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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
 
Getting your name published in Khabbar is probably a proud 
moment (at least for some of the Konkanis in North America)! 
The easiest way to accomplish this is by solving the 
“Kwaterly Kwiz” correctly!! This family from NV thought 
he had the right answer for the one of the quizzes and here 
comes the letter with much more than the (wrong) answer: 
 
“Dear Editor,   
The answer to the last quiz is (or I think it is)  *****.  

Now please remember, you are my friend. For once please put 
my name as one of those who have given the right answer. My 
wife whole heartedly believes I can never be right except 
once-that is when I agreed to marry her! And, she believes she 
was wrong only once, that is when she agreed to marry me!! 
Best wishes” 
 
Editor’s Reply:  
Sorry-the answer was wrong and hence no name in Khabbar!

 

******
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2020. The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2018.Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by 
visitingwww.ekhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription of 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  I will not publish Khabbar in 2021 
onwards!!  Fill the form below and send your subscription with a check payable to 
Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or 
MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quarterly Newsletter 
For Circulation to the Konkani Community in North America 

Volume XLIII No. 1 
January, February, March - 2020 
Honorary Editor: Mr. VasanthBhat 

Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
www.ekhabbar.com 

Tel : (979)-299-3210 
Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

Annual Subscription: $15.00 
Make check payable to "Khabbar" & mail to P.O.Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
I have been the honorary editor of 
Khabbar for the last 40+ years and I 
have decided that this year will be 
the last year I will publish Khabbar. 
Let me know if anyone you know 
wants to take over Khabbar. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2018. 
Families who have not paid since 
2017 will not be receiving this issue. 
The numbers on the mailing label 
clearly indicate the year/s the dues for 
Khabbar has been received since 2018 
and if there is any error let me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, which will be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
The Khabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-

0222, or email 
khabbar@gmail.comand rest be 
assured that I’ll “Khabbarize” them! 
 
The North American Konkani 
Association (NAKA) under  the able 
leadership of Ramesh M. Kamath 
has been successful in coordinating 
the next Konkani Sammelan in 2020 
in San Jose, CA. Please, extend your 
support to the new Board. NAKA has 
proposed a bold program to North 
American Konkani community to 
revive the ever-popular Konkani 
Sammelans. Hope the community will 
support this program and help NAKA. 
With the Coronavirus panademic, 
NAKA and KS-2020 will update 
regularly on the status of the 
sammelan. 
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world.Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
Correspondents in your area who send 
in the hoon Khabbars on a regular 
basis are doing an outstanding job. 
Remember, if it did not appear in 
Khabbar, then it did not happen in 
North America! You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@gmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only six people got the right answer 

this time!!Let us see how you will do 
with this quarter’s quiz. 
 
The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas 
Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. 
Thanks to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti 
Pratistan. Please, call him at (702)-
341-6706 or email: 
bastishenoy@gmail.com  if interested 
to extend your help for this worthy 
cause. Indeed, the Kendra has become 
a center of attraction and I urge all 
North American Konkanis to visit the 
Kendra to see in what way they can 
benefit from this. 
 
Khabbar will always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s the link to 
all the special appeals: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope the global threat of Coronavirus 
will diminish and Peace & Tranquility 
will prevail. 
 
Happy Yugadi to all. 
 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
     

Vasanth 
Honorary Editor 
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Khabbar And You and Me 
 
I have been the honorary editor of Khabbar for the last 40+ years and I have decided that this year will be the 
last year I will publish Khabbar. Let me know if anyone you know wants to take over Khabbar. 
 
 I had the immense pleasure of publishing this newsletter on a quarterly basis. The kindness and well wishes 
showered by the North American Konkani family to me and my team was the only reason why I was able to publish 
Khabbar for so long. I will always cherish this.   
 
The main reasons for not publishing Khabbar are: 
 

 The hoon khabbar items are not coming in to be published like before! (I used to have 3 to 4 pages in olden 
days and nowadays I have hard time filling even one page!!) 

 My generation folks are slowly but surely dying and I have to publish their obituary (if and when the family 
submits this). That is depressing. 

 The Mailing List is not accurate. In my opinion, it is about 25% accurate. In 2001 a survey was done to see 
whoever wants the hard copy of Khabbar and whoever wants to access the web edition of the same issue a 
quarter later. Roughly 15% of the 1,696 families in the Mailing List opted for the hard copy. That made the 
job of publishing Khabbar easier but the accuracy of the Mailing List suffered. 

 The social media delivers Konkani news faster than Khabbar!?! 
 I am retiring from my job @ BASF (1st week of Feb 2020) and will pursue other activities to keep myself 

busy. 
  
I’ve  put all the older issues of Khabbar on the web at: http://www.ekhabbar.com/Back%20Issues.htm  and when the 
final issue (4Q 2020) gets published, all issues will be on the web. Please go thru the old issues and let me know if 
you would like to delete any items that are sensitive to you or your family. 
 
Moneywise, Khabbar has always remained in the black. After the last issue, I will send any money left in Khabbar 
account to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF), if there are no suitors. 
 
Thanks 
 
Vasanth, Honorary Editor, Khabbar 
khabbar@gmail.com 
(979)-236-4129 (Mobile) 
 
Here are few responses I got based on the above: 
 
Dear Sri Vasanth Bhatji, 
 
Read your email and noted the contents with regret that you are going to close publishing Khabbar in future due to 
the reason explained. Anyhow if you like to publish further or any American Konkani takes the responsibility, World 
Konkani Centre will cooperate. 
 
If you have any idea to visit India as you are going to retire soon, please visit World Konkani Centre for a longer 
duration so that we will be able to serve American Konkanis in wider areas under your able directions. 
 
Devu Baren Koro-  
 

Basti Vaman Shenoy 
bvs_193@hotmail.com  

************* 
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Dear Vasanth, 
 
I cannot imagine Khabbar without you and I see from some of the responses that neither can many others!! Your 
dedication to keeping us "khabbarized" has been the single biggest link for Konkani families across North America. 
I would posit that there would not have been so many Konkani Sammelan's, or the Konkani Youth Sammelan's or a 
host of other events across the U.S without the guiding light that you brought to the community through Khabbar. In 
fact, many of the Konkani associations in the U.S were made popular by your reporting their activities in Khabbar. 
For years on end, I have always read Khabbar cover to cover as soon as it arrived. I have saved every single issue!!  
I am grateful that you are sharing the link to your entire collection of Khabbar. I hope that the link will be accessible 
for years to come. 
 
Congratulations on your well deserved retirement from work. Jay and I wish you a most happy, healthy and 
memorable retired life. Wherever you go, whatever you decide to do, we wish you the best for anything and 
everything that you choose to pursue in the years to come..... 
 
Cannot thank you enough for your selfless dedication to the Konkani community and for always doing so with a 
smile on your face and a willing heart. 
 
Cheers to one of our greatest Konkanis in the USA! 
 

-Shanthi 
prasidh@yahoo.com  

************* 
 
Hello Vasantmam, 
  
We are very sad to hear that this year is your last year of editorship of Khabbar.  You were doing really great and 
phenomenal job.  You did it for so long and kept all Konkanis connected from all over U.S.A.  It was time 
consuming, hard work but sincerely done by you.   We will miss you but understand that it is time for somebody else 
to take over.  Hope somebody sincere and organized person like you will take over this.   
  
Please add our KASC new president and editor's email to your list.  So they are in the loop of the news ad your 
email.  Venu Baliga <venubaliga@yahoo.com>.  Thanks.   
 

Vivek Ullal 
vivekullal@sbcglobal.net  

************* 
 
Hi Vasanth,  
              
The Konkani community owes it to you in a big way for making Khabbar a premier newsletter for Konkanis in 
North America & beyond. I remember the days when your children used to help you to fold, stamp & mail the issues 
of Khabbar. For a long time, you have carried on the torch single-handedly. Hats off to you for this hard work for 
the community for many many years.  
 
Of all the things in my life I have done, I am proud of one thing, nominating you & insisting that you take up the 
post of editor of Khabbar during the Konkani Sabha meeting in the late ‘70s.  I doubt very much if Khabbar would 
have lasted this long without you.  
 
The Konkani community in North America thanks you for this extraordinary service. God bless you. 

                                                      Gopal 
gabhandarkar@gmail.com  
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HoonKhabbar 
Telephone Number 

Change: 
The PRABHU family, Praveen 
and Prema of Greensboro, NC 
changed their contact number to  
(336)-302-3100. 
 
The PAI family, Venkatrao & 
Vaishali of Sugar Land, TX 
changed their contact number 
from (281)-778-666 to (832)-
999-4761. 

 

Relocation: 
Sri UMESH KENI has relocated 
within Calgary to Suite 102, 2010 
Ulster Road NW, Calgary, AB 
T2N 4C2, Canada. 
 
The BALIGAS, Shanker & 
Bindya, have relocated from 
Irvine, CA to 2900 E Killarney 
St., Gilbert, AZ 85298. The new 
telephone is (949)-226-1237 and 
email ID: baligas3@yahoo.com 

 
Obituary: 

Mrs. AJITA KAMATH (75) of 
Northvale, NJ passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday 
December 25, 2019 at the 
hospital. Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to her husband, 
Venkatesh Kamath of Northvale, 
NJ, son, Arun Kamath & family 
of Norwood, NJ, daughter Dr 
Vanita Kamath Braver & family 
of Warren, NJ and daughter Dr. 
Sangeeta Kamath Tyerech & 
family of Ringoes, NJ. 

. 

Konkani Happenings 
From: Venu Baliga (venubaliga@yahoo.com) 

The annual Shivaratri bhajan was held at the club house of Gayatri and Srinivas Pai on Feb, 22nd 2020  in 
Torrance, CA. The function was well attended by over 50 members. As usual we began with social hour where 
families got a chance to catch up over delicious amchi snacks Chane Usli and Poha chutney along with tea/coffee. 
This was followed by hour and a half melodius bhajans by all young and adults alike. Bhajan started with Ganesh 
song by siblings Siddharth and Maya Kamath-Namandi. Veda Baliga sang konkani bhajan "Naari Nayan 
Chakora". Aadhya Shenoy did a beautiful rendition of “Ashta Lakshmi Stotram”.   All bhajan's were accompanied 
by Vishy Bhat's Tabla that made bhajans more enjoyable and interesting. The bhajans came to end with an Arati by 
all members to Lord Shiva on the auspicious occasion of  Shivratri.  This was followed with an authentic amchi 
potluck dinner. All the volunteers cooked scrumptious  Amchi items such as Chapati, Daali Toi, Devastana saaru, 
Beans Upkari, Kadgi Chakko, Ambe/Avanas sasam, sprouted Moonga gashi, Ambe Upkari, kosumbari, Tarkari 
nonche, Adgayi, papad and Sabudana kheer. To digest all these there was delicious Sol Khadi. Thanks to Gayatri 
and Srinivas Pai for providing their clubhouse for the function. Thanks to all the families who volunteered to cook 
and help made this event a memorable one. 
Editor's Note: 
Thanks to all KASC Committee members and  volunteers for cooking such delicious authentic Konkani food for 
function. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped us during the event.  
॥ Om Namah Shivaya॥ 
(I bow to Almighty Shiva, who is the supreme reality, the inner Self). 
 
 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

Veez Konkani Magazine: Release of Veez Konkani Magazine 100th Issue (in 4 Scripts) function held at  
Milagres Church, at Mangaluru on 24-11-2020. Sri Basti Vaman Shenoy was the Chief Guest.  Dr. Austin 
D’Souza Prabhu, Chicago-based, Mangaluru origin author, journalist and artiste had arranged the programme.  
Eminent Konkani poet Melvyn Rodrigues and (Editor Kittal.com)  Mr. H. M. Pernal   and other dignitaries 
were present during the function 

“KSHAMATA” & KSHAMATA UGetin Camp: 3 days Kshamata students camp held at World Konkani 
Centre, total 316 Number of Scholars Participated. 6 days KSHAMATA UGetin Training Camp for degree 
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students of colleges from North Kanara, Udupi and Mangaluru districts held at World Konkani Centre, Total 
644 Number of Scholars Participated and got the benefit.              

 ‘The Konkani World’: ‘The Konkani World’ book written by Late Sri N.J.Kamath IAS (Retd) New Delhi, 
Book Releasing Ceremony held at World Konkani Centre,  Shaktinagar, Mangaluru on 5-12-2019.  Sri Prem 
J.Kamath, & Mrs. Rina Kamath were the Chief Guest. World Konkani Centre Vice Presidents Mr. Gilbert 
D Souza and Kudpi Jagadish Shenoy released the book.   World Konkani Centre President Mr. Basti Vaman 
Shenoy presided. 

Tribute to Late Ullal Srinivas Mallya: World Konkani Centre arranged programme to pay tributes to Late 
Ullal Srinivas Mallya on his 54th Death Anniversary at Padil Junction, Mangaluru on 19-12-2019. President 
Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, Treasurer Mr. B.R. Bhat, Dr. K.Mohan Pai Chief, Konkani Education in Schools, 
Mr. C.A. Nandagopal Shenoy, Chief Promoter ‘Vidyakalpaka’ Scholarships and member Mr. M.R.Kamath, 
Mr. Kudgi Sudhakar Shenoy, Ullal Raghavendra Kini and Secretary Mr. B.Prabhakar Prabhu and other 
dignitaries were present and put garlands to the statue.      

 INTACH organisation: Exhibition of photos of old Mangaluru Town i.e., shops at Car street, Taj Mahal Café, 
Flower Markets etc. were exhibited.  

‘Konkani Day’ programme: G.S.B.Mahila Vrunda, Car street, Mangaluru  organized ‘Konkani Day’ 
programme on 5-01-2020 at Dwarakanath Bhavan, Gokarna Mutt, Car street, Mangaluru in association with 
World Konkani Centre, Shaktinagar Mangaluru.    

Kavita Fest: Kavita Trust, Mangaluru which works for the promotion of Konkani Poetry, organized 14th 
Edition of  Kavita Fest on January 11 and 12, 2020 at Rabindra Bhavan, Madgaon, Goa. Kavita Trust Founder 
President Mr. Melvyn Rodrigues welcomed the gathering. Konkani poets besides poetry enthusiasts including 
children and youth participated in the 2-days Utsav. Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, President World Konkani 
Centre was the Chief Guest of the function and distributed prizes to the Konkani poets along with other guests.  

 Vishwa Konkani Natak Mahotsav in Goa: 4 days Vishwa Konkani Natak Mahotsav was 2020 held at Rajiv 
Gandhi Kala Mandir, Ponda, Goa from 31st Jan to 3rd Feb 2020 was well received by stage lovers in Goa. All 
artistes 4 drama troupes  staged their respective Konkani Dramas wonderfully well.   

 1) on 31-01-2020 ‘Ankvaar Mestri’ Konkani Drama by Astitva (R) Mangaluru 

2. on 01-02-2020 ‘Ek Ashilo Rayu’ Konkani Drama by Mumbai Gurukripa Kalaranga, Ammi Ranga Karmi 
troupe.   

3.02-02-2020 ”Jaglevailo Hanumantu “Konkani Drama by Kochin Kala Kshetra, Go Sripuram, Kochin troupe. 

4.on 03-02-2020 ”Suvaari” Konkani  Drama by Antruz Lalitak troupe Goa.  

Mr. Govinda Gavade, Honble Minister Art and Culture, Goa Inaugurated the 4 days Drama Festival. 
Coordinator Mr. Sridhar Kamat Bambolkar, Chairman Vishwa Konkani Sangeet Natak Academy Dr. 
C.N.Shenoy and World Konkani Centre President Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy were present. All artistes showed 
their skills in acting on the stage and got lot of appreciation by the audience Konkani people of Goa.  

150th Year Celebrations of Govt College, Mangaluru: The historical Govt College - now Mangaluru 
University College celebrated its 150th year in a grand. Former Union Minister and Former Chief Minister of 
Karnataka, Hon’ble Minister Mr. M.Veerappa Moily, Philonthropist Dr. P.Dayananda Pai, Late Mr. 
Santhosh Kumar Gulwady and many a luminaries studied at Govt College. The Celebrations included 
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honouring of star performers had in various fields were remembered. There were Science, Kavi Kala Art 
exhibitions and attracted thousands of people. 

White Stone Statue of Swamy Sudhindra Thirtha: was unveiled at Mangaluru Konchady Sri Venkatramana 
Temple premises by H.H.Sri Samyameedndra Thirtha  Swamyji of Sri Kashi Mutt Samsthan on 7-02-2020. 

 GSB Mahotsava: 3 days Mega Event was held at Sahyadri Engineer College grounds at  Adyaar Mangaluru on 
14th 15th and 16th Feb 2020. 3 day GSB -GPL  Cricket Matches, were held. A Cruise party on Netravati River 
was a special attraction for enlighted dignitaries was also held. Thousands of GSB men, women and students 
attended. Mr. Pradeep G.Pai (M.D. Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd) Mr. M.Naresh Shenoy, Mr. Vedavyasa 
Kamath MLA, Mangaluru South were the Chief organizers. Famous Industrialist and Visionary Mr. Ulhas 
Kamath (Jt. M.D Jyothi Laborateries) Mumbai was felicitated. There was ‘Malla Khamba’ demonstrations by 
Yashavanth Vyayama Shala Bantwal students  also.   

 ‘Konkani Saurabha’ Programme: G.S.B.Seva Sangha (R) Mangaluru, in association with World Konkani 
Centre, Shaktinagar, Mangaluru organized ‘Konkani Saurabha’ Programme and Let Us Learn our Konkani - 
‘Hazar Gharaanth Konkani Barap’ book release function also held  at C.V.Nayak Hall Kadri, Mangaluru on 15-
02-2020. Dr. K. Mohan Pai President G.S.B. Seva Sangh, Founder President World Konkani Centre Mr.Basti 
Vaman Shenoy, Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy President Dr. K. Jagadish Pai, Mr. M. Madhav Pai 
Shivmogga, Mr.Venkatesh N.Baliga, Chief Editor Kodial  Khabar, Mrs. Usha Mohan Pai, Mrs. Geetha C. 
Kini, Mr. G. Madhavaray Prabhu and other dignitaries were  present during the function.  

Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy Silver jubilee Celebration:  Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy 
organized silver jubilee celebrations on 22nd February and 23rd Feb 2020 held at Sri Venkatarama temple 
group of educational institutions Auditorium at Karkala. 

 KSHAMATA UGetin  Youth Conclave & PRERNA-2020 

 Joint managing director of Jyothy Laboratories Ullas Kamath, exhorted the youth to move away from their 
comfort zones if they want to be successful in life. He was speaking at the 'Kshamata UGetIn' progamme 
organized as a prelude to 'Prerana - 2020' programme being organized under the aegis of Vishwa Konkani 
Kendra Scholarship Fund, VKSSF Alumni Association and Vishwa Konkani Kendra on 06-03-2020 at 
T.V.Raman Pai Convention Hall, Mangaluru. Mr. Kamath said that very few who topped the class did well in 
life too, but there are many examples of people who were poor at studies doing exceedingly well in life.  

Vishwa Konkani Kendra president Basti Vaman Shenoy, inaugurated the programme. Secretaries Nandagopal 
Shenoy and Prabhakar Prabhu, Vice president Gilbert D'Souza, Treasurer B R Bhat, 'Kshamata' directors 
M N Pai, and Pradeep Shenoy, Kerala Konkani Academy president P. Ramesh Pai, VKSSF President Mr. U 
Ramadas Kamath U and Secretary Sri Pradeep G.Pai and others were present. Vishwa Konkani Kendra 
Director Gurudath Bantwalkar welcomed. 

'Prerna' Eminent speakers inspired students at Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship beneficiary ‘Prerna’. 
Chairman of Manipal Global Education Sri T. V. Mohandas Pai inaugurated 'Prerna', series of motivational 
talks at TV Ramana Pai hall on Saturday 7th February 2020. TVM Vision initiative, organized by the alumni 
association of Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Funds (VKSSF) instituted by World Konkani Centre.  

Founder President of Vishwa Konkani Kendra Sri Basti Vaman Shenoy, Chief guest of the programme Sri 
Ullas Kamath joint M.D and CFO Jyothi Laboratories Ltd Mumbai, Chief Mentor Prerna Sri Sundeep 
Shenoy, Vice President of World Konkani Centre Sri Gilbert D’Souza, Treasurer Sri B.R.Bhat, Secretary Sri 
B. Prabhakara Prabhu, VKSSF Alumni Association president and Secretary and VKSSF President Mr. 
Ramadas Kamath U and Secretary Sri Pradeep G.Pai were present on the occasions. 
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In Memoriam – Shanta Gangolli 
By: - Prof.  Dr. Ramesh Gangolli 

 
Shanta Gangolli (née Mankikar), a long-time educator in the Seattle Public Schools 
and pillar of the Indian immigrant community in Seattle, died on Thursday, November 
21, 2019 at Swedish Hospital. The cause was internal complications to her digestive 
system. She was 84.  

Shanta was born on December 25, 1934 and raised in Mumbai, India. She came to the 
United States in 1958 as a newlywed while her husband, Ramesh Gangolli, pursued his 
doctoral degree at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). While living in 
Cambridge, she completed a master’s degree in education from Boston University 
while raising their first son Dileep.  

In 1962, after Ramesh accepted a teaching position at the University of Washington, the family moved to Seattle 
where she would make a life as a homemaker, educator, and volunteer. In Seattle, the family grew with the addition 
of two sons, Anil and Ashok. In the Indian tradition, she welcomed both her mother and her in-laws as part of the 
household which they enriched until their last days.  

Seattle at that time was a small city with a small immigrant population from India, mainly engaged in engineering 
and medicine. Shanta made her home a welcome gathering place for families and friends which continued up until 
the weekend prior to her death 57 years later.  

After her sons entered the Seattle public school system, Shanta began a 25-year career as an educator in the Seattle 
Public Schools focusing on the education of hard-of-hearing students. She served on the staff of multiple schools 
making long-lasting friends at each posting and who would come to visit her long after she was transferred to new 
duties at other schools in the system. 

While she had a successful 
teaching career, it was as the 
anchor to the expanding Indian 
American community that she 
made the most impact. As Seattle 
grew and became a center to the 
technology industry, many new 
immigrants came to the city with 
little knowledge of American life. 
Shanta provided support in 
meaningful ways through her 
experience and nurturing 
personality. Many of these new 
Seattle residents viewed Shanta as 
a mother and she relished the role. 
Her kitchen always had food on 
the stove and the door was always 
open for unexpected visitors. It 
was not unusual for a family 
dinner to expand into a dinner 
party with twenty guests enjoying 
good times, stimulating 
conversation, and delicious home-
style Indian cooking.  
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In addition to this long-standing role within the community, Shanta volunteered with many community organizations 
including Ragamala (a non-profit which promoted Indian classical music) and People for Progress in India (PPI) 
which raised funds for micro-economic development in India. In 2017, she and her husband Ramesh were 
recognized as “Stellar Volunteers of the Year” by Sound Generations, an arm of King County that provides 
transportation to senior citizens for medical appointments.  

She is survived by her husband Ramesh, her three sons Dileep, Anil, and Ashok, a sister (Shaila Hemmady), two 
grandchildren Asha Gangolli and Samir Gangolli, daughters-in-law Rhonda Racine and Janice MacDonald, multiple 
nieces and nephews from both sides of the family, and innumerable friends around the world. 

 

Tribute to my Mamama 
By: -   Samantha Braver, Warren, NJ 

 
Below is a tribute written by Ajita Kamath’s grand-daughter 
Samantha Braver: 
 
This holiday, the world lost an incredible woman, my grandma, 
Mamama. It was and is such a blessing to be her granddaughter.  
 
Mamama married at sixteen in India, had three kids by the time she 
was twenty. She raised them alone for a year while my grandpa, 
Ajja, immigrated to Canada, eventually sending enough money so 
that they could bring everyone to the US. She worked all the while 
raising her three kids and was so proud of all that Arun, Vanita and 
Sangeeta achieved—-becoming doctors and computer science 
professionals, loving mothers and fathers, who eventually cared for 
her in all their actions and with all their hearts. Mamama loved her 
sons-in-law and her daughter-in-law, who she also saw as her 
children. But no one was more devoted to our Mamama than Ajja, 
who did everything in his power to take care of her in every 
possible way. 
 

 Of course, Mamama raised us, too: her “seven wonders,” her seven grandchildren. She was my American dream. 
Now, I get to literally shape the law of this country and that is because of Mamama’s sacrifices, faith, and above all, 
her boundless and untethered love.  
 
 My favorites memories growing up are playing Phase 10 at the dining room table—stuffing dosas in our mouths as 
we accused Mamama of cheating, Jeopardy whirling, whirling in the background. Opening her arms, Mamama 
would say, “Come give me a hug. Your hugs give me energy.” Take all my hugs. Take all my energy. 
 
Mamama, you are everything I want to be and everything I am. Your strength has carried us and carved us. You have 
a heart of the most brilliant gold. We love you, we love you, we love you. You have always been the greatest wonder 
of them all. 
 
Below is a picture music video montage of my mamama. The 3 songs are her favorite.  

https://youtu.be/k4zp3roROEA 
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Philanthropist Anuradha Pai Inaugurates Newborn Hearing Assessment Centre 
As appeared in The Mangalorean (Jan 7, 2020) - By: Violet Pereira, Mangaluru, Team Mangalorean 

 
Mangaluru: The Newborn hearing assessment centre was inaugurated at the Government Lady Goschen hospital 
here on January 7. The philanthropic contributor Anuradha Shanthi Gopal Pai inaugurated the Newborn hearing 
assessment centre by cutting the ribbon and unveiling the plaque.  
 
Later a stage programme was held at the TMA Pai Convention centre. Dr Nutan Kamath welcomed the gathering. 
General Surgeon Dr Alfred Augustine briefed on the Newborn Assessment Centre on the occasion. The 
philanthropic contributor Anuradha Shanthi Gopal Pai inaugurated the programme by watering the plant along with 
other dignitaries on the dais. Addressing the gathering Ms. Anuradha said, “I was born and raised in Mangalore and I 
am always a Mangalorean. I am the daughter of a Kochikar Pai family who are into Cinema Making. I was raised by 
6 loving brothers and today I am who I am. I reached the USA in 1963 and it was so hard to find out the best medical 
community. In Mangaluru we have a good medical system. You have everything here in Mangaluru. Success lies 
with the passion which is very much needed. The young doctors need passion so don’t lose your passion. Anything 
tough that comes around you is just noise, this is a wonderful country and you have a long way to go. One among 
you someday will screen the babies and she/he will be successful in your mission”. 
 

Addressing the gathering Vice-chancellor of 
MAHE Dr Vinod Bhat said, “Within one week 
of 2020, we have 2 big news for Manipal 
Hospitals. Manipal has been awarded 2 
prestigious awards for carrying out the work 
towards newborn children. Today we have 
formally inaugurated the newborn hearing 
assessment centre in the Lady Goschen 
hospital. The chemistry between the donor and 
the beneficiary is not very simple. We have 
come across a few interesting proposals from 
the donors who give extra money, some 
donors do not want anything in return. 
Anuradha has come forward in a different way 

by supporting to start the Newborn hearing assessment centre which is commendable. Anuradha Pai’s primary 
venture will increase awareness and facilitate neonatal screening for deafness across the district. The endowment 
will also help to meet the expenditure incurred towards the rehabilitation of those with deafness (with hearing aids or 
cochlear implantation) in the financially weaker sections of the society. From the university, for the year 2020, I 
promise 5 cochlear implants to the centre. I promise scholarship for the UG and PGs for their research.” 
 
Recalling a story of Osceola McCarty, Dr Vinod Bhat said, “McCarty Osceola an illiterate African American woman 
was a local washerwoman in Hattiesburg, Mississippi who became the most famous benefactor. She was not 
educated but she was taught to save money by her mother. She opened her bank account with the National Bank of 
Mississippi and started to save her money. She was walking to get groceries and never spent money on expensive 
things. When her mother and aunt died she received money and she saved all that money in the bank. She was not 
married and when the Bank manager asked her what she will do with the money, she said that she will donate 60% 
of the savings to provide scholarships to the deserving students of African-American origin. She kept 10% for her 
church and 10% each for her three relatives. American President Bill Clinton presented McCarty Osceola the 
“Presidential Citizens Medal”, the nation’s second-highest civilian award during a special White House Ceremony. 
We should be the givers so that the society benefits from us”. 
 
Dr M V Prabhu read out the names of the donors. Anuradha Shanthi Pai was felicitated on the occasion. Prizes were 
distributed to the winners of the poster competition. 
 
Professor & Unit Chief of ENT Dept. KMC Hospital Dr Suja Sreedharan delivered the vote of thanks. 
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Puttur born Dr. Annapoorna Kini Chosen for “Gifted Educator” Award in USA 
As appeared in the Dec 18, 2019 edition of Daijiworld.com 

 
Puttur, Dec 18: Dr Annapoorna Kini, who was educated in Puttur and Manipal, and who is counted among a few highly 
rated interventional cardiologists in USA and has won a number of awards for her mastery over safe surgeries, has been 

chosen for the USA's Gifted Educator award for the year 2020. 
 
American College of Cardiology has chosen Dr Kini for the award considering her excellent service to the 
field of cardiac surgery, clinical cardiology and lectures. 
 
Dr Kini is currently director of Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory at Mt Sinai, USA. She has been serving as 
specialist cardiologist in USA since the last two decades. Last year, she had been honoured with the ‘Heart 

of Gold' award by American Heart Association. She had got 'Medal of Honour' of Ellis Island on May 13, 2017. She is one 
of the 350 most safe heart operators in New York and counted as one among a few top cardiologists who can conduct 
interventional heart operations with least risk. She also is credited to be the only lady doctor in USA to conduct 1,000 
coronary interventions in a year. 
 
Dr Annapoorna Kini is from Bolwar, Puttur. She is the second among the three children of Namadev Prabhu and 
Pushpalatha couple, and currently settled in New York. 
 
After getting education at St Victor's Girls School Puttur and PU education through Vivekananda College, she completed 
MBBS degree through KMC in 1991 with gold medal. She completed MRCP at London and joined Mt Sinai School of 
Medicine as cardiologist. 
 

TAMAHAR TRUST 
By Vaishali Pai (tamahar@gmail.com) 

It is said that the best-laid plans of mice and men can all go kaput at any point. And sometimes, that is the best thing to 
happen to you. Tamahar is my mice and men story. When I arrived in Bangalore, a starry-eyed, ambitious, gold medalist 
Occupational Therapist, trained in ‘Rehabilitation of Hand Injuries’   and  fresh  out  of  college  in  1989,  I  was  
determined  to  work  and  be  the  best  therapist  in town. Imagine my disappointment, when I found out that 
Occupational Therapy was not known in Bangalore,  forget  about  hand  therapy,  Shrugging  away  my  despair,  I  took  
the  only  opportunity  to work  I  got,  at  Spastics  Society,  to  work  with  children  with  special  needs,  work  that  I  
had  avoided during  my  college  days,  I  took  it  up,  thinking  I  will  start  here  and  switch  tracks  when  the  time  is 
right. That was 31 years ago, and well, I am still here and there is nowhere else I would rather be!  
 
Once  in  the  sector,  I  spent  years  watching  families  ravaged  by  disability,  the  identity  of  countless children  
reduced  to  "disabled",  spending  their  days  at  tables  of  doctors  and  therapists,  while  other children  their  age  ran  
free  in  playgrounds  and  schools. The  centres  were  far  and  few  and  families traveled  for  hours  for  45  minutes  of  
therapy.  Their  suffering  tugged  at  my  heartstrings,  and  it seemed to me that we professionals were only making their 
lives harder. My desperate search for a solution gave birth to the idea that would one day become Tamahar - a centre 
that has all services under  one  roof,  that  provides  the  best  available  services  at  affordable  costs  and  supports  a  
family rather than just demand from them. Tamahar, a Sanskrit word, Tamas - Darkness, Hara - Remove, so we were 
Tamahar - Remover of Darkness.  This  darkness  was  not  just  the  disability,  it  was ignorance, despair, loneliness and 
all that which can affect families that live these difficulties daily.  
 
It  took  me  almost  20  years  to  bring  this  idea  to  fruition.  In  the  meantime,  I  worked  as  hard  as  I could  and  
learned  as  much  as  I  could.  Finally,  Tamahar  was  started  in  2009  with  just  1  program with  4  children,  1  
employee,  Tripti  BG  and  1  friend  who  was  hell-bent  to  help  me  succeed,  Sree Rao. We grew with time, mostly 
through word of mouth. As more children came in, the number of programs  increased  and  we  began  services  for  
parents  as  well,  recognizing  their  individual  needs separate  from  their  child  and  need  of  the  family  to  
understand  the  child.  In  time,  we  found passionate  partners  to  provide  various  therapies  to  our  children  and  
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parents  too.  I  think,  the  best thing  we  did  with  Tamahar  was  that  we  never  stopped  searching  for  more,  for  
better.  We  have always  strived  for  excellence,  to  be  the  best  service  provider  possible  for  our  beneficiaries,  
never afraid to take risks, sometimes when we were not sure where the next salaries would come from...  
 
The story of how we got where we are today will be incomplete without talking about the ones that carried us  -  our  
people,  our  staff.  We  have  seen  good  times,  bad  times  and  very  bad  times.  
Thankfully,  we  have  sailed  through  because  of  the  commitment  of  our  team.  I  feel  lucky  to  have found the right 
people who have loved the children and us with all their hearts and continue to do so even today. We were not perfect, 
of course. We knew what to do with children, and little else. None  
of  us  came  with  management  degrees  or  experience  of  running  an  organization.  Being  an organization came to us 
over years, as new people started coming in, the team grew in size and we ourselves  learned  about  running  an  
organization  through  courses,  networking,  training,  and consulting partners.  
 
I am proud to say that Tamahar has come to be a nurturer not just for families, but for the employees too. Learning is in 
our DNA and each one of us is striving to be better in our individual way, and it all boils down to one thing - how can I 
help my children and parents better? They are at the core and we will never forget that. Even when we turn 50!  
 
Today,  when  I  look  back,  it  surprises  me  how  from  2  to  3  people,  we  have  grown  into  a  thriving community  of  
40+  employees  and  have  seen  more  than  500+  children  and  their  families.  For  me, this  is  just  the  beginning.  We  
are  10  already  and  still  guided,  nudged  forward  by  the  sheer magnitude of work needed to reach all children with 
special needs across the country.   
 
This year, after having taken the last year slow for a moment and basking in the warmth and success of  the  decade  gone  
by,  we  catch  our  breath  and  right  after,  we  charge  ahead. There  is  much  to  be done. Bridging the demand supply 
gap by creating more resources and contributing to the collective knowledge of the sector through research and training, 
creating more service opportunities...the list goes on. 
 
About Tamahar 
 
Tamahar is a non-profit, started in 2009 by Mrs Vaishali Pai, to work with children suffering from developmental delay 
due to brain damage, across all age groups and from all socio-economic backgrounds; through the medium of holistic 
developmental intervention (combination of Early Intervention, Special Education, Auxiliary Therapies, Family Programs 
and Recreation). We are based out of Bangalore and currently, we are directly working with 65 children at our centre. 
Indirectly, we reach out to more children with special needs in Bangalore and Rural Karnataka through our Train the 
Trainer program. Vision Prevention & Alleviation of developmental disability in children with brain damage Mission To 
enable children with brain damage and their families to live a happy, healthy, and dignified life in an inclusive society 
through rehabilitation services, capacity building, community engagement, and advocacy. 
 
Core Values 
 

 Opportunity for a person to grow as an individual and develop own personality 
 Acknowledging the uniqueness of each person 
 Including individuals from all walks of life 
 Empowering individuals to make the best of their situation and achieve their goals despite challenges 
 Understanding and supporting individuals through their life situations 
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Konkani Sammelan – 2020 in San Jose, CA – An Update 
 
Namaskaru, 
 
Here are some new updates for Konkani Sammelan 2020. As we announced 
earlier, the Sammelan will be held in San Jose McEnery Convention Center from 
July 2nd - 4th, 2020. Our theme is “San Jose, Hod Gammath” and we want to see 
all of you there to celebrate our culture together in this monumental 10th North 
American Konkani Sammelan!  

 

Corona Virus COVID-19 Update  

The Konkani Sammelan 2020 team is closely monitoring developments around the COVID-19 virus outbreak 
and our thoughts are with the many that are affected by it. Although the Sammelan is several months away, we 
are committed to the health, safety and security of the Sammelan attendees and we have been proactively taking 
measures to better prepare for the event. This has included discussions with the hotels and venue for improved 
sanitization, disinfection, and cleaning measures. As such the Sammelan is currently on target to take place on 
the planned dates, July 2-4, 2020, and there is no change to the schedule. Additional contingency measures are 
also being put in place to prepare for potential scenarios related to COVID-19. Please be assured that we have 
your health, safety and security as our primary concern as we prepare for the Sammelan. We want this to be a 
successful event that everyone in the community gets to enjoy. We will update our webpage 
(www.konkanisammelan.org) as and when we have additional information to share.  
 
Highlights of the Sammelan:  

Special Guests/Keynote Speeches/Seminars:  

We are pleased to announce that we have a number of celebrities and dignitaries confirmed to attend the 
Konkani Sammelan 2020, making this Sammelan a must-visit for you and your family!  

· Anant Nag, Legendary Actor,  

· Navin Shenoy, Executive VP & General Manager, Intel,  

· Sara Kenkare Mitra, Senior Vice President, Genentech Inc.,  

· Suresh Prabhu, Indian Sherpa to G20 & Ex Cabinet Minister in Government of India,  

· Mohandas Pai, Chairman of Manipal Global Education Services & Former CFO of Infosys,  

· Meera Shenoy, Founder & CEO, Youth4Jobs, and  

· Deepika Padukone, Superstar Bollywood actress  

Our Seminar Committee has also arranged seminars and panel discussions on subjects such as Spirituality, 
Konkani Language, Philanthropy, Leadership, Travel, Pilgrimage, Adventure, Senior Life, Food/Diet, Health & 
Well Being, Healthy Aging, and Financial, Tax, Estate Planning.  

Entertainment:  
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Our Entertainment Committee has been busy planning a schedule of delightful entertainment. Everything from 
Indian Classical to Bollywood to Instrumental to Humorous skits and more, performed by top notch artists from 
the USA and India will be there to mesmerize you. World renowned speed painter Vilas Nayak will be there to 
perform a special live art work session, do not miss it! The committee has received a large number of program 
entries from attendees as well and has been busy sifting through them to select a variety of programs that 
promise to be excellent.  

Food:  

The Food Committee is busy planning sumptuous, authentic and finger licking Konkani food for the Sammelan 
in San Jose. We are brainstorming the menu spread (savory , crispy, fiery and sweet) to ignite the Konkani 
senses in you, and a variety of yummy Amchi delicacies will be part of the menu. We have taste tests underway 
to ensure we pick the best combination of items for each day. We will publish more details here as we finalize 
the menu items.  

Young Adult and Youth Activities:  

If you are between the ages of 13 to 17 for Youth and 18 to 35 for Young Adults, plan to have some fun at the 
2020 Konkani Sammelan! At this year's Sammelan, we have an entire set of events just for young Konkanis to 
meet and connect with one another. Enjoy mixers, ice breakers, games, workshops, and other exclusive social 
events at the San Jose Convention Center.  

Medical Symposium:  

For Health Care Professionals and students the 2020 Konkani Sammelan will be hosting a Medical Symposium 
on July 2nd, 2020 from 8am-3pm at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center. Topics to be covered will range 
from Cardiology, Genetics, Tropical Medicine, Stroke update etc . Our faculty consists of speakers from all over 
the world. This live CME will provide 5 1/2 hours of credit hours. Following the conference, attendees will be 
free to attend the start of the Sammelan festivities! Come and meet other Konkani Health Care Professionals!! 
Registration fee is $60 for physicians, $30 for allied health professionals and free for medical students and 
residents. Non-professionals and members of the public will be able to register after June 1st subject to 
availability.  

Hotels:  

We have been able to add a new hotel (San Jose Marriott) where we have plenty of rooms available at specially 
discounted rates for Sammelan attendees, and we will facilitate the booking through the form here. Since the 
hotel rooms have been negotiated at rates significantly below market rates via contracts that guarantee payment 
to the hotels, we’re requiring full payment for the rooms, and any cancellations may incur the 1-night 
cancellation fee. Please contact hospitalitycommittee@konkanisammelan.org for any questions on hotel 
bookings  

Daycare:  

We will have Kids Daycare available on Friday, July 3rd and Saturday, July 4th for kids between the ages of 5 
and 12. Daycare will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The daycare will include kid-friendly and age-
appropriate activities ranging from arts to games. Registration for daycare can be done when you are registering 
your family for the Konkani Sammelan. Drop-ins at daycare will be possible however it will cost more and is 
subject to space availability. Light snacks and water will be provided at the daycare. If you have any questions 
please email logisticscommittee@konkanisammelan.org   
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Once again, we eagerly invite you to register and come to the Konkani Sammelan 2020 to make Sammelan 2020 
a big success. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call us at 408-459-8423 or email us at 
askammani@konkanisammelan.org   

Devu Baren Koro, 
Aruna& Ram Acharya    

Presidents, Konkani Sammelan 2020 

Konkani Calendar 

April 2020 May 2020 June 2020 
2nd Rama Navami 3rd Yekaadashi 1st  Yekaadashi 
4th HAAS Yugadi 5th Vyas Jayanthi 5th Poornami 
4th KAOCA Yugadi 6th Narasimha Jayanthi 8th Sankashti (fasting) 
4th Yekadashi 9th Sankashti (fasting) 9th Sankashti 
7th Hanuman Jayanthi 10th Sankashti 14th Mithuna Sankranthi 
10th – 12th KISS Picnic 17th Yekadashi 16th Yekadashi 
10th Sankashti (fasting) 22nd Amavasya 20th Amavasya 
11th Sankashti   
18th Yekadashi   
22nd Amavasya   
25th Akshaya Thritiye   
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham, NC and Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Waukesha, WI 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Gopi K. & Sheila Pai, Germantown, TN 51.00 
Ramesh & Aparna Kamath, Katy, TX 101.00 
Chandrakanth & Sheela Mahale, High Bridge, NJ 51.00 
Vinod &Renu Kallianpur, Schenectady, NY 50.00 
Srinivas & Prabha Baliga, West Bloomfield, MI 115.00 
Shaila V. Nayak, Somerset, NJ 102.00 
Vinodh Bhat & Kalpana Bhandarkar, Port Washington, NY 100.00 
Ramnath Kochikar & Rajashree Pai, Tampa, FL 125.00 
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath, San Carlos, CA 50.00 
Pradeep & Geetha Bhandarkar, Bloomfield Hills, MI 50.00 
Krishna & Padmini Nayak, Rochester Hills, MI 60.00 
Krishna &Vasanthi Mallia, Rockford, IL 51.00 
Anil &Mridula Rao, Friendswood, TX 101.00 
Vasant & Kirti Acharya, River Forest, IL 51.00 
Balakrishna &Indumathi Pai, Bloomfield Hills, MI 115.00 
Vasudev & Shobha Shenoy, Houston, TX 101.00 
Arkal Mohan &Vasanthi Shenoy, Del Mar, CA 115.00 
Vivek & Jyoti Ullal, Simi Valley, CA 50.00 
Venkatrao& Vaishali Pai, Sugar Land, TX 101.00 
Nirmala S. Bangalore, Mequon, WI 51.00 
Pradeep & Geetha Bhandarkar, Bloomfield Hills, MI 50.00 
Muralidhar& Sudha Shenoy, Durham, NC 50.00 
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath, Wesley Chappel, FL 65.00 
Ratnakar & Jayanthi Pai, Farmington Hills, MI 50.00 
Ravindranath Joshi, Mission Viejo, CA 65.00 
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Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XLII No. 4 4,940.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (88) and donations 2,941.00  
Interest 4.00  
Sub Total: 2,945.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XLII No. 4):   
Printing- Khabbar(255) - 20 pages  376.04 
Printing- Khabbar Mailing List (200+40) - 34 pages  669.26 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (228)  159.60 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (164+37)Mailing List  170.85 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (7)  8.05 
Mailing Canada Khabbar Mailing List (5+1)  9.66 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  491.54 
Sub Total:  1,945.00 
Final Balance: 5,940.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
 
 

Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 
A Konkani mystic has a very specific ritual for climbing up the steps to the temple. First he climbs up to the middle step and meditates 
for 1 minute. Then he climbs up 8 steps and faces east until he hears a bird singing. Then he walks down 12 steps and picks up a 
pebble. He takes one step up and tosses the pebble over his left shoulder. Now, he walks up the remaining steps three at a time which 
only takes him 9 paces. How many steps are there? 
 
The right answer: 49
 
The following gave the right answers: 
Subhas Kamath, Las Vegas, NV 
Jyoti Nayak, Cypress, TX 
Deepak Kini, Spring, TX 
Krishna Kudva, Alta Loma, CA 
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
ShivdevUbhayakar, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Kwarter’s Kwiz 
By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
 
On a 12-hour digital clock, what is the smallest interval between two times that are palindromic (can be read 
forwards and backwards as the same number)? 
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NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Namaskaru, 
 
The pandemic now occupies center stage and each one of us is searching for balance between preparedness 

and panic. All of us currently are going thru some uncertainty, anxiety, and heightened risk. At some point though, 
hopefully sooner than later things will return to normal. Please stick to the guidelines published by CDC and the 
health authorities in your state and the local governments. We wish for the entire Konkani community in NA to stay 
safe and healthy. I would like to also provide an update on Konkani Sammelan 2020. 

 
The Konkani Sammelan 2020 team is closely monitoring developments around the COVID-19 virus 

outbreak and our thoughts are with many that are adversely affected by it. Although the Sammelan is several months 
away we are committed to the health, safety and security of the Sammelan attendees and we have been proactively 
taking measures to better prepare for the event, including reaching out to the venue owner and hotels for improved 
sanitization, cleaning and disinfection measures. As such the Sammelan is currently on target to take place on the 
planned dates, July 2-4, 2020, and there is no change to the schedule. However, as a matter of prudence we are also 
setting up contingency measures from a planning perspective should the need arise. Please be reassured that we have 
your health, safety and security as our primary concern as we prepare for the Sammelan, and want this to be a 
successful event that everyone in the community gets to enjoy. We will reach out as and when we have additional 
information to share. 

 
We will be having an election to select Officers and Board Members for NAKA every four years. This 

happens just before our Sammelan so that the new Board could be presented to the community during the Sammelan. 
We will be accepting nominations for Vice President, Treasurer and Youth. The good news is that Pramod 
Mavinkurve, Sudha Shenoy and myself have agreed to continue on the board and provide the continuity for the 
new incoming Board members. It would help immensely if we could get three more members for the Board from 
across the country. This would not only strengthen the Board but also make NAKA a truly North American 
Institution. I request all Konkanis in the US and Canada to please take some time to think of all the Konkanis they 
know, to see if there is someone that could help NAKA going forward and nominate that person. Please make sure 
the person you nominate is willing to accept the role if elected. Nominations can be emailed to board@mynaka.org.  
The nominations are to be made by June 30, 2020. If more than one nomination is received for any position, the 
voting could be held during the Sammelan. 
 
We hope to look forward to seeing all of you next year at San Jose for hodgammath! 
Devu Baren Koro, 

 
Ramesh Kamath, board@mynaka.org(408) 891 7689, President, NAKA, (On behalf of NAKA Board) 

 
All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

11/30/19 Balance from last report 127,309.72  
2/29/2020 Quarterly Interest 9.33  
2/29/2020 Legal Fees  2,050.00 
2/29/2020 Bank Fees  35.00 
2/29/2020 New Balance 125,234.05  

Signed: DamodarBaliga, Treasurer, NAKA 
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Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any HoonKhabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@gmail.com  
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 

 
 
 
 
 

FREE DOWNLOAD 
Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com 
 

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homaservices offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.com     Email : rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 
Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non-profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand-out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 
supported the development of five businesses that have created over 16,000 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.orgto learn more, or 
please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co-Founder SachiShenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org

 
 

  



Update: March 15, 2020
President: Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar
Secretary/Treasurer
Directors: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 
Rao, Mrs. Aruna Acharya & Dr. Vasudev Shenoy
Founder/Director
Emeritus Directors
& Prof. Vinayak Kudva

 
The Konkani Charitable Fund is the largest Charity in the USA operating since 2008. KCF is an approved 501 ( 3) ( C ) 
Charity hence your donation qualifies for a tax deduction. KCF allows you to direct your donation to the charity o
choice from our approved list. 100 % of your donation dollars go to charity, which is extremely rare. WE WANT TO 
THANK ALL THE DONORS FOR GENEROUSLY DONAT
$285,504 to various charities. Here’s a list of 
 
Name of the Charity    
Seva Bharathi (Chetana)    
Anandashrama Seva Trust   
Srivali Trust     
G.S.B. Scholarship League   
Mangala Seva Samithi Trust   
G.S.B. Sabha      
Seva Bharathi(Lobo School for blind)  
A.S.R.P. Memorial Fund    
World Konkani Center    
Tamahar     
Ramkrishna Math & Mission   
G.S.B. Medical Trust    
GSSS Charitable Foundation   
G.S.B. Sabha     
Canara High School    
Siddhivinayaka Residential School   
Samukta G.S.B. Sabha    
Sandeepan English Medium School  
Saraswati Vidya Mandir    
Mahila Dakshata Samiti    
Vivekananda Vidyavardhaka Sangha  
Chitrapur Saraswat Educational & Relief Society
Kanara Saraswat Assocation   
 
I must give special thanks to “Arpana” Fundraiser 
Acharya, and Veena Kamath & several Volunteers from Bay area. This event has been held since the last five years and 
raised an incredible amount of $ 208,836.00!
Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com  
checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
Devu Baren Koro 
                                                                           KCF Board of Directors.
Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc., 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705  (631)
www.konkanicf.org 
Email: contact@konkanicf.org 
Registered Charity under 501 (3)(C) EIN# 90
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March 15, 2020  
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 

Secretary/Treasurer: Mrs. Veena Kamath 
: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 

Rao, Mrs. Aruna Acharya & Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
Founder/Director: Mr. Ramesh Kamath 
Emeritus Directors: Mr. Ravi Baliga, Mr. Ashok Bhatt, Dr. Ganesh Bhat, Mr. Ananth Prabhu
& Prof. Vinayak Kudva 

The Konkani Charitable Fund is the largest Charity in the USA operating since 2008. KCF is an approved 501 ( 3) ( C ) 
Charity hence your donation qualifies for a tax deduction. KCF allows you to direct your donation to the charity o
choice from our approved list. 100 % of your donation dollars go to charity, which is extremely rare. WE WANT TO 

GENEROUSLY DONATING $294,894 TO KCF in 2019 (A record!). We were able to distribute 
. Here’s a list of most of them. 

  Location   Amount, $
  Mangalore   $34,000
  Puttur, S.K.   $30,000
  Shirali    $29,000
  Wadala, Mumbai  $24,000
  Mangalore   $21,000
  Dahisar, Mumbai   $20,000
  Mangalore   $19,000
  Mangalore   $11,000
  Mangalore   $10,000
  Bangalore   $8,000
  Mangalore   $8,000
  Mumbai   $7,500
  Bangalore   $6,000
  Matunga, Mumbai  $6,000
  Mangalore   $6,000
  Hattangadi   $5,500
  Chennai   $5,000
  Khambadakone   $5,000
  Kochi    $4,000
  Bangalore   $4,000
  Puttur    $2,000

Chitrapur Saraswat Educational & Relief Society  Mumbai   $1,000
  Mumbai   $1,000

I must give special thanks to “Arpana” Fundraiser started by Medha  Acharya with the help of her parents, Ram & Aruna 
Acharya, and Veena Kamath & several Volunteers from Bay area. This event has been held since the last five years and 
raised an incredible amount of $ 208,836.00! 

  to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon of hope. Please send in your 
checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to call (631) 472¬1418. 

KCF Board of Directors. 
Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc., 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705  (631)-472-1418 

Registered Charity under 501 (3)(C) EIN# 90-0482868 

: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 

: Mr. Ravi Baliga, Mr. Ashok Bhatt, Dr. Ganesh Bhat, Mr. Ananth Prabhu 

The Konkani Charitable Fund is the largest Charity in the USA operating since 2008. KCF is an approved 501 ( 3) ( C ) 
Charity hence your donation qualifies for a tax deduction. KCF allows you to direct your donation to the charity of your 
choice from our approved list. 100 % of your donation dollars go to charity, which is extremely rare. WE WANT TO 

We were able to distribute 

Amount, $ 
$34,000 
$30,000 
$29,000 
$24,000 
$21,000 
$20,000 
$19,000 
$11,000 
$10,000 
$8,000 
$8,000 
$7,500 
$6,000 
$6,000 
$6,000 
$5,500 
$5,000 
$5,000 
$4,000 
$4,000 
$2,000 
$1,000 
$1,000 

help of her parents, Ram & Aruna 
Acharya, and Veena Kamath & several Volunteers from Bay area. This event has been held since the last five years and 

to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon of hope. Please send in your 
checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you 


