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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.
There is no doubt in my mind thatKhabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
 
Khabbar Mailing List is probably one of the most important 
document every Konkani in North America should have. The 
Advisory Committee works very hard to keep this list as 
current as possible. All the Khabbar subscribers get this list 
annually and people really love them and use them. But, 
accessing that list is sometimes an issue! 
 

The case in point is I got a call from this Konkani family in 
TX asking me the telephone number for one of our common 
friends. I told him that he can refer to the Khabbar List to get 
that information. He said, “I know that. This Mailing List is so 
important that I kept it at a safe place so that I will never lose 
it. Only problem is I don’t know where exactly I hid it!”. 
 
Editor’s Reply:  
Huh! Senior moment!?! 

 

******
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2020.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2017.Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by 
visitingwww.ekhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription of 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mailing Address: 
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Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
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The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
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E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2017. 
Families who have not paid since 
2016 will not be receiving this issue. 
The numbers on the mailing label 
clearly indicate the year/s the dues for 
Khabbar has been received since 2017 
and if there is any error let me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, whichwill be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
The latest 2020 Khabbar Mailing List 
will be mailed to all the subscribers 
who have paid their dues for 2019. 
TheKhabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-
0222, or email khabbar@gmail.com 

and rest be assured that I’ll 
“Khabbarize” them! 
 
The North American Konkani 
Association (NAKA)under the able 
leadership of Ramesh M. Kamathhas 
been successful in coordinating the 
next Konkani Sammelan in 2020 in 
San Jose, CA. Please, extend your 
support to the new Board. NAKA has 
proposed a bold program to North 
American Konkani community to 
revive the ever-popular Konkani 
Sammelans. Hope the community will 
support this program and help NAKA. 
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world.Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
Correspondents in your area who send 
in the hoonKhabbars on a regular 
basis are doing an outstanding job. 
Remember, if it did not appear in 
Khabbar, then it did not happen in 
North America! You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@gmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only nine people got the right answer 
this time!!Let us see how you will do 
with this quarter’s quiz. 
 

The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani 
BhasAniSanskritiPratistanisgood. 
Thanks to BastiGanapathiShenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help 
KonkaniBhasAniSanskritiPratistan.
Please, call him at (702)-341-6706 or 
email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  if 
interested to extend your help for this 
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has 
become a center of attraction and I 
urge all North American Konkanis to 
visit the Kendra to see in what way 
they can benefit from this. 
 
Khabbarwill always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s the link to 
all the special appeals: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Happy Holidays & Happy New Year 
to you all. 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
     

Vasanth 
Honorary Editor 
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HoonKhabbar 
Congratulations: 

The Indian Cultural Society of 
East Brunswick, NJ  celebrated 
its 20th anniversary on December 
8, 2019 with a dinner & 
entertainment program. The 
audiences were thrilled by the 
children’s dance performers who 
included Alia Pai and Ayla Pai, 
daughters of Dr. Ajit & Amie 
Pai. 

 
New Arrival: 

SONIA CAROLYN, a baby girl 
to Sandeep & Karina Kini of 
Seattle, WA. on April 
30th2019.The proud paternal 
grandparents are Dr. Panduranga 
& Shobha Kini of Swansea, IL. 
and  the maternal grandparents 
are Steve & Kristine Walker of 
Spokane, WA. 
 
KYRA, a baby girl to Vishwas 
and Kavya Bhat, Fremont, CA on 
September 4th, 2019. A little 
sister to big brother, Vihaan. 
 
NAMAN, a baby boy to Naresh 
Kamath & Ranjitha Pai of 
Fremont, CA on October 3rd, 
2019. 
 

Relocation: 
The DHRUVAKUMARS, 
Dhruva & Ramani, have 
relocated from Sudbury, MA to 8 
Durkin Place, Riverside, CT 
06878.  The new home phone 
number is (203) 302-3792 and 
email ID: banurd@hotmail.com 
 

Newlyweds: 
Dr. & Mrs.Panduranga & Shobha 
Kini of Swansea, IL. celebrated 
the marriage of their daughter 
Sow. SMITA with Chi. 
RAJSHEKAR, s/o  K. 
Lakshminarayana & Shanta 
Kamath  of Colorado Springs, 
CO on Saturday Sep.7th 2019 at 
the Crystal Ballroom of Marriott 
St. Louis Grand in downtown St. 
Louis, MO. The newlyweds 
reside in Chicago, IL. 
 
Sri Ganesh & Smt. Prathima 
Shenoy of Mysuru celebrated the 
wedding of their son, Chi. 
ARJUN of Austin, TX with Sow. 
VIJETHA, d/o Dr. Vivekananda 
& Dr. Jyothi Shenoy of 
Gonikoppal on Sunday 
November 10th 2019  at 11:44 am 
(Makara Lagnam) at Govind Rao 
Memorial Hall in Mysuru. 
 

Obituary: 
Mr. VISHWANATH BHAT 
(81) of Chino Hills, CA passed 
away peacefully after a long 
illness on September 23rd, 
2019.He was preceded in death 
by his wife Shalini. He is 
survived by his children Sheela ( 
Manju) Prabhu and Shailesh 
(Aarti) Bhat, as well as his four 
grandchildren. He will also be 
missed by his many friends in 
California and his sister in law 
Padmini (Krishna) Nayak and 
family from Michigan. 
 
RAMANATH PAI (84) passed 
away on November 24, 2019 at 
Dombivili, a suburb of Mumbai 
after brief illness, Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to his 
brothers Mudlagiri Pai of Plano, 
TX and Sadananda Pai of 
Cypress, TX. His nephews 
include Prakash Pai  of Plano, 
TX, Nagesh Pai of L.A, Vinay 
Pai of Palo Alto, CA, Vivek Pai 
of Princeton, NJ, Vijay Pai of 
San Ramon, CA. His nieces in U. 
S include Geeta Shanbhag, 
Lewisville, TX and Sandhya 
Shenoy of Spring TX.   

Konkani Happenings 
Houston Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS) held the annual Diwali celebrations at Paris banquet Hall in Stafford, TX 
on Saturday October 26, 2019 from 5:30 pm to 11:00 pm. 
 
Konkani Sabha held their annual Diwali program on Saturday October 19, 2019 at Sri Venkateshwara Temple/New 
Auditorium and Banquet Hall in Bridgewater, NJ  
 
Konkani Association Of California (KAOCA) held their annual Diwali function on Saturday October 26, 2019 at 
Evergreen Valley High School in San Jose, CA. The event included Tannik, Entertainment, dinner and DJ dancing. 
 
American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA) held their annual Diwali on picnic on Saturday November 9th , 
2019 at Bartlett Community Center. 
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Seattle Washington Amchigale Samaj (SWAS) celebrated their annual Diwali on Saturday November 2nd, 2019 at 
Highland Community Center in Bellevue, WA. 
 
Dallas Fort Worth Konkani Samaj (DFWKS)  held their Holiday party on Saturday December 7, 2019 at Aurora 
Event Center in Plano, TX. The event theme was “Masquerade”. 
 

KAOCA raises over $150,000 for the Konkani Sammelan 2020 
With the help of the local Sammelan host KAOCA, the “Konkani Sammelan 2020 Kickoff dinner” was held on 
September 22nd, 2019, in Milpitas Community Center. More than 300 people attended this event and enjoyed the 
awesome entertainment from KAOCAns, followed by delicious food catered from Jalsa Catering. Fundraising 
committee presented special donation packages for the Sammelan that received generous support from the attendees 
raising over $150,000! 
 

Arpana – 2019 raises over $56,000 for the Konkani Charitable Fund 
Arpana-2019 was a fundraiser Indian classical dance show held in Silver Creek High School, San Jose, on Sunday, 
December 8th, 2019. Arpana, which literally means “an offering”, was started by Medha Acharya in 2015 with the 
help of her parents as well as their friends and Bay Area volunteers.   
 
This year’s event, the fifth Arpana show, showcased four outstanding young Konkani dancers from the Bay Area. 
Rajnita Kamath, Chaya Manjeshwar, Tanvi Kamath, and Niya Shenoy dazzled while performing both individual and 
group Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi dances. Generous donations raised over $56,000 this year, contributing to the 
grand total of over $210,000 that has been raised by the Arpana fundraiser over the past five years. 100% of this 
collection will be distributed to the following charities in India:  
 
1.  Chetana Child Development Centre, Mangalore  
2.  Anandashrama Seva Trust, Puttur  
3.  Srivali Trust, Shirali  
4.  Ramakrishna Mutt and Mission, Mangalore  
5.  World Konkani Center, Mangalore  
6.  ASRP Memorial Fund, Mangalore  
 
Aruna & Ram Acharya, the organizers, thanked everyone for their support and generosity, and shared their plan to 
continue Arpana over the years as a fundraising opportunity and a platform for young Konkani talent in the Bay 
Area 
 

Konkani Association of Georgia celebrates Diwali 2019 
 

The Konkani Association of Georgia (KAOG) had their 
annual Diwali celebration on November 9th at the Gurukul in 
Duluth from 5-11 PM.  For the second year in a row, a new 
venue was chosen, and it fit the bill from the viewpoint of 
both audience and performers. It is the finale of the year, 
and as always, it started with pooja and arti. This year set up 
near the arti was art by kids. The art added to the decor, 
besides creating interest among people readying for the 
spectacle that is entertainment. 
 
Following the arti was the most awaited program of the 
evening - the entertainment. It started with a spell-binding 
and beautiful Ganesha dance by Tanvi Shanbhag, who 
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performed the dance gracefully. Tanvi then got into ‘mufti’ for her other main task of the evening - emceeing 
the program along with Diya Kamath and Shriya Nayak. The association always strives to put together an 
eclectic offering of songs and high-energy dances across genders, genres and ages, built around a couple of 
skits. This time, the adult dances had a storyline - the journey of a couple of falling in love through to marriage 
and beyond. Each stage in the journey was portrayed by a dance. There were Bollywood dances by not only 
children, but several medleys by ladies and gents set to choreography that was top-notch by Savita Shanbhag, 
who worked with all the groups spread across the northern suburbs.  

One of the high points of the evening was a skit 
involving kids, and a couple of adults, entirely in 
Konkani, with flawless delivery of lines by the young 
actors none older than twelve years. Written by 
resident playwright Banur Nageshrao, who 
conducted the practice almost entirely by phone, it 
involved a hilarious situation on an airline in flight. 
Not many in the audience quite knew how it ended, 
but it didn’t matter! A unique and endearing aspect of 
Konkani - repeat words such as chiri-chiri - was 
woven into the names of various characters and 
other things (such as Piri, Pat, etc.). The language 
seemed to be in good hands as it gets passed down 
to the next generation!  
 
The association welcomed Ram Acharya visiting 
from California, who is co-president of the 2020 
Konkani Sammelan in San Jose, CA in July. It is the 
first Sammelan after the hugely successful one in 
Atlanta in 2016, and there appears a lot of 
enthusiasm from the Georgia Konkanis to show up in 
greater numbers (while dispensing advice!) as the 
immediate past host. KAOG’s teen aged 
photographer Soham Honnavar enthusiastically 
clicked all the pictures. 
 
Post dinner, it was time to take to the dance floor. 
Before dinner, the committee for the next year was 
selected, with several first-timers stepping up. The 

president Murali Shenoy expressed his gratitude to 
the present committee for pulling off fine programs 
this year so well. 
 
The KAOG was formed in 2000, when a few families 
who have been meeting informally decided to form an 
association. Member events typically occur three 
times a year - Yugadi celebrations in March/April, a 
summer picnic in an outdoor setting, and Diwali 
celebrations in October/November. There are about 
60 active families in the Atlanta metro area, and the 
few families strewn across Georgia who 
enthusiastically make the trip for each of the events. 
The Diwali program is the grand finale, capping off the 

years’ events, and occasion to showcase the talents of the community, and encourage participation. This 
year’s celebration capped off a year of successful events with tremendous participation at all levels, setting off 
a positive vibe for 2020. In the 20th year next year, plans are afoot for a robust celebration of the evolution of a 
small, yet vibrant and close-knit community 
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Konkani Sammelan – 2020 in San Jose, CA – An Update 
Namaskaru, 
 
We are excited to present some new updates for Konkani Sammelan 2020. 
As we announced earlier, the Sammelan will be held in San Jose McEnery 
Convention Center from July 2nd - 4th, 2020. Our theme is “San Jose- Hod 
Gammath” and we want to see all of you there to celebrate our culture 
together in this monumental 10th North American Konkani Sammelan!  
 
Registration: 
Thank you to everyone that has already registered for the Konkani 
Sammelan 2020, we are happy to share that we have had close to 900 
confirmed registration entries within the first 4 months! Early bird registrations 

will be available until Dec 31st, 2019, so please register by then to avail early bird discount. You can register 
online at www.konkanisammelan.org, where you can also find information about the venue, program schedule, 
hospitality arrangements and more. 
  
Highlights of the Sammelan: 

 Variety of entertainment, that includes music, dance, drama, stand-up comedy, and other art forms. 
 Keynote speeches from celebrities from different fields including Technology/Innovation, Culture, Social 

Service, Movies, and Religion. 
 Entire set of events just for young Konkanis to meet and connect with one another.   
 Sumptuous, authentic and finger licking Konkani food throughout the Sammelan. 

 
Call for Awards of Excellence: 
The Konkani Sammelan 2020 Awards Committee is continuing to request nominations for Konkani Sammelan 
2020 Awards for Excellence in the following fields. Please submit names of Konkanis in North America who 
have made significant contributions and achievements in the fields:     

 Technology: Achievements in engineering, computer sciences, or other technology-related fields 
 Outstanding Contribution by a Youth: Outstanding achievements in academic or extracurricular 

activities  

The nominees must be Konkanis or spouses of Konkanis residing in North America. 
The Awards Committee will be in touch with the Nominee(s) and/or nominator(s) for additional information 
required to make an equitable selection. Please submit your nominations using the Award Nomination Form on 
the konkanisammelan.org website. 
 
Attending Sammelan from India:  
During our short visit to India last month, we met several leaders of Konkani organizations in Karnataka to 
discuss about our Sammelan. We have invited these leaders and the members of their organizations to attend 
our Sammelan. We metvery enthusiastic people there and hope to see a large participation in 2020 Sammelan 
from India.  
We are happy to announce that Chariot World Tours is providing travel services for our Sammelan attendees 
from India. They have arranged East Coast and West Coast tour packages including Konkani Sammelan 2020 
as a part of their itineraries. Chariot will be providing discounted air fares, visa services and tour packages. 
They will also help our visitors from India in registering for the Sammelan, and in the booking of hotels for it, 
thus serving as a one-stop-shop.  
Please visit this page: https://www.chariotworldtours.com/location/konkani-sammelan-with-usa for more details 
on the comprehensive tour packages and services provided by Chariot World Tours.  
 
Media Partner from India:  
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We are happy to announce that “Youth of GSB”, a popular TV and YouTube Konkani channel based in 
Mangalore has agreed to be the official media partner for Konkani Sammelan 2020 from India. They will cover 
the entire Sammelan from San Jose Convention Center though their TV, YouTube, and Facebook channels. 
 
Donor & Sponsorship Packages: 
A huge part of the success of the Sammelan depends on your donations and sponsorships with every 
Sammelan showing an outpouring of support from within the Konkani community as well as from well-wishers 
outside the community. We have attractive donor &corporate sponsorship packages available. To avail these 
package offers, please contact:  
Milind Gokarn, Fundraising Chair, (milind.gokarn@mynaka.org / 408-425-9717) 
 
Once again, we eagerly invite you to register and come to the Konkani Sammelan 2020 to make Sammelan 2020 a big 
success. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call us at 408-459-8423 or email us at 
askammani@konkanisammelan.org 
Devu Baren Koro, 

Aruna & Ram Acharya    
Presidents, Konkani Sammelan 2020 

 
 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

Padmashree Suresh Gundu Amonkar, Goa Passes Away. 
Great Konkani Educationist, writer and translator  Padmashree Awardee 
Suresh Gundu Amonkar (86)passed away on 8-12-2019 at his house in Goa. 
Mr. Suresh Gundu Amonkar had deeply studied Budhist, Jain Literatures.  He  
translated Jataka Kathas, Dhammapada, Crishta Purana, Jain Purana, Sri 
Bhhagavantan Gayeele Geetha (Srimad Bhagavad Geetha) Tamil Poet 
Tiruvalluvaras “Tirukkural” and ‘Jnaneshwari’ from Marathi to Konkani 
language. His ‘Dhammapada’ (Konkani) Translation got him Central Sahitya 
AkademiAward  in1999.  He was a professor in Kenya (Africa) University for a 

long time and then returned to India. Govt of Goa honoured him and then Govt of India honoured him with 
Padma Shree Award  in 2009 also Dr. Amonkar was also honoured with Smt. Vimala V. Pai Vishwa Konkani 
Jeevan Sidhi Award in 2015 for his great works in Konkani Translation. He was appointed as President of Goa 
Konkani Academy in 2018.   

Late B.V.Baliga (Founder  Editor Konkani) had translated  and published Bhagavd Githa to Konkani 
Language   in the year 1959. Now the 2nd edition of the book is released at Udyavar (Udupi Dist) on 8th Sept 
2019 by Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, Founder and President World Konkani Centre, Mr. Jagannath Kamath 
C.A presided. Dr. T.M.A. Foundation Manipal, World Konkani Centre  and Veera Venkatesh Charitable Trust 
Mangaluru, have sponsored the addition published by Mr. A.M.Hegde, Udyavara.  

Mr. K. Surendra Rao, Calicut(Kozhikod, Kerala)Editor Saraswath Vani died on 24-09-2019. He was a great 
supporter of Konkani activities in Kerala and had organized All India Konkani Parishad Adhiveshan in Calicut 
in 2005.  

Dassera and Sri Mahanavami were celebrated throughout India from 29th Sept to 8th October 2019 with colour 
and gaity.  

Govt of India has announced the merger of Corporation Bank (Estd 1905 in Udupi) with Union Bank and 
Andhra Banks and also Syndicate Bank (Estd in 1924 in Udupi) with Canara Bank (Estd in 1906).  
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Vidyakalpaka Vidyarthi Vetana Nidhi  for G.S.B  students, established by great Konkani donor, Philanthropist 
of Mangaluru Mr. C.A. Nandagopal Shenoy and his team distributed Rs. 28 lakhs to P.U.C and Degree class 
Students  at a Gala function held at Muniyal (Karkala) on 13th Oct 2019. Mr. Pradeep G. Pai (Managing 
Director Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd) Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy (Founder President World Konkani Centre) 
presided.  

Dr. Karkal Jagadish Pai appointed as President of Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Akademy with 11 other 
members by Govt of Karnataka. Dr. Pai is an Ayurveda Medical practitioner in Karkala and a write.  His 
articles have appeared on various magazines   in Karnataka and he has  published 2 valuable books on health 
subjects.  

Deepavali -Festival of Lights - was celebrated throughout India from 26th to 30th with great funfare and 
festivities.   

Vishwa Konkani Stree Shakti Mission arranged an Exhibition cum sales of Articles and Garments produced by 
members of the Stree Shakti Mission during Sri Vitoba Temple Bhajana Mandir Saptaha from 2nd Nov to 8th 
Nov 2019 at Mangaluru.   

Vishwa Konkani Awards Ceremony-2019  

Prestigious Vishwa Konkani Awards were sponsored by Mr. T V Mohandas Pai Philanthropist and Chairman 
of Manipal global education, Bengaluru,  conferred on seven eminent achievers in various fields in a grand 
ceremony held on Nov 23rd, 2019 at T.V.Raman Pai Convention Hall, Mangaluru. Dr Ramakant Krishnaji 
Deshpande, director, Asian Institute of Oncology, Mumbai and Dr Austin D Souza Prabhu,Chicago Editor 
and publisher of  “Veez Konkani Magazine” weekly were the Chief Guest.    

Founder President of Vishwa Konkani Kendra Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy welcomed the gathering. Chairman of 
Manipal global education, Bengaluru Mr. T V Mohandas Pai gave the Keynote address.  Mrs. P Sabitha 
Sathish Pai, Bengaluru, Mr. C.D. Kamath, Chairman of Award Selection Committee,  Vishwa Konkani 
Kendra Vice Presidents Sri Kudpi Jagadish Shenoy, Mr. Gilbert D’Souza, Mr. Venkatesh N.Baliga, 
Treasurer Mr. B.R.Bhat, Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund (VKSSF) President Mr.Ramdas 
Kamath U, Secretary  Mr. Pradeep G. Pai,  and other dignitaries were present.     

1)Smt. Vimala V.Pai Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Puraskar  for  Best Konkani Novel  ‘JAANVAY’  Author Sri 
Devidas Kadam, Goa  

2)Best Konkani Kavita Kruti Puraskar for “THODE EKANT” A Collections of Konkani Poems, Author Smt. 
Shakuntala R.Kini, Mangaluru.  

3) Smt. Vimala V.Pai Vishwa Konkani Jeevan Sidhi Puraskar for Sri. Rocky V.Miranda, Mysuru.  (Assistant, 
Associate) Professor, Department of Linguistics, Univ of Minnesota, USA, 1970-1995.  

``Basti Vaman Shenoy Vishwa Konkani Life time Service Awards’’ for 1) Male category: Sri K. Raghavendra 
Pai, Mysuru, Internationally acclaimed Yoga exponent.   

2) Woman category: Smt.  Meera Srinivas Shanbhag, Kumta Founder President of Shrinivas Charitable Trust 
Kumta for her services to mankind, through scholarships to students, building classrooms, open air theatre, 
Gold age homes for senior citizens etc.   

 “Smt. Vimala V.Pai Vishwa Konkani Special Awards”   



 

Khabbar XLII  No. 4  Page: 10 

1.Smt Vasanthi R.Nayak, Mangaluru famous Musician and Founder of Swarashree Kalavedike Trust (R) , 
Mangaluru  

2.Sri Suhas Yashawanth Dalal, Goa who has written articles in Konkani and English from Goa Freedom 
Movement days.  

 Each award carries a purse of Rs 1.00 lakh in Cash, Citation, Memento, Shawl and Sriphal. 
 

Philanthropist Dr. Jagannath Shenoi conferred “Valuable Citizen of Mysuru” Award 
Mysore Literary Forum Charitable Trust conferred the “Valuable Citizen of Mysuru” award to industrialist and 
philanthropist Dr. M. Jagannath Shenoi as a part of the second edition of the Mysore Literature Festival on 
Saturday November 17, 2018 at Hotel Southern Star in the city at 7:00 pm. 
Star of Mysore Editor-in-Chief K. B. Ganapathy conferred the award. On that occasion, there was a piano 
concert by musicians Natalia and Liudmila. 

 
Dr. Jagannath Shenoi: Profile 
Soft spoken, kind and humble to a fault, Dr. Jagannath Shenoi, 64, is a person molded 
differently. Unaffected either by the riches he supervises or the challenges he has to face 
as the person at the helm of Mysuru’s iconic Mangalore Ganesh Beedi Works, Jagannath 
Shenoi’s philanthropy is legendary and his contribution to Mysuru invaluable. 
 
A person who is averse to his large hearted charitable activities being made public, many 
only know of Dr. Shenoi’s acumen as a shrewd businessman after emerging at the helm 
of affairs of Mangalore Ganesh Beedi Works on Jan. 7, 1995, and his handling of a 
business vulnerable to government policies., regulations and growing health awareness. 

His contribution to Mysuru and Karnataka in general is immense. As the Government began exert controls on 
the beedi industry, he diversified his business interests, keeping pace with the changing times, and creating 
more employment opportunities. DMS Technologies Pvt. Ltd. At Belavadi of which he is a Director, is today 
one of the top PCB manufacturers, and gives employment to many. A socially conscious entrepreneur, Dr. 
Shenoi operates a solar electricity plant in Tumakuru. In the area of education, he is the chairman of GSSS 
Institute of Engineering and Technology for Women. He also manages the Govinda Rao Memorial School at 
Lakshmipuram in Mysuru offering education from Nursery to SSLC. 
 

Konkani sees sharpest drop in speakers in India 
By: Gauree Malkarnekar (July 29, 2018 Times Of India) 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/64792344.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cp
pst 
Note: This article as appeared on TOI newspaper on 29.06.2018. This is the reason why we should insist on our people to 
speak Konkani at home and specially with family. Please do not entertain our next generation to converse in English as a 
fashion statement. Save our mother tongue for generations to come or else it is a question of time where it goes to 
extinction.  
 
Panaji: Across India, 22.5 lakh people identify Konkani as their mother tongue. Of these, 9.6 lakh form 68% of Goa’s 
population. Unfortunately, the number of people calling Konkani their first language has dropped in the country by over 
two lakh since Census 2001. 
Other than Urdu, therefore, Konkani is the only scheduled language in the country to have seen a decadal growth 
between Census 2001 and Census 2011, according to recently released data. While Urdu speakers in India were down by 
-1.4%, the decline in Konkani speakers was much sharper at -9.3%. Of the 22 scheduled languages in the country, 
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Konkani has been pushed to the 19th spot when one counts the number of those in India who regard the language as 
their mother tongue. 
Dogri speakers have surpassed those speaking Konkani in pure numbers since the previous census. 
Among India’s scheduled languages, Manipuri, Bodo and Sanskrit are the only languages after Konkani that have fewer 
people identifying as their mother tongues. 
In Goa itself, for every 10,000 individuals, there are over 6,500 who identify Konkani as their mother tongue. But, those 
identifying Hindi (1,029) and Kannada (466) as their first language was recorded to be rising for every 10,000 people in 
the state. 
As many as 1.6 lakh identify Marathi as their mother tongue in Goa. Urdu, Malayalam and Telugu also have over 10,000 
individuals in the state who call it their first language. 
Nationally, of the 22.5 lakh calling Konkani as their mother tongue, 21.4 lakh speak the main stream version of the 
language, followed by over 50,000 who speak a dialect called Gorboli/Goru/Gorwani. Then, there are over 23,000 who 
speak Malwani version of Konkani, 17,000 the Kudubi/Kudumbi version, 13,000 the Nawait version, and 5,388 other 
dialects. 
 
 

Mangalore Today Legends 
http://www.mangaloretoday.com/opinion/A-Mangalorean-PM-and-his-RBI-Governor-Brother-The-Extraordinary-story-of-the-
Benegal-Brothers.html 
 
*A MANGALOREAN PRIME MINISTER AND HIS RBI GOVERNOR BROTHER: THE EXTRAORDINARY STORY OF THE 
BENEGAL BROTHERS.* 
 
Despite their glorious legacy and contribution to the nation, the trio of Sir Benegal Narsing Rau, Sir Benegal Rama Rau and Benegal 
Shiva Rau are today sadly forgotten. 
 
*By Dr Anil Shetty* 
 
MANGALORE TODAY NEWS NETWORK  
 
What if I told you that a Mangalorean was once a Prime Minister and was also one of the principal framers of 
the Constitution of India? And that his equally accomplished brother was the longest serving Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of India? The headline might sound like click bait, but all of it is true - this is the incredible true 
story of Mangalore’s Benegal brothers.    
 
Our city has had many eminent and distinguished citizens but probably the most illustrious family ever in 
Mangalore and probably one of the most illustrious in this country was the Benegal family. But sadly, hardly 
anyone knows that these super achievers were Mangaloreans nor is Mangalore associated with their numerous 
accomplishments, something this article hopes to remedy. The sons of Benegal Raghavendra Rau an eminent 
doctor in Mangalore, the eldest son and probably the least well known among the siblings, Benegal Sanjiv 
Rau, was a Dean of Benares University.  
 
The second son Sir Benegal Narsing Rau, was born in 1887 in Mangalore. He studied at Canara School and 
was the topper in the Madras Presidency and joined Presidency College, Madras. There he earned degrees in 
English, Sanskrit, Physics and Mathematics. He then obtained a scholarship which enabled him to study at 
Trinity College, Cambridge. In 1909 he returned to India and cleared the Indian Civil Service Examination and 
joined the Civil Service but shortly thereafter shifted to the judiciary. Due to his stellar work he was awarded 
the Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire in 1934. In 1935 he was appointed as a judge of the Calcutta 
High Court. He also chaired the Indus Water Commission on the sharing of river water between Punjab and 
Sind.  
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He was knighted in 1938, retired from service in 1944 and was then appointed as the Prime Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir! Yes, I am not making any of this up. He was appointed the Prime Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir from February 1944 to June 1945 by the Dogra Kings. The chief executive of Jammu and Kashmir 
was called the Prime Minister and this continued even after Independence until March 1965, when the elected 
post was re-designated as the Chief Minister after a constitutional amendment. In 1945 Sir Benegal Narsing Rau 
resigned from the post of the Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir following major differences with the 
Maharaja of Kashmir.  
 
In 1946, he was invited by U Aung San, the Prime Minister of Burma to assist in drafting their constitution. 
After completing his task there, he began working at the reforms office of the Government of India and was 
subsequently appointed as the constitutional advisor to the Constituent Assembly.  So the first draft of the 
Indian constitution was prepared by a Mangalorean! Sir BN Rau prepared 243 articles of the constitution. Later 
the drafting committee headed by Dr B. R. Ambedkar expanded it to 315 articles. Dr Ambedkar himself credits 
Sir Benegal Narsing Rau for doing a major portion of the work of drafting the Constitution. From 1949 to 1952 
he served as India’s permanent representative at the United Nations and was the President of the United Nations 
Security Council in 1950. In 1952 he began to serve on the bench of the International Court of Justice but a year 
into his tenure he succumbed to ill health and died at Zurich in 1953.              
                          
The third brother, Sir Benegal Rama Rau was born in 1889. Like his elder sibling he too studied at Presidency 
College in Chennai, and then further at King’s College in Cambridge. Following his brother’s career path, he 
joined the civil service in 1919, worked as undersecretary and then deputy secretary to the Government of 
Madras and subsequently as Secretary to the Government of India first at the finance department and then the 
industries department. Later he was the Deputy High Commissioner for India in London from 1934 to 1938 and 
High Commissioner of India to South Africa from 1939 to 1941. In 1939 before he was elevated to High 
Commissioner he, like his brother earlier, was knighted.  
 
He was appointed the first ambassador to Japan in 1947, and in 1948, the Indian ambassador to the U.S. From 
July 1949 to January 1957 he served as the 4th Governor of the Reserve Bank of India. Among all the 
Governors of the RBI, past and present, he holds the longest tenure. Sir Benegal Rau resigned from the post of 
the Governor of the RBI because of serious differences with the then Finance Minister of India T. T. 
Krishnamachari, the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru sided with his Finance Minister and this made the 
Governor’s position untenable and he gracefully resigned. 
 
Sir Benegal Rama Rau’s wife, Lady Dhanvanthi Rama Rau, was as illustrious as her RBI Governor husband. A 
Kashmiri pandit raised in Hubli, she had first met her husband in Madras.  She founded the Family Planning 
Association of India and served as the President of the International Planned Parenthood Federation. She was 
awarded the Padma Bhushan in 1959. 
 
The youngest brother, Benegal Shiva Rau was born in Mangalore in 1891. He graduated like his brothers from 
Presidency College in Chennai, worked as a journalist for the Hindu and then the Manchester Guardian. He was 
a member of the Constituent Assembly and a member of the Lok Sabha from 1952 to 1957 and the Rajya Sabha 
from 1957-1960. He was awarded the Padma Bhushan. He died in 1975.  
 
The family name 'Benegal' comes from Benegal a small village between Karkala and Mangalore. The Raus 
were Chitrapur Brahmins. Like the Jews and Parsis, this small community of 30,000 people has had an 
overwhelming influence on society. Today it seems we have consigned to oblivion our city’s and its citizens’ 
history. Nostalgia often renders a rose tinted perspective of the past, but sometimes we have to look back at our 
glorious past to realize the accomplishments and contributions of our forefathers, the great deeds and significant 
actions that shaped our present and will determine our future.      
*** 
Dr Anil Shetty is a Professor of Pediatrics at Father Muller Medical College, Mangalore. He is an avid chronicler of Mangalore’s past. 
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KONKANI FOOD GETS RECOGNITION : Surnoli, everybody’s favorite in Mangalore.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/22/magazine/a-superior-
pancake.html?action=click&module=Editors%20Picks&pgtype=Homepage 

A Superior Pancake 
Aug. 22, 2018 

 
Gentl and Hyers for The New York Times. Food stylist: Frances Boswell. Prop stylist: Pamela 
Duncan Silver.  

Surnoli, the delicious south Indian griddlecakes made from rice and coconut, do look a bit like 
pancakes. They’re soft, round and puffy, about the size of a diner’s silver dollars, and can be 
served as a warm stack with a piece of melting butter on top. I like mine with ghee and honey, 
and a cup of black tea. But surnoli batter contains no egg and no flour. Made from rice and 
coconut, puréed in a blender, surnoli batter is usually fermented with yogurt or buttermilk 
overnight. And in hot kitchens, where the fermentation can’t help rushing ahead, even less 
time is required for the tiny air bubbles to form and a gentle tang to develop. 
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Raw, the batter is thick and almost gritty. It behaves differently in the bowl from any pancake 
batter I know. Poured into a hot pan with clarified butter, the surnoli cooks all the way on one 
side only, receiving no flip at all — because it’s not a pancake, not exactly — and when it’s 
done, it’s fat and spongy and beautiful, pitted all over with a distinct network of holes. It might 
still look like a pancake, but it’s softer and more cushiony, filled with a sweet, coconut-scented 
steam. Comparing it to a pancake is a kind of injustice. 

My Konkani father grew up eating surnoli, which my grandfather made at home in Nairobi to 
have for breakfast on Sunday mornings. He let the batter sit out in the warmest spot of the un-
air-conditioned kitchen with a cloth over the top for however long it took the batter to bubble 
up and burp with life. Actually he made two separate batters: one plain for himself and my 
grandmother, and one with added jaggery — a rich, butterscotch-like sugar made from date 
palms or sugar cane — for my father. They ate the surnoli still warm, drizzled with homemade 
ghee. 

But it wasn’t the pancake of choice in my own childhood home, because my father was more 
comfortable cooking French food than Indian. When my father made pancakes, he made huge, 
thin crepes, soft to the touch except on their outermost, browned, lacy edges. And we ate 
them rolled up with white sugar and lemon juice, which inevitably dripped out on one end and 
made the table sticky. I cooked those kinds of pancakes, too, until an auntie living in Chicago 
gave me a couple of South Indian cookbooks as a present. 

These books were full of pancakes, a whole universe of pancakes that deviated from the ones I 
knew. They were made from tapioca and arrowroot, from steamed jackfruit seeds and 
shredded coconut, cucumbers and even the grated, inner white rinds of watermelons. Many 
required time to ferment or, lacking time, a little blue-capped bottle of Eno. Though it’s 
generally advertised as an antacid, Eno is often used in Indian kitchens to hurry the 
fermentation process with a lot of Indian-style batters. Once it’s added to a wet base, the 
sodium bicarbonate and citric acid immediately get to work, fizzing up, aerating and souring 
the mix within a few seconds. A few writers suggested that you could, in a pinch, add a half 
teaspoon or so to the surnoli batter just before you were ready to start cooking it, and skip the 
fermentation. Or simply help it along if it was sluggish and you were hungry and ready to eat. 

 
Gentl and Hyers for The New York Times. Food stylist: Frances Boswell. Prop stylist: Pamela 
Duncan Silver.  

On a first try, I made the surnoli wrong, too liquid, too thin, shaping them in the pan with the 
back of a ladle so they were unevenly thin and thick. My reference point was the wrong kind of 
pancake. So I called my father and studied some photos and tried again. “They should be fat in 
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the middle and full of holes,” he told me. “And they should taste simply of coconut and rice, 
with only a hint of sourness.” 

I cooked surnoli on the day I was meant to leave town to visit him and the rest of my family in 
Los Angeles, pre-buttering a couple of good-looking piles in my Brooklyn kitchen and carefully 
loading them in my backpack. I thought I’d share them with my father and surprise him, but 
also ask him, with his firsthand memories of surnoli, for a few more answers. Were these like 
the ones he remembered? Were they fermented far enough, or maybe a little too much? 
Were the ones made with Eno an acceptable substitute? And if they were so easy to make, 
which they were, why had he never made them for me? But I’d skipped breakfast, and rushed 
out the door hungry, and within the first hour of my flight, all the pancakes I’d made for him 
were gone. “That’s all right,” he said when I told him later and he finished laughing at me. “We 
can make them together at Christmas.” 

Biography: Sri K. Venugopal Nayak (birth 2-10-1918; death 28-7-1974 
From the collection of: -   Dr. Krishna Nayak, Rochester Hills, MI 

 
Published by beloved children: 
Sri. K. Rama Nayak 
Dr. K. Krishna Nayak 
Smt. Kasturi Yathish Kini, Mumbai 
Smt. Sumitha Anand Rao, Mumbai and 
Smt. Shobha Devdas Shenoy, Bangalore 
 
OFFERING 
“You don’t need a mirror to see your palm”. However, for inspiring future generation constantly a need for permanent 
memorial of Sri. K. VENUGOPAL NAYAK was felt. The Junior College Betterment Committee decided in 1974 to install his 
statue within school premises. Government permission was obtained in 1979. The statue was installed on school’s annual 
day and unveiled by the programme committee chairman Sri. Erya Laxmi Narayana Alva. On this occasion a brief life 
history is being brought out and placed before all those who were dear to him as prayful homage to Sri. Venugopal 
Nayak. 
 
HOMAGE 
Sri Venugopal Nayak was born on 2-10-1918 in Uppinangady which is another name for holy place Gayapada or South 
Kashi in Malnadu. He was the only son of Sri Rama Nayak and Smt. Radha Nayak. They belonged to famous Pangal Nayak 
Family. He lost his father at a tender age of three and mother at ten. Thus, he had to shoulder the responsibility of 
looking after his six sisters and getting them settled in life. He could complete his high school education up to 8 th standard 
in his native place. 
 
He joined Congress Party in 1937 at the age of 18. He was the member of South Kanara District Congress Committee. 
Later he became an active member and working committee member. He served as President of greater circle congress 
committee which was then called as ‘Circle Congress Committee’. This represented one lakh population divided into 17 
circles and 93 villages. He worked with devotion, in national programmes like Khadi for self-reliance, Use of indigenous 
goods, Prohibition of Liquor, Eradication of Untouchability, Welfare of Backward classes, Promotion of Hindi language, 
Reforms in co-operative institutions, eradication of illiteracy, schools for the aged, and solving unemployment problem. 
He encouraged youth to undertake social service activities. As a member of Karnataka Regional Congress Committee, he 
won the admiration of people and senior leaders in addition to gain vast experience in political affairs. He attended 
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meetings regularly of All India Congress Committee as a member. He was instrumental in solving several socio-political 
problems amicably. He won the confidence of national leaders like Sri Kamaraj Nadar, K. Hanumanthaiah, S. Nijalingappa, 
Srinivas Mallya, T. A. Pai, T. M. A. Pai, and Lal Bahadur Shastri. Even though he evinced keen interest in several facets of 
public life he did not hanker after positions of power and rendered selfless service to society. 
He was elected to South Kanara District Board in 1953. As he played an important role in opening of New Primary Schools 
and upgrading existing ones to Secondary Schools. He mobilised the old students of primary school of Uppinangady in 
meeting the people of the town and enabled them to form High School Committee. He succeeded in persuading Sri 
Naimpally Rama Rao and Shivarao brothers to donate 6 acres and 40 cents of land for construction of school in 1955. The 
Chief Minister of then Madras State Sri C. Subramanyam inaugurated the Middle school on 13-10-1956. The foundation 
stone was laid by Sri H. Narasimha, South Kanara District Deputy Commissioner. He had to travel to Madras several times 
while following up Government Approval for school. His personal needs had less importance in the list of his priorities. He 
led the group to Bombay and Bangalore collecting contributions from well-wishers, friends and others and mobilised Rs. 
1,30,000 which was utilized in the construction of 3 buildings, purchase of Academic and Sports Equipments, construction 
of toilets, water wells, library, laboratory, playground, etc. Administration of the school was entrusted to the district 
board. He solved the problems of students and teachers with keen interest. He donated wall clock, flag post which was 
necessary for the school. He helped the school whole heartedly as founder, well-wisher and patron. 
 
He was responsible for many developments in his constituency by virtue of his personal influence in State and Central 
capitals. Telegraph, Telephone, Hospital, Veterinary Hospital, Bridge, Drinking Water for the town, Road Link between 
Hassan and Mangalore are some of the significant achievements. He worked for the upliftment of people. Caste, Creed 
and Religion were no bar for him. He became an accomplished figure in public life. Everyone who came in contact with 
him was benefitted and gracefully recognized change in their lives economically or otherwise as due to him. He 
welcomed and received people who came to him with personal problems and helped to wipe their tears in  moments of 
their sorrow. 
 
He was the president of the welcome committee for political conference in Putter in the year 1965. Lal Bahadur Shastri 
inaugurated the conference. He was member of Advisory Committee for National Taluk Development Plan and served the 
cause of rural development. He toured every village and town in his zone collecting donations for All India Memorial Fund 
dedicated to the departed Bapuji, Father of the Nation. He earned the appreciation from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for his 
exemplary service. 
 
The division of Congress in 1969 demoralised him. His principled political belief was shaken. He kept aloof from politics of 
elections and power. He participated and served in social, cultural and religious programmes. He was member and Vice 
President of Rotary Club of Puttur for some time. He was President of Sri Satya Sai Samithi of Uppinangady. He loved art 
and music ardently. The renowned classical group of Kanchan received continued encouragement during his lifetime. He 
was more than blessed to have been known closely by the generations of Hegdes of Sri Dharmasthala. He also attended 
the poet conferences and encouraging classical dances. 
 
He was devoutly religious in which he respected elders, teachers, mem of letters, friends and relatives. He visited holy 
places of Sri Tirupathi, Bhadri, Kedarnath, Rameshwara, Kashi and Kanyakumari. He served as Managing Trustee of Sri 
Laxmi Venkatramana Temple of Uppinangady for 7 years and as Trustee for 30 years. He patronised Religious bodies by 
donating liberally. The Kalyan Mantap of the temple was built under his stewardship at a cost of Rs. 1,50,000 from public 
donations. Head of Kashi Mutt dedicated the same to the temple and the community. This can be said to be last of his 
service activity before his sad demise. 
 
He married Indira Nayak the daughter of Late Sri Padmanabh Raghunath Pai of the renowned Baba Pai Family. He is 
survived by two sons and three daughters. 
 
He was receiving medical treatment at CMC, Vellore for cancer. He breathed his last on 28-7-1974 near Cannanore on the 
train enroute to hometown., due to Cardiac failure. There was unusual devastating river floods in Uppinangady on 26-7-
74, as though signaling the sad event coming to pass on the town. Perhaps the beloved son of the soil of Uppinangady, 
did not wish to see the sufferings of the people of the town due to the nature’s fury. 
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People from far and near came in large numbers from neighbouring villages and towns to pay their last respects to the 
departed Leader nay the Kinsman. The bright star of Uppinangady was no more. But he left marks on the sands of time. 
All his good deeds will be remembered. His life history will serve as guiding spirit and light for future generations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Konkani Calendar 

January 2020 February 2020 March 2020 
6th Yekadashi 3rd Madva Navami 5th Yekadashi 
10th Poornami 5th Yekadashi 9th Holi Poornami 
11th KAOCA Karaoke 8th Poornami 12th Sankashti 
13th Sankashti 11th Sankashti (Fasting) 13th Meena sankranthi 
14th Makara Sankranthi 12th Kumbha Sankranthi 19th Yekadashi 
20th Yekadashi 18th Yekadashi 23rd Amavasya 
24th Amavasya 20th Maha Shivarathri 24th Yugadi 
31st Ratha Saptami 23rd Amavasya  
   
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. MuralidharShenoy, Durham, NC and VedamoorthyRaghuchandraBhat of Waukesha, WI 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Satish & Vijaya Prabhu, Columbia, SC 50.00 
Vasudev & Shobha Shenoy, Houston, TX 51.00 
Gopal & Pratibha Bhandarkar, Bayport, NY 60.00 
Deepak & Sheila Kini, Spring, TX 66.00 
Satish & Vranda Kamath, Budd Lake, NJ 51.00 
  

Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XLII No. 3 5,375.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (22) and donations 564.00  
Interest 1.00  
Sub Total: 565.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XLII No. 3):   
Printing- Khabbar(255) - 20 pages  375.50 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (223)  156.10 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (7)  8.05 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper& labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  400.35 
Sub Total:  1,000.00 
Final Balance: 4,940.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
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Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 
It’s a 7 digit number where... 
1st digit denotes how many zeroes are there in the number 
2nd digit denotes how many ones are there in the number 
3rd digit denotes how many twos are there in the number 

4th digit denotes how many threes are there in the number 
5th digit denotes how many fours are there in the number 
6th digit denotes how many fives are there in the number 
7th digit denotes how many sixes are there in the number 

Can you guess the number?The right answer: 3211000 or 5100000
 
The following gave the right answers: 
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
Krishna Kudva, Alta Loma, CA 
Subhas Kamath, Las Vegas, NV 
Prakash Mallya, Sierra Madre, CA 

Shivdev Ubhayakar, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
Jyoti Nayak, Cypress, TX 
Deepak Kini, Spring, TX 
Arkal Mohan Shenoy, Delmar, CA 
Srirammohan Beltangady, Gainesville, VA

This Kwarter’s Kwiz 
By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
 
A Konkani mystic has a very specific ritual for climbing up the steps to the temple. First he climbs up to the middle step and meditates 
for 1 minute. Then he climbs up 8 steps and faces east until he hears a bird singing. Then he walks down 12 steps and picks up a 
pebble. He takes one step up and tosses the pebble over his left shoulder. Now, he walks up the remaining steps three at a time which 
only takes him 9 paces. How many steps are there? 

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Namaskaru, 

I’m happy to announce that activities for Konkani Sammelan 2020 are in full swing. We are sending 
updates to Konkani Sammelan Facebook page so Konkanis around the world can stay tuned about the 
Sammelan! Please visit https://www.konkanisammeln.orgto register for the event before the early bird discount 
ends (December 2019) and for all additional information.  

NAKA will be electing new board members at the end of Konkani Sammelan 2020. I would like to 
invite volunteers from North America to serve on the Board of Directors for NAKA. We are looking for the 
following positions: President, Vice President, Executive member, Secretary, Treasurer, youth representative 
and also couple of general Board Members. All board members are responsible to help further NAKA's mission 
through various activities including fundraising, managing the website (https://www.mynaka.org), networking 
and sponsoring entrepreneurial opportunities for our youth etc. 

The current NAKA board had launched an initiative, NAKA Corpus Fund, to ease fundraising efforts 
for all future Sammelans. It gives me great pleasure to inform you that to date, we have raised $140,000 of our 
million-dollar target. I am very grateful for all the donors of the Corpus fund are acknowledged on the website 
(https://mynaka.org/More-Information). We are not accepting any more donations to the endowment fund, until 
after the Sammelan is done as we have to all focus on fund raising for Konkani Sammelan 2020.  We have 
already requested all the local Konkani association leads to help us with that effort. You can also donate directly 
from the website https://konkanisammelan.org/. Without the help of the Konkani community at large we cannot 
make this a successful event. 

 
We look forward to seeing all of you next year at San Jose for hod gammath! 

Devu Baren Koro, 
Ramesh Kamath, board@mynaka.org(408) 891 7689, President, NAKA, (On behalf of NAKA Board) 
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All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

5/31/19 Balance from last report 136,474.98  
8/31/19 Quarterly Interest 16.21  
8/31/19 Youth Sammelan Surplus 1,809.12  
8/31/19 2020 Sammelan Expense  10,000.00 
8/31/19 Accounting & Tax filing Fee  800.00 
11/30/19 Quarterly Interest 9.41  
11/30/19 Legal Fee  200.00 
11/30/19 New Balance 127,309.72  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 

Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@gmail.com  
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 

 
 
 
 
 

FREE DOWNLOAD 
Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com 
 

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homaservices offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.com     Email : rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 
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Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non-profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand-out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 
supported the development of five businesses that have created over 16,000 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.orgto learn more, or 
please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co-Founder SachiShenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org

 
 

  



 

Update: December 11
President: Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar
Secretary/Treasurer
Directors: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 
Rao, Mrs. Aruna Acharya & Dr. Vasudev Shenoy
Founder/Director
Emeritus Directors
& Prof. Vinayak Kudva

 
Now in existence for over ten years, Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) continues to strive to expand its programs 
and offerings to the Konkanis with limited access to the means and resources, in India.  It is our mission to fund 
and assist orphanages, old age homes in India, provide educational scholarships  for needy and deserving 
Konkani brethren.  To fulfill this endeavor, we need continued support and backing by generous patrons like 
you.  We hope that you will be able to contribute to one or more 
the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble causes for impoverished Konkanis in India.

Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund:
1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to b
2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are approved by Government of India as Charitable 
organization & approved to receive funds from foreign countries.
3. KCF gives scholarships to needy Konkani students to pursue higher education, and helps old age homes for 
destitute to provide improved quality of life  during their twilight years. KCF also grants money to 
organizations helping Physically & Mentally challenged children.
4. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations
per IRS rules. 
5. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice within the KCF’s 
approved list. 
6. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to charity
 
Remember, Charity improves your sense of 
 
Would you like to make a difference? Visit our web site  konkanicf.org.  Glance at the list of approv
In India.  We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested in donating to a specific charity and it does 
not appear in our list, please contact us and we will let you know the specific requirements to get the charity on 
the KCF approved list & help you get necessary certificates.
Many corporations offer matching gift programs. 
department to find out if your company has a matching gift program so as to double your donation.
You can help us by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time you buy 
merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 cents to KCF.

The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave
With your generous support KCF raised $ 250,000 last year.
Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon of hope. P.S. Please 
send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate 
Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call (631) 472
                                                                                 

                                                         
Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc., 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705  (631)
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December 11, 2019  
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 

Secretary/Treasurer: Mrs. Veena Kamath 
Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 

Rao, Mrs. Aruna Acharya & Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
Founder/Director: Mr. Ramesh Kamath 
Emeritus Directors: Mr. Ravi Baliga, Mr. Ashok Bhatt, Dr. Ganesh Bhat, Mr. Ananth Prabhu 

k Kudva 

Now in existence for over ten years, Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) continues to strive to expand its programs 
and offerings to the Konkanis with limited access to the means and resources, in India.  It is our mission to fund 

old age homes in India, provide educational scholarships  for needy and deserving 
Konkani brethren.  To fulfill this endeavor, we need continued support and backing by generous patrons like 
you.  We hope that you will be able to contribute to one or more of the many charitable causes and experience 
the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble causes for impoverished Konkanis in India.

Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund: 
1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to benefit needy & impoverished Konkanis in India.
2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are approved by Government of India as Charitable 
organization & approved to receive funds from foreign countries. 

nkani students to pursue higher education, and helps old age homes for 
destitute to provide improved quality of life  during their twilight years. KCF also grants money to 
organizations helping Physically & Mentally challenged children. 

ed 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations to KCF qualify for tax deduction as 

5. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice within the KCF’s 

ely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to charity. 

Remember, Charity improves your sense of well-being and strengthens your spiritual life.

Would you like to make a difference? Visit our web site  konkanicf.org.  Glance at the list of approv
We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested in donating to a specific charity and it does 

not appear in our list, please contact us and we will let you know the specific requirements to get the charity on 
roved list & help you get necessary certificates. 

Many corporations offer matching gift programs.  Please inquire with your employer's human resources 
department to find out if your company has a matching gift program so as to double your donation.

help us by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time you buy 
merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 cents to KCF.

The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave
With your generous support KCF raised $ 250,000 last year. 
Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon of hope. P.S. Please 
send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate 
Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call (631) 472
                                                                                 Devu Baren Koro 

                                                                           KCF Board of Directors.
Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc., 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705  (631)-472

www.konkanicf.org 
Email: contact@konkanicf.org 

Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 

: Mr. Ravi Baliga, Mr. Ashok Bhatt, Dr. Ganesh Bhat, Mr. Ananth Prabhu 

Now in existence for over ten years, Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) continues to strive to expand its programs 
and offerings to the Konkanis with limited access to the means and resources, in India.  It is our mission to fund 

old age homes in India, provide educational scholarships  for needy and deserving 
Konkani brethren.  To fulfill this endeavor, we need continued support and backing by generous patrons like 

of the many charitable causes and experience 
the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble causes for impoverished Konkanis in India. 

enefit needy & impoverished Konkanis in India. 
2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are approved by Government of India as Charitable 

nkani students to pursue higher education, and helps old age homes for 
destitute to provide improved quality of life  during their twilight years. KCF also grants money to 

to KCF qualify for tax deduction as 

5. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice within the KCF’s 

 

and strengthens your spiritual life. 

Would you like to make a difference? Visit our web site  konkanicf.org.  Glance at the list of approved charities 
We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested in donating to a specific charity and it does 

not appear in our list, please contact us and we will let you know the specific requirements to get the charity on 

Please inquire with your employer's human resources 
department to find out if your company has a matching gift program so as to double your donation. 

help us by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time you buy 
merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 cents to KCF. 

The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave! 

Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon of hope. P.S. Please 
send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via 
Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call (631) 4721418. 

KCF Board of Directors. 
472-1418 
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Registered Charity under 501 (3)(C) EIN# 90-0482868 
 


