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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.
There is no doubt in my mind thatKhabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
There is no doubt in my mind that the quizzes that appear in 
Khabbar are tough and that may be one of the reasons why 
very few are able to solve them! Less than 1% of the 
readership!! Occasionally, I do put an easy quiz just to check 
up to whether the readership (other than the regulars who 
always solve the quizzes on time, every time)  really looks at 
the quizzes or not.  
 

Once when I did publish an easy quiz, a family from NY 
solved it right away and sent the answer to me with this note –  
 
“Vasanthmaam, Here’s the answer to the quiz. This was rather 
very easy, and I am pretty sure you are trying to find out 
whether your entire readership reads them or not! I say, we do. 
Thanks” 

 
 

******
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2019.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2017.Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by 
visitingwww.ekhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription of 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2017. 
Families who have not paid since 
2016 will not be receiving this issue. 
The numbers on the mailing label 
clearly indicate the year/s the dues for 
Khabbar has been received since 2017 
and if there is any error let me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, whichwill be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
TheKhabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-
0222, or email khabbar@gmail.com 
and rest be assured that I’ll 
“Khabbarize” them! 
 
The North American Konkani 
Association (NAKA)under the able 

leadership of Ramesh M. Kamathhas 
been successful in coordinating the 
next Konkani Sammelan in 2020 in 
San Jose, CA. Please, extend your 
support to the new Board. NAKA has 
proposed a bold program to North 
American Konkani community to 
revive the ever-popular Konkani 
Sammelans. Hope the community will 
support this program and help 
NAKA.The Konkani Youthare also 
having their Sammelan this year (June 
21 thru 23) in Chicago. Please help 
them to make this event a grand 
success. 
 
A special mention to Vallab Nayak, 
young entrepreneur from NJ. I hope 
you will support his start-up venture 
published on page 19 of this issue.   
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world.Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
Correspondents in your area who send 
in the hoonKhabbars on a regular 
basis are doing an outstanding job. 
Remember, if it did not appear in 
Khabbar, then it did not happen in 
North America! You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@gmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only eight people got the right 

answerthis time!!Let us see how you 
will do with this quarter’s quiz. 
 
The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani 
BhasAniSanskritiPratistanisgood. 
Thanks to BastiGanapathiShenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help 
KonkaniBhasAniSanskritiPratistan.
Please, call him at (702)-341-6706 or 
email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  if 
interested to extend your help for this 
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has 
become a center of attraction and I 
urge all North American Konkanis to 
visit the Kendra to see in what way 
they can benefit from this. 
 
Khabbarwill always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s the link to 
all the special appeals: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Have a safe summer. 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
     

Vasanth 
Honorary Editor 
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Letters to the Editor ...... 
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 
Dear Mr. Bhat,  
Hi! My name is Ruhi Nayak and I am a senior in high school in Michigan. I have heard that you are interested in hearing 
about my experience at the World Konkani Centre and would love to answer any of your questions or help in any way! 
Sincerely, 
Ruhi Nayak 
 
Editor’s Reply: 
Thanks Ruhi for your email. 
I would like you to give me a write up about your experience at WKC. What made you attend the WKC event, how was it 
handled, how did you benefit from it and what advise you have for your peer Konkanis. 
Thanks for your patronage to Khabbar 

********** 
Hi Vasanth Uncle,  
Hope you and aunty are doing well.  
Our daughter Anika recently did an assignment for her religion class on Hinduism. We shared it with my mom and some 
others who thought it may be of interest to the Khabbar junior audience?  I'm not sure if it's all 100% accurate, maybe you 
can check if indeed it may be of interest :-) 
Shammi 
sharmilart@gmail.com 
 
Editor’s Reply: 
This is a great article and I am sure the readership will like it. Thanks 

******** 
Dear Vasanth -mam 
Happy Yugadi 2019. 
Attached is this year’s article on Konkani Ugadi 2019 along with the photos. As usual thanks for supporting local 
community by publishing article.  Happy Ugadi! 
Regards 
Murali Shenoy, President, Konkani Association of Georgia 
mskr69@yahoo.com  

******** 
Dear Vasant mam,  
I hope you are doing well. 
I am not sure if you have heard, but for the last two years, I have been working on a tech startup that is building physical 
infrastructure to support automated drone and rover delivery. We're making good progress, but we cannot get to the next 
stage without a bit of funding. 
Right now, we are raising our first round of funding. Since we are at an early stage, my goal is to raise this round through 
friends, family, and their direct contacts. Because I know you so well, you were one of the first people that I wanted to 
ask. 
I have attached a pdf with some information about the investment round. 
If you or anyone you personally know is interested in learning more about the company and investing, could you let me 
know? I can send over an executive summary, flyer and pitch deck, and we can schedule a meeting from there. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Vallab Nayak | CEO, Aersys Inc. (vallab@aersys.io) 
(908)-590-6735 
 
Editor’s Reply: 
Proud of your accomplishments. Wish you all the best. Hope the community will support too. 

******** 



 

Khabbar XLII  No. 2  Page: 5 

HoonKhabbar 
Congratulations: 

Ms. GAYATHRI RAOof East 
Elmhurst, NY was the second 
runner up at the Mrs. India New 
York 2018 contest held at Antuns 
By Minar on November 11, 2018. 
Ms. Daisy Rajpal was the winner. 
The guest judge was Tanisha 
Mukherjee. 
 
Dr. SACHIN BALKUNJE 
SHENOY, of Brooklyn, NY, s/o 
Suresh& Usha Shenoy of Sugar 
Land, TX, is completing his 
residency this June from New 
York Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn 
NY in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
and will be starting a fellowship in 
Minimally Invasive Gynecological 
Surgery this July at St Luke’s 
Hospital in Allentown PA. 
 

Konkani Graduates: 
PREETI, d/o Pundalik & Premal 
Shenoy of Parsippany, NJ 
successfully passed her Board 
examination with MD in Surgery 
in March 2019. 
 
POOJA, d/o Pundalik & Premal 
Shenoy of Parsippany, NJ 
successfully finished her exams 
and now qualified and working as 
Physician Assistant (PA). She did 
her studies at Drexel University 
and PA School in Pennsylvania. 
 
PRIYA, d/o Amar & Anita 
(Karnad) Rajan of  Camarillo, CA, 
has been accepted at University of 
California, Riverside Medical 
School.  She worked as a 
Management Consultant, 

completed her post bac at Harvard 
University in 2018.  She worked in 
the ER and with an 
Ophthalmologist in Boston.  She 
starts her medical school in Aug. 
2019. 
 

New Arrival: 
AVI, a baby boy to Ayush 
&Ashima Singhania  of  Pacific 
Palisades, CA,on April 23,  2019.  
The proud maternal grandparents 
are Aravind &Beena Shenoy of 
Granada Hills, CA and the 
paternal grandparents are Ashok 
& Anju Singhania of Los 
Alamitos, CA.    

 
Relocation: 

The change of address for the 
PAI family, PREMCHAND and 
SUJATHA is 1770 Vegas 
Avenue, Milpitas, CA 95035. 
The new phone number is (408)-
493-5491 and the email ID: 
modestomamu@gmail.com 
 

New Telephone: 
The telephone number of the 
NAYAK family, Krishna & 
Padmini, of Rochester Hills, MI 
has been changed to (248)-564-
2572. 
 

Brahmopadesham: 
Suraj Bhat & Shivany Shenoy of 
St. Louis, MO celebrated the 
Brahmopadesham (the sacred 
thread ceremony) of their son, 
Chi. NAREN ( grandson of 
Muralidhar & Sudha Shenoy of 

Durham, NC and Srinivas & 
Lalitha Bhat) on Saturday March 
30th, 2019  at Abhijit Muhurtham 
(1:05 pm)at The Hindu Temple 
of St. Louis, MO. 
 

Newlyweds: 
Dr. Srinivas &Mrs. Prabha 
Baliga of West Bloomfield, MI 
celebrated the marriage of their 
son, Chi. SUDHIR with Sow. 
SNEHAL, d/o Ramaben and late 
Chandrakant Haria on Sunday 
May 26th at The MGM Grand 
Detroit followed by a reception 
in the evening. The Flowers & 
Ring ceremony and Sangeet 
preceded the wedding on 
Saturday at the same venue. 
 

50th Wedding 
Anniversary: 

KRISHNA & PADMINI 
NAYAK of Rochester Hills, MI 
celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary with their children 
& spouses and six grandchildren 
on June 9, 2019 (the actual day of 
their wedding ceremony 50 years 
ago celebrated at Sangha 
Niketan, Pentlandpet, 
Mangalore). 
 

70th Birthday Bash: 
Family of SUREN KAMATH of 
San Antonio, TX celebrated his 
70th Birthday Bash on April 24, 
2019 with luncheon at El Mirasol 
Mexican restaurant followed by 
animated children’s movie. 

 

Konkani Happenings 

Konkanis In Southern States (KISS) Picnic: 
DFW Konkani Samaj resurrected the famous KISS Picnic after a lapse of three years. It was held from Friday March 22 to 
Sunday March 24, 2019 at the Fort Parker State Park near Mexia, TX. Konkani families from Dallas, Houston and Austin 
enjoyed all the fun activities, top class entertainment programs and sumptuous Konkani food exclusively prepared by our 
own Satish Rao of  Udipi Restaurant. 
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American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA)held their annual Yugadi celebrations on Saturday April 13, 
2019 at the Bartlett Community Center in Bartlett, IL.  
 
Seattle Washington Amchigale Samaj (SWAS) held their first event of the year, the Ugadi/Gudi Padva function on 
Sunday April 14, 2019 at Highlands Community Center in Bellevue, WA. 
 
Houston Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS)held their annual Yugadi celebrations on Saturday April 20, 2019 at the 
First Colony Community Center in Sugar Land, TX. The fun filled event was entirely sponsored by Dr. Vasudev &Mrs. 
Shobha Shenoy of Houston, TX. 
 
Update from Konkani Association of California (KAOCA): 
By: Ram & Sanjana Shenoy, Presidents 
New committee was formed under our leadership to lead the KAOCA for the year 2019, and it was apparent that we need 
to continue the excellent work done to date by our previous president(s) while finding the opportunity to further expand 
our community’s needs.  One of the key goals we have is to promote Konkani language and culture here in the bay area.  
With that in mind and all our programs are focused in achieving that objective.  It’s heartening to note that over last few 
years many younger families and kids have moved to the bay area and they are actively participating in all KAOCA 
events promoting the cause.   
 
1. KAOCA Talents and KARAOKE Day:  The new committee started off the year with a ‘KAOCA Talents and 
Karaoke Day’ in the month of February.  We were overwhelmed by the talents we have in KAOCA.  Over 50 people 
exhibited their talents on stage for six hours (we had to limit due to paucity of time) that was attended by over 200 people.  
Authentic Konkani food (Kolmbe Jawan) prepared by the committee was another attraction which was appreciated by all.  
 
2. Ugadi Celebrations:  The next big event was Ugadi which as celebrated on March 23rd. Thanks to the tireless work 
from the 2019 Committee and a focus on marketing to increase the reach and value of KAOCA, we were able to shatter 
records with the largest attendance to date since the inception of KAOCA for a Ugadi function with 550 attendees.  Group 
practices for the entertainment started well ahead of time in January which was evident in the high quality of 
entertainment performed.   To top it all the delicious authentic Konkani food prepared by Konkani ladies and volunteers 
was unparalleled in quantity and quality!   The program ended with an awesome DJ, and dance by people of all ages. 
 
3. Sports Day:   Sports day was conducted on May 11th and 19th.  Over 150 people participated in various sports events 
that included TT, Chess, Carrom, Cards, Wii, Memory games and Badminton (off-site).  As usual authentic Konkani food 
was served which was well appreciated.    
 
4. Next events:  KACOA camping cum picnic is planned from July 26th to 28th, and Diwali on November 2nd.  
Registration for camping is open and we hope to have over 150 people camping together over 2 days making it a 
memorable event!  
 
The success of the events to date are all because of a very effective and fun committee – We are amazed at the talent that 
we have within our own community to pull together events and activities time and again with great aplomb, and with a 
sense of flair and fun that makes everything look easy. Thank you team for your support and commitment and look 
forward to a great rest of the year!   

 

Konkani Association of Southern California (KASC)  Ugadi  Function  2019 
By:  Daksh Prabhu (11) 

The KASC  Ugadi function of 2019  was truly a tremendous experience which was packed with so many entertaining 
events  that caught the eye of the crowd.  Wait, am I forgetting something? Oh yeah, the amazing food too!  This event 
was held in the evening at the  Tara Himalayan Cuisine which was in Artesia on April 27, between 4-10 pm. 
 
First, when all the guests came, the adults & kids  got to socialize with their  friends. All of us were welcomed with 
scrumptious appetizers and Indian chai as well. Soon after  the appetizers, aarti began. Everyone lined up and offered 
prayers to God. After the aarti, Veda Baliga recited “Ughad  Nayana Deva” a  bhajan, followed by Anand uncle’s Ice 
breaker game , where all of us  had  to talk to other K.A.S.C   families and after, we had to state two new facts about them. 
This game really helped families to interact better. 
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After the Ice Breaker game,  Tanusha performed a  stunning dance which was an Indian contemporary with the fusion of  
Ed Sheeran . Furthermore, Om Shanbhag played an amazing melody of the Titanic song on his flute, and I am sure it 
impressed many. Next Jayantimai, who accompanied her son for the function, from India sang a bhajan .Then, Rajesh 
uncle, hosted a game for about 15 minutes, where we had to guess the people who he told a few clues about. Later on, 
there was an energetic Bollywood dance by  Daksh Prabhu (that's me).  Tanusha again presented a traditional dance 
from and Indian melody. After that, Deepa aunty  hosted a  game of  Kahoot, it's a quiz where she tested us on how much 
about our religion we know, with many teams that  were involved .Then, there was a couple dance which was a tribute to 
late actress Sridevi ,all the couples danced really  well for different songs .Later, even the kids got to play a special  round 
Kahoot, and few got prizes too. 
 
After all the events , of course everybody was hungry, so we all ate a delicious dinner and got to chat with our friends and 
family.  There was  karaoke music in the background too. Finally,  the Ugadi function ended with the new member 
selection for the KASC committee.  I  am sure very sure every single person had an  amazing time at the Ugadi function. 

 
Konkani Association of Georgia Celebrates Yugadi 2019 

By: Murali Shenoy mskr69@yahoo.com 
 
The Konkani Association Of Georgia (KAOG) celebrated their 
annual Yugadi celebration on April 6th at Roswell Center from 11-4 
PM.  Yugadi is an important festival celebrated in most parts of India 
with different names. As the word translates, ‘Yuga’ is Era and ‘Adi’ 
is the beginning, hence beginning of the New Year. It is based on 
the Hindu calendarand occurs mostly in March-April. This year it fell 
on the actual day of the KAOG celebration. 
 
This year at KAOG, the festivities began with a couple of bhajans 
sung by a varied group, Sanskrit Shlokas by a group of children, 
after a welcome by president Murali Shenoy. The MCs were two 
teenagers Diya Kamath and Tanvi Shanbhag, who conducted 
proceedings with flair and confidence. As always, the kids’ 
performance stole the show.  
 
In the first instance, the kids rocked, literally - it was a dance to “Lakdi ki Kaati” from the 80s’ movie Masoom by Ananya 

Shenoy and Viraj Bhandarkar, all of four years old, with cameos 
by their families on stage. The second was a skit enacted by 
Lavanya Shenoy and Shreya Hegde, both in their pre-teens, with 
the entire dialog in Konkani, scripted by resident playwright Banur 
Nageshrao, whose talents are always tapped at such events.  
 
Weaving through the skits were Hindi songs by serious talents 
Rohan Ullal and Pratibha Nayak, and English songs by Neha 
Shabhag and Arya Nayak. Suresh and Viju Bhat shed the years 
with delightfully rendered songs which had the audience marveling 
at the spirit of the seniors! Sudha Shenoy gave an update on the 
next Konkani Sammelan planned for 2020 in San Jose, CA. The 

post-lunch program was anchored by Konkani Jeopardy, an apt choice to ward off the post-lunch stupor, with sharp 
questions on all categories Konkani - culture, places, food, icons and trivia. It was conducted by Arvind Benegal. The 
gathering was divided into teams along gender lines. The men’ team shot off the blocks and worked up a nice lead, but 
the script was familiar - they gave it all up (distracted probably by the tea and snacks) and the women’s team slowly but 
surely inched past them at the end!  
 
Per the tradition since the beginning of KAOG, the main part of the celebration was lunch, comprising traditional Konkani 
delicacies cooked by enthusiastic volunteers. The cuisine of the Konkan coast is among the most varied and diverse of all 
Indian cuisines, using a mind-boggling array of vegetables and leaves, both edible and used for flavoring. Much of it was 
on the menu, which has become an annual traditional treat that is rife with anticipation by all members. 
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It was a new beginning for a Go GreenKAOGA #GoGreenKAOGAinitiative 
that was established -members were encouraged to BYOP bring their own 
plates and silverware to cut down on the use of plastic plates and tableware. 
The initiative was aimed at reducing our carbon footprint and aiming towards 
zero landfill. The call generated an enthusiastic response, with approximately 
four in five people participating. The benefits were multifold: the general feel-
good of participating in a community initiative that lessens environmental 
impact form plastic, and the fact that the home-cooked gourmet dishes tasted 
better on steel plates with silverware, doing more justice to the skills of the 
volunteer preparers. The success has generated a robust discussion on ways 

to sustain it on a permanent basis. It has also set an example for other associations to follow, and the collective impact 
due to lower use of single-use plastic could be enormous.  
 
The KAOG was formed in 2000, when a few families who have been meeting informally decided to form an association. 
Member events typically occur three times a year - Yugadi celebrations in March/April, a summer picnic in an outdoor 
setting, and Diwali celebrations in October/November. There are about 60active families in the Atlanta metro area, and 
the few families strewn across Georgia enthusiastically make the trip for each of the events. This year’s celebration has 
set off a positive vibe for the other events over the year. 
 
Konkani Sabha Annual Picnic: 
The Konkani Sabha held their annual picnic on Saturday June 8, 2019 at Mercer Park East Picnic Area. The 
event included children’s activities, cricket, Badminton and Volleyball. And of course, delicious food brought by 
all the families. 
 

Launch of My Mamama’s (Naani) You Tube Channel 

Shared by: Arundathi Cherkal Kaikini on KONKANIS IN SOUTHERN STATES (KISS) Public Group | Facebook 

Hello everyone. It gives me great pleasure to announce the launch of my Mamama's (Naani) YouTube Channel, 'Mamama 
Fables - Konkani Stories for Children'. 

For all the Konkani people having kids and grandkids, pls subscribe to this channel. In the coming days, we are going to upload 
more and more videos of stories in Konkani. My Mamama, K. Bhagirathi L. Kamath, is 84 years old and is a great storyteller 
and this is our little attempt to immortalize her talent as well as keep the traditional stories alive and not allow them to fade from 
generation to generation. 

Pls view, like, share and subscribe to encourage her and her initiative: https://youtu.be/XTxr0ReCaNU 

ASHA DHUME raises a record $4.5m for Pratham at 20th Anniversary gala 

An Electrifying Evening Celebrates 20 Years of Transformative Change 
 
On Saturday, April 20, 2019, almost 1,000 guests attended the dazzling Pratham Houston ‘Sold Out’ gala at the elegant 
Hilton America’s ballroom - celebrating 20 years of Pratham USA and raising a record-breaking $4.5 million – the largest 
amount by an Indian-American charity in Houston and across all Pratham chapters nationwide. Pratham is dedicated to 
improving the quality of education for underserved children and youth in India and has reached over 60 million 
individuals since its inception.   
  
“This is our city’s 20th annual gala, and every year we see an increase in participation and enthusiasm for Pratham’s 
innovative programs,” said chapter president Asha Dhume. “Many people are astounded when they learn that of the 26 
million Indian children who enter first grade each year, nearly half will reach fifth grade unable to read or write. Pratham 
is working to solve this learning crisis.” 
  
Celebrity guest Anil Kapoor was visibly moved by the tremendous show of support: “It’s a privilege, it’s an honor, it’s 
an emotional moment for me to be here listening, observing, absorbing emotionally the kind of work Pratham has done for 
20 years!” exclaimed the Bollywood superstar. "I’m feeling really very small compared to all of you and all the people 
who have done so much for such a noble cause and for such a great organization. It proves that Pratham is one of the 
world’s best organizations.” 
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The evening program included a lively conversation between Vijay Goradia – a 
successful local businessman and humanitarian, who established Pratham USA in 
1999 and Pratham co-founder and president Dr. Madhav Chavan, former 
University of Houston professor.  Mamta Dawar, vocational program beneficiary 
from Indore gave a heartfelt message and encouraged the audience to support 
Pratham so girls like her can find their voice and strength.  The magical night 
wrapped up with lively entertainment from the dance group Rhythm India and a 
scintillating fashion show by leading Indian designer Anita Dongre. 

About Pratham: Established in the slums of Mumbai in 1995, Pratham is now one of 

India's largest non-governmental education organizations, having affected the lives of 

more than 60  million underprivileged children in the past two decades. To achieve its 

mission of "Every child in school and learning well," Pratham develops practical solutions 

to address gaps in the education system and works in collaboration with India's 

governments, communities, educators, and industry to increase learning outcomes and 

influence education policy. In addition to literacy & learning, Pratham programs include 

Second Chance, Vocational Training & Advocacy & Research.Listed in the top 3 % of 

all-American charities and having received the highest 4-star rating from Charity 

Navigator 8 years in a row, Pratham USA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that seeks to raise awareness and mobilize financial 

resources for our work in India. For more information, visit prathamusa.org. 

K. VASUDEVA KUDVA (March 14, 1930 – May 22, 2019) 

Vasudeva Kudva, beloved husband, father, much loved ‘Ajju’, kind relative and 
generous friend to many, lived life to its fullest. The eighth child of Anantha Kudva 
and Netravati Bai of Puttur, Vasu left a large extended family in 1948 to study at the 
prestigious Benares Hindu University. Like many GSB’s of the time, he started his 
career in Bombay, working first at BEST and then Scindia Steamship Navigation 
Company. In 1957 he joined one of the Government of India’s “new temples” – the 
Bhilai Steel Plant. Vasu took the job because he wanted to study abroad, but he stayed 
because he wanted to be part of building a new nation. He learned Russian and 
studied in Ukraine for a year, returning to Bhilai to help construct and operate the 
powerplant. In 1959 he married Prabha Kamath of Mangalore and by 1963, their 
family included two daughters. In 1969, Vasu left to join ACC-Vickers-Babcock at 
Calcutta. He was posted to Bombay and Durgapur, which was then a hotbed of union 
radicalism. He rose quickly, moving back to Calcutta in 1981 and retiring from the 
company in 1992 as a Director of Works and Administration with over 3,000 people 
reporting to him. His brilliance and innovativeness as an engineer won him and his 
staff many awards. After a short stint as a Director of Otto India in Calcutta, Vasu 
returned to Mangalore in 1993, where he lived till his death. He continued to work as 

a consultant and served on Boards of various companies well into his seventies.   
Vasu was also a dedicated family man. He supported his wife Prabha in all her endeavors as an educator and an activist. 
He helped her raise considerable funds to revitalize Gandhinagar Park in Mangalore. The letters that his family has 
received recently are a testimony to the roles he played in the lives of people in the GSB community and his large network 
of friends from all communities and creeds across India and the world.  
 
Together with Prabha, Vasu raised two strong daughters, surrounding them with love and never once letting them think 
they could not be the equal of anyone around them. Deepa Kamath, now of Hong Kong, has run graphic design 
consultancies since graduating from the National Institute of Design in 1984; and Neema Kudva, who worked as an 
architect in India and Europe, and as an Urban Planner in the Bay Area, is a tenured faculty member at Cornell University 
in Ithaca, NY. Vasu was immensely proud of his grandchildren: Aashrita Kamath of Los Angeles, Art Director on the 
upcoming Avatar series of films; Farhad Dehlvi, an upcoming cinematographer; Kieran Kudva Driskell who graduated 
Deep Springs College and is now a junior at Columbia University; and Mira Kudva Driskell, who starts at Cornell this 
fall.   
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To everyone who knew Vasu over his long life, he was a perfect gentleman, deeply ethical, curious, intelligent, elegant 
and with a sense of humor, courtesy and kindness that was impossible to forget. His was an ordinary life, extraordinarily 
lived. He will be greatly missed.   
Editor’s Note:My Vasanna was a mentor and a role model for me. We’ll miss him. May his soul RIP. 

World Konkani Centre Experience 

By: Ruhi Nayak, nay0301@dcds.edu 
Sitting beside my windowsill in Michigan, while India seems so distant to me now, it was a temporary home for a younger 
version of myself a lifetime ago. My parents and grandparents had passed so much down to me, yet they had forgotten 
possibly the most important skill of all: language. Living in India was not an issue since Konkani, my mother tongue, was 
my first language. Yet, when I returned to Michigan with my arms chubby from eating ridiculous amounts of my mama’s 
dosas and my mind lacking the ability to speak proficient English, my parents cut me off--from savory dosas and my 
mother tongue.   
 
When I reached the age of ten, my parents began to speak Konkani from time to time. I could understand what they were 
saying, but for some reason, my mind could not form coherent responses in Konkani. When my relatives called in 
Konkani, I would respond in English, prompting them to make comments along the lines of “what happened to the little 
girl who used to speak Konkani?” I looked online for resources to learn Konkani, but since the language does not have an 
official written script, the only way to regain my proficiency was to speak--something that I refused to do since every time 
I tried, I took a minute to utter a single complete thought. Although I recognized that my parents simply wanted to ensure 
that I could communicate effectively with others in America, I resented my parent’s decision to rip away such a large part 
of my childhood and culture. Deep down I knew the only way to learn the language and regain part of my former self was 
to take the initiative to practice speaking. Luckily, I was given the opportunity to do when I heard about the World 
Konkani Centre in Mangalore, India.   
 
After hearing about the center from my grandparents who also live in Mangalore, I immediately contacted Mr. Guru 
Baliga, Assistant Director of the center. I understood possible apprehension about my interning at the center considering 
that I did not speak Konkani, but I was eager to learn. Thus, in my email, I sought to include my reasoning and proposals 
for why I wanted to intern. I explained my interest in conducting an internship at the World Konkani Centre in order to 
create an accessible tool for North American Konkanis to learn about their heritage. As a second-generation Konkani 
myself, I had struggled to find ways to learn about Konkani culture. In addition, my only exposure to the Konkani 
language had been when I came to India since my parents speak English at home— a situation many fellow second-
generation American Konkanis are in. At the bottom of the email, I attached both my resume and proposal for the 
previously mentioned tool. Hitting the send button, I leaned back in my chair, anxiously waiting for a response.   
 
Luckily, I was given the opportunity to intern at the center. My first day, I walked up the front steps with my grandpa, my 
palms sweaty in anticipation of what awaited me. After a tour of the center, I was introduced to Ramya, a student who had 
come back to help with the ongoing camp sessions. Ramya and I became instant friends as she not only helped me with 
my research for the website I was creating, but also patiently taught me phrases in Konkani and talked about everything, 
from school to our hobbies. While I am incredibly happy to have created such a website and assisted in the designing of a 
possible summer immersion program for American Konkani teens at the World Konkani Centre, the friendships I formed 
at the center and the happiness that surged within me every time I learned more about my culture were the true takeaways 
from my experience.   
 
The World Konkani Centre is an institution that has connected me with my heritage and I hope that in the future, more 
Konkani individuals have the opportunity to visit the Centre, whether it is to stay for a few weeks like I did, or even just to 
browse the library or hall of distinguished Konkanis. As I prepare to move to Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the fall to 
study at Harvard College, I advise young Konkanis like myself to make an effort to learn the language from their relatives 
before graduating from high school in order to preserve our culture. I realized far too late that speaking the language was 
the only way to learn, and if I hadn’t come to this conclusion before moving, I may not have ever regained the ability to 
speak Konkani. I hope my peers can visit the World Konkani Centre and meet the wonderful Konkani community in 
Mangalore as the perspectives and advice these individuals have to offer is truly priceless and guided me throughout my 
college application process.   
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Introduction 

Originating in India around 4000 years ago, Hinduism is the oldest known religion in the world. It has 1.08 
billion followers worldwide which is 15% of the world's population. Around 80% of India's population is 
Hindu. Hinduism began in the Indus River Valley, which is near present-day Pakistan. Today, it is practiced 
in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, US, Malaysia, UK, and Canada. 
Basic Beliefs 
Although it is considered a polytheistic religion, Hinduism is actually not polytheistic or monotheistic. It is 
henotheistic, which means followers (called Hindus) worship one main God but recognize many others. 

Even though there are several gods in the religion, they are all reincarnations of one God, Brahma. In Hinduism, God is 
believed to be made up of three figures. This holy trinity is called the Trimurti. The three deities of this Trinity are 
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva. Brahma represents creation; Vishnu represents preservation; and Shiva represents 
destruction and recreation. Behind all these gods, there are great goddesses that assist them in their roles. The main 
three goddesses include Saraswati (goddess of knowledge and education), Lakshmi (goddess of prosperity and wealth), 
and Parvati (goddess of love and devotion). The eldest son of Shiva and Parvati, Ganesh or Ganapati, is the lord of all 
living things and remover of obstacles. Although he has an elephant head because of an accident with his father, the big 
ears help him to hear the needs of his people better.People pray to him, especially in the new year, to bring them good 
luck when taking on a new journey. 
 
Philosophies and Ideals 
Hinduism is comprised of many different philosophies and principles. One belief is 
samsara , which is the continuous cycle of life, death, and reincarnation. Hindus believe 
in karma , which is the concept that a person's actions help decide their fate or destiny. Another 
philosophy, atman , explains that every living thing has an eternal soul that keeps renewing. In 
order to end this cycle, one must reach moksha , which is ultimate freedom or salvation. Hindus 
can achieve moksha by living a monastic life of devotion to God. They single-mindedly focus on reaching this state of 
moksha by living a simple life. Hindus believe that God is represented in everything everywhere -- from books to money 
to food to animals. Everyone and everything must be treated with respect, especially books, as knowledge is valuable 
and the source for learning and wisdom. Because they believe that life is sacred, most Hindus are vegetarian. Cows, 
specifically, are sacred in the Hindu religion because they nurture life with their milk and are seen as gentle and loving 
caregivers to their people. That is why a lot of Hindus don’t eat beef. Overall, the goal for many Hindus is to follow 
dharma , which is living according to a certain moral code. Dharma is the equivalent of the 10 Commandments or the 
Beatitudes in Christianity, as it is a guide for how to behave. They include principles such as responsibility, faithfulness, 
freedom, wisdom and knowledge, truth, and sacrifice. 
 
Scripture and Holy Books 
The equivalent of sacred scriptures in Hinduism are the Vedas. These writings were composed during the Vedic Era 
(1500-500 B.C.E.) in India. They are written in the ancient Indian language, Sanskrit, and are believed to have been given 
to early scholars by God and passed down through generations. The Vedas comprise four holy books, including the Rig-
Veda (“Knowledge of the Hymns of Praise” for recitation), Sama-Veda (“Knowledge of the Melodies” for chanting), Yajur-
Veda (“Knowledge of the Sacrificial formulas” for liturgy), and the Atharva-Veda (“Knowledge of the Magic formulas” 
named after a group of priests). There are subsections of these books which classify the type of scripture; these include 
Samhitas (songs of praise to God), Brahmanas (prayer guides for priests), Aranyakas (focuses on worship and 
meditation), and Upanishads (contains stories and teachings). One of the most important and popular texts in the 
scripture is the Bhagavad Gita, which speaks about humanity and reality, emphasizes the benefits of yoga, and teaches 
the ways to find happiness in life. It is also known as the “Song of the Lord”and is part of the sixth book of the 
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Mahabharata, which is the longest poem in the world. This poem is one of the two major Hindu epics, the other being 
the Ramayana. 
 
Worship and Practices 
Hindu worship is called pooja . Hindus usually pray at the temple, also known as a mandir . However, they can also 
worship at home, as many have small altars for God in their homes. Another Hindu practice is meditation or dhyana. It is 
the act of examining your inner thoughts and self to clear your mind. It is a Hindu tradition that is used to gain focus or 
insight on topics or situations. Many people meditate to better understand themselves, to be closer to God, and to 
reach moksha. Dhyana is a major aspect of the Hindu way of life (dharma). At the beginning and end of all prayers and 

mantras (chants) and during meditation, the word “Om,” pronounced aum ॐ, is repeated. This 
symbol represents unity among the universe and is the most sacred mantra. God created the 
universe and om is the sound of this creation. This holy sound holds the universe together and is 
its root. 
 
 
Sacraments and Ceremonies 

Hindus also celebrate the many rites of passage in one's life with ceremonies or sacraments called samskaras . Although 
there are a total of sixteen samskaras, most Hindus celebrate a few major ones that hold more significance in one's life. 
One of the first samskaras is the Naming Ceremony (Namakarana in Sanskrit), which is also known as the “Cradle 
Ceremony.” It is performed around the 12th day after birth and is considered the first important and sacred duty of 
parents, as this is when a child is officially named before God and friends and family. It is the celebration of the arrival of 
a child to welcome the baby into the family and circle of friends. Women of the family sing songs of prayer and 
grandparents call out the baby’s name while the baby is placed in a decorated cradle with sacred items (like a holy 
necklace), and the child is showered by blessings from all for a bright future. This ceremony is a reaffirmation of the 
importance and value of human life. Annaprashana is the celebration of the first time the child is given solid food. 
Another important ceremony is the thread ceremony, also called Upanayan . It is a coming of age ritual for boys and is 
celebrated around ages nine, eleven, or thirteen. It signifies maturing into an adult and becoming more focused on 
studies. Girls have a complimentary celebration. The next major sacrament is Vivaha , which is a marriage ceremony. 
Lastly, the funeral rites done after death is called Antyeshti. The person is usually cremated, and the ashes are released 
into a sacred river. Hindus practice cremation because of the belief that the soul is not confined to only one body but 
that it will be a part of many beings before reaching moksha (the ultimate freedom). Cremation allows the soul to be 
released and reincarnated. 

 
 
Holidays and Festivals 
There are various holidays in Hinduism which incorporate honoring God and spending time 
with family. One of the most popular celebrations is Diwali, the “festival of lights,” which takes 
place during the fall and is also considered Hindu new year. This holiday marks the day when 
Lord Krishna defeated an evil god. As such, Diwali symbolizes “light over darkness, good over 

evil, and knowledge over ignorance,” as people light candles called diyas and display colorful art designs on the floor 
using flour and rice, which is called rangoli. Since it is the Hindu new year, people tend to buy new clothes and clean 
their houses to begin the new year positively. They also exchange gifts and donate to the less fortunate. 
Holi, the “festival of colors,” is a springtime festival. The story behind this holiday teaches that devoted followers of God 
will not be harmed and that the victory of good trumps evil. Friends and family gather and celebrate the season of spring 
by throwing colorful powders on each other, dancing and singing. It is also called the “festival of love,” because 
celebrants rejoice for a new season of life and giving with others. 

 
Ganesh Chaturthi is a festival that lasts for 10 days during which Hindus honor the Lord 
Ganesh. It marks his birthdate. Holy shrines of Ganesha are placed around the home, as 
people give offerings to him, including coconuts, fruits, and sweet dumplings. On the final 
day, there is a big celebration with singing, dancing, and drumming. Hindus ask for Ganesha’s 
blessings and good luck. 
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Raksha Bandhan is a ritual to honor the bond between siblings. It is based on a religious story of significance in which 
Lord Krishna saves his sister from embarrassment in return for her help when he was hurt. On this day, sisters give a 
sacred bracelet called a rakhi to their brother(s) and brothers give their sister(s) a gift and vow to look out for her. The 
rakhi represents love and the bond of protection. Although it is signifying the bond between brothers and sisters, people 
may also perform this ritual with close friends, cousins, or even their spouses. These are just some of the many Hindu 

holidays. 
 
Conclusion 
Hinduism embodies the values of responsibility, devotion, and honor. Honoring God, life, 
and each other are important parts of the culture. Hinduism is a unique faith, as it is just as 
much a way of life that individuals define for themselves as a religion with doctrines to be 
followed. There are guidelines for living, but not strict laws or rules. Hindus have the 

freedom to become the best version of themselves by following dharma and seeking moksha. However, beliefs such as 
karma remind Hindus to be conscious of their actions, as there are consequences. As it has been said, “The essence of 
Hinduism is that the path may be different, but the goal is the same.” 

Dr. T. M. A. Pai Best Konkani Book Award - 2017 

 
 Dr.T.M.A.Pai Foundation, Manipal has selected for the Dr.T.M.A.Pai Best Konkani Book 
Award 2017, the Konkani book “SHREE RAMACHARITA” by Mr.Vishwanath Shet, Harsikatta, 
Siddapur Taluk of Uttar Kannada District. This book is Shatpadi Epic in Kannada script published 
in 2016 by Publication Division, Uttara Kannada District Konkani Parishat, Rayarpet, Sirsi. 
 The Award carries Rs.25,000/- in cash and a citation. 
 

Konkani Sammelan – 2020 in San Jose, CA – An Update 
Namaskaru, 
 
We are excited to present some new updates for Konkani Sammelan 2020. As we announced earlier, the 
Sammelan will be held in San Jose McEnery Convention Center from July 2nd - 4th, 2020. 
 
First, we are proud to announce Konkani Sammelan 2020 logo:  Our 
logo was designed by Ram Acharya and professionally cast by Smita 
Kasargod. It features a dancing Saraswati, the revered goddess of 
knowledge and arts, who is also the namesake of the ancient, now-
extinct river where the greater Konkani community was ancestrally 
based. The words “Amgel Utsav” are designed to form a silhouette of 
this image, and the inclusion of both Saraswati and the Golden Gate 
Bridge is a nod to the logo of the Konkani Association of California 
(KAOCA), the Bay Area community of Konkanis. The large number 10 
highlights that this convention is a milestone 10th for the Konkani 
community. 



 
 
Second, we are happy to announce Konkani Sammelan 2020 

The registration will be open from July 5th, 2019. Please visit 
rates.  
We have also negotiated special rates with two nearest top
attendees. The rates hotels are as follows:  

 Single/double occupancy: $129/night
 Triple/quadruple  occupancy: $139/night

The Hilton San Jose is directly connected with the San Jose Convention Center and the Hyatt Place is across the street 
from the Convention Center.  
 
Our website www.KonkaniSammelan.orghas been up
welcome your comments and suggestions. Please don’t hesitate to contact the committee at 
core2020@konkanisammelan.org 
 
Once again, we eagerly invite you to register and come to the Konkani Sammelan 
success. 
 
Devu Baren Koro, 
Aruna & Ram Acharya    
Presidents, Konkani Sammelan 2020 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY

Yakshagana Bayalata (Khelu):    
Konkani Sanskritika Sangha organized Konkani Yakshagana Khelu (Bayalata) ‘Bhargava Vijaya’ at Kudmul Ranga Rao 
Town Hall, Mangaluru  on 26th Mach 2019. 
 
Sansar Padvo:            
Sansar Padvo (Uugadi) was celebrated all over
etc. in all places.   
 
A Multilingual National Conference:  
A Multilingual National Conference, on Konkani Language, Literature, Society organized by Konkani Adhyayana Pitha 
(Konkani Chair) under Mangaluru University was held on 15
College. Dr. Bhushan Bhave Convener and 
of Kendra Sahitya Academi, New Delhi were coordinators. 
Prof. A.M. Khan, Registrar, Mangaluru University, 
Jayavanth Nayak, Coordinator Konkani Adhyayana Pitha, 
Mumbai were presents. In this occasion Kannada 
Sahitya Award) Konkani Novel “VASTU” book was released.            
 
Paddayi (National Award winning Movie):  
Paddayi (National Award-winning Movie) Tulu film produced by 
Konkani Centre on 11-05-2019. Good number of peopl
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Konkani Sammelan 2020 - Registration fee structure: 

, 2019. Please visit www.KonkaniSammelan.orgto a

We have also negotiated special rates with two nearest top-rated hotels, Hilton San Jose, and Hyatt Place for our 

Single/double occupancy: $129/night 
ncy: $139/night 

The Hilton San Jose is directly connected with the San Jose Convention Center and the Hyatt Place is across the street 

has been updated now with all the information about the Sammelan. We 
welcome your comments and suggestions. Please don’t hesitate to contact the committee at 

Once again, we eagerly invite you to register and come to the Konkani Sammelan 2020 to make Sammelan 2020 a big 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

Konkani Sanskritika Sangha organized Konkani Yakshagana Khelu (Bayalata) ‘Bhargava Vijaya’ at Kudmul Ranga Rao 
Town Hall, Mangaluru  on 26th Mach 2019.  

Sansar Padvo (Uugadi) was celebrated all over the country on 6th April 2019. People visited Temples, distributed Sweets 

A Multilingual National Conference:   
A Multilingual National Conference, on Konkani Language, Literature, Society organized by Konkani Adhyayana Pitha 

ni Chair) under Mangaluru University was held on 15-04-2019 at Raveendra Kalabhavan, Mangaluru University 
Convener and Dr. Geetha Shenoy, member Konkani Language coordinating subcommittee 

of Kendra Sahitya Academi, New Delhi were coordinators. Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, President World Konkani Centre, 
, Registrar, Mangaluru University, Dr. Devdas Pai. B, coordinator, Dept of P.
, Coordinator Konkani Adhyayana Pitha, Mr. Payyanuru Ramesh Pai, Kochi, Mr. Vally Qadress, 

Mumbai were presents. In this occasion Kannada Translation of Award winning (Smt. Vimala V.Pai Vishwa Konkani 
Konkani Novel “VASTU” book was released.             

Paddayi (National Award winning Movie):   
Movie) Tulu film produced by Mr. Karkal Nityananda Pai

2019. Good number of people attended.   

 
to avail early bird registration 

rated hotels, Hilton San Jose, and Hyatt Place for our 

The Hilton San Jose is directly connected with the San Jose Convention Center and the Hyatt Place is across the street 

dated now with all the information about the Sammelan. We 
welcome your comments and suggestions. Please don’t hesitate to contact the committee at 

2020 to make Sammelan 2020 a big 

Konkani Sanskritika Sangha organized Konkani Yakshagana Khelu (Bayalata) ‘Bhargava Vijaya’ at Kudmul Ranga Rao 

the country on 6th April 2019. People visited Temples, distributed Sweets 

A Multilingual National Conference, on Konkani Language, Literature, Society organized by Konkani Adhyayana Pitha 
2019 at Raveendra Kalabhavan, Mangaluru University 
, member Konkani Language coordinating subcommittee 

, President World Konkani Centre, 
coordinator, Dept of P.G.studies in Konkani, Dr. 

, Kochi, Mr. Vally Qadress, 
of Award winning (Smt. Vimala V.Pai Vishwa Konkani 

Mr. Karkal Nityananda Pai was screened at World 
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VOICE of GSB’S :   
VOICE of GSB Association organized Hindi film songs competitions for GSB youths at Sudheendra Auditorium 
of  Canara High school, Mangalore.  Young Konkani talents participated. Famous singer Mr. Putturu Narasimha Nayak 
and Mr. Vedavyas Kamath, M.L.A of Mangaluru were present.  
 
Konkani Sri Ramageetha:  
Konkani Bhasha Madal Karnataka presented, “Konkani Sri Ramageetha” based on Ramayana written by great 
Konkani Poet Dr. Manohar Sardesai on Sunday 12th May 2019 at Town Hall Mangaluru. World Konkani Centre 
President Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, Konkani Sanskritika Sangha President, Mr. Vittal Kudva, Mr. 
C.D.Kamath, Konkani Bhasha Mandal President Mr. Venkatesh N.Baliga were present.   
'Kavita - Gazali', & Book release function:  
'Kavita - Gazali', a poetry meet, literary discussion and book release event hosted by Kavita Trust in association with 
Konkani Language and Cultural Foundation was held at World Konkani Centre here on Saturday, 2019 May 25.  
Eminent Konkani writer Damodar Mauzo released ‘Kaali Ganga’, A Kannada translation of Mahabaleshwar 
Sail's Konkani novel, published by Navakarnataka Publications, Bengaluru.   
Executive director of Nava Karnataka Publications Ramesh Udupa said, "A lot of activities take place at Vishwa 
Konkani Kendra. The museum and library here are a testimony to the richness of this centre. The future 
generation can learn about our culture and Konkani literature by visiting this place.  
"Nava Karnataka Publications was started 60 years ago under the Chairmanship of B V Kakkilaya and since then 
it has grown vastly. The translator of 'Kaali Ganga', Geetha Shenoy has completed 65 works in which 22 were 
published by  Navakarnataka Publications. So far we have published 5,500 books such as medical, scientific and 
ideological," he said.  
He also lamented that reading as a habit has diminished among today's youth.  
World Konkani Centre Founder President, Basti Vaman Shenoy, eminent writer and translator of 'Kaali Ganga, 
Geetha Shenoy and others were present.  
Later ‘Maurice and Bendicta D’Souza Mukhamar Memorial multi-lingual poetry session’ was held English poet 
Raja Rao, Konkani poet H M Pernal, Wilson Kateel and Kannada poet Arif Raja were also present.   
‘Gazali’ session was chaired by author William Pais. Eminent Konkani writer and author of ‘Ink of Dissent’ 
Damodar Mauzo and eminent Kannada writer Jayanth Kaikini participated in the discussions.  
When asked about Konkani movement, Damodar Mauzo said, "I was 17-years-old when Goa was liberated. I 
have witnessed the transformation in Goa right from the time it was liberated. I was an eye witness of Indian 
army marching into Goa.  
"Goa was liberated by body, but our soul was kept aside, that is Konkani. We felt we lost our voice. The two 
things that gave us a boost was Konkani statehood  
and the inclusion of Konkani language in the 8th Schedule of the Constitution in 1992. We were elated by it and 
our struggle for it paid off," he said.  
When asked about his journey, Jayanth Kaikini said, "I was born in Gokarna, then shifted to Mumbai and then to 
Bengaluru. First from Gokarna, I moved to Kumta and Dharwad for education. It is here I got a cultural shock. I 
then started to debate, take part in drama and I created my own identity. When I was in Gokarna, I never wrote. I 
went to Mumbai and it was a liberating space for me. The social domesticity was the kind which was very 
soothing and reassuring for me."  
 
KSHAMATA  UGetin:   
KSHAMATA UGetin Training Camp held for the students of Udupi and Kundapura sponsored by Vidyaposhak 
Yakshagana Kalaranga Udupi for 6 days at World Konkani Centre, Shaktinagar from 24th to 29th May 2019. 102 students 
were participated the camp. 
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Konkani Calendar 

July 2019 August 2019 September 2019 
2nd  Amavasya 10th Yekadashi 1stGowri & Ganesh Pooja 
12th Ashada Yekadashi 15th Yajurpakarma/Poornami 2nd Ganesh Pooja 
16th Karkataka Sankranthi 16th Simha Sankranthi 9th Yekadashi 
20th Sankashti 18th Sankashti fasting 12th Anantha Chaturdashi 
28th Yekadashi 19th Sankashti 13th Poornami 
31st  Amavasya 22nd Janmashtami fasting 14th Begin Mahalaya 
 23rd Janmashtami 16th Kanya Sankranthi 
 26th Yekadashi 17th Sankashti 
  18th Sankashti 
  24th Yekadashi 
  28th Mahalaya Amavasya 
  29th Begin Navarathri festival 
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. MuralidharShenoy, Durham, NC and VedamoorthyRaghuchandraBhat of Waukesha, WI 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Kochikar Ramnath & Rajshree Pai, Tampa, FL 125.00 
Mohan & Mohini Kamath, Cerritos, CA 60.00 
Aravind & Anjali Muzumdar, Munster, CA 50.00 
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy, Olivette, MO 51.00 
Deepak & Asha Ubhayakar, Upland, CA 100.00 
Damodar & Shobha Baliga, Brooklyn, NY 50.00 
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath, Wesley Chappel, FL 65.00 
Rohit & Rajeshri Nayak, Cincinnati, OH 50.00 
Shanthi G. Pai, Oveido, FL 50.00 
Krishna & Padmini Nayak, Rochester Hills, MI 50.00 
Praveen & Vaishali Kamath, Centreville, VA 65.00 
Ashok & Ameeta Adur, Parsippany, NJ 60.00 
Kochikar Amar & Teresa Pai, Hillsboro Beach, FL 51.00 
Meera Rao, Walnut, CA 101.00 
  

Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XLI No. 4 4,725.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (47) and donations 1,382.00  
Interest 3.00  
Sub Total: 1,385.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XLI No. 4):   
Printing- Khabbar(250) - 20 pages  392.28 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (221)  154.70 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (6)  6.90 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper& labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  386.12 
Sub Total:  1,000.00 
Final Balance: 5,110.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
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Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 
This Konkani merchant can place 8 large boxes or 10 small boxes into a carton for shipping. In one shipment, he sent a total of 96 
boxes. If there are more large boxes than small boxes, how many cartons did he ship? 
Answer: 
11 Cartons- 7 large & 4 small 
The following gave the right answers: 
Anil Rao, Friendswood, TX 
Krishna Kudva, Alta Loma, CA 
Praveen Kamath, Centreville, VA 
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 

Subhas Kamath, Las Vegas, NV 
Arkal Mohan Shenoy, Delmar, CA 
Srirammohan Beltangady, Gainesville, VA 
Jyoti Nayak, Cypress, TX 

This Kwarter’s Kwiz 
By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
This is a real life quiz. 
“ONAL BA” that is the sign I saw in my home town! This  3-story commercial building had its name displayed on top of 
the roof. It is in three words. The first one with 5 letters, second one with 8 letters and the third one with 4 letters! During 
one of the hurricane evacuations, we left town and on coming back saw this sign had lost few letters and the  below is 
what I saw!  

 
What could be the original sign? More clues will be given in the next issue if no correct answer is received! 
 

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Namaskaru, 
We are almost one year away from Konkani Sammelan 2020 in San Jose, California! There is a lot of work happening in 
preparation for this great event. Online registration for the Sammelan will begin on July 4th, 2019. Please register as soon 
as possible to secure the early bird registration price and the lowest negotiated rates for the hotel accommodation.  
 
A year from now, NAKA will be electing new board members. I would like to invite volunteers from North America to 
serve on the Board of Directors for NAKA. We are looking for the following positions: President, Vice President, 
Executive member, Secretary, and Treasurer. All board members are responsible to help further NAKA's mission through 
various activities including fundraising, managing the website (https://www.mynaka.org), networking and sponsoring 
entrepreneurial opportunities for our youth etc. 
 
The current NAKA board had launched an initiative, NAKA Corpus Fund, to ease fundraising efforts for all future 
Sammelans. It gives me great pleasure to inform you that to date, we have raised $125,000 of our million-dollar target. I 
am very grateful for all the donors of the Corpus fund who are listed here on the website (https://mynaka.org/More-
Information). NAKA is looking for contributions of any amount to sustain our initiatives. Please visit the link to make 
your donation (https://mynaka.org/Donate). We look forward to seeing all of you next year at San Jose for hod gammath! 

Devu Baren Koro, 
Ramesh Kamath President@mynaka.org http://www.mynaka.org 

All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 
NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 

Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 
2/28/19 Balance from last report 148,449.11  
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5/31/19 Interest for the quarter 2.28  
5/31/19 Investment gain for the year 2,559.59  
5/31/19 Donation Received 500.00  
5/31/19 Konkani Youth Sammelan Funding  5,000.00 
5/31/19 Fidelity Investment account  5,000.00 
5/31/19 Donation Refund/adjustment  5,000.00 
5/31/19 Excise Tax on Investment Gain  36.00 
5/31/19 Final Balance: 136,474.98  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 

 Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@gmail.com  
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 

 
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:B.S. Kamath, 
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, HariShanker Joshi 
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 

 
FREE DOWNLOAD 

Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com 
 
 
  

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homaservices offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.com     Email : rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 

M A T R I M O N I A L 
Cousin sister invites US settled bridal alliance for well-educated and traveled professional 52 year old Konkani 
GSB male residing in Mumbai ... single never married no kids and self-employed financial real estate 
consultant.. visited US many times and managing projects in Texas for 15+ years ... please contact 
satex747@yahoo.com or (832) 827 3511 
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Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 
Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non-profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand-out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 
supported the development of five businesses that have created over 16,000 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.orgto learn more, or 
please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co-Founder SachiShenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org

 
 
 

Aersys, Inc. 
Investment Overview 

RELEASED APRIL 1, 2019 
DESCRIPTION 
Aersys, Inc. is an early-stage tech startup that is developing a network of automated MicroFulfillment Centers (MFCs) to 
enable commercial-scale automated delivery with drones, rovers, and other vehicles. 
 
FINANCING-TO-DATE   FINANCING GOAL   ROUND NAME 
$11,000    $50,000    Pre-Seed 
 
FINANCING INSTRUMENT 
Convertible Note or SAFE (preferred) - These instruments are not direct equity, but will convert into preferred stock 
during a future direct equity round or early exit. Both have advantages and disadvantages. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
To be eligible for this financing round, an investor must meet at least one of the following two criteria: 
1. Have an existing relationship with a member of the founding team. 
2. Meet the qualifications for an accredited investor as defined by the SEC. a. To meet the qualifications, an 
investor must either have over $1,000,000 in total assets (not including the investor’s primary residence) or over 
$200,000 in annual income. 
Aersys, Inc. is a registered Delaware C-Corporation, which allows us to accept investments from business entities. 
 
RISK 
Investing in a startup involves risk. Our team is confident in the business plan and has made every effort to minimize 
risk. However, there are inherent risks and investors should not invest more than they are willing to lose. 
 
LEARN MORE 
To learn more about the company and the team, send an email to invest@aersys.io with your name, phone number and 
any other details, and we will reach out to you. 
 
  



 

Update: June 8, 2019 
President: Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar
Secretary/Treasurer
Directors: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 
Rao, Mrs. Aruna Acharya & Dr. Vasudev Shenoy
Founder/Director
Emeritus Directors
& Prof. Vinayak Kudva

 
The Konkani Charitable Fund is the largest Charity in the USA operating since 2008
Charity hence your donation qualifies for a tax deduc
choice from our approved list.100 % of your donation dollars go to charity, which is extremely rare.
WE WANT TO THANK THE FOLLOWING DONORS WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY DONATED TO KCF in 2018.
REMEMBER, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE IS NOT HOW MUCH YOU HAVE BUT HOW MUCH YOU GAVE !
Ram, Aruna, Medha Acharya (ARPANA 
FUNDRAISER) 
Bhandarkar, Dr. Gopal & Pratibha 

Baliga, Ravi & Asha 

Pai, Mohan & Vasumathi 

Bergman Family trust 

Pai, Mukund & Surekha 

Bhandarkar, Kalpana & Bhat Vinodh 

Shenoy, Dr. Vasudev & Shobha 

Shenoy, Ravindranath & Poonam 

Acharya, Janardan & Padma 

Acharya, Ram & Aruna 

Rao, Dr. Vijaykumar & Prem 

Bhat Vasanth & Poornima 

Bhandarkar Deepak & Protim 

The Lumos Foundation 

Sita Foundation 

Pandit, Ganesh & Dr Sunila 

Suresh Pai + Company Match 

Bhandarkar, Sunil M.D. 

Samsi, Rohan and Deepa 

Kamath, Ramesh & Abirami 

Shenoy, Dr. Surendra & Shalini 

Shanbhag, Chandrakant & Geeta 

Kamath, Narasinha & Shanta 

Nayak, Aravind & Dr. Ashwini Kamath 

Shanbhag, Dr. Gajanan & Pramila 

Nayak, Ravi & Vidya 

Pai, Balchandra & Vijaya 

Kamath, Prabhakar & Nirmala 

Nayak, Ravindra & Pratibha Prabhu 

Manjeshwar, Chaitanya & Chandana 

Kalyanpur, Aditya 

Rao, Vikram 

 
Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc., 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705  (631)

Registered Charity 
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Update: June 8, 2019  
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 

Secretary/Treasurer: Mrs. Veena Kamath 
: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 

Rao, Mrs. Aruna Acharya & Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
Founder/Director: Mr. Ramesh Kamath 
Emeritus Directors: Mr. Ravi Baliga, Mr. Ashok Bhatt, Dr. Ganesh Bhat, Mr. Ananth Prabhu 
& Prof. Vinayak Kudva 

The Konkani Charitable Fund is the largest Charity in the USA operating since 2008. KCF is an approved 501 ( 3) ( C ) 
for a tax deduction.KCF allows you to direct your donation to the charity of your 

choice from our approved list.100 % of your donation dollars go to charity, which is extremely rare.
WE WANT TO THANK THE FOLLOWING DONORS WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY DONATED TO KCF in 2018.

ER, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE IS NOT HOW MUCH YOU HAVE BUT HOW MUCH YOU GAVE !
$76,323  Kamath, Muralidhar & Leelavathi Cannan 

$35,583  Kamath, Ramesh & Pratibha 

$25,000  Nayak, Jnanesh & Amrita 

$10,001  Kamath, Dr. Sachin & Dr. Sangeeta 

$10,000  Nayak, Aruna 

$9,550  Borkar, Bhagwant & Roopa 

$8,075  Nayak, Meenakshi 

$7,800  Pai, Dr. Sudha & Vasant 

$7,800  Pai, Gopi & Sheila 

$7,500  Pai, Prasan & Sabitha 

$5,775  Sinha, Shrabani 

$5,300  Prabhu, Drs Pandurang & Pushpa 

$5,000  Bhujle, Krishnanad & Ranjana 

$5,000  Bhat, Vinod & Neetha Nayak 

$5,000  Prabhu, Raghu & Rakhee 

5,000 Shiralkar, Bharat & Suman 

$5,000  Kini, Shivanand & Manjula 

$4,800  Baliga, Damodhar & Shobha 

$4,000  Kamath, Veena 

$3,500  Nayak, Narayan & Nirmala 

$3,400  Baliga Rajaram & Gayathri 

$3,300  Bhat, Sudhir 

$3,001  Kamath, Santosh & Jaymini 

$2,500  Kamath, Shobha 

$2,500  Kamath, Sundar & Anandi 

$2,481  Kini, Raviraj 

$2,001  Mallya, Rajesh & Radhika 

$2,000  Nayak, Dr. Krishna & Dr. Padmini 

$1,500  Nayak, Om & Devki 

$1,500  Sampermane, Leena & Suresh 

$1,500  Shenoy, Vasanth & Chethana Company Match 

$1,500  Kamath Dr Ramdas & Udaya 

$1,500  Kulkarni Ashok & Ranjana 

Nayak Padmini 

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc., 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705  (631)-472
www.konkanicf.org 

Email: contact@konkanicf.org 
Registered Charity under 501 (3)(C) EIN# 90-0482868 

: Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag, Dr. Surendra Shenoy, Mr. Ravi Shenoy, Dr. Vijayakumar 

i Baliga, Mr. Ashok Bhatt, Dr. Ganesh Bhat, Mr. Ananth Prabhu 

KCF is an approved 501 ( 3) ( C ) 
tion.KCF allows you to direct your donation to the charity of your 

choice from our approved list.100 % of your donation dollars go to charity, which is extremely rare. 
WE WANT TO THANK THE FOLLOWING DONORS WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY DONATED TO KCF in 2018. 

ER, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN LIFE IS NOT HOW MUCH YOU HAVE BUT HOW MUCH YOU GAVE !    
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