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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.
There is no doubt in my mind thatKhabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
This is a repeat but worth repeating…… 
Khabbar has an impeccable record of getting published on 
time, every time! But, last quarter, due to my vacation, 
publishing of that issue of Khabbar was delayed by 2 weeks!! 
I never knew that would create a concern in the Konkani 
community. But, it did to this particular family from TX. He 
sent an email onSep 25-2018 
“Vasanthmam, 
Usually we receive Khabbar around 15th of Sept, however, 
we have not received ours yet. If you think it is lost, please 

send us another copy. If NOT mailed yet, please ignore, we 
will wait for the same. 
 
Thanks for your service for all these years!!!.” 
 
Editor’s Reply: 
This shows how dedicated the Khabbar readership is! 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar hasto work hard to keep 
up with the deadline. 
No vacation to the honorary editor!?! 

******
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2019.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2016.Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by 
visitingwww.ekhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription of 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quarterly Newsletter 
For Circulation to the Konkani Community in North America 

Volume XLI No. 4 
October, November, December- 2018 
Honorary Editor: Mr. VasanthBhat 

Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
www.ekhabbar.com 

Tel: (979)-299-3210 
Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

Annual Subscription: $15.00 
Make check payable to "Khabbar" & mail to P.O.Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2016. 
Families who have not paid since 
2015 will not be receiving this issue. 
The numbers on the mailing label 
clearly indicate the year/s the dues for 
Khabbar has been received since 2017 
and if there is any error let me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, whichwill be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
The latest 2019 Khabbar Mailing List 
will be mailed to all the subscribers 
who have paid their dues for 2018. 
TheKhabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-
0222, or email khabbar@gmail.com 
and rest be assured that I’ll 
“Khabbarize” them! 

 
The newly elected Board of 
NAKAunder the able leadership of 
Ramesh M. Kamathhas been 
successful in organizing the next 
Konkani Sammelan in 2020 in San 
Jose, CA. Please, extend your support 
to the new Board. NAKA has 
proposed a bold program to North 
American Konkani community to 
revive the ever popular Konkani 
Sammelans. Hope the community will 
support this program and help 
NAKA.The Konkani Youth had a 
mini Sammelan this summer in NYC! 
Khabbarwill publish all the 
developments and progress made by 
NAKA on an on-going basis.  
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world.Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
Correspondents in your area who send 
in the hoonKhabbars on a regular 
basis are doing an outstanding job. 
Remember, if it did not appear in 
Khabbar, then it did not happen in 
North America! You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@gmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only three, I mean, only six people 
got the right answer!! But, it is double 
than the last quarter’s number!!! Let 

us see how you will do with this 
quarter’s quiz. 
 
The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani 
BhasAniSanskritiPratistanisgood. 
Thanks to BastiGanapathiShenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help 
KonkaniBhasAniSanskritiPratistan.
Please, call him at (702)-341-6706 or 
email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  if 
interested to extend your help for this 
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has 
become a center of attraction and I 
urge all North American Konkanis to 
visit the Kendra to see in what way 
they can benefit from this. 
 
Khabbarwill always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s the link to 
all the special appeals: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Happy Holidays & Happy New Year 
to you all. 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
     

Vasanth 
Honorary Editor 
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Letters to the Editor ...... 
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 
Dear Sri Bhat,  
As GSB Scholarship League has progressed one more year we would like our  past scholars and other community people 
to present our progress in this matter.This is also an appeal  to support the education of poor & needy students.  
 
The GSB Scholarship League was established in the year 1912. It was registered under Bombay Public Trust Act 1950.  
The sole objective of the League is to help the needy children of the Saraswat Community to acquire education by 
providing them free scholarship. The League complies with all statutory obligations regularly and in time. 
 
The league’s greatest wealth is its Credibility in the Society.  The administrative expense ratio is less than 4%  percent of 
the gross annual income.  The balance 96% of the income is fully disbursed to the needy students in the same year, thus 
complying with the donor’s faith in the League. 
 
Our beneficiaries are mostly, children of  labourers, Tailors, hotel workers, coolies, Rikshaw  drivers. Small Temple 
archaks, Road side tea vendors,  farmers etc. whose children are intelligent, but  cannot afford the education. 
 
During the current year League has disbursed scholarship to about 3,900 students. Of the total number more than 50% are 
girl students. Income of the League consists of (a) Interest in investments (b) Donations. The amounts received towards 
Endowments / Donations are eligible for deduction under u/s80G. 
 
As the cost of education is going up we need to increase the per capita to these needy students. Year after year, for want of 
funds we are compelled to reject applications from students who genuinely need financial assistance. If generous hearted 
persons like you extend support for education of the poor students, we can dream of a better India for tomorrow. 
 
Your support can bring a transformation and light a lamp of happiness in the house of these students. 
 
VIDYA DANA IS MAHADANA" 
 
With best regards,   

Gita R Pai,  
Chairperson,  

GSB Scholarship League 
 
 
Additional comment from Sadanand Pai of Cypress, TX, , one of the major donors to the GSB Scholarship League: 
 
Dear Vasanth,  
When you publish this appeal from Mrs Gita R Pai in December issue of Khabbar, you may mention the instances of GSB 
Scholarship League finding economically challenged deserving students to pursue their dream. Father of last year’s 
students was also economically challenged. This is years candidate is son of small shop keeper from small village. Hope 
there will be more free full scholarship to create a bigger impact. 
 
Earlier Mrs Gita R. Pai wrote me that there are equally deserving candidates from medical and pharmaceutical studies and 
whether I was willing to support such students rather than an engineering student. 
 
Thanks 
 

Sadananda Pai, 
snpai@yahoo.com 
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HoonKhabbar 
New Arrival: 

KRISH K., a baby boy to 
Vikram & Vaishnovi Hattiangadi 
of Yorba Linda, CA on July 4th, 
2018.  The proud paternal 
grandparents are Vinod & 
Radhika Hattiangadi from Tustin, 
CA and the maternal 
grandparents are Ganapati & 
Sandhya Kamat from Apex, NC. 
Krish is the first grandchild on 
both sides.  
 
ADITHYA, a baby boy to 
Rakshith & Shruthi Naik of 
Sugar Land, TX on October 16th, 
2018. A brother to big sister, 
Aria. The paternal grandparents 
are Jayashree & late Ganesh Naik 
of Puttur, India and the maternal 
grandparents are Manjunath & 
Shaila Rao of Mandagadde, 
India. 
 

Relocation: 
The MASKERI family, 
Chaitanya & Gayatri have moved 
within Simi Valley, CA to 3888 
Acorn Court, Simi Valley, CA 
93063. 
 
The GADIYAR family, Karthik 
& Prity, have moved within 
Irvine, CA to 414 Giotto, Irvine, 
CA 92614. 
 

Engagement: 
Chi. AMAR RAO, s/o Jaidev & 
Meena Rao of Los Angeles, CA 
got engaged to Kum. ERA 
KAJAL on July 1, 2018. The 
wedding is planned in mid-
January 2019 in New Delhi.   
 
Chi. AMOL SHENOY, s/o 
Aravind & Beena Shenoy of 
Granada Hills, CA got engaged 
on April 14th, 2018 to Kum. 

DIVYA BALIGA, d/o Drs. 
Radhakrishna & Mitra Baliga of 
Shreveport, LA. They will get 
married in summer of 2019.   
 

Newlyweds: 
Kyle & Meeta Pai Gould of 
Cleveland Heights, OH 
celebrated the wedding of their 
second son, Chi. LUKE 
LAKSHMAN (grandson of 
Shanthi & late Gopalkrishna Pai 
of Oviedo, FL) with Sow. 
TAYLOR, d/o Robert & 
Katherine Hoffman of New 
Orleans, LA on Saturday October 
13, 2018 at The Madison in 
Cleveland, OH.  Luke is the first 
one of Second generation Indian 
(Konkani) American married in 
our community.  Five-day 
wedding celebration started with 
Mehendi, Hindu wedding, 
rehersal, Sangeeth with fabulous 
live East cum West band and a 
unique touching Bohemian 
fusion wedding on the 13th with 
well wishes of 250+ family and 
friends.  
 
Chi. PRAVEEN, s/o 
Raghuchandra & Veena Bhat of 
Waukesha, WI (Grandson of 
Smt. Laxmi & Late Sri 
Venkatesh Bhat of Gerusoppa 
and grandson of Late Smt. Radha 
& Late Sri Krishna Puranik, 
Karkala) married to Sow. 
SHRADDHA, d/o Smt. Vijaya & 
Om Ganesh Kamath of Uppunda, 
granddaughter of late Smt. 
Manorama & Late Sri. Narayana 
Kamath, Uppunda and 
granddaughter of Smt. Susheela 
& late Sri. Gerusoppa Jagannatha 
Pai, Uppunda) on Monday 
December 10, 2018 (10:55 am 
muhuratham) at Sahana 

Convention Center, Ankadakatte, 
Koteshwar-Kundapur, Udupi. 
 
50thWeddingAnniversary: 
Daughters Leena, Prithi & 
Sangeeta celebrated the 50th 
wedding anniversary of their 
parents, SURESH & SEEMA 
BHAT of Katy, TX on Saturday, 
October 27 from 6:30 pm to 
11:00 pm at The Spring Chateau 
in Spring, TX. Families and 
friends of the Bhats from all over 
the world attended the gala event. 
 

Obituary: 
BARKUR GOPALKRISHNA 
KAMATH (87) passed away on 
Sunday July 1st, 2018 in Manipal 
Hospital after a brief illness. 
Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to his daughter 
Sudha Shenoy & family of 
Durham, NC and son, Dr. 
Manjunath Kamath & family of 
Stillwater, OK. 
 
Kasturi Suresh Pai (68) of 
Mangalore passed away on 
September 30, 2018 in 
Mangalore. Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to his son, 
Sudhir Pai & family of Atlanta, 
GA, daughters, Sulatha Pai 
Neuhaus & family of Switzerland 
and Supritha Pai Kamath & 
family of Thailand and sister, 
Mohini Kamath & family of 
Cerritos, CA. 
 
 

Send your “hoon khabbars” to: 
Khabbar, 

PO Box 222 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222 

Email:khabbar@gmail.com 
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KONKANI HAPPENINGS 

HAAS (Houston Area Amchigale Samaj)Diwali Celebrations: 
Dear Friends and Family, 
Our annual HAAS Diwali Gala was held at the Meg and Richard Weekley Center on Saturday, November 10th. 
The pomp and celebration of the night was evident as you walked through the doors which were flanked on either side by 
two majestic elephants.  The stage backdrop sparkled with stars, diyas, and lights and the tables were decorated with the 
colors of the evening: blue, gold, and magenta. 
 
The evening started with delicious appetizers of vegetable cutlets, fried baby corn, and gongura chicken tikka along with 
masala tea and filter coffee.  People enjoyed taking their photos at the beautifully decorated photo booth and socializing 
with their friends and family. 
 
This was followed by the cultural program.   The emcees for the evening, Ramesh Kamath and Gurudath Kamath, 
kicked off the evening with a comic routine xed with singing and dancing and they kept the audience entertained through 
the night. 
 
The program started with a very cute skit by our youngest HAAS members: Saisha Bellare, Sanika Bellare, Sahana 
Sashital, Chaitra Shenoy, Aditya Shenoy, Prakrati Shenoy, and Pranati Shenoy.  This was followed by a beautiful 
and graceful ballet performance by Lily Shenoy. Ansh Nayak and Shlok Bhat then amazed us with their vibrant beats 
performed on plastic buckets instead of drums. Who knew in the hands of such talent, the beats using their buckets rivaled 
those of actual drums. 
 
Then we increased the tempo by showcasing a variety of dance performances. The uniqueness and the diversity of 
dancing became apparent as Reim Rao danced to a medley of songs as a tribute to Sridevi, Sitara Kini performed an 
upbeat hip hop, and Namrata Sirur Singh and Bhageshri Karkal performed a vibrant Lavani dance. 
  
Next up was a comedy skit written by Gauri Sirur.  Rajnish Kelkar and Sachin Bellare played the husbands of the two 
main protagonists, portrayed by Nita Kelkar and Aparna Kamath, who are competing in a dessert contest.  Aparna 
Shenoy, Gauri Sirur and Mukta Shenoy are the other competitors at the contest with Deepa Karkal as the judge. 
All played their parts to perfection and had the audience laughing the entire time.  
 
This was followed by a melodious duet by the talented couple Vardaraj and Chethan Rao.  Next up was the talented 
Bellare-Karkal family who performed a dance medley. Deepa and Prakash Karkal, Bhageshri and Prateek Karkal, 
and Sachin and Shilpa Bellare along with their children, Saisha and Sanika Bellare and Samvit Karkal, danced to the 
rhythms of a mix of Bollywood favorites. 
 
It was then time to introduce the 2019-2020 committee. 
Dr. Ramakrishna Prabhu as President 
Mrs. Shobha Shenoy as Vice President 
Dr. Maya Prabhu as Secretary 
Mrs. Prathima Shenoy as Food Coordinator 
Mr. Sudhir Golikeri as Event Coordinator 
Mrs. Neela Kamath as Treasurer 
  
Neela Kamath shared their vision for HAAS during their upcoming term which begins January 2019. 
 
We were then treated to a solo performance by the talented Nishant Kelkar who sang an Elton John song while also 
playing his guitar. This was followed by the finale, an instrumental extravaganza, with Umesh Baliga on the keyboard 
and Sudhir Golikeri on the harmonica where they amazed the audience with their musical talents as they played in 
perfect harmony to the tunes of old Bollywood classics. 
 
Dinner was catered by Kumar’s and the menu included vegetable pulav, chicken biryani, raita,  paneer tikka masala, 
eggplant curry, vegetable kurma, chicken curry, fried fish, and naan with basundi and beetroot halwa for dessert. 
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The night was still young and as dinner wound down, the music pumped up and people swarmed the dance floor and 
danced until it was finally time to call it a night. 
 
As always, an event’s success is attributed to their volunteers. A big thank you to Ravi and Shanthi Pai, Jyothi and 
Vasudev Nayak, Anitha Prabhu, Umesh and Didi Baliga, Chaya Ubhayakar, Jyothi and Satish Baliga, Manoj and 
Mihir Suvarna, Vasumathi and Shantaram Bhat, Ansh Nayak, Reim Rao and Shlok Bhat for helping with setup. We 
would be remiss if we did not recognize the efforts of our husbands, Pramod, Surendra, Deepak, and Anand, without 
whom the evening would not have gone without a hitch. Also, a big thank you to everyone who stayed back to clean up 
and finally, to all our members who attended the gala and made it a big success. 
 
As they say… ALL GOOD THINGS MUST COME TO AN END. Our term is over and it has been a pleasure to serve as 
your HAAS committee.  We thank you all for your love, support, and understanding. We look forward to joining these 
events in the future and supporting our next committee. 
 
Aparna, Akhila, Archana, Sheila and I along with our spouses Anand, Surendra, Pramod, Deepak, and Pandu wish 
you all a very HAPPY THANKSGIVING, MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

Management Committee 
www.ourhaas.com 

Konkani Sabha: 
Konkani Sabha held their annual Diwali Talent Show on Saturday October 27th at Sri Venkateshwara Temple (New 
Auditorium & Banquet Hall) in Bridgewater, NJ. Over 350 people from the tri-state area attended the gala event  
 
 

American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA): 
AMKA held their annual Deepavali (Diwali) 2018 Celebration  on Saturday November 17th at Bartlett Community Center 
in Bartlett, IL. The event was well attended with lots of cultural activities and sumptuous food. 

 
Ontario Konkani Association (OKA): 
OKA celebrated their 30th Anniversary year by hosting a Dandiya Utsav on  Sunday October 14, 2018 and Jagmag 
Deepavali on Saturday November 24, 2018. Needless to say, both the events were well attended with lots of food and 
entertainment. 
 

Arpana – 2018 raises over $70,000 for the Konkani Charitable Fund 
Arpana-2018 was a fundraiser Indian classical dance show held in Mount Pleasant High School, San Jose, on Sunday, 
December 2nd, 2018. Arpana, which literally means “an offering”, was started by Medha Acharya in 2015 with the help 
of her parents as well as their friends and Bay Area volunteers. This year’s event, the fourth Arpana show, showcased 
eight outstanding young Konkani dancers from the Bay Area. Archana Kamath, Krithi Pai, Rhea Kamath, Sunayana 
Pai, Meera Hatangadi, Chaya Manjeshwar, Shreya Kamath, and Tanvi Kamath dazzled while performing both 
individual and group Bharatanatyam, Odissi, and Kuchipudi dances. Generous donations and ticket sales raised over 
$70,000 this year, contributing to the grand total of over $150,000 that has been raised by the Arpana fundraiser over the 
past four years. 100% of this collection will be distributed to the following charities in India: 
 
1. Chetana Child Development Center, Mangalore 
2. Roman &amp; Catharine Lobo School of Blind, Mangalore 
3. Srivali Trust, Shirali 
4. Anandashram Seva Trust, Puttur 
 
The event was concluded by a short felicitation of dancers from the Konkani Charitable Fund treasurer Veena Kamath. 
Aruna & Ram Acharya, the organizers, thanked everyone for their support and generosity, and shared their plan to 
continue Arpana over the years as a fundraising opportunity and a platform for young Konkani talent in the Bay Area. 
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Annoncement of Konkani Sammelan – 2020 in San Jose, CA 
 
Namaskaru, 
 
Since its inception in 1996, the North American Konkani Sammelan continues to be a premier social and 
cultural forum for the Konkani community. After the successful 2016 Sammelan in Atlanta, GA, the question 
on everyone’s mind has been “Where will the next Sammelan be?” 
 
We are delighted to announce that the 10th North American Konkani Sammelan will be held in California’s 
Bay Area, which has had the pleasure of hosting two past conventions.  Konkani Sammelan 2020 will be held 
at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center from Thursday, July 2nd to Saturday, July 4th, 2020. 
 
You and your family can look forward to three fun-filled days of arts and entertainment, intellectual 
discussions, educational workshops, and delicious, authentic Amchigele cuisine. Moreover, you can stay at the 
top-rated Hilton San Jose, which is attached to the convention center, and enjoy attractive rooms and rates. 
 
We are currently forming various committees to plan and organize this event. You will get more information 
about the 2020 Sammelan through a dedicated website and social media outlets beginning in early 2019. 
 
In the meantime, we request you block your calendar to attend and make Sammelan 2020 a great success. 
 
Devu Baren Koro, 

Aruna & Ram Acharya    
Presidents, Konkani Sammelan 2020 

 

Konkani Youth Convention – An Update 
Dear Vasanthmaam, 
 
I hope you are doing well. 
 
We had recently set up an e-mail account for the upcoming Konkani Youth Convention; the purpose of this was for 
attendees to e-mail us with any questions. In the newsletter we sent, we had listed this e-mail as 
konkaniyouth2019@gmail.com. However, we recently realized that this account may become obsolete after 2019. To 
facilitate use of the account for future conventions as well, we have made a new e-mail address: 
konkaniyouthgroup@gmail.com 
 
We have our settings configured so that any e-mail sent to the old account is automatically forwarded to the new account, 
but we just wanted to let you know. We have attached here an updated version of the newsletter with the new e-mail 
address. 
 
Thanks again for all the support. 
Regards, 
 
Priya and Aditya 
sorabpt@mail.uc.edu  and adityakoppikar@gmail.com 
 

Updated version of the Konkani Youth Convention – 2018 newsletter 
The 2018 Konkani Youth Convention was a great success with almost 40 attendees from New York, Texas, California, 
Ohio and many parts of the country gathering in New York City for a three-day event to celebrate our heritage and spend 
time with fellow Konkanis. The Holiday Inn Express in Midtown served as home base for the convention, providing a 
comfortable place to stay and easy access to the best attractions of the city. 
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Attendees first arrived on the evening of June 29th to meet new people and reconnect with friends from previous Konkani 
Sammelans. Thanks to the generosity of the North American Konkani Association (NAKA), the attendees were able to 
enjoy a great dinner at Darbar Grill in New York City. The attendees enjoyed meeting fellow Konkanis and having a 
sense of shared heritage and common culture. This was a great start to the rest of the convention. 
 
On Saturday June 30th, attendees ventured around Manhattan to see iconic landmarks, from the scenic Battery Park and 
Skyline, to the grandiose Wall Street and Charging Bull. Local Amchigeles took great delight in showing the city to 
newcomers. Attendees then went to Chelsea Market, a collection specialty shops selling the tastiest cuisines from around 
the city, for a delicious lunch. After recharging its batteries, the group travelled to the famed American Natural History 
Museum, where we explored the mysteries of the universe during a show at the Hayden Planetarium, and learned about 
the development of the world’s cultures in the Hall of Human Origins. The daytime activities concluded with a stop for 
gelato in Columbus Circle, and some time to rest at the hotel. 
 
The group kicked off the evening activities with a trip to The Press Lounge to enjoy the sunset one of NYC’s most scenic 
rooftops as well as to take a few pictures before dinner. Afterwards, attendees went to Cara Mia for a more formal dinner 
which was a chance to talk in an intimate setting. We discussed opportunities for future gatherings and how to encourage 
Konkanis to get more involved in the community while closing the geographic gap that separates many of us, allowing us 
to remain in touch. 
On the last day of the meetup, we had a farewell brunch at Pio Pio, a great Peruvian restaurant in Midtown, to reflect on 
the convention and send off those who came from other parts of the country.  The locals and those who chose to stay a 
few extra days then explored Central Park and enjoyed a beautiful afternoon walking through the gardens and climbing 
the rock formations. Finally, the youth convention concluded with a celebratory dinner. 
 
While this convention allowed us to explore one of the greatest cities in the country, its real impact was to build a sense of 
community and pride in our language. Throughout the three days of the event, we expanded our knowledge of Konkani 
culture and tradition. Since our community is not as large as those of other Indian ethnic groups, being able to spend time 
with other Konkanis in the same age group is a relatively rare opportunity, making the Youth Sammelan experience much 
more valuable. Even before the convention ended, there was talk about when and where to host the next one.  
 
The success of this convention and the excitement for future conventions demonstrated that the convention created a 
close-knit group of Konkanis who are excited to host more events and meet others in the community. We have created a 
networking spreadsheet to foster the potential creation of mentor-mentee relationships. The networking spreadsheet 
currently contains information and contact information of individuals from multiple professions, such as medicine, 
engineering and law. Several members of the Konkani Youth Group have continued to remain in touch even months after 
the convention. As the conventions continue, we hope that it will become easier to create relationship with our peers who 
are from all parts of the country! 
 
If you have any questions or are interested in joining, please join our Facebook group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1776963575921210/ 
 
You can also e-mail us at konkaniyouthgroup@gmail.com 
 
 We estimate that planning for the next convention will begin in January of 2019. 

Deepika Padukone Marries Ranveer Singh 
Deepika has made konkani wedding Famous! The Konkani Traditional wedding at Italy where our rich tradition Ududa 
Muhurathu , Kashi Yatra, followed. Caterer who caters in Italy was also from Bangalore- Sri Ganesh Nayak of Sona 
Caterers , Bangalore who is popular there in preparing Konkani dishes. Dipika and Ranveer’s Marriage was performed by 
Hattangadi Gurudas Bhat, in Konkani style. Only 30 family members have attended amid strict security in Italy. 
 

A Konkani Joke 
Ek divas Ravan doctora lagi vatha 
Ravana: Daktra, makka saan asthan donu pathal uthakade problem... 
Doctor: *Lasalya! Dha (ten) thond ani ek(one) gandi....ani kasan zathale?!* 
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Dr. Umeshraya Pai No More 
 
Dr. Umeshraya Pai, 80, from Cincinnati, OH passed away on 
September 27 at his residence. Born and raised in Manipal, India, 
Dr Umeshraya Pai was a professor of Anesthesia and adjunct 
professor of Anatomy at University of Cincinnati. He was also an 
alumni of Kasturba Medical College, Manipal and was a very 
loved and respected Anatomy professor at KMC, Manipal in the 
1970s. In his lifetime he has taught thousands of medical students 
the fine art of dissection.  He moved to the United States in 1972 
and accepted an anatomy teaching position at Tufts University. He 
then began his clinical career at University of Cincinnati, OH. He 
shared his love of Anatomy, regional Anesthesia and pain control 
at many national and international conferences and won many 
accolades. 
 
He leaves behind his wife Nalini, his daughter Rajeshri and her 
husband Rohit Nayak, his son Rajnesh and his wife Krysta and 
grandchildren, Nikhill, Gavin, Dylan and Sarina . 
 
 

 
 

Smt. SAGUNA NAYAK No More 

Saguna N. Nayak, 67, passed away on October 27, 2018 at her home in 
Redmond, WA. Saguna was born on October 1, 1951 in Mangalore, India, and 
was one of five children of Kulyadi Dayananda Pai and Sumathi Pai. She 
married Dr. Narayan P. Nayak on May 25, 1972 and moved to Philadelphia, PA 
soon afterward. After her husband completed his medical residency, the family 
moved to Bradford, PA where they lived for thirty-one years. Saguna was very 
active in the Bradford community, working at the University of Pittsburgh at 
Bradford and volunteering at the YWCA and Bradford Area Public Library. In 
2007, she and Narayan moved to Redmond, WA to be closer to their children 
and grandchildren. In her retirement, Saguna enjoyed gardening, traveling, and 
spending time with her grandchildren.  

Saguna is survived by her husband Narayan P. Nayak; son, Navin Nayak and 
daughter-in-law Alice; her daughter, Sheila Talwar and son-in-law Mohit; four grand-children, Adam Nayak, 
Alana Nayak, Ria Talwar, and Zubin Talwar. In lieu of flowers, memorials and contributions may be made to 
Bradford Area Public Library: https://www.bradfordlibrary.org/donation. 
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Dr. Ananda Rao No More 

Dr ANANDA RAO of Pleasant Hill, CA passed away at 1:45 PM 
on 11/16. He was President of KAOCA in 1989, and a friend of the 
Konkani community. 
 

Ananda Rao was an accomplished research Scientist and was the 
author of many papers. He was well recognized in his field of 
research. 
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences to his wife Syamala, 
daughters Geetha and son in law Vivek Pai, Veena and Son in law 
Jeff, Son Vivek and daughter in law Anjali, grandkids Vidya and 
her husband Hirshi, Vinay, Deven, Anya and India.  

 

Dr. Ramdas P. Kamath No More 
 
Dr. Ramdas P. Kamath, age 64, of Opelika, AL passed away on Thursday, November 22nd, 2018 at Emory Hospital in 
Atlanta, GA. He was born on September 16th, 1954 in Mangalore, India. 
 Dr. Kamath is survived by his wife, Premee Kamath; his two daughters, Nayana (Dr. Sughosh) Dhakal and Nandita (Neil) 
Desai; his two grandchildren, Naveen Dhakal and Nikhil Dhakal; his brother, Dr. Arvind (Lekha) Kamath; his two 
nephews, Sainath (Mona) Kamath and Dr. Sunil Rao; his niece, Anjali (Sarthak) Singh, Esq.; his grandniece and 

grandnephew Mohini Kamath and Saahil Kamath. 
 He was preceded in death by his father, Pandurang Kamath; his mother, 
Prema Kamath; his sister, Shanta J. Rao; his brother in law, Jagadish Rao; 
and his nephew, Dr. Rajiv J. Rao. 
 Dr. Kamath studied Medicine in India and eventually moved to the United 
States in 1996. He practiced Medicine in Valley, AL and later in Opelika, AL. 
He was a man of principle, character and integrity who was respected by his 
colleagues. He dedicated himself to his noble profession and worked 
selflessly. He was knowledgeable and kind in his ways and loved his family 
and friends. 
 Private services will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers the family asks 
that donations be made to the charity one’s choice in his memory. 
 Please visit our website at www.johnsonbrownservicefh.com to leave a 
condolence for the family, to share a memory of Dr. Kamath, or to light a 
Remembrance Candle in his memory. 
(Source: Local media) 
 
 

September 16, 1954  -  November 22, 2018 (age 64) 
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KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

Last quarter’s update: 
(Editor’s note: For some reason, this was not published in the last issue!) 
 
Vishwa Konkani Stree Shakti Mission:    
The 4th Batch of Free Sewing classes under Vishwa Konkani Stree Shakti Mission were Inaugurated by Smt. Kudgi 
Sudha Shenoy Mangaluru at World Konkani Centre on 9th June 2018. Mrs. Geetha C. Kini is the convener of Vishwa 
Konkani Stree Shakti Mission. 
 
KSHAMATA  UGetin: 
Kshamata Ugetin Training camp for Soft Skills, public speaking, leadership, Builders beneficiary Community services held 
at World Konkani Centre  for 6 days for the final year College Degree students of Vidya Poshak, Udupi. 68 final year 
degree college students from Udupi attended. 
 
Hon. Minister R.V.Deshpande Senior Minister for Revenue department of Karnataka State Government visited Mangaluru 
and gave relief packages to farmers. 
 
Vishwa Konkani Vachana Gayana Programme  
Akashvani Mangaluru Radio broadcasted Konkani Vachana Gayana programme on  8th  & 29th July  2018 on Mangaluru 
Akashavani.  
 
Manipal:    
Dr. T. Ranjan Pai has taken charge as the new registrar of Academy of General Education Manipal  on 19-07-2018 in the 
place of Dr. T.Ramdas M.Pai. 
 
Kendra Sahitya Akademy New Delhi: 
Mrs. Vilma D;Souza Bantwal has been awarded Sahitya Akademy Konkani Yuva Literary  Award for the year 2018. 
G.S.B. Seva Sangha C.V.Nayak Hall Mangaluru  
G.S.B.Seva Sangh celebrated its 80th year celebrations on 12-08-2018. Mr. U.T. Khader  Hon. Minister Govt of 
Karnataka (Chief Guest). Mr. K. Bhaskar Mayor of  Mangaluru, Former MLA Mr. J.R.Lobo, MLA Mangaluru Mr. 
Vedavyasa Kamath were Guests of Honour, Sri Basti Vaman Shenoy presided over the function. Dr. K.Mohan Pai 
President of the G.S.B Seva Sangh welcomed the Guests.  
 
Konkani Manyathay Diwas :  
Konkani Language was recognized as a national Language (among 23 other languages like English, Gujarathi, Marathi, 
Kannada etc.) on 20-08-1992. And Konkani Associations all over India celebrated the events organising Konkani 
Programmes, Drama, and Literary Seminars etc.during 4th week of August 2018. In Karnataka the “Konkani Manyathay 
Diwas was organized by World Konkani Centre, Konkani Bhasha Mandal, Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy, Konkani 
Sanskritika Sangha in Mangaluru, And Konkani Bhasha Mandals at Kumta, Karwar in Uttara Kannada Districts and in 
Bangaluru organising various Konkani programmes on literature competitions, lectures etc.  
 
Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund: 
On 24th August 2018 World Konkani Centre and Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund organized Vishwa Konkani 
Students Scholarship Distribution ceremony at T.V.Raman Pai Hall Mangaluru. Chief Patron of the Scholarship Mr. 
T.V.Mohandas Pai Bangaluru addressed the gathering and Scholars. Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy 
presided. Mr. Ramdas Kamath U Chairman and Mr. Pradeep G.Pai Secretary VKSSF and also Mangaluru MLA Hon 
Sri D.Vedavyas Kamath, Mr. Michael D’Souza, President Vishwa Konkani Alumni Association Nirosh Kumari, World 
Konkani Centre Vice Presidents Sri Gilbert D’Souza, Sri Kudpi Jagadish Shenoy and  Sri Venkatesh N Baliga, 
Treasurer Sri B.R.Bhat, Secretary Sri B.Prabhakar Prabhu, Sri Sandeep Shenoy Mumbai, All India Konkani Kharvi 
Mahajan Sabha President Sri K.B.Kharvi, Karnataka Kudubi Seva Sangha President Sri Narayan Naik,  and other 
dignitaries were present. Secretary Vishwa Konkani student scholarships fund Sri Pradeep G Pai gave Vote of thanks. 
World Konkani Centre Secretary Smt. Shakuntala R.Kini compeered the programme. This year the Vishwa Konkani 
Students Scholarship Fund distributed Rs. 3.50 crores to 650 Konkani Engineering & Medical students. 
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*SPECIAL THANKS were given to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) for their contribution to Vishwa Konkani Students 
Scholarship Fund.* 
 
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee died: 
India's former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee passed away at the age of 93 on August 16, 2018, at AIIMS, New 
Delhi.He was born on December 25, 1924 in Gwalior. He was a leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). He is also 
recipient of India's highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna, which was conferred on him in 2015. Perceived to be an 
astute statesman and political leader, his birthday was declared 'Good Governance Day'. Vajpayee is also admired for his 
poetry.  
 
Chaturmasya Vrita of H.H. Swamijis:  
H.H. Srimad Samyameendra Thirtha Swamiji of Shri Kashi Mutt  Samsthan  commenced Chaturmasa  Vruta at 
Tirumala Sri Kashi Math Tirumala, Tirupathi, Chittoor,  Andhra Pradesh. 
 
H.H. Srimad Vidyadhiraj Thirtha Sripad Vader Swamiji of Sri Samsthan Gokarn Partagali Jeevotham Math 
commenced Chaturmasa Vruta at Sri Vidyadhiraj Bhavan, EswarNagar, Hubballi.        
 
H.H. Srimad Shivananda Saraswathi Swamiji of Shri Kavale Math Chaturmasa Vruta commenced at Sri Nagesh 
Maharudra Samsthan, Bandiwade, Ponda, Goa 
 
H.H. Shri Sadyojatha Shankerashrama Swamiji of Sri Chitrapur Math, commenced Chaturmasa Vruta at Chitrapura 
Math, Shirali , Uttara Kannada District Karnataka State. 
 
Nagar Panchami festival celebrated on 15-08-2018 and Sutta Punnav Parab festival celebrated on 26-08-2018 through 
India. 
 

This quarter’s update: 
Gowri Ganesha Festival: 
Sri Gowri Festival (Thayee) and Shri Ganesh Chaturthi (Chowti) were celebrated on 12th and 13th Sept 2018 throughout 
India. 
 
On 15th Sept 2018 Episcopal Ordination & Institution of Most Rev. Dr. Peter Paul Saldanha as Bishop of Diocese of 
Mangaluru on 15-09-2018 at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Cathedral Grounds, Mangaluru in the presence of thousands of 
believers. 
 
Vishwa Konkani Nataka Mahotsava: 
World Konkani Centre Mangaluru organized 4 days Vishwa Konkani Nataka Mahotsava at T.V.Raman Pai Convention 
Hall, Mangaluru from 4th Oct to 7th Oct 2018. Konkani drama troupes from Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Mumbai were 
presented: 

a) On 4th Oct 2018 Konkani Cultural Fort “Rao Mammale Vhoran” directed by – Mr. Chandrababu Shetty U, 
Kerala. 

b) On 5th Oct 2018 Konkani Drama “‘Varsak Ek Pavati’ directed by Mr. Edward Sequeira, Mangaluru.  
c) On 6th Oct 2018 Konkani Drama “Prem Jagor” written by Mr. Pundalik N.Naik and Directed by Mr. Sridhar 

Kamath Bambolkar, Goa.  
d) On 7th Oct 2018 Sunday Konkani Drama “Hoon Udka Ghotu’ by Triveni Kala Sangam, Mumbai, directed by Dr. 

C. N. Shenoy.  
During the valedictory function Directors of all the 4 Konkani Drama troupes were felicitated by Mr. Vedavyas Kamath, 
MLA, Mangaluru. 
 
All India Saraswath Sammelan: 
All India Saraswath Cultural Organisation is going to organize All India Saraswath Sammelan on 19th and 20th Jan 2019 
at Mumbai with a theme “Saraswaths & Beyond”. All the H.H.Swamijis of Saraswath Mutths,  Kashi Muth, Gokarna 
Partagali Muth Shri Kaivalya Muth and Sri Chitrapur Mutt have consented to attend and bless the Saraswaths World Over.  
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In the year 1999 first Vishwa Saraswath Sammelan was held at Mangaluru. Kashmiri Pandits Saraswathand Saraswaths 
from Punjab, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra (Ujjain, Kolhapur, Pune, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala  had come down to 
Mangaluru in large numbers. Mr. K.K.Pai, Manipal was the Chairman and Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy was the Chief 
Convener of the organizing committee.  
 
A meeting of Saraswaths: 
  A meeting of Saraswaths from Mangaluru , Udupi, Putturu, Bantwal, Karnataka was held on 7-10-2018 at Mangaluru. 
Mr. C.A. Nandagopal Shenoy, Convener of Mangaluru Committee presided. All India Saraswath Cultural organization, 
President Dr. Ajith Gunjikar, Vice President Mr. Kishore Masurkar from Mumbai attended the meeting and formally 
invited to enroll  and participate in the Sammelan. 
 
Press Reporters Association: 
 Press Reporters Association Mangaluru has initiated a grand plan called “Brand Mangaluru” which was inaugurated by 
Mr. H.D.Kumaraswamy Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka on 14-10-2018 at Dr.T.M.A. Pai International Centre. The 
Programme was followed by Hindustan Classical Music. Mr.  I. Srinivas Nayak, President of the press club. 
 
Navaratri:  
Navratri was celebrated throughout India from 10th to 18thOct 2018 followed by Vijaya Dashami festival celebrated on 
19th Oct.  For Konkani Ladies’ it was special with Suhasini (Sawai Sheni) items. 
 
Vidyakalpaka’ Scholarship Programme: 
Vidyakalpaka Scholarship Programme  was held on 21st October 2018 at Shri Rama Mandir, Donderangadi. Udupi Taluk 
& district. President of Vidyakalpaka Scholarship Fund C.A. Mr. Nandagopal Shenoy welcomed the gathering. Mrs. K. 
Ratna Prabha, IAS, Former Chief Secretary, Govt. of Karnataka (who has GSB roots in Karkala) was the Chief Guest. 
Mr. B Jayaram Nayak, Mr. I Krishna Shenoy, Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, Mr. Pradeep G Pai, Mr. CA U Surendra 
Nayak, Dr. Vishnu Prabhu, Mr.  Kashinath Bhat, Mr. CA Giridhar Kamath & National trainer Mr.  K Rajendra 
Bhat were present on this occasion. The function was attended by 135 scholars & their parents. Vidyakalpaka scholars 
won the Prizes for Konkani SHORT STORIES & POEMS during the programme. Mr. Venkatesh N. Baliga compered the 
programme. 
 
Konkani- Kannada Translation workshop: 
 World Konkani Centre organized 3 days Konkani- Kannada Translation workshop in association with Central Sahitya 
Academy, New Delhi was held at World Konkani Centre from 26th to 28th Oct 2018. The translated stories will be 
published by World Konkani Centre and Sahitya Akademy New Delhi. Dr. Geetha Shenoy, Bangaluru was the Co 
ordinator. On this occasion World Konkani Centre Publication ‘Sumadhva Vijaya’ Book was released. Konkani Translator 
and Editor Vedamurthy Shrungeri Sri Sudhakar Bhat present during the function. 
 
Rajapur Saraswath Conference: 
On   28th October 2018, Rajapur Saraswath Conference was held at R.S.B.Hall at Manipal. More than 1000 RSB members 
were present. H.H. Srimad Shivananda Saraswathi Swamiji of Sri Kaivalya Mutt blessed the gathering. .  Mr. Basti  
Vaman Shenoy was the Chief Guest. 
 
Karnataka Rajyotsava: 
 On 1-11-2018, 62nd Karnataka Rajyotsava was held at Bangaluru and all the towns and places in Karnataka, Mumbai and 
Delhi. 
 
Festival of Lights:  
Deepavali (Diwali Parab) was celebrated  with pomp and gaiety  from 5th Nov to 9th Nov 2018 with Sri Dhanalaxmi Pooja 
(Manda Puja).  Sweets were distributed among family members, friends and relatives. 
 
Bhajana Saptaha:  
7 days Bhajana Saptaha was held at Sri Vitoba Temple, Mangaluru  from 13th to 19th Nov 2018 followed Sri Tulasi Pooja 
in all Temples and houses of Konkani People.  
 
Karthik Poornima Mahotsava:  
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Karthik Poornima Mahotsava was celebrated in many a Temples in Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts 
on 24th Nov 2018. 
 
Vishwa Konkani Awards-2018:  
The prestigious Vishwa Konkani awards were conferred on five eminent achievers in various fields in a grand ceremony 
held at T V Raman Pai Convention Hall,  Mangaluru on 18th  November 2018. 
 
Chairman of Manipal global education, Bengaluru, T V Mohandas Pai said, "Our Indian culture showed us that 
knowledge is more important than money. Our culture has a vast history since the time the kings of various dynasties were 
ruling the country, where the king used to respect the words of his close aides. Since then our culture has followed from 
that direction." 
 
Vimala V Pai Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Puraskar was awarded to H M Pernal, Mangaluru for his ‘Beeg Ani Bigath’ 
(Konkani short stories), Vimala V Pai Vishwa Konkani poetry award was conferred on Sharatchandra Shenoy, Kerala for 
his Idam Na Mama (Anthology of Konkani poems). 
 
Vimala V Pai Vishwa Konkani life time achievement award was conferred on M Vishwanath Shet, North Canara for his 
contribution to Konkani language literature and Culture. 
 
Basti Vaman Shenoy Vishwa Konkani Seva Puraskar was awarded to Dr U. V. Shenoy and Dr P. Gowri Pai, Putturu for 
their exemplary service in the field of health service and elderly care respectively.      
 
President of Vishwa Konkani Kendra Basti Vaman Shenoy welcomed the gathering.  Kannada Litterateur Mr. B Gopala 
Krishna Pai, secretary Vishwa Konkani Kendra Shakuntala R Kini, leader of Kudumbi community Narayana Nayak, 
women wing leader Parvathi Bai, Kharvi community leader K B Kharvi and others were present. Mrs. Smitha Shenoy 
compered the programme. 

Konkani Calendar 

January 2019 February 2019 March 2019 
1st  Yekadashi 4th  Amavasya 1st  Yekadashi 
5th  Amavasya 11th  Ratha Sapthami 3rd  Maha Shivaratri 
14th  Makara Sankranthi 13th  Madhva Navami 6th  Amavasya 
17th  Yekadashi 15th  Yekadashi 14th  Meena sankranthi 
20th Poornami 19th  Poornami 17th Yekadashi 
23rd  Sankashti fasting 22nd  Sankashti 20th  Holi Poornami 
24th  Sankashti  23rd  Sankashti fasting 
30th  Yekadashi  24th  Sankashti 
  31st  Yekadashi 
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. MuralidharShenoy, Durham, NC and VedamoorthyRaghuchandraBhat of Waukesha, WI 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Govinda & Rekha Malya, Glen Mills, PA 50.00 
Bab & Vijaya Rau, Sunnyvale, CA 50.00 
Meenakshi Nayak, Cary, NC 50.00 
Satish & Vijaya Prabhu, Columbia, SC 50.00 
Damodar & Shobha Baliga, Brooklyn, NY 50.00 
Pradeep & Geetha Bhandarkar, Bloomfield Hills, MI 50.00 
Raghavendra & Sumathi Kamath, Sound Beach, NY 50.00 
Narayan & Vidya Baliga, Kenosha, WI 50.00 
Maitreya & Nina Padukone, New York, NY 50.00 
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Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XLI No. 3 4,795.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (28) and donations 810.00  
Interest 5.00  
Sub Total: 815.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XLI No. 3):   
Printing- Khabbar(270) - 20 pages  392.28 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (242)  171.82 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (6)  8.05 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper& labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  367.85 
Sub Total:  1,000.00 
Final Balance: 4,610.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
 
 

Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 

 

Put 21, 32, 40, 54, 76 and 98 in the blank squares above so 
that it is greater than the sum of two numbers below it or 
lesser than the difference between them. 
 
The following gave the right answers: 
Krishna Kudva, Alta Loma, CA 
Anil Rao, Friendswood, TX 
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
Arkal Mohan Shenoy, Del Mar, CA 
Pradeep Bhandarkar, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Mukund Kamath, San Ramon, CA

This Kwarter’sKwiz 
By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
 
Explain the logic below to find the answer to the last line: 

  5   -   4   =   23 
  8   -   1   =   63 
  6   -   16   =   32 
  9   -   9   =   78 
  3   -   9   =   6 
  3   -   81   =   ?    
 
 
 
 



 

Khabbar XLI  No. 4  Page: 17  

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Namaskaru 
 
The NAKA Board is pleased to announce Konkani Sammelan on July 2nd-4th 2020. It will be held in theSan Jose 
Convention Center, California. Ram and Aruna Acharya have graciously accepted to lead KS2020. We would like to 
wish them great success in this journey. Please mark your calendar so you do notmiss the opportunity to get together with 
fellow Konkani families from North America. 
 
Proposal for Funding Future Konkani Sammelans: 
 
The NAKA Board proposes to setup a NAKA Corpus fund of 1 million dollars for the sole purpose ofpartially funding 
future Sammelans. One of the math we are thinking of is as follows. We need toactively campaign for 200 families out of 
over 4000 families in NA to give $5000 each. This money will beheld in the corpus account and it will be invested in S&P 
500 index fund for perpetuity (Example: https://investor.vanguard.com/mutual-funds/profile/overview/vfiax). The NAKA 
bylaws will be changedto make sure ONLY 80% of the money earned in the corpus fund thru this investment can be used 
forpartially funding future Sammelan. The long-term returns are about 6% compounded. Every 4 yearsNAKA will 
provide 80% of the gains over the 4 years to the Sammelan host committee which they do nothave to return so that 
reduces the burden on the host committee to raise funds. That could mean moreregions coming forward to host future 
Sammelan. The remaining 20% of the gain will stay in the corpusfund for further growth of the corpus fund. As NAKA 
has been classified a private foundation by the IRS,most corporations do not give matching funds to such entities. We 
have now set up Konkani CulturalConference, Inc., (KCC) so your contributions could bring in more funds due to 
employer match. If youremployer offers matching contribution for your charitable donations, please make your checks 
payableto KCC Inc. 
 
Rationale for Corpus Fund 
 
Why have the NAKA corpus fund? The fundamental problem in conducting a Sammelan is the cost itincurs versus the 
money that is raised from registration. For the past three Sammelans we have beenshort by an average of $325,000 for 
each Sammelan. The modus operandi has been to raise thisnegative amount by doing fund raising. The community has 
always stepped forward and helped bridgethis gap. But the feedback in general has been the following. Same people come 
forward each time to fillthis gap and hence it is not sustainable. So, what can be done…. 
 
We have two options to avoid this sort of fund raising for future Sammelans.  
1) Reduce the cost. Thisone is a MUST. The NAKA board must work with the host committee to make it happen.  
2) Raise theper person registration cost. We keep hearing this time and again. If the registration cost goes up, thenfewer 
people will show up and hence it will defeat the purpose. Also, our negotiating power with thecommercial entities will 
come down when there are fewer people attending. 
 
We have done a lot of research into how other regional organizations function. Yes, their numbers arebig, so it is easier 
for them to do things of this nature. They also have a board which guarantees a fixedamount for the host committee which 
need not be returned back. Similarly, why not the KonkaniCommunity take up a challenge goal and make it happen. If 
each one waits for someone else to act, thenit will not be long before this tradition dies. 
 
Now to show that I am committed I have contributed $5,000 plus $1400 matching grant towards thiscorpus fund. The 
reason I am doing this is because I want to show the NA Konkani community that theBoard believes in this and we want 
to make this a reality. I humbly request each and every Konkanicommunity member to donate generously to this cause 
with whatever amount you can give. You canspread out your donation amount in a couple of installments if you do not 
want to do the lumpsum.When you donate please mark this as a donation to the “NAKA Corpus Fund”. You will get a 
tax-deductible receipt as soon as the funds are received. We promise to be transparent with the moneyreceived and the 
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gains generated in the Corpus Fund. Please wish the board a success in this journey. Ifyou have any questions or 
suggestions, then send your feedback to info@mynaka.org. Also send yourcontributions to the corpus fund by making a 
check payable to: 
Konkani Cultural Conference Inc 
2051 Junction Ave, Suite 225 
San Jose, CA 95131 
 
Progress Made on Funding raising of Future Konkani Sammelans 
 
To this effect the Board has already started working towards raising this money, The NAKA Board ispleased to announce 
the progress we have made to date on the NAKA corpus fund. As of today, we have26 families who have pledged support 
for this fund. We have received checks from 12 of 26 families atthis time. Our goal is to get checks from 30 families 
before the end of the year. I hope many of you whoare reading this will consider making this onetime donation to the 
fund. The NAKA vision is to partiallyfund all future Konkani Sammelans just from the gains received from it while 
keeping the principleintact. To make it a win-win solution to both parties, for all the donors who make this onetime 
minimumrequired donation (MRD) of $5,000 will get free admission for the donor and their spouse for theirlifetime. You 
can pledge your support and pay the donation in two installments and still meet the MRD. 
 
Other ways to make tax-deductible donations are the following. 
 
1) Donate your appreciated shares to our Fidelity Account. We are working on setting up thisaccount and the details will 
be available soon. Please contact us if you need the details. 
2) Community members who are 70 ½ or older can donate IRA assets lowering their taxableincome. This transfer is 
usually the best way for IRA owners older than 70 ½ to do their giving. 
 
We are working very hard to reduce and/or eliminate every barrier for you to help us in this journey. It isnow your turn to 
help us and make this happen. I hope to hear from very many of you before the end ofyear. We can collectively make a 
big difference if each one of you takes a moment to consider and makethis generous donation.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
 
The NAKA Team: 
Ramesh Kamath (IT infrastructure): president@mynaka.org  
Ajay Rao (NAKA Endowment): vp@mynaka.org  
Damodar Baliga (Treasurer): treasurer@mynaka.org  
Promod Mavinkurve (Membership): executive@mynaka.org  
Sudha Shenoy (Cultural): secretary@mynaka.org 
 
All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

8/31/18 Balance from last report 189,352.48  
11/30/18 Interest for the quarter 4.29  
11/30/18 Donations Received 10,000.00  
11/30/18 Konkani Sammelan 2020 Venue Deposit  50,000.00 
11/30/18 Tax Return Preparation & Filing Fees  700.00 
11/30/18 Bank Charges  210.91 
 Final Balance: 148,445.86  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 
 
 

Devu Baren koro     Ramesh Kamath President@mynaka.org http://www.mynaka.org 
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Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag 

To Raise the funds for the 
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event brought in More than $ 70,000. This news will bring joy to many charities & many less 
fortunate Konkanis in India who depend on our grants. In a year, in spite of good Economy & 
Rising Stock markets, the donations were meager so 
encouraging. On behalf of KCF, I would like to thank, Aruna, 
fundraising idea of staging Arpana Dance recital each year. It has been a consistent & 
dependable fundraiser for KCF. I would like to sincerely thank 
Kamath, Krithi Pai, Rhea Kamath,Sunayana Pai, Meera Hatangadi, Chaya Manjeswar, Shreya 
Kamath, and Tanvi Kamath
resounding success. Special thanks to Veena Kamath, f
described the dance performance as awesome. Once again thanks to the Bay Area Konkanis 
who are so generous & hard working for all charitable causes. I am so glad that next 
Sammelan will be held in the Bay area because 
 
Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund:
1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to benefit needy & impoverished Konkanis in 
India. 
2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are 
India as Charitable organization & approved to receive funds from foreign countries.
3. KCF gives scholarships to needy Konkani students to pursue higher 
old age homes for destitute to provide improved quality 
KCF also grants money to organizations helping Physically & Mentally challenged children.
4. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations to KCF qualify for 
tax deduction as per IRS rules.
5. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice 
within the KCF’s approved list.
6. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to 
Would you like to make a difference? Visit our
approved charities In India.  We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested in 
donating to a specific charity and it does not appear in our list, please contact us and we will 
let you know the s
get necessary certificates.
Many corporations offer matching gift programs.  Please inquire with your employer's 
human resources department to find out if your company has a matchi
to double your donation. 
You can help by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time 
you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon donate
The most important thing in life 
With your generous support KCF raised $ 255,000 last year
Contact KCF at  
of hope. P.S. Please 
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call (631) 472-1418.
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
43 Spray Court Bayport, NY 11705 

(631) 472-1418 
www.Konkanicf.org 

Email: contact@konkanicf.org 
Registered Charity under 501 (3)(c) 

EIN # 90-0482868 

APPEAL 
December 10, 2018 

To Raise the funds for the Konkani Charitable Fund, a Dance recital was staged in the Bay 
area on Dec 2. It was a great day in the history of The Konkani Charitable Fund when a single
event brought in More than $ 70,000. This news will bring joy to many charities & many less 
fortunate Konkanis in India who depend on our grants. In a year, in spite of good Economy & 
Rising Stock markets, the donations were meager so far, this event is v
encouraging. On behalf of KCF, I would like to thank, Aruna, Ram, &
fundraising idea of staging Arpana Dance recital each year. It has been a consistent & 
dependable fundraiser for KCF. I would like to sincerely thank all the performers 
Kamath, Krithi Pai, Rhea Kamath,Sunayana Pai, Meera Hatangadi, Chaya Manjeswar, Shreya 
Kamath, and Tanvi Kamath), numerous volunteers & others who helped to make this event a 
resounding success. Special thanks to Veena Kamath, for her tireless work.  Many attendees 
described the dance performance as awesome. Once again thanks to the Bay Area Konkanis 
who are so generous & hard working for all charitable causes. I am so glad that next 
Sammelan will be held in the Bay area because I predict, it will be awesome too.

Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund:
1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to benefit needy & impoverished Konkanis in 

2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are approved by Government of 
India as Charitable organization & approved to receive funds from foreign countries.
3. KCF gives scholarships to needy Konkani students to pursue higher 
old age homes for destitute to provide improved quality of life during
KCF also grants money to organizations helping Physically & Mentally challenged children.
4. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations to KCF qualify for 
tax deduction as per IRS rules. 

KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice 
within the KCF’s approved list. 
6. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to 
Would you like to make a difference? Visit our web site.konkanicf.org.  Glance at the list of 
approved charities In India.  We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested in 
donating to a specific charity and it does not appear in our list, please contact us and we will 
let you know the specific requirements to get the charity on the KCF approved list & help you 
get necessary certificates. 
Many corporations offer matching gift programs.  Please inquire with your employer's 
human resources department to find out if your company has a matchi
to double your donation.  
You can help by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time 
you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon donate
The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave!
With your generous support KCF raised $ 255,000 last year. 
Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF 
of hope. P.S. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call (631) 472-1418. 
                                                                                 Devu Baren Koro 
                                                                           KCF Board of Directors.
                                                                           Website: www.konkanicf.org

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 
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fortunate Konkanis in India who depend on our grants. In a year, in spite of good Economy & 

this event is very refreshing & 
Ram, & Medha for this great 

fundraising idea of staging Arpana Dance recital each year. It has been a consistent & 
all the performers (Archana 
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described the dance performance as awesome. Once again thanks to the Bay Area Konkanis 
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I predict, it will be awesome too. 

Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund: 
1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to benefit needy & impoverished Konkanis in 

approved by Government of 
India as Charitable organization & approved to receive funds from foreign countries. 
3. KCF gives scholarships to needy Konkani students to pursue higher education and helps 

life during their twilight years. 
KCF also grants money to organizations helping Physically & Mentally challenged children. 
4. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations to KCF qualify for 

KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice 

6. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to charity. 
web site.konkanicf.org.  Glance at the list of 

approved charities In India.  We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested in 
donating to a specific charity and it does not appear in our list, please contact us and we will 

pecific requirements to get the charity on the KCF approved list & help you 

Many corporations offer matching gift programs.  Please inquire with your employer's 
human resources department to find out if your company has a matching gift program so as 

You can help by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every time 
you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon donates 50 cents to KCF. 
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Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any HoonKhabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@gmail.com  
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 

 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 
 

 
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:B.S. Kamath, 
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, HariShanker Joshi 
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE DOWNLOAD 
Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com 
 
 

 
FREE 

(For North American patrons only)First come first served 
Novels in English & Kannada by renowned Konkani author. 
If interested, email: khabbar@gmail.com 
 
  

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homaservices offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.comEmail :rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 
Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non-profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand-out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 
supported the development of five businesses that have created over 8,000 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.orgto learn more, or 
please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co-Founder SachiShenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org
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