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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.
There is no doubt in my mind thatKhabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
Khabbar has an impeccable record of getting published on 
time, every time! But, last quarter, the printer was unable to 
meet the dead line and hence the publishing of that issue of 
Khabbar was delayed by a week!! I never knew that would 
create a concern in the Konkani community. But, it did. I got 
the following two emails from subscribers:. 
An email of June 21 wrote- 
“Namaskar Mr. Bhat, 
Hope you are all very well. 
I have not yet received the latest issue of Khabbar , so just 
wondering if it has already been dispatched.” 

And another email of June 22 wrote: 
“Dear Vasanthmam,  
We have not received Khabbar for June 2018 yet. If you have 
not mailed it yet, please ignore this message.” 
 
That shows how dedicated the Khabbar readership is!!! 
 
Please note that this issue of Khabbar is delayed because the 
honorary editor was on vacation for the first two weeks of 
September!!!

******
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2018.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2016.Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging 
on to eKhabbar.com.  If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quarterly Newsletter 
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Volume XLI No. 3 
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Honorary Editor: Mr. VasanthBhat 
Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
www.ekhabbar.com 

Tel: (979)-299-3210 
Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

Annual Subscription: $15.00 
Make check payable to "Khabbar" & mail to P.O.Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2016.  In 
other words, families who have not 
paid since 2015 will not be receiving 
this issue. The numbers on the mailing 
label clearly indicate the year/s the 
dues for Khabbar has been received 
since 2017 and if there is any error let 
me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, whichwill be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
ThisKhabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-
0222, or email khabbar@gmail.com 
and rest be assured that I’ll 
“Khabbarize” them! 
 

The newly elected Board has taken 
reins of NAKA on Jan 1, 2017 under 
the able leadership of Ramesh M. 
Kamath. Please, extend your support 
to the new Board. NAKA has 
proposed a bold program to North 
American Konkani community to 
revive the ever popular Konkani 
Sammelans. Hope the community will 
support this program and help NAKA. 
Actually there is more than likely a 
2020 Sammelan may happen! Already 
the Konkani Youth had a mini 
Sammelan this summer in NYC! 
Khabbarwill publish all the 
developments and progress made by 
NAKA on an on-going basis.  
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world.Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
Correspondents in your area who send 
in the hoonKhabbars on a regular 
basis are doing an outstanding job. 
Remember, if it did not appear in 
Khabbar, then it did not happen in 
North America! You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@gmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only three, I mean, only three people 
got the right answer!! Khabbar has 
still remained a champ.Let us see how 
you will do with this quarter’s quiz!!! 

The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani 
BhasAniSanskritiPratistanisgood. 
Thanks to BastiGanapathiShenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help 
KonkaniBhasAniSanskritiPratistan.
Please, call him at (702)-341-6706 or 
email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  if 
interested to extend your help for this 
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has 
become a center of attraction and I 
urge all North American Konkanis to 
visit the Kendra to see in what way 
they can benefit from this. 
 
Khabbarwill always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s a link to 
all the special appeals I have gotten so 
far: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Have a great and safe Fall. Happy 
Diwali to you all. 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
     

 
Vasanth 

Honorary Editor 
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Letters to the Editor ...... 
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 
Dear Vasanth, 
Sorry for the delay. Here is the yearly analysis of the 2018Khabbar Mailing List dated 12-7-2017: 
Of the 2,543 families in the list (it was 2,464 last year!); we still have Konkanis living in 43 states & DC (same as 
last year!).  We still do not have any Konkanis living in Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Wyoming!! 
 
Also, we have: 
266 Kamat(h) 
258 Shenoy, Shenai, Shenvi, Shanbh (o) ag (ue) 
244 Pai 
180 Nayak (Naik) 
121 Prabhu 
110 Rao (u) 
99 Bhat (t) 
51 Baliga 
49 Kini  
46 Mal (l) ya, Mallia, Mahale 
34 Nadkarni (y) 
28 Bhandarkar, Bhandari (y) 
22 Hegde 
18 Kudva 
16 Koppika(e)r 
15 Hatt (i) angadi(y) 
13 Acharya. 
The Kamat (h) families have still maintained their lead.  California still leads with 650 families (it was 644 last 
year!) and San Jose, CA has the highest number of Konkani families living -  100(it was 98 last year!)  Houston, TX 
beats Fremont, CA as the second with 44 (They had tied last year with 45)!! and Fremont, CA with 43 for the third 
place!!! 
 
Keep up the great work. 

Ravindra Nayak, 
Flanders, NJ 

 
Editor’s Reply: 
Thank you for your report and continued support! 

*********** 
 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 

Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non-profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand-out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 

supported the development of five businesses that have created over 8,000 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.orgto learn more, or 
please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co-Founder SachiShenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org 
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HoonKhabbar 
Congratulations: 

Dr. SACHIN SHENOY, s/o 
Suresh &Usha Shenoy, of Sugar 
Land, TX was just named Chief 
Resident for Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at New York 
Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hospital and was awarded for 
excellence in Obstetrics by the 
Society of Maternal Fetal 
Medicine in improving  pregnancy 
and Perinatal outcomes. 
 
Surendra & Akhila Bhat of 
Cypress, TX held the “Swar 
Vandana” the Hindustani Classical 
Solo Recital by their daughter, 
SAMHITHA (Disciple of Smt. 
Shriti Sample) on Saturday June 
23, 2018 at 2:00 pm at The Kaplan 
Theatre in Houston, TX. 
Accompaniment on table was Shri 
Govind “Shenoy” Shetty and on 
Manjira was Shri Mohan Ketkar. 
 
Dr. MAYA PRABHU of 
Houston, TX had a Sangeet Pratuti 
with her daughter-in-law, Mrs. 
SNEHA PRABHU  at her 
residence on Sunday July 22, 
2018. They both continue their 
journey in quest of Hindustani 
music under the able guidance of 
Smt. Shruthi Sample. 
 
Houston Konkan Catholic 
Association (HKCA) organized 
the premiere of a Konkani movie 
(Eng sub-titles) - Noshibacho 
Khell (ನ ೕ ) on Aug 
26 at 2:30 PM in the Houston 
Downtown Theater district. 

 
Konkani Students: 

CHARANI,  d/o Gurudath& Aarti 
Kamath of Katy, TX will start her 
medical school at University of 
Texas McGovern Medical School. 
The school is located in the Texas 
Medical Center in Houston, TX. 
The 4 year program will begin in 

August 2018 and will lead to the 
achievement of a Doctor of 
Medicine (MD) degree.  
 

Relocation: 
The BALIGAS, Subramanya & 
Vasanthi have relocated with in 
Monroe Township, NJ to 211 N. 
Pondview Blvd., Monroe Twp. NJ 
08831. The new telephone is (908) 
217-6136 and email ID: 
sursunus@gmail.com 
 
The NAYAKS, Kiran & Geeta 
have relocated from Enfield, CT to 
1 Newbury Ct., Simsbury, CT 
060670. The telephone remains the 
same at (860)-623-5615 and email 
ID: kirannayak1952@yahoo.com 
 
The BHATS, Mulki Giridhar & 
Uma have relocated from 
Philadelphia, PA 221 Cherry Lane, 
Wynnewood, PA 19096. The 
telephone remains the same at 
(443)-804-1116 and email ID: 
m.g.bhat@aya.yale.edu  
 
The BHAT-RAMAN family, 
Vindya Bhat & Sridharan Raman, 
together with their daughter, Daana, 
have relocated within NYC to 3 
Washington Square Village, # 9M, 
New York, NY 10012. The email is: 
vindya.bhat@gmail.com 
 
The NAYAKS, Ramesh & Roopa 
have relocated from Las Vegas, 
NV 576 Cantabria Drive, 
Davenport, FL 33837. Their email 
ID: nayaksrus@yahoo.com  
 
The NAYAKS, Krishna & 
Padmini have relocated from 
Grosse Pointe Farm, MI to 2155 
Sanctuary Court, Sanctuary in the 
Hills East, Rochester Hills, MI 
48309. Their email ID: 
nayakp)1@yahoo.com  
 
The SARAFS, Vasudev & Aparna 
have relocated from Lake Charles, 

LA to 24758 Grand Harbor Drive, 
Apt. # 1720, Katy, TX 77494. 
Their telephone numbers are 
(3370-842-4395 and (337)-302-
2117 and Their email ID: 
vpsaraf@hotmail.com  
 

50th Wedding Anniversary: 
MOHAN & VISHAYA PAI of 
Somerdale, NJ celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary with 
family and friends from all over 
the world on Saturday July 14, 
2018  from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at 
IL Villagio in Cherry Hill, NJ. 
 

Obituary: 
SHANTHA PRABHU (89) 
passed away peacefully on June 
18, 2018 at her residence in 
Calicut, India.  She is survived by 
her four children and their 
families. Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to son Praveen Prabhu 
& family of Greensboro, NC, 
daughters- Gita Kini, Prabha Pai 
and Vidya Prabhu& families of 
Mumbai. 
 
Smt. RAJANI N. KINI (77)of 
Mumbai passed away peacefully 
on Saturday, July 28th at 
Chembur, Mumbai.Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to her son 
Deepak& family of Spring, TX.  
 
CHITRA NAGARKATTE  (74)  
of Flushing, NY passed away 
suddenly on Tuesday August 14th 
2018 in NYC. Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to her 
husband Umesh Nagarkatte of 
Flushing, NY. 
 
Dr. MOHANDAS BHAT (83)  of 
Rockville, MD passed away on 
Friday August 24, 2018 in 
Rockville, MD. Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to his wife, 
Chitra of Rockville, MD, daughter 
Bela Shenoy and family of Katy, 
TX. 
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Srinath Rao celebrates 70th Birthday 
Submitted by: kamath77@gmail.com 

Families and friends of SRINATH RAO of Austin, TX celebrated the surprise Happy 70th Birthday on 8/18/18 in Austin, 
TX.  Celebrations hosted in Austin, TX by his children Nishant & Mohnish, brother Anil Rao, sister Vidya Kamath and their 
families. 

 
 

Another Award for Konkani Ice Cream 
The Konkani tradition continues……First it was Hangyo, then Ideal and now Natural 
 
Sri Raghunandan Kamath(Founder Director of Natural Ice creams) won a very prestigious award in August 2018  in 
New Delhi. The win is out of total of 33000 entries and only top 100 SMEs were presented awards from Mr. Giriraj 
Singh, Minister of MSME.  
The function was held in Eros Hotel in New Delhi yesterday and the award is presented by Axis Bank supported by 
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium industry,  Government of India. 
 

KONKANI HAPPENINGS 
HAAS (Houston Area Amchigale Samaj) Janmashtami Celebrations: 
HAAS celebrated the annual Janmashtami event was held at the First Colony Conference Center on the evening of August 
25th. The HAAS community gathered to enjoy the festivities of the evening and arrived promptly at 5pm. They started the 
evening with some delicious Sabudana Khichdi catered by Sonali Kulkarni which was served with spicy sev mix and 
coffee.  Most everyone came dressed in colorful, festive, and traditional outfits and added to the brightness of the evening. 
The hall was beautifully decorated with lights and a standing cutout of Krishna artistically designed by Pramod Rao.  On 
the puja table, cows flanked the idol of Lord Krishna representing the simplicity of Lord Krishna the cowherd. Next to the 
puja table, was a wonderful art display by Reim and Shlok and beautiful single line drawings of Lord Krishna made by 
our very own and talented Kumud Nilekani Pacchi. 
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Our HAAS members always amaze us with their big hearts and philanthropic nature. At this year’s event, a clothes drive 
was setup to collect clothes to send to Kerala to help the flood victims impacted by the recent floods. Kumud Pacchi and 
her daughter Kanchan Kabad donated tulsi plants. Funds collected from the donations collected in lieu of the tulsi plants 
will be used to ship the clothes to Kashi Mutt. Shobha Shenoy has graciously offered to coordinate the efforts to ship the 
clothes to India. 
During social hour, attendees walked around admiring the art booth, enjoying the delicious snacks, and taking pictures 
against the beautiful backdrop. At 6pm, the cultural program began. Our host for the evening, Akhila Bhat, talked about 
how Janmashtami is near and dear to us and the significance of this holy occasion. She then introduced our first performer 
of the evening, the much admired and talented Kumud Pacchi. Accompanied by Raghavendra, she sang a devotional 
Konkani bhajan. Next Reim presented her display which had important facts about Dwarka. This was followed by bhajans 
by our young and talented kids Prakrati Shenoy, Pranati Shenoy, Chaitra Shenoy, and Aditya Shenoy. To add to the 
variety and fun, adorable Sahana and Priya Sashital’s performance of a short skit as Devaki and baby Krishna eating 
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mud had all the audience eating from their hands. Next Shlok Bhat presented the history of Udupi Krishna using a 
beautiful prop depicting the picture of Udupi Krishna. Gauri Sirur rounded up this talent group and sang a melodious 
Hindi bhajan. The cultural event ended with a beautiful kathak dance performed by our talented mother-daughter duo of 
Sunitha and Sitara Kini. Each participant was given a tulsi plant in appreciation of their participation.  
 
Once the cultural events concluded, the Aarti was commenced with the chanting of Ashtothara mantra chanted by 
Surendra Bhat and accompanied by the audience. Everyone then gathered for Aarti and Bhajans at the end of which 
everyone enjoyed the delicious goda poha prasad made by Smt. Vasumati Bhat and as always Vasumati Mayi did not 
disappoint. Her poha is so yummy that it may just have to become the new tradition.  
Janmashtami event would not be complete without our beloved tradition of Dahi Handi where the young kids get to reach 
up and/or jump up to the pot to get dahi. 
 
The victorious kids all got to enjoy yummy yogurt drinks as they triumphantly reached into the pots. Once the Dahi Handi 
event concluded it was time for dinner and everyone then sat down and enjoyed a wonderful dinner consisting of mini 
samosas, rice, roti, undhiyu, daal, methi mutter malai, and salad prepared by Jyoti Nayak followed by Jalebis and Tila 
Oondo provided by Shobha Shenoy for dessert. The food for this event was catered from BAPS Shayona Café. 
 
The night of festivities continued after dinner with some lively Dandiya music and dancing. Foot stomping music 
continued until it was finally time to wrap up the event (and we did so reluctantly since the Parks and Recreation Center 
of Sugar Land said our wrap up time was 10pm). 
 
As always, the participation and enthusiasm of the HAAS members and the tireless efforts of the volunteers is what 
helped the committee make the event flow seamlessly and the evening a success. Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped setup and serve dinner, and to Kanchan and Jayant for staying back and helping with the cleanup after the event 
ended. Thank you to Jyoti Nayak and Shobha Shenoy for providing Salad and Oondo and making the dinner even more 
appetizing. 
See you all at the DIWALI GALA on NOVEMBER 10!!   

 
Management Committee 

www.ourhaas.com 

Saraswat Foundation: 
The Saraswat Foundation Annual Summer Picnic was held on Saturday August 4, 2018 from 9:00 am to 
5:00 pm at Reichler Park in South Brunswick township, NJ. The event included good food, Amchi Bingo, Amchi quiz, 
Extempore, Musical Chairs, volleyball and more. Photos of the picnic can be viewed at: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/HzEq1LQ7pLZ2nwKt8 
 

Konkani Sabha: 
Konkani Sabha annual picnic was held at Mercer Park East Picnic Area at Princeton Junction, NJ  on Saturday June 
16th, 2018 from 10:00 am to sunset. The event was filled with Children's activities, Cricket, Badminton, and Volleyball 
and delicious Konkani food. 
 
American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA): 
AMKA annual picnic was held at Pottawatomie Park, St. Charles on Saturday August 11th, 2018.  
 
Ontario Konkani Association (OKA): 
Ontario Konkani Association held their annual picnic on July 21, 2018 at Heartlake Conservation Area, Picnic site-Green 
Acres in Brampton, Ont. 
 
Konkani Association of California (KAOCA): 
KAOCA Camping and Picnic was held at Little Basin between August 17-August 19.  Over 200 people attended. 
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DFW Konkani Samaj 
This is an announcement for our Konkani Community friends in Dallas Ft. Worth.  
 
We have officially formed a 501 (c)(3) not for profit organization and trying to add all fellow DFW amchis to the database 
and WhatsApp group so that we can make you all aware of the upcoming events.  
 
We will be starting with Ganesha Pooja, ‘Chavati’, date and venue will be announced soon. Please message me your 
phone number so that we can add you to the group if you are not already on the list.  
 
Below is a small intro: 
DFW Konkani Samaj is a Registered Not for Profit entity under section 501 (c) (3) created for Social networking, keeping 
the Konkani culture alive, Career networking, Seniors and Migrant support, create a forum for the Konkani’s to 
participate in events, debates etc  
 
Mission: There is an ever growing need to unite the DFW / North Texas based Konkani community with a goal of 
preserving our values, language, nurturing our traditions and customs. This association will enable Konkani community of 
DFW / North Texas to come together and celebrate our rich culture, heritage and tradition.  
 
Vision: This registered association will be the face of the Konkani community of DFW / North Texas area on all matters, 
that help in the betterment of our community. This group will help establish a strong bond and connection with the 
Konkani groups within United States and with our Konkani folks back in India & other parts of the world.  
 
Please inbox me (Anjali Desai) or Sudhir Gurudatt Pai or Pai Rekha or Swati Halady and we welcome you to this growing 
group of DFW Konkanis! 
 

Bhajanotsavam by Atlanta Konkani Vishnu Sahasranama Mandali 
By: Muralidhar Shenoy <mskr69@yahoo.com> 

 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the tradition of conducting Vishnu Sahasranam every first Saturday of the month 
amongst the Konkani community in the greater Atlanta area. To commemorate this milestone of observing our cultural 
traditions that have not only served to foster community but also introduce our children to these riches, a two-
day 'Bhajanotsavam' was organized in Johns Creek, GA on August 11th and 12th. It was a tremendous success, with 80 
people in attendance each day. 
 
At the venue, the altar was set up with devotion and care, well decorated with flowers, garlands and jewelry. A four-foot 
tall ‘deepam’ (lamp) was dressed up in colorful silk saris like one would a ‘devi’ or goddess, set in the center of an intricate 
rangoli of flower formations. 

 

The program on Saturday began with a 
delightful ceremonial procession of Lord Vishnu in a ‘pallaki’ (palanquin) carried by men to the tune of a Kannada 
devotional, ‘Deva Banda Namma’ (“Our God has come”). Shortly following was the Goddess Mahalakshmi carried by 
women to the tune of the popular ‘Bhagyada Lakshmi Baramma’ (“Welcome, Goddess Lakshmi of good fortune”). 
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The processions were followed by the installation of the two Gods, invocation and chanting of Vishnu Sahasranam (the 
thousand names of Lord Vishnu), Satyanarayana Puja and singing of bhajans. The puja, ‘abhishek’ and arti were conducted 
by Sri Jayaprasad Acharya from SKV Temple, Cumming GA.  

The bhajans were 
interspersed with 
classical dances by 
Divya Honavar and 
Arya Nayak. The 
day ended with a 
sumptuous 
‘devasthana jevan’ 
(temple soul food) 

from SKV Temple. 
 
The program on Sunday commenced early morning with bhajans, ‘abhishek’ and arti. The women conducted ‘Chudi Puja’ 
done during the month of Shraavan, at a tulsi ‘katte’ exchanging ‘chudi’ – a small ensemble of grass blades, leaves and 
flowers of particular plants – seeking blessings of elders.  
 
Kids wore the costumes of Sri Krishna and Balram. 
 
Following was a two-hour Harikatha, an exquisite story-telling of religious stories in Konkani by the rare talent that is Smt. 
Bhavana Prabhu who happens to be visiting from India, and who is one of the few living proponents of this art form. The 
program concluded with a ‘Vittala’ dance around the lamp, and blessings by the Priest followed by a traditional lunch. 
 
The enthusiasm with which the community participated on both days, right from aiding in the food preparation a day prior, 
to making garlands, decoration items and adorning the altar, was exemplary and showed positive energy and drive among 
all who participated - and a yearning for future community socio-religious gatherings that just might not make this a one-
off event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Konkani Rain Song 
Pavs yethana maka tugele udgas yetha. 

Gudgud ethana maka tugele udgas yetha. 
Minchu marthanai maka tugele udgas yetha. 

Gadva migele satte kedana wapas ditha? 
 

Konkani Youth Convention - 2018 
The 2018 Konkani Youth Convention was a great success with almost 40 attendees from New York, Texas, California, 
Ohio and many parts of the country gathering in New York City for a three-day event to celebrate our heritage and spend 
time with fellow Konkanis. The Holiday Inn Express in Midtown served as home base for the convention, providing a 
comfortable place to stay and easy access to the best attractions of the city. 
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Attendees first arrived on the evening of June 29th to meet new people and reconnect with friends from previous Konkani 
Sammelans. Thanks to the generosity of the North American Konkani Association (NAKA), the attendees were able to 
enjoy a great dinner at Darbar Grill in New York City. The attendees enjoyed meeting fellow Konkanis and having a sense 
of shared heritage and common culture. This was a great start to the rest of the convention. 
 
On Saturday June 30th, attendees ventured around Manhattan to see iconic landmarks, from the scenic Battery Park and 
Skyline, to the grandiose Wall Street and Charging Bull. Local Amchigeles took great delight in showing the city to 
newcomers. Attendees then went to Chelsea Market, a collection specialty shops selling the tastiest cuisines from around 
the city, for a delicious lunch. After recharging its batteries, the group travelled to the famed American Natural History 
Museum, where we explored the mysteries of the universe during a show at the Hayden Planetarium, and learned about the 
development of the world’s cultures in the Hall of Human Origins. The daytime activities concluded with a stop for gelato 
in Columbus Circle, and some time to rest at the hotel. 
 
The group kicked off the evening activities with a trip to The Press Lounge to enjoy the sunset one of NYC’s most scenic 
rooftops as well as to take a few pictures before dinner. Afterwards, attendees went to Cara Mia for a more formal dinner 
which was a chance to talk in an intimate setting. We discussed opportunities for future gatherings and how to encourage 
Konkanis to get more involved in the community while closing the geographic gap that separates many of us, allowing us 
to remain in touch. 
 
On the last day of the meet up, we had a farewell brunch at Pio Pio, a great Peruvian restaurant in Midtown, to reflect on 
the convention and send off those who came from other parts of the country.  The locals and those who chose to stay a few 
extra days then explored Central Park and enjoyed a beautiful afternoon walking through the gardens and climbing the rock 
formations. Finally, the youth convention concluded with a celebratory dinner. 
 
While this convention allowed us to explore one of the greatest cities in the country, its real impact was to build a sense of 
community and pride in our language. Throughout the three days of the event, we expanded our knowledge of Konkani 
culture and tradition. Since our community is not as large as those of other Indian ethnic groups, being able to spend time 
with other Konkanis in the same age group is a relatively rare opportunity, making the Youth Sammelan experience much 
more valuable. Even before the convention ended, there was talk about when and where to host the next one.  
 
The success of this convention and the excitement for future conventions demonstrated that the convention created a close-
knit group of Konkanis who are excited to host more events and meet others in the community. We have created a 
networking spreadsheet to foster the potential creation of mentor-mentee relationships. The networking spreadsheet 
currently contains information and contact information of individuals from multiple professions, such as medicine, 
engineering and law. Several members of the Konkani Youth Group have continued to remain in touch even months after 
the convention. As the conventions continue, we hope that it will become easier to create relationship with our peers who 
are from all parts of the country! 
 
If you have any questions or are interested in joining, please join our Facebook group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1776963575921210/ 
 
You can also e-mail us at konkaniyouth2019@gmail.com. We estimate that planning for the next convention will begin in 
January of 2019. 
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Dr. GOPAL KRISHNA BHAT – No More 

Gopal Krishna Bhatwas born December 31, 1925 
in Mangalore, Mysore State, India to U. Raghupathi 
Bhat and U. Sharada Bhat. He was the first born in 
the family of four boys and five girls. He completed 
elementary school in Uppinangady and moved to 
Mangalore to pursue intermediate and college 
education at St. Aloysius.  Bhat was enthralled with 
watching the goldsmiths in Mangalore build fires in 
coconut shells to work the precious metals. Hence, 
he pursued metallurgy at Banaras Hindu University. 
Upon finishing in the First Division in 1949, he 
worked in Bhandup, a suburb of Bombay. As this job 
did not meet his financial expectations, he decided to 
pursue advanced education abroad. 
Prior to his leaving India, his father felt he should 
not go without getting married. A suitable alliance 
was found which involved an exchange of daughters 
between the Bhat and Shenai family. Bhat’s sister 
Premlatha married Satya Ranjan Shenai, second son 
of K. Vasudev and Ramabai Shenai, who was an 
engineer with Air India in Bombay. Bhat married 

Ranjan’s sister Chandra Prabha in May 1950. 
 
June 1950, he moved to Bethlehem, PA to attend Lehigh University where he completed his Masters and PhD in 
Metallurgical Engineering. Meanwhile, his wife pursued her M. A. degree in English and worked in a bank in Bombay 
until he was able to secure his green card. In September 1956, Bhat obtained his green card which allowed his wife to 
come to USA.   Coming to America was a big change for Bhat as he was far away from the familiarity of the Indian 
people, culture and food. Fortunately, he was befriended by the couple who rented him a room with a kitchen. In an era 
where the US culture was characterized by ethnic and racial uniformity, Bhat did his best to assimilate himself into his new 
country. This meant amending his name to G. Kris Bhat, attending the Unitarian church, learning to dance, and expanding 
his diet to include nonvegetarian food. He spent a lot of time with his landlords, the Lagouroses, a woman of German 
descent married to a Greek man who worked in the cafeteria at Lehigh University. Every year he drove them, to their 
summer cottage in Peaks Island, Maine located in Casco Bay off Portland. Many Greek families from Eastern 
Pennsylvania would spend their summers in a climate that reminded them of their hometown in Greece.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Lagouros became the “American grandparents” to Bhat’s family and attended the birth of each of Bhat’s three daughters as 
well as spending several weeks each summer in Maine. In 1968, Bhat bought the summer home from Mrs. Lagouros and 
the home remained in the Bhat family over 40 years. 
Upon completion of his degree, Bhat found a job at Crucible Steel in Pittsburgh as an Associate Research Metallurgist. His 
skills in research and development were quickly recognized as a valuable asset. As he began to develop steels that would 
eventually be used in the Polaris A2 Missile, it was necessary for national security that Bhat obtain citizenship. He was 
sponsored by Dr. Anthony and Dr. J. K. Stanley of Crucible Steel. Congressman Francis E. Walter of the 15th District in 
PA introduced a bill to Congress to admit him as permanent resident of USA. In 1958, Bhat became head of the Missiles 
and Materials Group at Mellon Institute which specialized in the development of lightweight ultrahigh strength steel 
suitable for missiles rockets and armaments that gave greater range of fire from the submarine in the Polaris A2 missile. 
The work Bhat spearheaded resulted in technology not only in different types of specialty steels but also their applications 
and production. Bhat continued to be awarded government contracts with Mellon Institute to research special projects 
which resulted in the evolution of technological processes in steels, and metal alloys, welding and deep drawing and 
spinning techniques for steel fabrication. Bhat ultimately became the Director of Metallurgy and Materials at Mellon 
Institute. In this role, Bhat became both nationally and internationally recognized for his work and knowledge in metals 
and materials by Metallurgical Societies and Universities in Japan, Russia, Europe, South America, India and China. He 
authored 3 US patents on electroslag technology, published more than 25 articles on ultrahigh strength steels, superalloys, 
electroslag and plasma melting and was editor/coeditor of 8 Proceedings of International Symposia on Special Melting 
Technologies. In the 1980’s to mid-1990’s, Bhat worked as a self-employed consultant to many Pittsburgh based steel 
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industries and continued work the Department of Defense on plasma technologies and international technology transfer. In 
1995, Bhat suddenly lost his wife.  Since two of his daughters lived in Charlotte which had a more favorable climate, he 
decided to retire as a consultant and move to Mooresville, NC to live with his youngest daughter. 
 
In summary, Bhat lived the American Dream. He was declared by the American Konkani Association to be the first 
naturalized Konkani. He came to the US to get an education and discovered the opportunities available in the USA. His 
hard work in school and initiative to improve steel technology opened the doors for him to serve his country developing 
better steels and processing for missiles, aerospace and the general steel industry. As Bhat’s family heard about the 
wonderful experiences this country offered his family became excited to share similar opportunities. In 1960 he sponsored 
his brother Vasanth K Bhat who studied Materials Engineering. He graduated from University of Pittsburgh with a B.S. as 
well as a M.S. degree and obtained his PhD degree from NC State University in Raleigh NC. He also sponsored his 
youngest brother Surendra K Bhat who completed his B.S. degree in Mechanical Engineering at University of Pittsburgh 
and PhD in Engineering Sciences at NC State University. Finally he sponsored his sister and brother in law Premlatha 
Shenai and Satya Ranjan. 
 
Just as his father instilled the value of education in his family, Bhat and his wife encouraged advanced education in each of 
their three daughters. The eldest daughter, Sheela completed her medical degree and residency in Emergency Medicine at 
Medical College of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA. She has practiced in the Charlotte, NC vicinity for over 35 years. 
The second daughter, Nina earned her MS in Chemical Engineering from University of Pittsburgh and has worked as a 
Primary Patent Examiner at the US Patent and Trademark Office for nearly 30 years. The youngest daughter, Rita obtained 
her Doctorate of Dental Medicine from University of Pittsburgh. She has a thriving solo general dentistry practice in 
Mooresville, NC, a suburb north of Charlotte on Lake Norman. 
 
His travels abroad and renowned recognition allowed him to appreciate the cultures of Europe, Asia and South America. 
With this vast exposure, he developed a keen interest in food and cooking. Since his retirement, Bhat enjoyed less travel 
but a pursuit of knowledge and cooking through cookbooks, Wall Street Journal and other magazines. Bhat expired at his 
residence on May 27, 2018 at the age of 92. He is survived by his 3 daughters, 2 sisters and one brother in the US. 
 

Dr. MOHANDAS BHAT – No More 
Mohandas Bhat peacefully passed away at 11:38 pm on Friday, August 24, 2018 in Bethesda, MD. He is survived by his 
wife of over 51 years, Chitra, his three children ( two daughters and one son) and four grandchildren. He was 83 years old. 
 
 Dr. Bhat received his dental degree from Nair Hospital Dental College, Bombay in 1956. He received his orthodontic 
training at the University of Bombay. He also holds an MS in public health from the University of Pittsburgh and a PhD in 
dental public health from the University of Michigan. He was an eminent teacher who introduced Orthodontics in South 
India. He is one of the founding members of the Indian Orthodontic Society. 
 
 Dr. Bhat later served with Project Hope (an international organization similar to WHO) in Natal, Brazil from 1975 to 
1979, where he took the initiative to start the third such program in public health dentistry in Brazil. 
 
 In 1980, Dr. Bhat permanently migrated to the U.S. and joined the faculty of the Case Western Reserve University Dental 
School in Cleveland, OH, where he also obtained an MS in Computers in Medicine. In 1985, he joined the National 
Institute of Dental  Research in Bethesda, MD, where he worked from 1985 to 1995. In 1995, he accepted a position as a 
Senior Scientific Advisor in the International Health Program at the Department of Energy. He served in the Marshall 
Islands, Russian, Chernobyl and Spain programs. He retired at 73 years of age in 2008. 
 
 In April 2010, he was recognized by the Indian Association of Public Health Dentists at their annual meeting in New 
Delhi, for his pioneering contributions to ushering in the era of public health dentistry in India, by starting the first ever 
department of Preventative and Social Dentistry at Government Dental College Bangalore in 1968.  He also started the first 
ever MDS course in public health dentistry and trained the first two batches of students in this specialty in India. Later, the 
Government Dental College also commended him in Bangalore. Thus, Mohandas Bhat has been honored as a historical 
figure in Indian Orthodontics. 
 Mohandas Bhat will be also fondly remembered as a man of high energy whose passions included reading anything he 
could get his hands on, traveling the world, and trying out different cuisines. 
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Ulhas Kudva went for a jog and was fatally struck by a vehicle 
Ulhas Kudva went for a jog and was fatally struck by a vehicle near his residence on Friday, September 21, 2018 in 
Westford, MA and lost his life on the spot. He is survived by his wife Sheela, a 14-year-old son Tejas and an 8-year-old 
daughter Tanvi. 
Here is news link: https://whdh.com/news/jogger-struck-killed-by-car-in-westford/  
 
A Go Fund me page has been established for those interested in assisting family during this tragic time and help for their 
kids future. All donations from this campaign will be going directly to the Kudva family. 
https://www.gofundme.com/ulhas-kudva-family-support-fund  
 

Konkani Calendar 

October 2018 November 2018 December 2018 
8th Mahalaya Amavasye 6th Naraka Chathurdashi 6th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 
9th Navarathri - Beginning 7th Deepawali 13th Skanda Shashti 
13th Lalitha Panchami/Sharadha Pooja 10th HAAS Diwali 15th Dhanu Sankranthi 
14th OKA Navratri Dandiya Raas 16th Vrisk Sankranthi 18th Vaikuntha Yekadashi 
16th Durgashtami 18th Karthika Yekadashi 19th Mukkoti Dwadashi 
17th Ayudha Pooja 17th AMKA Deepavali 22nd Poornami 
17th Tula Sankranthi 19th Uthana Dwadashi 25th Angaraka Chathurthi 
19th Vijaya Dashami 21st Vaikuntha Chathurdashi  
20th KAOCA Diwali 22nd Karthika Poornami  
20th Yekadashi 25th Sankashta Chathurthi  
24th Poornami   
27th Sankashta Chathurthi   
27thKonkani Sabha Diwali   
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. MuralidharShenoy, Durham, NC and VedamoorthyRaghuchandraBhat of Waukesha, WI 
 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Ravi & Asha Baliga, San Francisco, CA 51.00 
Gopal & Pratibha Bhandarkar, Bayport, NY 200.00 
Sudhir & Ranjana Golikeri, Richmond, TX 51.00 
Shanthi G Pai, Oviedo, FL 50.00 
Pundalik & Padmini Pai, Las Vegas, NV 50.00 
Praveen & Prema Prabhu, Greensboro, NC 60.00 
Venkatesh & Shubha Kamath, Fairport, NY 51.00 
Shaila V. Nayak, Somerset, NJ 51.00 
Ramesh & Roopa Nayak, Davenport, FL 50.00 
Mohan & Vasumathi Pai, Fresh Meadows, NY 216.00 
Arkal Mohan & Vasanthi Shenoy, Del Mar, CA 66.00 
Ganesh & Sharada Pai, Lexington, SC 65.00 
  

Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XLI No. 1 4,505.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (35) and donations 1,286.00  
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Interest 4.00  
Sub Total: 1,290.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XLI No. 1):   
Printing- Khabbar(270) - 20 pages  392.28 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (243)  172.53 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (6)  6.90 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper& labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  368.29 
Sub Total:  1,000.00 
Final Balance: 4,795.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 

Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 
Ram and Sham travel a distance, from point A to point B, of 50 miles leaving at the same time. While going from point A to point B 
both of them drive at a speed of 55 miles per hour but Ram stops for 15 minutes. On their return journey from point B to A, both of 
them drive at 65 miles per hour but Sham stops also for 15 minutes. Assuming they are driving at a constant speed and there are no 
other stops, who reaches point A first? 
Answer: They both reach the destination at the same time.
The following gave the right answers: 
Jay Jayakumar, Austin, TX 

Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
Mukund Kamath, San Ramon, CA 

This Kwarter’sKwiz 
By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 

 
Put 21, 32, 40, 54, 76 and 98 in the blank squares above so that it is greater than the sum of 
two numbers below it or lesser than the difference between them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Namaskaru, 
 
NAKA is making progress but we are not there yet to announce the next Konkani Sammelan 2020. We are working very 
closely with the host city and the leaders in the community on the feasibility of this event. I am hoping that by the time the 
next issue of Khabbar is printed in December 2018, we will be able to share additional details with you. 
Now let me offer this other idea I have been thinking in my mind for quite some time but always hesitated to put it 
writing. The fundamental problem in conducting a Sammelan is the cost it incurs and the money that is raised from 
registration. For the past three Sammelans we have been short by an average of $325,000 for each Sammelan. The modus 
operandi has been to raise this negative amount by doing fund raising. The community has always stepped forward and 
helped bridge this gap. But the feedback in general has been the following. Same people come forward each time to fill 
this gap and hence it is not sustainable. So what can be done…. 
We have two options to avoid this sort of fund raising for future Sammelans -  
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1) Reduce the cost. This one is a MUST.   The NAKA board has to work with the host committee to make it happen.  
2) Raise the per person registration cost. We keep hearing this time and again. If the registration cost goes up then fewer 
people will show up and hence it will defeat the purpose. Also our negotiating power with the commercial entities will 
come down when there are fewer people attending. 
 
The NAKA Board proposes to setup a NAKA Corpus fund of 1 million dollars for the sole purpose of partly funding 
future Sammelans.  One of the math I am thinking of is as follows. We need to actively campaign for 200 families out of 
over 6000 families in NA to give $5000 each. This money will be held in the corpus account and it will be invested in 
S&P 500 index fund for perpetuity (Example: https://investor.vanguard.com/mutual-funds/profile/overview/vfiax). The 
NAKA bylaws will be changed to make sure ONLY 80% of the money earned in the corpus fund thru this investment can 
be used for partially funding future Sammelan. The long term returns are about 6% compounded. Every 4 years NAKA 
will guarantee 80% of the money earned over the 4 years to the Sammelan host committee which they do not have to 
return so that reduces the burden on the host committee to raise funds. That could mean more regions coming forward to 
host future Sammelan. The remaining 20% of the gain will stay in the corpus fund for further growth of the corpus fund. 
 
We have done a lot of research into how other regional organizations function. Yes their numbers are big so it is easier for 
them to do things of this nature. But the biggest difference I see is their enthusiasm to hold the Sammelan. It is a tradition 
that at the end of the Sammelan the next host committee is already known because they vie for an opportunity to host and 
organize the event. They also have a board which guarantees a fixed amount for the host committee which need not be 
returned back. Similarly, why not the Konkani Community take up a similar challenge goal and make it happen. If each 
one waits for someone else to act then it will not be long before this tradition dies. I would humbly request every 
community member to do a little soul searching one more time and see how you can help to make it happen. This is one 
last ditch effort I would like to propose so please do not let us down.  
 
Now to show that I am committed I have contributed $5,000 towards this corpus fund. The reason I am doing this is 
because I want to show the NA Konkani community that the Board is thinking and doing something to make this a reality. 
I humbly request each and every Konkani community member to donate generously to this cause with whatever amount 
you can give. You can spread out your donation amount in a couple of years if you do not want to do the lumpsum. When 
you donate please mark this as a donation to the “NAKA Corpus Fund”.  You will get a tax deductible receipt as soon as 
the funds are received. We promise to be transparent with the money received and the gains generated in the Corpus Fund. 
Please wish the board a success in this journey. If you have any questions or suggestions then send your feedback to 
info@mynaka.org. Also send your contributions to the corpus fund to making a check payable to:  
NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. 
 
Devu Baren Koro, 
Ramesh Kamath, President, NAKA 
The NAKA Team: 
Ramesh Kamath (IT infrastructure): president@mynaka.org  
Ajay Rao (NAKA Endowment): vp@mynaka.org  
Damodar Baliga (Treasurer): treasurer@mynaka.org  
Promod Mavinkurve (Membership): executive@mynaka.org  
Sudha Shenoy (Cultural): secretary@mynaka.org 
All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 
Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

5/30/18 Balance from last report 191,380.01  
8/31/18 Interest for the quarter 8.17  
8/31/18 Donations Received 110.00  
8/31/18 Youth Sammelan Expenses  2,015.75 
8/31/18 Bank Charges  129.94 
 Final Balance: 189,352.48  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 
 

Devu Baren koro     Ramesh Kamath President@mynaka.org http://www.mynaka.org 
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International Programme For Cultural Orientation of Konkani Youth 
Dear Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar, 
I am sending you herewith a New project envisaged by us at World Konkani Centre for your perusal. The project is 
thought of as desired by some American Konkani people (who are also members of NAKA) expressed with me whenever 
they visit World Konkani Centre or at the time of my 4-5 visits to USA to attend the NAKA conventions also. 
In this connection, I also like to write you about a PROGRAMME already existing among Jews. You might be aware of 
BBYO, a Jewish teen movement which is conducting meaningful programmes to involve Jewish teens in Jewish 
experiences. 
With the successful implementation of their programmes over the years, Jewish teens staying in the USA, Europe, Asia 
and other continents develop a unique bond with their original motherland and will come to know their origin, past 
history, migrations, their culture etc.  
And here I like to write to you that the story of Jews and Konkanis have many similarities which I am sure, you all know 
very well. 
Hence we have formulated a Programme for American Konkani teens, to provide an opportunity to find their roots, past 
history, the turmoils faced by our forefathers during the migrations, and how they had had faced all kind of odds and 
sufferings to come up in the society with their Integrity, prosperity, and recognition by the communities around. 
Please go through the enclosed brief note and write us your opinion so that World Konkani Centre and NAKA may come 
to an understanding (MOU) for implementation of this programme for the benefit of our future generations living in the 
USA and other places. 
I have every hope you all will surely appreciate the project and write us early. 
Devu Baren Koro, 
  Sd/-    
Basti Vaman Shenoy, President, Konkani Language & Cultural Foundation  
World Konkani Centre, Shaktinagar, Mangaluru 
Bvs_193@hotmail.com 
 
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR KONKANI TEENS OUTSIDE INDIA TO DISCOVER THEIR CULTURE  
 
PROGRAMME:  A Ten day immersive Konkani Cultural Heritage Experience Programme for Konkani Teens.  
 
OBJECTIVE: Travel to Mangaluru/Goa presents a unique opportunity for Konkani teens outside India to form a 
personal connection to our history and to experience the culture from a new perspective. We believe that a week long 
experience in India during the high school years can have a profound impact on the development of an enduring and 
fulfilling Konkani identity.  
 
ORGANISERS: World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru in association with North American Konkani Association (NAKA) 
and Konkani Charitable Fund, USA.  
 
WHEN?: Tentatively between 20th to 30th June 2019. (Or a convenient period as per the School Calendar in USA)  
FOR WHOM?: For Konkani youth currently studying in 10th to 12th Grades in USA.  
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS: 20 Konkani Youth from USA - 10 Konkani Youth from Mangaluru  
 
PROGRAMME INCLUSIONS:  

1. Accommodation - Air-conditioned deluxe accommodation by Twin Sharing Basis with modern amenities 
including laundry service. 

2. All Meals - An opportunity to savour Konkani cuisine at its heartland. Food preferences will be addressed to the 
satisfaction of the participants. 

3. Programming - Immersive experiences with local youth. Learning about Konkani Culture and ethos through 
interactive sessions. Learning Konkani History through visiting places of interest. Learning Konkani Language 
through interactive modules and immersive sessions.  

4. A group of intelligent, college going Konkani youth from Mangaluru region (male-female mix) will be selected as 
buddies for the programme. These youth will bring in a youthful exuberance to the group, and also share an 
immersive experience to the participants in understanding the present Konkani society.  
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5. Our program directors will be skilled professionals who bring years of local knowledge and cultural expertise to 
our trips. While we make every effort to give  

6. participants space and time to explore on their own, there is no leaving the group without approved supervision. 
Our staff are carefully selected, and they attend in-person training with a strong emphasis on participant well-
being.  

7. Travels: A two nights three days heritage trip to Goa. Daily trips to Konkani Towns such as Karkal, Mulki, 
Bantwal, Manjeshwar and Mangaluru. A trade history tour to Kundapur - Basrur - Gangolli.  

8. Transport: Private Air-conditioned Deluxe Coach for travelling throughout the programme. No Public Transport.   
9. Health and Safety: Basic medical care provided on case to case basis during the programme. This does not include 

emergency treatment for pre-existing medical conditions.  
WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED?: Air Travel to and fro Mangaluru Airport will not be included in the cost.  
 
SAMPLE ITINERARY:  
DAY #1| Welcome to Mangaluru  
* Arrive to Mangaluru International Airport  
* Check-in and orientation at our accommodations in Mangaluru  
* Overnight: World Konkani Centre Hostel, Mangaluru  
DAY #2| Mingling with community  
* Get to know the local Konakni youth. Mingle with them.  
* Group Activities to encourage bonding  
* Evening speaker: Konkani Identity and Ethos  
* Introduction to Konkani Language  
DAY #3 | Discover the Trade Route  
* Visit to Kundapur - Basrur - Gangolli Region to discover the Konkani Trade history. Discover how Konkanis arrived to 
the Canara Coast in 16th Century and setup trade centrers and community settlements.  
* Arranged lunch at a Konkani Home  
* Journey to Goa - Check-in at a Resort  
DAY #4 | Goa the Konkani Motherland  
* Ponda the temple town - Visit to a few important Kuladevatha Temples  
* Evening Speaker: Saga of Migration  
* Reflections and Interactions at the Resort  
DAY #5 | Panaji - The new Goa   
* Early morning beach fun  
* Visiting Old Goa  
* How Panaji was built? Mhamai Kamath House visit.  
* Evening Cruise at Mandovi  
DAY #6 | Canara Coast  
* Return journey to Mangaluru enroute brief stopovers at Partagali, Honavar and Bhatkal.  
DAY #7 | Mangaluru - Manjeshwar  
* A walk through Carstreet, the Konkani Town  
* Manjeshwar - The Temple of 18 towns  
* Reflections at Bekal Fort  
* Visit to a Close Relative's house in Mangaluru Region (Optional)  
DAY #8 | Mulki - Udupi - Karkal - Bantwal  
* Visiting 4 prominent Konkani towns of South Canara Region.  
* Evening Reflexions - Interactive sessions  
DAY #9 | A closing note  
* Farewell Seminar - presentations by Groups  
* Closing Dinner party - Bonfire  
DAY #10 | Departure  
* Morning Mumbai Flight to reach Mumbai Airport for Return Journey to New York  
HOW TO ENROL?  
A website will be setup for the programme, with complete details and online Enrolment process.   
ENROLLMENT FEE:  
A fee towards per head cost of complete programme will be estimated and will be charged to the Participants. 
 



  

 
President: 
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Mrs. Veena Kamath 
 
 
Directors: 
Dr. Gajanan Shanbhag 

Now in existence for over nine years, Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) continues to strive 
to expand its programs and offerings to the Konkanis with limited access to the means 
and resources, in India.  It is our mission to fund and assist orphanages, old age
India, provide educational scholarships  for needy and deserving Konkani brethren.  To 
fulfill this endeavor, we need continued support and backing by generous patrons like 
you.  We hope that you will be able to contribute to one or more of the m
causes and experience the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble 
causes for impoverished Konkanis in India. 
 
Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund:
 1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to benefit needy & impoverished Konkanis 
in India. 
2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are approved by Government 
of India as Charitable organization & approved to receive funds from foreign
3. KCF gives scholarships to needy Konkani students to pursue higher education, and 
helps old age homes for destitute to provide improved quality of life  during their 
twilight years. KCF also grants money to organizations helping Physically & 
challenged children.
4. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations to KCF qualify 
for tax deduction as per IRS rules.
5. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your 
choice with
6. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to charity .
Remember, Charity improves your sense of wellbeing and strengthens your spiritual life.
Would you like to make a difference? Visit our web sit
of approved charities In India.  We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested 
in donating to a specific charity and it does not appear in our list, please contact us and 
we will let you know the specific 
list & help you get necessary certificates.
 Many corporations offer matching gift programs.  Please inquire with your employer's 
human resources department to find out if your company has a matching gift
so as to double your donation. 
 You can help us by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every 
time you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 
cents to KCF.
The most important thing in life 
With your generous support KCF raised $ 255,000 last year.
Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon 
of hope. P.S. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE F
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call (631) 472-1418.
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Mr. Ravi Shenoy 
Dr. Vijaykumar Rao 
Mrs. Aruna Acharya 
Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
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Mr. Ashok Bhatt 
Dr. Ganesh Bhat 
Mr. Ananth Prabhu 
Prof. Vinayak Kudva 
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
43 Spray Court Bayport, NY 11705 

(631) 472-1418 
www.Konkanicf.org 

Email: contact@konkanicf.org 
Registered Charity under 501 (3)(c) 

EIN # 90-0482868 

APPEAL 
September 19, 2018 

Now in existence for over nine years, Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) continues to strive 
to expand its programs and offerings to the Konkanis with limited access to the means 
and resources, in India.  It is our mission to fund and assist orphanages, old age
India, provide educational scholarships  for needy and deserving Konkani brethren.  To 
fulfill this endeavor, we need continued support and backing by generous patrons like 
you.  We hope that you will be able to contribute to one or more of the m
causes and experience the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble 
causes for impoverished Konkanis in India.  

Some Great Reasons to Contribute to Konkani Charitable Fund:
1. KCF is dedicated to do humanitarian work to benefit needy & impoverished Konkanis 

2. KCF makes sure that the organizations receiving funds are approved by Government 
of India as Charitable organization & approved to receive funds from foreign
3. KCF gives scholarships to needy Konkani students to pursue higher education, and 
helps old age homes for destitute to provide improved quality of life  during their 
twilight years. KCF also grants money to organizations helping Physically & 
challenged children. 
4. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization and all donations to KCF qualify 
for tax deduction as per IRS rules. 
5. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your 
choice within the KCF’s approved list. 
6. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to charity .
Remember, Charity improves your sense of wellbeing and strengthens your spiritual life.
Would you like to make a difference? Visit our web site.konkanicf.org.  Glance at the list 
of approved charities In India.  We keep adding charities to the list. If you are interested 
in donating to a specific charity and it does not appear in our list, please contact us and 
we will let you know the specific requirements to get the charity on the KCF approved 
list & help you get necessary certificates. 
Many corporations offer matching gift programs.  Please inquire with your employer's 

human resources department to find out if your company has a matching gift
so as to double your donation.  
You can help us by shopping online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  Every 

time you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 
cents to KCF. 
The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave!
With your generous support KCF raised $ 255,000 last year. 
Contact KCF at  gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF family  and a beacon 
of hope. P.S. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE F
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call (631) 472-1418. 
                                                                                 Devu Baren Koro 

                                                                  KCF Board of Directors.
                                                                           Website  konkanicf.org
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Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any HoonKhabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 

 
F O R  S A L E 

2012Sammelan DVD set, which includes 9 DVD's, is on 
clearance sale. Send us $20, which includes shipping and 
handling, and you can have this memorable event DVD set for 
your collection. If interested, please send the check payable to 
NAKA and mail to: 
Gopal Bhandarkar M.D. 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 
 

 
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:B.S. Kamath, 
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, HariShanker Joshi 
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 
 

FREE DOWNLOAD 
Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com 
 
 
 

 

FREE 
(For North American patrons only)First come first served 
Novels in English & Kannada by renowned Konkani author. 
If interested, email: khabbar@gmail.com 
  

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homaservices offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.comEmail :rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 
A P P E A L 

A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization 
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and 
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative 
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of 
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of 
Income Tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate 
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the 
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to 
AnandashramSeva Trust ®, Puttur. The donors in USA can 
help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705, to build this Palliative Care Centre. 
Please, visit our website: www.oldagehome-india.org 
 

$100 Award for Highest SAT Score 
In memory of Jayawant Bantwal, the family is awarding 
$100.00 to any Konkani high school student with the highest 
SAT score in 2017, Contact: gita01@aol.com  
 

 
 


