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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.
There is no doubt in my mind thatKhabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
Some Konkanis are so modest that they will, never 
publicize their accomplishments. But, if and when 
Khabbar finds out their achievements, Khabbar 
approaches the accomplished Konkani to get his or her 
permission to publish their name in Khabbar. Most do 
accept the Khabbar invitation but, this family from TX 
went a step further to compliment Khabbar by sending 
this note: 
“Hello Vasanth, 

Thank you for the recognition in Khabbar. I hold this 
publication as a testament to the Konkani experience in 
America and you have single-handedly created a very 
special "Konkani Smithsonian Exhibit". If we were to 
place each issue of the Khabbar in a display case, that 
will be a unique exhibit! 
Cheers!” 
Editor’s Reply: With a compliment like this to 
Khabbar, I feel, all the efforts put by the Khabbar team 
is worth it! Thanks. 

******
 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 
Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2018.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2016.Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging 
on to eKhabbar.com.  If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quarterly Newsletter 
For Circulation to the Konkani Community in North America 

Volume XLI No. 1 
January, February, March - 2018 
Honorary Editor: Mr. VasanthBhat 

Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
www.ekhabbar.com 

Tel: (979)-299-3210 
Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

Annual Subscription: $15.00 
Make check payable to "Khabbar" & mail to P.O.Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2016.  In 
other words, families who have not 
paid since 2015 will not be receiving 
this issue. The numbers on the mailing 
label clearly indicate the year/s the 
dues for Khabbar has been received 
since 2017 and if there is any error let 
me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, whichwill be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
ThisKhabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-
0222, or email khabbar@gmail.com 
and rest be assured that I’ll 
“Khabbarize” them! 
 

The newly elected Board has taken 
reins of NAKA on Jan 1, 2017 under 
the able leadership of Ramesh M. 
Kamath. Please, extend your support 
to the new Board. Khabbarwill 
publish all the developments and 
progress made by NAKA on an on-
going basis.  
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world.Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
Correspondents in your area who send 
in the hoonKhabbars on a regular 
basis are doing an outstanding job. 
Remember, if it did not appear in 
Khabbar, then it did not happen in 
North America! You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@gmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only six people got the right answer!! 
Khabbar has still remained a 
champ.Let us see how you will do 
with this quarter’s quiz!!! 
 
The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani 
BhasAniSanskritiPratistanisgood. 
Thanks to BastiGanapathiShenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help 
KonkaniBhasAniSanskritiPratistan.

Please, call him at (702)-341-6706 or 
email: bastishenoy@gmail.com  if 
interested to extend your help for this 
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has 
become a center of attraction and I 
urge all North American Konkanis to 
visit the Kendra to see in what way 
they can benefit from this. 
 
Khabbarwill always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s a link to 
all the special appeals I have gotten so 
far: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
On the sad note, I must report the 
death of dear mother early this year. I 
will always cherish all the good 
memories of her. 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Happy Yugadi to you all. 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
    
   

 
Vasanth 

Honorary Editor 
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Letters to the Editor ...... 
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 
 
Dear Mr. Bhat, 
Apublic health message (“Eat Like a Horse for Breakfast, a puppy for lunch and a bird for dinner”) for the readers of 
Khabbar. 
http://myfox28columbus.com/good-day-columbus/new-study-eat-breakfast-every-day   
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/blog/resolve-to-have-breakfast-every-day-this-year   
https://www.healthline.com/health-news/why-you-should-eat-like-a-horse-at-breakfast  
Dr. Ragavendra Baliga 
rrbaliga@gmail.com 

********* 
Dear Vasanth, 
Many friends encouraged me to come up with a checklist for use when a person dies. It can also be used for preplanning. 
Our community is a relatively new immigrant group, so we don't have a lot to consult re. end of life as it applies to us.  
Indeed one never really tackles it until we have to. Having lost my husband a year ago, I have experienced the trauma first 
hand. Esp. hard for a widow. In Jan. 2017, it would have helped me a lot if I had the kind of info. in one place like I put 
together now. It can be adapted to individual situations.  
 
I did some research and came up with a 3 page article. I ran it by my son and DIL (both born in the Midwest in the 1970s) 
Their generation usually has a different take, so it was useful. I have also shared it with Mrs. Ravibala Shenoy (a 
prizewinning author) who lost her hubby, Dr. Gopal Shenoy recently. She also gave me some pointers. Our Raghuchandra 
Bhatmaam is mentioned and I cite his website with his permission. He did the last rites for Shrikar.  
 
The checklist is divided into steps to be dealt with right away, in the weeks following death and disposal of possessions of 
the deceased (clothes etc.) I stress that people should consult their own medical, legal and financial advisors. Perhaps this 
will be of use to many Konkanis. Please let me if this is acceptable. "Khabbar" seems like the most logical to put this 
information in.  
 
THANKS in advance 
Sincerely, 
Nimmu 
s_nbangalore@yahoo.com 

********* 
 To the members of the KONKANI associations in U.S. 
I am a linguist teaching at Bayburt University, Bayburt, Turkey. I am about to launch a global project titled "Multilingual 
Dictionary of Phonetics and Phonetics" also involving related terminology from KONKANI. In search of literature I 
encountered a most valuable source titled 
"T.S.K.K. linguistic glossary: English-Konkani and Konkani-English by Matthew Almeida,Pratāpa Nāyaka,Tômāsa 
Sṭīvansa Koṅkaṇī Kendra" (1994) which is not available in my part of the world. I will appreciate so much if you would 
intervene in securing a copy of this material for our project. I also need scholarly assistance in KONKANI for including 
relevant terminology in the project as in the sample attached. The glossary is rich in several subcontinent languages such 
as Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Tamil and others and my colleagues in Konkani could find it convenient to consult them. The 
editors/advisors will be named in the acknowledgements section and a modest incentive will be presented to them. I am 
sure you will consider this opportunity as a service to the studies and promotion of the KONKANI language which it 
deserves. 
Dr. Metin Yurtbasi,  
metinyurtbasi@yahoo.com 
 The ELT Department of Bayburt University, Bayburt, Turkey +90 539 984 86 67 

********* 
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HoonKhabbar 
Congratulations: 

McGraw-Hill Specialty Board 
Review on cardiology was published 
by Dr. RAGAVENDRA R. 
BALIGA of New Albany, OH. Dr. 
Baliga is Editor-in-Chief, Heart 
Failure Clinics of North America, 
Associate Editor, American College 
of Cardiology Cardiosource Review 
Journal, Vice-Chief & Assistant 
Director, Division of Cardiovascular 
Medicine, Professor of Internal 
Medicine, The Ohio State University 
and attending Cardiologist Richard 
M. Ross Heart Hospital, Columbus, 
OH. 
 
Pratham USA recently announced 
the appointment of Ms. ASHA 
DHUME of Sugar Land, TX as 
President of the Pratham Houston 
chapter for the years 2018 & 2019, 
effective January 1, 2018. 

 
Konkani Students: 

ARCHANA, d/o Vasanth & Maya 
Bhat of Sugar Land, TX became 
certified as a CPA by the Texas 
State Board of Public Accountancy 
in Sept 2017. She graduated with an 
integrated Masters in Professional 
Accounting from University of 
Texas, Austin in May 2016. She is 
currently working as a Financial 
Analyst at Phillips 66 in Houston, 
TX. 
 
CHARANI, d/o Gurudath & Aarti 
Kamath of Katy, TX, graduated with 
B.S.A. degree in Biology with High 
Honors from University of Texas at 
Austin. 
 

New Arrival: 
SHAY BASTI, a baby boy born on 
December 19th, 2017 in San Diego 
CA to Ashvin & Casie Schedel 
Shenoy of San Diego, CA. The 
proud paternal grandparents are 
Basti Ganapathi & Gayathri Shenoy 
of Las Vegas NV & the proud 
maternal grandparents are Chuck & 
Diana Schedel of Great Falls MT. 

 
GIYA ANIKA, a baby girl to 
Ankit& Anu Mathur of Liberty 
Township, OH on January 8, 2018. 
A sister to big sister, Esha. Proud 
maternal grandparents are Anil & 
Mridula Rao, Friendswood, TX and 
proud paternal grandparents are 
Bhagwan & Meera Mathur, Liberty 
Township, OH. 
 
MEERA KARAN, a baby girl born 
on January 17, 2018 to Karan & 
Kadabari Kumar of Quincy, MA. 
The proud paternal grandparents are 
Sheila Kumar & late Kumar Iyer of 
Mumbai. Special congrats to the 
proud great grandparents Vasudev & 
Sudha Kamath of Mumbai. 
 

Relocation: 
The NAYAKS, Satish & Suman, 
have relocated from Wexford, PA 
to 27332 Edenfield Dr., Wesley 
Chapel, FL 33544. The new 
telephone is (813)-388-2742. 
 

Obituary: 
RAVINDRA GOPAL PRABHU 
(63) (Palimar family), died March 
14 2017 at Mahim, Mumbai, 
because of complications due to 
liver failure. Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to his wife, 
Sujata, his daughter Priya 
(Toronto, CAN), son Pratik 
(Melbourne, Australia) and 
fraternal cousin, Dr. Vasudev 
Prabhu & family of Mission Viejo, 
CA. 
 
MADHUSUDAN DAYANAND 
PRABHU (Palimar family) of 
Borivali, Mumbai, died December 
8, 2017 peacefully in Borivali, 
Mumbai due to Melanoma. He was 
64. Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to his wife, Pooja, his 
daughter, Nishika of Maryland, 
son, Ameya (studying MS in NC 
State University) and brother Dr. 
Vasudev Prabhu & family of 
Mission Viejo, CA 

 
Mr. SHANTARAM A. 
KAMATH (81) passed away in 
Pune on January 11th 2018 after a 
brief illness. 
He was an Ex-Executive Director 
of Union Bank of India and Ex-
Managing Director of Bank of 
Maharashtra. Khabbar sends 
heartfelt condolences to his wife, 
Mrs. Vinodini S. Kamath, of Pune 
and sons, Mr. Sudhir Kamath & 
family of Salt Lake City, Utah and 
Dr. Sameer Kamath & family of 
Durham, North Carolina and 
nephew Dr. Narasinha Kamath & 
family of Flushing, NY. 
 
SANJIVI BHAT (94)of 
Mangalore passed away on 
January 11, 2018 in Mangalore. 
Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to her son, Vasanth 
Bhat & family of Lake Jackson, 
TX and daughter, Vidya Nayak & 
family of Flanders, NJ. 
 
SURENDRA SHENOY (75)of 
Kinnigoli, D. K., Karnataka passed 
peacefully on January 26, 2018 in 
Kinnigoli. Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to his brother, Ravi 
Shenoy and family of Montville, 
NJ and brother Ramnath Shenoy 
and family of Marlboro, NJ. 
 
Smt. KOCHIKAR RADHA G. 
PAI (79) of Mangalore passed 
away peacefully on Monday 5th of 
March 2018 in Mangalore. She is 
survived by 6 children, 
grandchildren and great children. 
Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to her daughter, 
Nanda Pai Baliga & family of East 
Brunswick, NJ, brother-in-law 
Nityanand Pai & family of 
Rochester, MN, Sister- in- law, 
Shanthi Pai & family of Oviedo, 
FL. 
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KONKANI HAPPENINGS 

HAAS (Houston Area Amchigale Samaj): 
Hello everyone, 
Thank you to all who attended the HAAS Sri Satyanarayana Puja on Saturday, February 3rd at the First Colony 
Conference Center.   
 
Upon arrival, everyone was greeted by the stunning décor of the majestic elephants and the diyas by Lord Satynarayana’s 
side and the lights in the background appropriately conveying the divinity of the auspicious occasion.  
 
A delicious breakfast of Upma, Chewda, Tea, and Coffee was served before starting the Puja.   
 
Dr. Ramakrishna Prabhu graciously conducted the puja at the event this year and as always did a wonderful job 
explaining the meaning behind each mantra and providing a deeper understanding of the importance and history of this 
auspicious puja.  
 
As is now a tradition, our high school seniors participated in performing the puja and seeking the blessings of Lord 
Satyanarayana. At the end of the puja, each of the seniors, Samhitha Bhat, Divya Sashital, Rohit Kamath, and Nikhil 
Baliga introduced themselves. It was amazing to hear about their numerous accomplishments at this very young age and 
we are very proud to have them represent our community as they head out to college this summer and begin the next 
phase of their life. Asha and Sudhir Kamath also participated in the puja.  
 
Puja and Aarti were followed by lunch consisting of Rice, Rasam, Beans and Black-eyed Peas Upkari, Cabbage Batata 
Upkari, Kurma, Chapatti, and Mysore Paak. Both, breakfast and lunch, were catered by Udupi Mutt. 
 
HAAS events are successful only through the help of our volunteers who assist in many ways and we would be remiss if 
we did not thank them for all their help and support. 
Firstly, a big thank you to Pramod Rao for his countless hours and support with the beautiful décor without which the 
event would not have been complete.  
 
Also thank you to Vasumathi Mayi for the delicious Chewda, Seema Bhat for making the Sapath Prasadam, and Jyoti 
Nayak for the awesome Phanna Taak. As always Ravi and Shanthi Pai were prepared to help with all aspects of the 
event, right from assisting with set up, helping with food pickup and utensil drop off, serving lunch, as well as post event 
cleanup.  
 
And as always, thank you to Dr. Ramakrishna Prabhu and Dr. Maya Prabhu for conducting the puja ceremony.  
 
Please be on the lookout for our email in the next few days with information about our upcoming event on April 28th. 
 
Lastly, we request that everyone RSVP in a timely fashion and make prompt payments for an event.  This will enable us 
to plan accordingly, especially food and beverages. 
 
Thanks  

HAAS Management Committee 
www.ourhaas.com 

 
KASC (Konkani Association of Southern California) Diwali - 2017: 
This year KASC’s Diwali celebration was indeed a special one, as we were also celebrating glorious 25 years(Silver Jubilee). 
The event was held at senior center in Irvine, on Saturday 4thNovember 2017. The spirits of festival were very high with lot of 
members attending it. We saw a few old faces and also many new families, especially from San Diego. 
 
As usual we began with social hour were families got a chance to catch up over tea/coffee and snacks. This year committee 
thought of having a Konkani cuisine, instead of Restaurant food. And so for snacks we had Phova chatni, Vada-chutney and 
Jalebis. We then proceeded with our tradition of Aarti to Lord Ganesh by all the attendees. We started our cultural event with a 
bhajan by Maya Kamath-Namandi. Then we had individual and group dances by kids of KASC followed by ladies group 
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dance on combination of Indian and western cultures. We also had instrument performances by Om Shanbag on Piano and 
Archini Nayak on saxophone. A Diwali speech was narrated by Veda Baliga. 
 
This year we organized a Konkani Vidwan competition to encourage kids of KASC about Konkani language. We were very 
happy to receive entries from 13 kids. It was amazing to see how well these kids performed. At the end it was a battle between 
Shreya Pai, Archini Nayak and Daksh Prabhu. Archini Nayak emerged as the winner of Konkani Vidwan and got to take 
home the specially designed Trophy, along with $100 gift card. Daksh Prabhu got a gift hamper for runner up prize. 
 
This year we had Mithai, Diya decoration and Drawing competitions. The following were announced as the winners, Mithai 
competition: Mohini Kamath was the winner, she made Mithai Undo. Shrinivas Pai was runner up, he made Kashi halwa. 
Drawing competition: Om Shanbhag was the winner, Varsha Baliga got the 2nd place and Aadhya Shenoy got the 3rdplace. 
Aadhya Shenoy also won the Diya decoration competition. Prizes for Kids Drawing and Diya decoration competitions were 
sponsored by Jyoti Pradhan of Celebrate in a Snap. Committee also announced few Raffles and few lucky members won 
themselves some movie tickets, gourmet nuts, dip set etc. 
 
The grand finale was a Konkani drama “Matsyagandha Express Returns”. This hilarious skit was inspired after the hit 
performance of “Matsygandha Express” by the same team at Konkani Sammelan 2016 in Atlanta. The concept and the Director 
of drama is Vishwanth Bhat. As the drama came to an end we all proceeded towards dinner. It was delicious spread of Avre 
ghashi, Batata song, Val val, Moong daal Koshimbiri, Rice, Daalitoy, Pappad, vodi and Masala Taak. This Konkani food was 
like icing on cake. All the families had a gala time and it was time to call it a day. We appreciate the help of all the members 
who stayed back and helped clean up. 
 
The event was a success and for that we cannot thank enough the committee members who took time from their busy schedules 
and made it possible. We would also like to thank the food committee (Nandini Rao, Shruti Shenoy, Gayatri Pai, Sangeeta 
Prabhu, Deepa Pai and Jayu Bhat) for delicious spread. Also thanks to our President Rajesh and Deepa Prabhu for letting 
us use their Kitchen for preparing the food. Thanks to Vani Baliga for making the Masala Taak. A special thanks to 
Vishwanath Bhat for organizing Konkani Vidwan and giving KASC kids a platform for learning the language. 
 
We will be looking forward to see you all at our next event which is Shivratri Bhajan. It is not possible to mention all the 
participants, so please check our website for photos and videos of the event at http://kasc.org/. Once again thanks to all the 
members for your love and support to the KASC community. Dev Barein Karon! 

Jayu Bhat 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

KASC (Konkani Association of Southern California) Shivratri - 2018: 
KASC celebrated its annual event “Shivratri” on February 24th, 2018 Saturday in Torrance from 4:00 PM – 8:30 PM. Thanks to 
KASC ex-president Mr. and Mrs. Srinivas and Gayatri Pai as the location was their residence club house. 
 
The committee members arrived early and setup the Shiva idol and flowers and simple decoration.  A snack table was also set 
accordingly. As attendees started coming they socialized with other KASC members.  There were almost 40 adults, youths, and 
kids. The Shivratri bhajan started at 5:30 PM. KASC President, Rajesh Prabhu and Deepa Pai, welcomed all the members 
assembled in the hall. We all prayed together for well-being of all the KASC members and for good rains for California. And 
Lord Shiva must have listened to our prayers. It rained good for next few days in California. More is needed but it was prayers 
answered. For next two hours various attendees took turns and sang Lord Shiva hymns and bhajans. I was heartened to hear the 
young generation leading the way. Kids from 5 years to 14 years all sang the Shiva bhajans. This Included, Veda Baliga, Atul 
Prabhu, Daksh Prabhu, Archini Nayak and Chinmayi Nayak. Then it was the turn of adults. Mr. Shyam Amladi sang his 
Lord Shiva composition. Mr. Sridhar Rao, Mrs. Nandini Rao, Mrs. Deepa Prabhu, Mrs. Shashikala Nayak, Ms. Pallavi 
all took turns to sing beautiful bhajans. The final aartiwas conducted by all members assembled. The night culminated with pot-
luck dinner prepared by each family and cleanup of the hall. 

Submitted by: Rajesh Prabhu 
 

Ontario Konkani Association (OKA): 
Ontario Konkani Association (OKA) held “The Paint It Red” event on Saturday February 24th, 2018 at Sagan Banquet Hall in 
Mississauga, Ont. to bring the families together and celebrate the love and affection for each other. Lots of Bollywood numbers 
were played so that the group can together enjoy and have fun! Sort of like a new year as well as Family fun day! Members sat, 
chatted and enjoyed the great music while others enjoyed the music on the dance floor! Naturally, there was fantastic food menu 
that will appealed to everyone’s taste buds. 
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KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

 
Late Ullal Srinivas Mallya Maker of Modern Mangaluru 52nd death anniversary was held at World Konkani Centre on 
19th Dec 2017. Dr. Vinay Hegde Chancellor Nitte University was the Chief Guest. Mrs. Kavita Sanil Mayor of 
Mangaluru distributed prizes to the winners of Essay competitions held for 120 college students of Dakshina Kannada and 
Udupi Districts. 
 
The 32nd All India Konkani Parishad Adhivation was held at Mumbai Shivaji Park Bhavan on 6th and 7th Jan 2018. 
Konkani Bhasha Mandal, Maharashtra organized the Adhivation. Mr. Payyanuru Ramesh Pai presided over the two 
days deliberations. Mrs. Grace Pinto, Mumbai, Founder Rayn International Educational Institutions was the Chief Guest. 
Mr.K.Gokuladas Prabhu President All India Konkani Parishad Goa, Mr. Albert D’ Souza, Managing Director, 
Printania Offset, Mumbai. Hon’ble Chairman Reception Committee, Sri John D’ Silva President Konkani Bhasha 
Mandal, Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy Founder and President World Konkani Centre, Dr. C.N. Shenoy, Mumbai were 
present. There were discussion on several matters related to the Konkani Language and people, Kavitha Gosti, Konkani 
Dramas etc. etc. Konkani organizations from Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Mumbai Malvan and Ratnagiri were represented 
by delegates in good numbers. 
 
Konkani Drama “Ghar Gharchi Kani “The story written by Mr. Gokuldas Prabhu, (eminent writer and novelist).  Mrs. 
Shakuntala R.Kini (Rtd. Akashavani Mangalore (AIR)) Asst. Director) had written the script for the Drama. Mrs. 
Kudkunje Kasturi Pai directed the Konkani Drama and World Konkani Centre organized the shows at T.V.Raman Pai 
Convention Hall on 27th Jan 2018 A large gathering enjoyed the drama, World Konkani Centre has plans to organize 
shows in 10 places in Karnataka State in the near future.  
 
Sri Venkatramana Swamy College Bantwal Golden Jubilee Celebrations commenced from 12th Jan 2018. Prof. 
Bhyrappa Vice Chancellor of Mangalore University inaugurated the week long Golden Jubilee celebrations. Celebrated 
Kannada Novelist B. Gopalakrishna Pai (writer Swapna Saraswat) was the Chief Guest.  
 
Konkani Kavita Fest: The annual Konkani Poetry Festival organized by Kavita Trust was held on 14 Jan 2018 at Jeppu 
Mangaluru. Prizes to the winners of Konkani Poetry competitions held at colleges and High Schools at Goa, Mumbai, 
Coastal Karnataka and Kerala. Renowned Kannada writer K.T.Gatti was the chief Guest and Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy 
Founder President World Konkani Centre honoured and felicitated well-known Senior Konkani Poet Mr. Valley Quadres 
on the occasion. The Founder of Kavita Trust Mr. Melvyn Rodrigues welcomed the Guests. 
 
Documentation of “THE KONKANI PEOPLE OF KARNATAKA; A STUDY OF THEIR ORIGIN, MIGRATION AND 
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS” a joint venture of Konkani Chair Mangaluru University and World Konkani Centre has 
selected two eminent research fellows. Dr. Geetha Shenoy, Bengaluru and Mr. Jaison Jeevan Sequiera for study and 
documenting the Migrations of Konkani people from the Banks of Saraswathi to Punjab, Gujarat, Rajasthan to Goa, 
Coastal Karnataka to Kochin in Kerala. The four years study project is estimated at Rs. 25.00 lakhs and the project in 
initiated by World Konkani Centre.  
 
Konkani Triveni Kala Sangam, Mumbai: KTKS is known for staging Konkani dramas since fifty years in Maharashtra, 
Bengaluru, Mangaluru and Karnataka States. On 27th Jan 2018 KTKS arranged a public function at Swamy Narayan 
Mandir Hall at Dadar Mumbai to felicitate H.H.Sri Vidhyadhiraja Wader Swamiji of Sri Gokarna Parthagali Jeevotham 
Mutt on Golden Jubilees of Sanyas Diksha. The Shishya Swamiji H.H.Shrimad Vidyadeesha TheerthSwamiji was also 
present on this auspicious occasion.  About 25 Saraswath achievers and leaders of Industry, Banking, Business, Education 
and Social organizations  Dr. Anil Kakodkar, (Padma Vibhushan, Renowned Scientist), Dr. M. Jagannath Shenoi 
(Managing Partner, Mangalore Ganesh Beedi Works, Mysore) Mr. Harish Bhat (Chairman of Tata Coffee Ltd), Mr. 
Ullas Kamath (Joint Managing Director & CFO of Jyothi Laboratories Ltd, Bengaluru ), Mr. P. Prakash Pai(CMD of 
Puzzolana Group, Hyderabad), Mr. Nagesh D. Sonde (Doyen of Konkani Language),Mr. Raghunanada S. Kamath 
(Founder of Kamaths Ourtimes Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd, Mumabi), Mr. Hanumanth Pai (Managing Director, Srikrishna 
Milks Pvt. Ltd), Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy (Founder President, Konkani Language & Cultural Foundation, World 
Konkani Centre, Mangaluru), Dr. Ajit Narayan Gunjikar (President All India Sarswath Cultural Organisation (AISCO), 
Mrs. Suman Kalyanpur (top playback singer), Mr. D.M. Sukthankar (IAS (Retd), Mr. Kundapur Srinivas Prabhu, 
Mr. Pradeep G. Pai (Founder and Managing Director of Hangyo Ice creams Pvt. Ltd, Mangaluru) and  Ullas D. Kamath 
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(President Konkani Triveni Kala Sangam, Mumbai),Dr. C.N.Shenoy (Vice President, KTKS) Mr. Mukund Y.Kamat 
(Gen. Secretary KTKS), were present.  
 
Kodial Teru, Car Festival of Sri Venkatramana Temple Mangaluru, was held from 20th to 25th Jan with pomp and gaiety. 
H.H. Sri Samyamindra Thirtha Swamiji of Sri Kashi Mutt Samsthan was present and blessed the Samaj. 
 
Vishwa Konkani Sangeet Natak Academy: World Konkani Centre has promoted Konkani Drama activities in 
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka and Kerala States. And at the first meeting held at World Konkani centre on 3-2-2018 it was 
decided to arrange Konkani Drama Training camps for students and youths, seminars and workshops for drama script, 
writers, artistes, Directors etc. to promote Konkani Drama programmes in all these to states and at International levels.A 
committee was formed with eminent stage Directors, drama writers, artistes etc. Renowned Drama Director Dr. C. N. 
Shenoy of Mumbai was nominated as Chairman of Vishwa Konkani Sangeet Natak Akademi and following members 
were nominated as the Regional Coordinators. Dr. Panduranga Phaldesai and Mr. Vijayakant Namshikar from Goa, 
Mr. Krishnananda M Pai, Mr. L. Krishna Bhat and Mr. S. Ashok from Kerala,       Konkani Teaching in Schools 
Coordinator Dr. Kasturi Mohan Pai, Mr. Ullal Raghavendra Kini from Mangaluru were included in the proposed 
Vishwa Konkani Akademy as members.  
Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy : The Sahitya Akademy has organized yearlong 25 Konkani literary and cultural 
programmes as part of Silver Jubilee year of getting recognition to Konkani Language in the VIII th schedule of 
constitution of India by which Konkani Language got National language status like Hindi, Guajarati, Marathi, Kannada, 
Tamil etc.etc. (23 languages).The 25th programme was held at Dandeli (Uttara Kannada Dist, Karnataka state) Hon’ble 
Minister of Karnataka State Government Mr. R.V. Deshpande, Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy  honoured three eminent 
Konkani artistes during the occasion.  
 
Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd. Mangaluru: A colourful programme to celebrate crossing of Rs. 100 crores business and to 
release new items was arranged at Hotel Ocean Pearl. Mr. Pradeep G. Pai Managing Director, Mrs. Deepa P. Pai, 
DirectorDinesh Pai and introduced the new Items.  
 
Bantwal Teru: The Car festival of Sri Tirumala Venkatramana Swamy Temple was celebrated from 18th Feb to 23rd Feb 
2018. Thousands of people from all parts of Dakshina Kannada Districts enjoyed the Mrigabete and Ratharohana of the 
Temple.  
 
PRERNA (A Vision TVM Initiative): President of World Konkani Centre Basti Vaman Shenoy along with chairman of 
Manipal Global Education Mr. T V Mohandas Pai,Mr. Pradeep G. Pai, Mr. Sundeep Shenoy inaugurated a day long 
mega event ‘Prerna – A confluence of ideas and motivation’ on 24-02-2018 at TV Raman Pai Convention Hall. The event 
was organised by VAA, the alumni of association formed by the recipients of Vishwa Konkani scholarships instituted by 
the World Konkani Centre, and is one of the initiatives envisaged leader Vision TVM. Mumbai Jyothy Laboratory MD 
Mr. Ullas Kamath, Omnesys Technologies Pvt Ltd MD Mr. Shrikanth Pandith, Chartered accountant and Entrepreneur 
Mr. Nandagopal Shenoy, Bharath Forge Limited Group CFO Mr. Kishore Saletore, Zerodha Co-founderMr. Nikhil 
Kamath, Avenue Super marts MD and CEO Mr. Neville Noronha and Life skills trainer and motivational speaker Dr. 
Chandrika Kamath were present. 
 
NKGSB BANK CENTENARY SKILL DEVELOPMENT CENTRE INAUGURATED AT WORLD KONKANI 
CENTRE Shri Kishore Kulkarni, Chairman of NKGSB Bank inaugurated NKGSB Bank Centenary Skill Development 
Centre at World Konkani Centre, on Saturday, 24th February 2018 at 12.00 noon and donated Rs. 11.00 lakhs as part of 
Centenary year of the Bank.  Guest of honour Mr.Rajan Bhat, Director, NKGSB Bank, Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, 
President and Founder of World Konkani Centre, Sri P.G.Kamath Dy. Managing Director, Sri B.R.Bhat, Treasurer 
World Konkani Centre, Sri Pradeep G. Pai, Secretary Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund, Sri Giridhar 
Kamath, Co ordinator KSHAMATA, Sri M.N.Pai, Sri B.Prabhakar Prabhu Secretary were present on the occasion. 
The Skill Development Centre sponsored by NKGSB Bank under its Centenary Celebration is in support of initiatives by 
World Konkani Centre in the past several years. World Konkani Centre under its KSHAMATA academy has been 
imparting skill development programmes of various levels to thousands of students from professional and conventional 
disciplines. It has imparted more than 20,000 man-days of trainings in the past 7 years.   
 
Hindi Cinema actress Sree Devi (CHANDNI) died on 24th Feb 2018 at Dubai. She was a famous Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, 
Malayalam cine actor, she died at Hotel room in Dubai. Lakhs of her admires had gathered for funeral in Mumbai held on 
28th Feb 2018. 
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ASHA DHUME as President of the Pratham Houston Chapter 
Pratham USA recently announced the appointment of Asha Dhume as President 
of the Pratham Houston chapter for the years 2018 & 2019, effective January 1, 
2018.  
Asha has been involved with Pratham Houston for the past 7 years, and has 
served as the Vice President for the chapter for the past two years. She has played 
an integral role in the chapter’s growth. On her appointment, Asha said, 
“Education is the biggest game changer in transforming an underdeveloped 
country into a developed one. By giving underprivileged children access to 
education, Pratham provides a foundation not only for their individual success, 
but also for the family they are or become a part of and takes them out of the 
inevitable cycle of poverty, unemployment & exploitation. I am deeply honored 
to be elected by the Pratham Houston board as the President for 2018 & 2019. 
My goal is to raise awareness & funds, so we can succeed in our mission of 
'Every child in school and learning well' and make the world a better place.” 
Asha is serious about humanitarian issues and is involved with several 
organizations. She currently also serves on the board of The Lighthouse of 
Houston, a nonprofit education and service center dedicated to assisting the 
visually impaired. She is the past president of Club 24 Plus, an organization 

whose mission is to build bridges between the Indo-American and mainstream Houston communities with the underlying 
principle of promoting philanthropy. She also was the vice president of HAAS (Houston Area Amchigele Association) for 
the years 2012 & 2013. 
Asha holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration from Rivier University, New Hampshire and a Master's of 
Commerce degree from Mumbai University. Asha is married to Pankaj Dhume, past Pratham board member and past 
president of Indo American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston. They have two children, Mahima, who is a first-
year student of medicine at the University of North Texas & Gaurav, who recently graduated from Texas A&M with a 
degree in Business & Finance and who will be joining Citigroup in the summer. 
 
Established in 1995 to provide education to children in slums in India, Pratham (which means “first” in Sanskrit) is now 
one of the largest and most successful non-governmental education organizations in India. Rather than build schools, 
Pratham develops low-cost solutions to address gaps in the education system and works in collaboration with India’s 
governments, communities, educators and industry to improve learning outcomes and influence education policy.  
 
Pratham focuses on four key areas:  

1. LITERACY AND LEARNING INTERVENTIONS: engages children ages 3-14 in order to improve their basic 
reading, writing and math skills.  

2. VOCATIONAL TRAINING promotes economic self-sufficiency for young adults through training and job 
placement.  

3. GIRLS’ EDUCATION PROGRAM assists female dropouts over the age of 14 in completing their secondary 
school education and earning their 10th Standard diploma.  

4. RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY EFFORTS measure and provide reliable data on children’s learning.  
Since its inception, Pratham has transformed the lives of more than 50 million underserved children and youth across 
India. In addition, Pratham has also equipped 75,000 youth with relevant job skills and supported 1000 
entrepreneurs in building their own micro-enterprises. Pratham reaches millions of children and youth in India each year 
through operations in 24 cities, 20 states and three union territories. In addition, the ASER (Annual Status of Education 
Report) survey has inspired a network of citizen-led assessments of children’s learning in 14 countries on three continents.  
Pratham has achieved the unparalleled feat of providing education for only $25 per child. Good governance and fiscal 
responsibility is at the heart of Pratham’s business model. Over 92% of funds raised go directly to support our 
programs in India. In addition, Pratham USA has received a four-star rating (the highest possible) from Charity 
Navigator for seven consecutive years, placing us in the top 3% of American charities. 
Pratham was recognized as one of the 'Top 10 charities' in Houston for 2017 by Houston chronicle for its 
transparency, accountability & efficient execution of its programs. 
To learn more about Pratham please visit us at www.prathamusa.org. 



 

Khabbar XLI  No. 1  Page: 11 Internal 

SHANTHI JAYAKUMAR gets honored 
The Asian American Resource Center (AARC) and South Asian Austin Mom's is curating an exhibit from the Smithsonian. The 
exhibit opened on January 29 2018 and will be at the AARC until April 8 2018. According to Austin Parks and Recreation 
Museums and Cultural programs, the exhibit "explores the heritage, daily experience and numerous, diverse contributions that 
Indian immigrants and Indian Americans have made in shaping the United states". Here is a link to see the exhibit online  
(http://smithsonianapa.org/ beyondbollywood/). 
 
Additionally, the South Asian Austin Mom's group has an exhibit showcasing local Asian Americans who have contributed in 
unique ways to the Central Texas region. SHANTHI JAYAKUMAR of Austin, TX was honored as the First South Asian 
woman to serve on a Central Texas City Council. The glass showcase of her picture and the plaque and desk nameplate from the 
City of Rollingwood. This special recognition is a direct result of the citizens of Rollingwood electing her to the City Council in 
2008 and again in 2010.  
 
You can visit the AARC to view the Smithsonian exhibit. The AARC is located at 8401 Cameron Road, Austin Texas 78754 ( 
austintexas.gov/aarc and 512-974-1700). 
 

Families in Food: Southern Comfort 
In business for 78 years, Madras Cafe was established in 1940 by Gopal Kamath, Devavrat's grandfather, in partnership 
with a Tamil friend.  

 
Written by Pooja Pillai |   Published: February 18, 2018 12:00 am (The Indian Express) 
http://indianexpress.com/article/express-sunday-eye/families-in-food-southern-comfort-
5067905/ 
 
The adjective “lazy” can never be applied to a Sunday morning at Matunga’s Cafe Madras in Mumbai. Uniformed waiters 
dash across the marble floor, up and down the small wooden staircase, carrying trays loaded with idlis, vadas and dosas 
to hungry customers seated at the formica-topped tables. Outside, a long line of people awaits their turn to be seated 
inside the small eatery. At the cash counter, one of the Kamath brothers — Jaiprakash or Devavrat — or their father, 
Jagdish, will be seated, tallying all the bills or taking orders for parcels to go. 
 
For many years, in fact, Cafe Madras has been this busy — not for nothing is it a fixture on nearly every list of the city’s 
must-visit eateries. “Many of our customers have been coming to us for a long time. For them, it’s as much about the 
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memory as it is about the food,” says Devavrat, as he pours his filter coffee from the tumbler into its accompanying 
davara. “But every day, we have a few new customers who have just heard or read about us. We’re proud that we can 
still win over new customers.” 
 
In business for 78 years, Madras Cafe was established in 1940 by Gopal Kamath, Devavrat’s grandfather, in partnership 
with a Tamil friend. At the time, the Kamath family already had a restaurant called Gopal Krishna which was set up in 
1936, in Malad. “My grandfather had moved to the city in search of work when he was very young. He first began 
working as a cook, since our community (Goud Saraswat Brahmins from Udipi) is well known for its cooking skills,” says 
Devavrat. Gopal was a self-made man and when his partner at Cafe Madras offered to sell him the whole business within 
a few years of opening, Gopal was more than prepared to meet the challenge of running two restaurants. At the time, 
Matunga was populated mostly by south Indians who had moved to Mumbai to fill clerical positions that had opened up 
in a rapidly expanding city. Much like the khanawals of Byculla-Parel that catered to those who laboured in Mumbai’s 
mills, there were a number of “lunch homes” and hotels in the Dadar-Matunga-Sion stretch which provided sustenance 
and comfort to the South Indian migrants, many of them young bachelors. 
 
Decades passed, many of the old establishments and boarding houses wound up, and the demographics changed. While 
most of Cafe Madras’s earliest customers were South Indian, many are now local Gujaratis. For the eatery, a key 
challenge is to remain true to its roots, while keeping pace with the demands of time. Fried snacks like banana fritters 
are off the menu and new items like the nutritious ragi dosa have been included. Indulgent items like the idli butter podi 
— invented a decade ago by slathering hot idlis with fresh white butter and molga podi — remain popular, but the 
biggest draws continue to be dishes like rasam vada, sambar vada and filter coffee (brewed from their in-house blend 
made in Vakola). 
 
For some time now, the Kamaths have been considering an expansion to other parts of the city. Right now, they sell 
preservative-free packaged snacks, coffee powder, papads, pickles and the much loved molga podi; and, nine months 
ago, they opened a grocery store called Cornucopia next door to the cafe, which stocks gourmet and artisanal products. 
They don’t want to rush into anything, though, says Devavrat. “We have to be very careful about how we take the 
business forward. We don’t want to dilute the quality that we are known for.” 

THE CIRCLE OF LIFE 
by Nirmala S. Bangalore (with input from family) 

 
Every human being has his or her own unique journey of life. We are born, live our lives and then, inevitably, make that 
last “return trip” out of the physical world. It is simply the circle of life. The end of life is hard to deal with, but it happens 
to everybody sooner or later. It is advisable to be prepared as best one can. 
 
The loss of a loved one becomes overwhelming. Not only do the survivors should deal with grief, but need to attend to 
many tasks. I lost my dear husband, Shrikar, a year ago. Even though not prepared, I managed to cope with the aid of my 
family. My spouse died in a hospital in Wisconsin. What follows is not a “one size fits all” undertaking; rather, it is a 
modest effort to lessen the stress of losing a family member. It may also help in pre- planning. This is a snapshot in time 
framed by my own personal experience. Rules vary from one state to another and change often. In no way is this meant to 
be medical, legal or financial advice. Please consult professionals in each area to tailor steps for your own situation.  
 
Ideally, everybody of sound mind and over 18 years of age should have a will. Passports, birth and marriage certificates 
should be accessible. Updated passwords should be noted for possible future use. Have an end of life conversation with 
your family about your wishes for: 

o Intubation 
o CPR 
o Life support 
o Long term Care 
o Feeding tube 
o Hospice 

Advance medical and financial directives should be on file. A living will (e.g. “Five wishes”) is a Declaration to 
Physicians allowing you to select the kind of life-sustaining care you would want if injury or illness leaves you in a 
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terminal condition (dying) or a persistent vegetative state with no hope of recovery. A health care power of attorney 
allows you to appoint someone to be your “agent” to make all health care decisions – not just those involving life support 
– for you if you lose the ability to make decisions for yourself. A financial power of attorney allows you to appoint 
someone to be your “agent” to act on your behalf for personal, business and financial matters if you lose the ability to 
make decisions for yourself. 
 
Ideally you should let your family know if you would like to have a memorial (small, limited to immediate family or 
inclusive; eulogies, memory book, prayers, bhajans, etc.) 
Some matters should be tackled immediately after death happens:  
1. Contact a funeral home (if not already pre- planned) Rules vary from state to state regarding burial or cremation 
(e.g., Wisconsin mandates a minimum of 48 hours before the body can be interred or cremated) Ask whether a religious 
ceremony or puja can be performed indoors (e.g. in a chapel in the funeral home) For use during cremation, provide clean, 
plain white (or light colored) cotton clothes with the name of the deceased clearly noted.  
2. If the deceased was an organ donor, contact the agency.  
3. Get several official death certificates because most banks and other institutions will not accept photocopies. 
4. Contact your lawyer. He or she can guide you on legal matters and estate probate. Wisconsin requires that the 
original will of the deceased must be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of [Ozaukee] County within 30 days. 
5. Arrange for obituaries in local and regional newspapers and ethnic newsletters; organize a memorial as applicable. 
Set up a telephone tree. 
6. Contact a priest for the cremation rites and 12th/13th day puja. For the puja have a photo of the deceased framed. 
(Our own Raghuchandra Bhat-Maam lives in the Milwaukee metropolitan area and ably conducted all rites. See Website 
at http://puja123.com/) Note: Bhat-Maam has given permission to reference his Website. If you are in other locations, try 
contacting your local temple for referral to priests. In some cases, families may not have direct male descendants (usually 
sons), but rather daughters or nieces; in the old days, only males could perform the final rites, but times have changed. 
In the days and weeks following a death, many issues need to be tackled. I found it useful to have a spreadsheet with 
dates, institutions, contact information, and action taken, noted down as I proceeded.  
1. Notify Social Security. You may need to go to your local office or may call (1-800-772-1213) 7 am to 7 pm 
(EST) Review for spousal benefits if applicable. (Note: The funeral home notified Social Security, but I had to follow up) 
Usually a one-time death benefit applies (currently $255.00) 
2. Notify banks that hold your accounts and make changes, if needed. Also, if your safety deposit box was in the 
name of the deceased, make needed changes.  
3. Notify employers of the deceased so payment can be adjusted. Inquire about pension and other possible benefits 
for the spouse or heirs. 
4. Jointly held residence: For homeowners: if applicable, notify the mortgage company and ensure ongoing 
payments; for renters, notify the realty company or landlord.  
5. Notify savings and investment companies. If the deceased had brokerage accounts or annuities, notify the 
institutions and make needed changes (e.g. IRAs only in the name of the deceased may need to be transferred to the 
spouse or heir) Any Certificates of Deposit held by the deceased will need changes. 
6. If the deceased had a life insurance policy, contact the company and put in a claim. 
7. Homeowners or renter’s insurance may need changes. 
8. Automobile insurance may need changes.  
9. Cars jointly owned with the deceased will have to be retitled via the Department of Motor Vehicles. 
10. Cancel individually held credit cards in the name of the deceased and shred them after ensuring that there are no 
outstanding balances.  
11. Keep track of medical bills. 
12. Tackle health insurance. If the deceased was the holder, request a change, for example, holder to be the surviving 
spouse. Ensure that all medical bills relating to the deceased will be covered until they clear. 
13. If there are left over medications used by the deceased, dispose them properly. 
14. Stop auto shipment or auto refills of medications for the deceased. 
15. Make necessary changes for utility companies: Telephone, both land-line and cell: cancel individually held 
phones by the deceased; TV, Cable, Internet Service Provider, Electricity, Gas, Water, etc. may need changes. 
16. If the deceased had 529 college savings accounts in his or her name, notify the company and request necessary 
changes (e.g. change to spouse’s name) 
17. Contact Credit Card Bureaus and report the death to shut down credit in the name of the deceased to prevent 
identity theft. Request a credit report for the deceased 
18. Tackle any special requests of the deceased (e.g. a bonus for care givers) 
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19. Write thank-you notes to relatives, friends, colleagues, neighbors and other well-wishers who may have visited, 
sent cards, E mailed, telephoned and helped in many ways.   
Follow-up by survivors: 
A painful task that should be done is tackling the clothes, medical equipment (if applicable) and other possessions no 
longer needed. This is best handled speedily with the help of family and friends.  
“Durable medical equipment” (wheel-chair, walker, canes, etc.) can be donated to the Veterans Administration. 
For cold weather states: Sweaters, jackets, comforters, blankets etc. can be cleaned and given to the homeless via a local 
charity (“Bob under the bridge” is a local charity for us) 
The Lions Club has donation boxes for prescription glasses, sunglasses and glasses holders. Usually these boxes are 
located by grocery store parking lots. 
 Usable clothing (e.g. men’s pants, shirts, vests, etc.) can be washed and donated to thrift stores. 
The Salvation Army accepts and reuses scrubbed computers and accessories. 
It takes time to recover from the trauma of loss. Our religion is a great solace. Reading printed religious material or 
listening to spiritual discourses via the Internet brings a sense of calmness and peace. Relatives, neighbors and friends can 
provide a shoulder to cry on, a friendly ear to listen and to give help as and when necessary. Keeping oneself busy can 
ease the burden. Hobbies take one’s mind off the troubles at this difficult time. Pictures of the deceased remind survivors 
of their loved one and young children lighten the load of devastation and grief. May all our loved one’s rest in peace and 
may survivors find strength to move on! 
I hope this short guide helps our Konkani community, especially since we are a relatively recent immigrant group in the 
U.S. Dev baren koro / May God bless! 
Information has been excerpted from various sources including: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov; https://www.ssa.gov/; http://puja123.com/ 
 

“Anthu” raises expectations of Konkani Cine goers 
By: -  Jaideep Shenoy, as appeared in |TNN| June 24, 2017 

MANGALURU: A good six-years after release of Uzwaadu, adjudged Karnataka state best regional film, discerning 
Konkani cine-lovers are awaiting release of Anthu. While there has been a steady stream of Konkani films in the interim, 
Anthu will be only the fifth such film shot entirely in Gowd Saraswath Brahmin (GSB) Konkani dialect. The other films 
in this dialect are Tapaswini (1980), Janamana (1981), Uzwaadu (2011) and children's film Aa Vai Ja Sa (2017).  

Upbeat about prospects of the film is aspiring 
director-producer Karopady Akshay Nayak. 
Having cut his teeth in the industry as a still 
photographer for Kannada serial Radha Kalyana, 
Akshay who picked up tricks of the trade, ventured 
into next step with Anthu. An offering of Sri 
Mahammayi Cine Creation, Akshay, aged 25, has 
written the story/screenplay, handled the 
cinematography and its editing. State film awardee 
MK Matha Uppinangady has penned Kannada 
dialogues translated into Konkani by Venkatesh 
Baliga Mavinkurve.  
Describing Anthu as a 'tale from our livelihood', 
Akshay told STOI that the film is unique with one 
of its kind storyline. It revolves around a family, 
the problems that arises, the way it spreads out its 
branches. Revolving around the central character, 
Ananthu, a differently-abled person, played by 
Mysurean Sujay Shanbhag, the film tells story of 

how society around reacts to travails of his sister, who gives up her personal life to take care of him, the stoic support 
given by his uncle and the jibes and pinpricks of those around her. “This is a situation that any one of us may find 
ourselves in and the ability to overcome these challenges,” says Karopady Akshay Nayak, producer-writer-director. Entire 
movie has been made by GSB Konkani community. "It is one of its kind movies in Konkani genres," he avers. Matured 
actors like Mrs. Poornima Suresh, Mr. Chidananda Kamath Kasargod, Mr. Dinesh Prabhu, Mr. Mangesh Bhat, Mrs. 
Sabitha Kamath have performed extremely well in this movie. This movie is a token of respect for senior stage artist of 
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Kannada, Konkani & Tulu genre Mr. Chidananda Kamath, who had an untimely demise recently. Viewers should relate to 
the 135-minute film which the censor board has rated “U”, he said, adding the board has also appreciated the efforts of 
subject for the film. 
 
Featuring more than 45-members of GSB community from Konkani speaking areas of Kasaragod, Mysuru, Vittal, 
Karkala, Bengaluru, Bantwal and Puttur, Mangaluru included in the star cast, the film has been shot with a modest budget. 
"We are aware of our various limitations and can come up with better product if the right kind of funding is available," he 
says adding this could reflect in the next venture under the banner, a romantic love story that is in the making.  
 
Anthu presently is rousing people's expectations with teasers on YouTube that drew 15,000 hits in 24-hours of its posting. 
"It was the 35th trending video on YouTube as on Friday," Akshay said adding the news portal of a prominent media 
house in the region is helping in taking the message of Anthu to its lakhs of subscribers. "We have received queries from 
places such as Chennai, Mumbai inquiring about the release date and 'am looking forward to it," he said. 
 
 

Less Luggage, Happy Journey 
 

Life is like a train journey; young children have a long way to go, but elders have to alight from the train pretty soon. 
You must learn to make your journey comfortable and happy. Do not carry heavy, unwanted luggage with you that 
will make the journey miserable. Do not indulge in fault finding and picking quarrels with others. Do not desire to 
have the best things for yourselves only. Share with others around you the good things you are given. Anger, hatred, 
envy and jealousy are the heavy luggage that I ask you to avoid taking with you on the journey. -Baba 
 
 

Konkani Charities and Appeals 
 
 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 

Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non-profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand-out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 

supported the development of five businesses that have created over 1,100 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.org to learn more, or 
please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co-Founder SachiShenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org 

 
 

$100 Award for Highest SAT Score 
In memory of Jayawant Bantwal, the family is awarding $100.00 to any Konkani high school 

student with the highest SAT score in 2017, Contact: gita01@aol.com  
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Konkani Calendar 

April 2018 May 2018 June 2018 
3rd Angaraka Chathurthi 3rd Sankashta Chathurthi 1st Sankashta Chathurthi 
7th OKA Ugadi 14th Vrish-Sankranthi 2nd AMKA Sports day 
13th Mesh-Sankranthi 15th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 13th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 
14th Saura Ugadi 25th Yekadashi 14th Mithun-Sankranthi 
15th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 29th Poornami 23rd Yekadashi 
16th Ugadi (New Year Day)  27th Poornami 
18th Akshaya Thritiye   
21st AMKA Ugadi   
25th Yekadashi   
28thShri Narasimha Jayanthi   
28th HAAS Picnic   
29th Vaishakhi Poornami   
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. MuralidharShenoy, Durham, NC and VedamoorthyRaghuchandraBhat of Waukesha, WI 
 
 

My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Vivek & Jyoti Ullal, Simi Valley, CA 50.00 
Gopi & Sheila Pai, Germantown, TN 50.00 
Suresh & Jyoti Nayalkar, Sugar Land, TX 66.00 
Meenakshi Nayak, Cary, NC 80.00 
Muralidhar & Sudha Shenoy, Durham, NC 50.00 
Vasudev & Shobha Shenoy, Houston, TX 50.00 
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath, Wesley Chapel, FL 65.00 
Deepak & Asha Ubhayakar, Upland, CA 50.00 
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath, San Carlos, CA 50.00 
Chandrakanth & Geeta Shanbhag, Spartanburg, SC 101.00 
Gopal K. Bhat, Mooresville, NC 55.00 
Laxmidas & Bharati Sawkar, Woodbury, MN 51.00 
Ashok & Suman Bhat, Tampa, FL 51.00 
Krishna & Vasanthi Mallia, Rockford, IL 51.00 
Ashwin & Kasturi Bhatt, Houston, TX 50.00 
Venkatraman & Vaishali Pai, Sugar Land, TX 50.00 
Anil & Mridula Rao, Friendswood, TX 100.00 
Kochikar Ramnath & Rajashree Pai, Tampa, FL  121.00 
Krishna & Padmini Nayak, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 50.00 
Arvind & Neela Kamath, Sugar Land, TX 50.00 
  

Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XL No. 4 3,800.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (77) and donations 2,131.00  
Interest 4.00  
Sub Total: 2,135.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XL No. 4):   
Printing- Khabbar(285) - 20 pages  408.51 
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Printing- Khabbar Mailing List (220+40) - 34 pages  694.47 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (254)  180.34 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (7 )  11.27 
Mailing- Khabbar Mailing List (179+40)  199.29 
Mailing- Khabbar Mailing List Canada (5 )  10.65 
Overseas (20)  80.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper& labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  415.47 
Sub Total:  2,000.00 
Final Balance: 3,935.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
 

Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 
If abc+abc+abc = bbb, can you find the value of a, b and c? 
Answer:a=1, b=4 and c=8
The following gave the right answers: 
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
Krishna Kudva, Alta Loma, CA 
Vindya Bhat, New York, NY 

Sridharan Raman, New York, NY 
Praveen Kamath, Centreville, VA 
Mukund Kamath, San Ramon, CA 

This Kwarter’sKwiz 
By “Krishnamaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
Complete following series: 

 
NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Namaskaru, 
The NAKA Team is actively working to find the host committee for Konkani Sammelan 2020. Stay tuned for 
updates in the coming months (http://www.mynaka.org). If any region is interested in hosting the Konkani 
Sammelan 2020 then please let us know so we can choose the city based on the entries we get.  The board is 
also trying to pursue other initiatives at this time and we will communicate the news to the community as the 
ideas materialize.  
Dev Baren Karo, 
 
The NAKA Team: 
Ramesh Kamath (IT infrastructure): president@mynaka.org  
Ajay Rao (NAKA Endowment): vp@mynaka.org  
Damodar Baliga (Treasurer): treasurer@mynaka.org  
Promod Mavinkurve (Membership): executive@mynaka.org  
Sudha Shenoy (Cultural): secretary@mynaka.org 
  
I am very hopeful that you will come forward to lend your hand to help us go thru this journey together. 
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All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 
NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 

Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 
11/30/17 Balance from last report 190,803.63  
2/28/18 Interest for the quarter 8.12  
2/28/18 Additional surplus from KS-2016 1,290.00  
2/28/18 Tax Prep Fee  700.00 
2/28/18 Final Balance: 191,401.75  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 
 

Devu Baren koro     Ramesh Kamath President@mynaka.org http://www.mynaka.org 
 
 

THE MATRIARCH 
Sanjivi Bhat 

Born: 12 August 1923 
Expired 11 Jan 2018 

 

WE can shed tears that SHE is gone or  WE can smile because SHE has lived 
WE can close our eyes and pray that SHE will come back OR we can open our eyes 

and see all SHE has left 
OUR heart can be empty because we cannot see HER or we can be full of love SHE 

shared 
WE can turn our back on tomorrow and live yesterday or we can be happy for 

tomorrow because of yesterday 
WE can remember her only that she is gone or WE can cherish her memory and let 

it live on 
We can cry and close our mind, be empty and turn our back or we can do what 

SANJIVI would want: Smile, Open our Eyes, Love and Go On 
 

 

Sugandhi Kamath, Mumbai, India 
Geetha Shenoy, Bengaluru, India 

Vasanth Bhat, Texas, USA 
Jayanarayan Bhat, London, UK 
Maya Prabhu, Mangaluru, India 
Ashok Bhat, Mangaluru, India 

Bharathi Nayak, New Jersey, USA 
 

Submitted by: Jayanarayan Bhat, London, UK; Paid for by BHAT FAMILY (Poem by David Harkins) 
 



  

 
President: 
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Mrs. Veena Kamath 
 
 
Directors: 
 

The Stock market is going up every day, American GDP is growing at a record 
Unemployment
sincerely request you to share a small fraction of your wealth with Impoverished & 
Unfortunate Konkanis in India.
 Konkani Charitable Fund’s mission is to support and assist orphanages, old
homes in India, provide educational scholarships for impoverished and deserving 
Konkani students to complete their higher education. To fulfill this endeavor, we 
need continued support and donations by generous patrons like you.  We hope that 
you will be able to contribute to one or more of the many charitable causes and 
experience firsthand the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble 
causes.  
With your help Konkani Charitable Fund raised over $ 255,000
Last year for Konkani Charities in
Some compelling reasons for contributing to Konkani Charitable Fund:
 1. KCF is dedicated to perform humanitarian work to benefit needy Konkanis and 
organizations.
2. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization by the IRS, and all 
donations to KCF qualify for tax deductions.
3. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of 
your choice within the KCF approved list displayed at our website 
4. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence  
charity 
5. An Anonymous donor is donating to KCF $100,000 each year for last seven years. 
Most of our donors are repeat donors because they appreciate our Mission, 
Dedication &
And above all, Charity improves your sense of we
spiritual life.
Many corporations offer matching gift programs.
employer's human resources department to find out if your company has a 
matching gift program so as to double your donation.
 You can hel
Every time you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will 
donate 50 cents to KCF.
Contact KCF at gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF and a beacon of 
hope. 
 P.S. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call President of KCF 
The most importa
Remember you cannot take it with you!
 

Dr. SurendraShenoy 
Mr. Ravi Shenoy 
Dr. Vijaykumar Rao 
Mrs. Aruna Acharya 
Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
 
Founder/Director: 
Mr. Ramesh Kamath 
 
 
Emeritus Directors: 
Mr. Ravi Baliga 
Mr. Ashok Bhatt 
Dr. Ganesh Bhat 
Mr. Ananth Prabhu 
Prof. Vinayak Kudva 
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
43 Spray Court Bayport, NY 11705 

(631) 472-1418 
www.Konkanicf.org 

Email: contact@konkanicf.org 
Registered Charity under 501 (3)(c) 

EIN # 90-0482868 

APPEAL 
March 7, 2018 

The Stock market is going up every day, American GDP is growing at a record 
Unemployment is at lowest level in years, Economic picture looks very 
sincerely request you to share a small fraction of your wealth with Impoverished & 
Unfortunate Konkanis in India. 
Konkani Charitable Fund’s mission is to support and assist orphanages, old

homes in India, provide educational scholarships for impoverished and deserving 
Konkani students to complete their higher education. To fulfill this endeavor, we 
need continued support and donations by generous patrons like you.  We hope that 

be able to contribute to one or more of the many charitable causes and 
experience firsthand the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble 

With your help Konkani Charitable Fund raised over $ 255,000
Last year for Konkani Charities in India. 
Some compelling reasons for contributing to Konkani Charitable Fund:
1. KCF is dedicated to perform humanitarian work to benefit needy Konkanis and 

organizations. 
2. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization by the IRS, and all 

to KCF qualify for tax deductions. 
3. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of 
your choice within the KCF approved list displayed at our website 
4. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence  100% of your donation goes to 

5. An Anonymous donor is donating to KCF $100,000 each year for last seven years. 
Most of our donors are repeat donors because they appreciate our Mission, 
Dedication &Work. 
And above all, Charity improves your sense of wellbeing and strengthens your 
spiritual life. 
Many corporations offer matching gift programs. Please inquire with your 
employer's human resources department to find out if your company has a 
matching gift program so as to double your donation.  
You can help us by buying online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  

Every time you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will 
donate 50 cents to KCF. 
Contact KCF at gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF and a beacon of 

. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call President of KCF Gopal Bhandarkar at (631) 472 
The most important thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave
Remember you cannot take it with you! 

Devu Baren Koro 
KCF Board of Directors. 

Website: 
www.konkanicf.org 

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 

The Stock market is going up every day, American GDP is growing at a record pace, 
is at lowest level in years, Economic picture looks very rosy, we 

sincerely request you to share a small fraction of your wealth with Impoverished & 

Konkani Charitable Fund’s mission is to support and assist orphanages, old age 
homes in India, provide educational scholarships for impoverished and deserving 
Konkani students to complete their higher education. To fulfill this endeavor, we 
need continued support and donations by generous patrons like you.  We hope that 

be able to contribute to one or more of the many charitable causes and 
experience firsthand the pride and pleasure derived from supporting these noble 

With your help Konkani Charitable Fund raised over $ 255,000 

Some compelling reasons for contributing to Konkani Charitable Fund: 
1. KCF is dedicated to perform humanitarian work to benefit needy Konkanis and 

2. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization by the IRS, and all 

3. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of 
your choice within the KCF approved list displayed at our website (konkanicf.org). 

of your donation goes to 

5. An Anonymous donor is donating to KCF $100,000 each year for last seven years. 
Most of our donors are repeat donors because they appreciate our Mission, 

llbeing and strengthens your 

Please inquire with your 
employer's human resources department to find out if your company has a 

p us by buying online at Smile.Amazon.com. You register only once.  
Every time you buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will 

Contact KCF at gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF and a beacon of 

. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website. If you have any questions, 

Bhandarkar at (631) 472 1418. 
nt thing in life is not how much you have, but how much you gave!            
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Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any HoonKhabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 

 
F O R  S A L E 

2012Sammelan DVD set, which includes 9 DVD's, is on 
clearance sale. Send us $20, which includes shipping and 
handling, and you can have this memorable event DVD set for 
your collection. If interested, please send the check payable to 
NAKA and mail to: 
Gopal Bhandarkar M.D. 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 
 

 
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:B.S. Kamath, 
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, HariShanker Joshi 
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 
 

FREE DOWNLOAD 
Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com 

 
  

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homaservices offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.comEmail :rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 
A P E A L 

A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization 
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and 
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative 
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of 
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of 
Income Tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate 
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the 
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to 
AnandashramSeva Trust ®, Puttur. The donors in USA can 
help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705, to build this Palliative Care Centre. 
Please, visit our website: www.oldagehome-india.org 
 

FREE 
(For North American patrons only)First come first served 
Novels in English & Kannada by renowned Konkani author. 
If interested, email: khabbar@gmail.com 

 
 


