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Khabbar Follies 
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a 
Konkani point of view.  The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general 
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has developed a 
special relation with most of the Konkani families and here are some examples of those close encounters of a different kind….…… 
 
The US Postal Service has a special service that we all 
can sign up for. You can activate Email notification and 
this will enable postal customers to preview their mail 
with informed delivery from the USPS- a new feature 
that gives you the ability to see a digital preview of your 
incoming mail. Informed Delivery allows you to view 
images of the exterior, address side of your household’s 
letter-sized mail pieces on a computer, tablet, or mobile 
device. As part of the upgrade, you can receive a daily 

email containing images of your mail pieces that are 
arriving soon. 
 
Case in point, this family from TX signed up for this 
service and now they know when Khabbar will arrive 
into their mailbox. And this has led to a competition 
between the couple to see who gets the Khabbar issue 
first! And, I believe, it is a cut-throat competition!! I 
hope this competition will only enrich their marriage!?! 

 
******

 
SUBSCRIPTION FORM: 

Dear Konkani family, 
It is time to renew your subscription for 2018.The numbers on the mailing label clearly 
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2015. Please, note that 
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging 
on to eKhabbar.com.  If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at 
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!  Fill the form below and send your 
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. 
(Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$) 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email ID:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Name    Boy/Girl   d.o.b.  Hobby/Interest 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quarterly Newsletter 
For Circulation to the Konkani Community in North America 

Volume XL  No. 4 
October, November, December  -  2017 
Honorary Editor: Mr. Vasanth Bhat 

Mailing Address: 
P. O. Box 222 

Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 
www.ekhabbar.com 

Tel: (979)-299-3210 
Email: khabbar@gmail.com 

Annual Subscription: $15.00 
Make check payable to "Khabbar" & mail to P.O.Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX77566-0222 

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to exclude, edit and correct all material received for publication 
and does not accept any responsibility for views expressed by authors of the publications. 

E D I T O R I A L 
Dear Konkani family, 
 
I hope all is well with you and your 
family. 
 
This issue of Khabbar has been 
mailed to ALL families that have paid 
dues at least once since 2015.  In 
other words, families who have not 
paid since 2014 will not be receiving 
this issue. The numbers on the mailing 
label clearly indicate the year/s the 
dues for Khabbar has been received 
since 2015 and if there is any error let 
me know.  
 
Even in these tough economic times, 
the Advisory Committee of Khabbar 
has decided that the annual dues will 
remain the same at $15.00 a year and 
for that you get: 
 Four issues of the Khabbar, 
 Annual Mailing List and  
 Discounted advertisement rates. 
 
This issue has not been mailed to 
families that have specifically 
indicated that they will access 
eKhabbar, the on-line version of 
Khabbar, which will be on the web a 
quarter after mailing the hard copies. 
 
The latest 2018 Khabbar Mailing List 
will be mailed to all the subscribers 
who have paid their dues for 2017. 
This Khabbar Mailing List is a prized 
possession of our community. Please 
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send 
names and addresses of Konkani 
families that are not in the list to P. O. 
Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-

0222, or email khabbar@hotmail.com 
and rest be assured that I’ll 
“Khabbarize” them! 
 
The newly elected Board has taken 
reins of NAKA on Jan 1, 2017 under 
the able leadership of Ramesh M. 
Kamath. Please, extend your support 
to the new Board. Khabbar will 
publish all the developments and 
progress made by NAKA on an on-
going basis.  
 
Khabbar will also publish progress 
made by Konkani Charitable Fund 
(KCF) on a regular basis. The team 
KCF needs all our support to help our 
folks anywhere in the world. Dr. 
Gopal Bhandarkar and his team are 
doing a fantastic job in making our 
community aware of KCF and hope 
you will help him to help our people. 
 
The unofficial Khabbar 
 Correspondents in your area who 
send in the hoon Khabbars on a 
regular basis are doing an outstanding 
job. Remember, if it did not appear 
in Khabbar, then it did not happen 
in North America!. You can send the 
news items via email 
(khabbar@hotmail.com). 
 
On the Quiz front, it is the same story! 
Only three people got the right 
answer!! Khabbar has still remained a 
champ. Let us see how you will do 
with this quarter’s quiz!!! 
 
The progress of the ambitious project, 
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas 
Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. 

Thanks to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy 
who has volunteered his services to 
help Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti 
Pratistan. Please, call him at (702)-
341-6706 or email: 
bastishenoy@gmail.com  if interested 
to extend your help for this worthy 
cause. Indeed, the Kendra has become 
a center of attraction and I urge all 
North American Konkanis to visit the 
Kendra to see in what way they can 
benefit from this. 
 
Khabbar will always publish appeals 
for charity free of charge but cannot 
collect money on behalf of any 
charity.  Families are encouraged to 
send the money directly to the 
concerned charities or thru KCF if 
approved by KCF.  Khabbar firmly 
believes in helping our people whether 
it is in India or here. Here’s a link to 
all the special appeals I have gotten so 
far: 
http://www.ekhabbar.com/special%20
appeals/special%20appeals.htm 
 
Hope struggle to rid terrorism from 
this world will materialize soon. Hope 
Peace & Tranquility will prevail. 
 
Happy Holidays & Happy New Year 
to you all. 
 
Devu Boren Karo. 
    
   

 
Vasanth 

Honorary Editor 
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Letters to the Editor ...... 
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise.  Letters may be edited for publication.  
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters.  Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

****** 
 
Dear Sirs,  
I am pleased to inform you that we have received Intimation of Registration under FCRA, which helps our donors and 
well-wishers to send their donations to KONKANI BHAS ANI SANSKRITI PRATHISTAN (KONKANI 
LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL FOUNDATION), D.NO.10 108/6, 7 WORLD KONKANI CENTRE, LOBO 
PRABHU NAGAR, KONKANI GAON SHAKTINAGAR, MANGALURU-575016, DAKSHINA KANNADA, 
KARNTAKA) in future. You may kindly inform your Donors/ well-wishers abroad and circulate the same to 
facilitate them to help World Konkani Centre for our projects. 
Devu Baren Koro-  

Basti Vaman Shenoy  
bvs_193@hotmail.com 

 
 

Konkani Charities and Appeals 
 

 

 
Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Inspiring Outcomes 

Upaya Social Ventures builds businesses that create dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor in India. Upaya is a non‐profit 
organization that believes in providing a "hand up" and not a "hand‐out" to alleviate extreme poverty. To date, the organization has 
supported the development of five businesses that have created over 1,100 jobs. Please visit www.upayasv.org to learn more, or 

please feel free to contact Executive Director and Co‐Founder Sachi Shenoy at sshenoy@upayasv.org 

 

$100 Award for Perfect SAT Score 
In memory of Jayawant Bantwal, the family is awarding $100.00 to any Konkani high school 

student with a perfect SAT score in 2017, Contact: gita01@aol.com  

 
 
 

Consider Namasmarana As Sadhana 
 

Do not indulge in Namasmarana as a pastime or a fashion or a passing phase or as the unpleasant part of an imposed 
timetable or a bitter quota to be fulfilled each day. Think of it as a Sadhana, to be seriously taken up for the purpose 
of reducing your attachments to fleeting objects, purifying and strengthening you, and liberating you from cycle of 
birth and death. Hold fast to it as the means of rescuing yourself in every was from the bonds of time and change. It 
looks a frail cure for such a fearful malady; but it is a panacea, nevertheless. 
-Baba 

 



 

Khabbar XL  No. 3  Page: 5 Internal 

Hoon Khabbar 
Congratulations: 

AMAR RAO, s/o  Jaidev & 
Meena Rao of Los Angeles, CA 
has been promoted to Associate 
Geothermal Engineer at the 
Division of Oil, Gas and 
Geothermal resources, State of 
California, Sacramento, CA.  He 
has moved to Sacramento from 
San Pedro, CA. 
 

New Arrival: 
SIA, a baby girl to Bharat Prabhu 
& Latha K. Pai of Wodland Hills, 
CA, on May, 10th, 2017, a little 
sister to Daksh.  The proud 
paternal grandparents are Prakash 
& Vijayalakshmi Prabhu of Sagar 
and the maternal grandparents are 
Krishna & Radha Pai of Kundapur.    
 
ISHAAN, a baby boy to Sachin & 
Kavitha Boloor of Houston, TX on 
September 14th 2017 at 12:09 pm.  
The proud paternal grandparents 
are Govind & Pratibha Boloor of 
Houston, TX and the proud 
maternal grandparents are Dr. 
Jayakumar & Uma Jayakumar of 
Houston, TX. 
 
REKHA, a baby girl, weighing 7 
pounds 2 ounces, to Mihir & 
Shuba Kamat of   Providence, RI 
on Friday September 22nd 2017. A 
little sister to big sister Leela. The 
proud maternal grandparents are 
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath of 
Wesley Chapel, FL and the proud 
paternal grandparents are 

Bhalachandra & Vela Kamat of 
Ridgefield, NJ.  
 
The KAMATHS, Ashvin & Anjali  
have  moved to Atlanta, GA from 
Santa Clarita, CA.  Their new 
address is 2144 Peachtree Road 
NW  #918, Atlanta, GA 30309.  
Telephone remains same at (760) 
985-6647. 
 

Newly Weds: 
Chi. NITIN, s/o Deepak & Asha 
Ubhayakar of Upland, CA, got 
married to  Sow. RUSHINA, d/o 
Ashok & Sudha Jain of Diamond 
Bar, CA on April 8th, 2017 in 
Hollywood, CA.   
 
Suresh & Kusum Pai of Lilburn, 
GA celebrated the marriage of 
their daughter, Sow. NEELAM 
with Chi. DANIEL, s/o Mr. & 
Mrs. Lebetsamer at the La Torretta 
Lake Resort & Spa in 
Montgomery, TX on Saturday 
November 4th, 2017. 3:00 pm The 
function included the baraat at 
3:00 pm, followed by the wedding 
at 4:00 pm and the reception.  
 

Relocation: 
The PANDIT family, Damodar & 
Meera have relocated from 
Sudbury, MA to 2515 Vicara 
Court, Royal Palm beach, FL 
33411. The telephone is (617)-
697-8722 and email ID:  
donpundit@outlook.com 
 

 
The NAYAK family, Ramchandra 
& Sheela, have relocated from 
Pennsylvania to 2232 Wales Drive, 
Cardiff By The Sea, CA 92007. 
The telephone is (215)-530-1919 
and email: rnayak9@yahoo.com 
 
The RAINER family, Priti Baliga 
& Robert with their daughter, 
Alesia, have relocated from 
Walnut, CA to 40 Joyce Road, 
Tenafly, NJ 07670. The new phone 
number is (201)-266-6895 and 
email: pritib@aol.com 
 

Obituary: 
 Smt. NIRMALA KAMATH 
(wife of late Kakwa Surendra 
Kamath) passed away on October 
11th at Dahisar, Mumbai. . 
Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to her son Ramesh 
Kamath & family of Katy, TX. 
 
 
Smt. SUSHILA NAYAK (83), 
w/o late Jayawanth Nayak, of 
Bangalore passed away peacefully 
in Bangalore on October 25th 2017 
Khabbar sends heartfelt 
condolences to her daughters, Mrs. 
Prabha Baliga & family of   West 
Bloomfield, MI,  Dr. Geetha 
Bhandarkar & family of 
Bloomfield Hills, MI, and sister 
Mohini Kamath & family of 
Cerritos, CA. 

 

KONKANI HAPPENINGS 

HAAS (Houston Area Amchigale Samaj): 
The	HAAS	held	their	annual	Diwali	Gala	2017	on	Saturday,	October	14	from	6:00	pm	to	11:00	pm	at	Richard	&	Meg	
Weekley	Community	Center	in	Cypress,	TX.			
		
Diwali	holds	a	special	place	for	all	us	and	for	many,	it	is	one	of	their	favorite	holidays.	Diwali	signifies	many	things:	
Hope,	New	Beginnings,	and	Victory	(Good	over	Evil)	amongst	other	things.	How	we	all	celebrate	it,	however	is	the	
same,	with	lots	of	lights,	music,	sweets	and	fireworks.	This	year’s	event	tried	to	emulate	all	of	that.		
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As	you	walked	into	the	venue,	you	could	not	help	but	notice	the	vibrant	reds	and	golds	which	decorated	the	hall	
and	tables.	 	On	the	left	was	a	beautifully	decorated	backdrop	where	many	of	you	chose	to	take	photos	with	your	
family	 and	 friends.	 The	 dinner	 tables,	 stage,	 and	 windows	 were	 sparkling	 with	 lights,	 candles,	 sparkles	 and	
lanterns	 reminding	 us	 all	 that	Diwali	 is	 the	 festival	 of	 lights.	 	Manoj	 Suvarna	 and	 Anand	Nayak,	with	 their	
patience	 and	 photography	 skills,	 were	 able	 to	 beautifully	 capture	 all	 the	 splendor	 of	 the	 evening	 and	 its	
participants.	
	
The	evening	started	promptly	at	6pm	with	the	social	hour	and	delicious	appetizers	of	Gobi	Manchurian,	Chicken	65	
and	Samosas	served	with	coffee	and	masala	 tea.	Following	 this	was	 the	cultural	program	which	was	delightfully	
emceed	by	our	multi‐talented	Gurudath	Kamath.	 	He	kicked	off	 the	evening	with	a	grand	entrance	 to	 the	song	
Bacchna	Eh	Hassino,	accompanied	by	his	lovely	wife	Aarti	and	daughter	Charani.	
	
The	 program	 started	 with	 a	 beautiful	 Bharatnatyam	 dance	 by	 Meera	 Nagarkatti.	 This	 was	 followed	 by	 an	
explosion	of	 cuteness	with	a	performance	by	our	youngest	HAAS	members	–	Saisha	Bellare,	Maya	Koppikar,	
Prakrati	Shenoy,	Sahana	Sashital,	Chaitra	Shenoy,	Sanika	Bellare,	Aditya	Shenoy,	Pranati	Shenoy,	Shreyas	
Kini	and	Sanjita	Kini	who	danced	to	the	songs	Badri	Ki	Dulhania	and	Cutie	Pie	and	delighted	the	audience.		
	
Next	up	was	a	skit	written	by	Gauri	Sirur,	a	perfect	showcase	of	her	artistic	abilities	as	a	writer	and	Director.	The	
premise	of	 the	play	was	 very	much	 in	 tune	with	our	world	 today	 and	 comically	 showed	us	how	Facebook	has	
integrated	into	our	lives,	no	matter	what	age	or	generation.	The	comical	talents	of	Prateek	Karkal,	Deepak	Kini,	
Apaana	 Shenoy	 and	 Namrata	 Sirur	 Singh	 had	 the	 audience	 doubling	 over	 with	 laughter	 the	 whole	 time.	
Following	this	hilarious	comedy,	was	the	dance	performance	by	Reim	Rao	and	Uma	Kamath.	They	did	a	beautiful	
fusion	dance	that	showed	us	the	graceful	art	of	classical	alongside	the	liveliness	that	Bollywood	music	is	known	for.	
The	 fun	and	 laughter	continued	with	 the	standup	comedy	and	 jokes	of	Deepa	Karkal	and	an	excellent	mimicry	
performance	 by	 her	 very	 talented	 granddaughter	 Saisha.	 	 Sneha	 Prabu,	 already	 known	 for	 her	 vocal	 talents,	
enthralled	 the	audience	with	her	mesmerizing	 rendition	of	 “Radha	Kaise	Na	 Jale”.	 	 Just	when	 the	audience	was	
calmed	by	that	beautiful	song,	Namrata	Sirur	Singh	had	the	entire	audience	dancing	in	their	seats	to	the	rhythm	of	
her	fast	moving,	toe	tapping	Bollywood	medley	which	left	us	all	breathless	just	watching	her.			And	to	cap	off	what	
was	 already	 a	 great	 program,	Raghavendra	Rao	 and	 Ira	Dominitz's	mind	 blowing	 tabla	 and	 drums	musical	
jugalbandy	had	everyone	awestruck	and	leaving	us	wanting	more	of	the	amazing	beats.	We	could	not	have	asked	
for	a	better	finale!!	
	
After	the	program,	dinner	and	dessert	was	served	which	was	catered	by	Annam.	What	better	way	to	tell	you	how	
yummy	the	food	was	then	to	show	you	the	dinner	plate	with	all	the	delicious	entrees.	
	
What’s	a	Gala	without	some	great	music	and	dancing??		As	dinner	was	winding	down,	DJ	Jas	started	the	tempo	back	
up	to	get	the	HAAS	members	on	the	dance	floor	and	boy,	do	we	have	some	great	dancers	in	our	community!	DJ	Jas	
definitely	picked	a	great	mix	of	foot	stomping	music	that	had	our	dancers	in	high	spirits	and	dancing	nonstop	for	
hours.	Having	DJ	Jas	at	this	event	was	made	possible	by	the	generous	sponsorship	of	Chevron	for	the	long	hours	
put	in	by	Pramod	designing	and	building	the	wonderful	backdrop	and	wall	décor	for	this	event.		A	big	thank	you	to	
Chevron	and	Pramod	for	this	wonderful	gift	of	music	to	HAAS.	
	
I	would	be	remiss,	if	I	did	not	thank	all	our	volunteers	without	whom	this	night	would	not	be	possible.	A	big	thank	
you	to	Chaya	and	Madhav	Ubhayakar,	Jyothi	and	Vasudev	Nayak,	Ravi	and	Shanti	Pai,	Manoj	Suvarna,	Tom	
McFadden,	Reim	Rao,	Ansh	Nayak	and	Shlok	Bhat	for	all	their	help	with	the	setup	and	decorations.		Also	a	big	
thank	you	to	everyone	who	stayed	back	and	helped	us	cleanup	after	the	event.	A	special	thank	you	to	our	spouses	
who	have	been	a	huge	support	though	each	and	every	event	this	year.	
	
You	can	see	the	pictures	using	the	following	link.	A	big	thank	you	to	Manoj	for	not	only	taking	these	pictures,	but	
also	touching	up	and	putting	together	this	album	for	all	of	us	to	enjoy	
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BwHPAY8qXi2ma2pWdlVNc0hEenc 

HAAS Management Committee 
www.ourhaas.com 

 



 

Khabbar XL  No. 3  Page: 7 Internal 

Konkani Sabha Update: 
Konkani Sabha held their annual Diwali Talent Show on Saturday, October 14th, 2017 from 3:00 PM to 9:00 PM at Shri 
Venkateswara Temple Community Center in Bridgewater, NJ. 
 
Program started with Prayer Song by Samanvita Kamath. Bhajan by Vishishta Kamath, Tabla Recital by Chirag 
Mugwe, Classical Song by Ankitha Shenoy, Devotional Song by Anoushka Kamath, Puppet Show  by Sanketh 
Kamath, Sanjana Kamath, Classical Dance by Aarushi Gunavante & Aarnavi Gunavante, Classical Song by 
Ankitha Shenoy, Bharatanatyam Dance by Brinda Rao, Folk Dance by Arya Bhujle,  Aashi kurmi, Anya Aziz & 
Samaya Aziz, Bollywood Dance by Vishishta Kamath, Bollywood Song by Samanvita Kamath, Bollywood Dance by 
Shreya Nayak & Pratik Nayak, Bollywood Dance by Sonal Shah, Aahana Bitla, Shivani Shah,Arya Bhujle & 
Ananya Bijur, Bollywood Dance Medley by Rudra Kantak, Nikita Bhat, Siri Kamath, Bollywood Medley by Aditi 
Kudva, Bollywood Medley by Ashwin Nayak, Bollywood Dance by Arnav Bitla, Amit Prabhu, Sanika Shanbhag & 
Rohan shanbhag, Classical Dance by Gayathri Rao, Folk Dance by Suvarchala Kamath & Rashmita Shanbhag, 
Bollywood Medley by Preethi Kamath, Comedy Reality Show by Harish Prabhu, Mayuri Prabhu, 
VivekanandShenoy, Neeta Shenoy, Sudhesh Nayak, Vivek Shenoy, Maya Shenoy, Sudhir Bhujle, Ranjana Bhujle, 
Vidya Kudva, Aditi Kudva & Vaibhav Shenoy, Karaoke Song by Krish Shenoy, Mimicry Skit by Sanjay Mugwe, 
Comedy Skit by Ganapathi & Suvarchala Kamath, Karoake Song by Deepa Kini and  Bollywood Song by Jyotsna 
Bellare. 
 
Followed by VOTE OF THANKS and sumptuous Konkani food. You can enjoy the program (courtesy of video by Vivek 
Shenoy at: 
http://meshenoy.com/KSDiwali2017.htm  
 
 

KHABBAR FROM KULAR 
By: -   Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY 

The Annual General Body Meeting of Konkani Language and Cultural Foundation was held at World Konkani Centre on 
10-09-2017 Founder President Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy presided. After passing of Accounts for the year 2016-17, 
following were elected unanimously: 
SHRI BASTI VAMAN SHENOY (President), Vice Presidents SHRI VENKATESH N. BALIGA, SRI. ALLEN C.A. 
PEREIRA, SHRI KUDPI JAGADISH SHENOY, SHRI B. R. BHAT (Treasurer), SHRI PRADEEP GANAPATI PAI 
(secretary Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund), SHRI GIRIDHAR KAMATH (Convener KSHAMATA), DR. 
KASTURI MOHAN PAI (Convener Konkani Teaching in School), SMT. SHRI B. PRABHAKAR PRABHU and 
SHAKUNTALA RR. KINI (Secretaries World Konkani Centre),  

KSHAMATA UGetin project: Mr. Ulhas Kamath Jt. Managing Director Jyothi Laboratories Pvt. Ltd and promoter of 
KSHAMATA UGetin project addressed the 160 members of aspirants assembled for jobs interviews at World Konkani 
Centre on 12-09-2017. 

Konkani Language & Cultural Foundation has received permission from Home Ministry, Govt of India to receive 
Remittances from Foreign countries to their various Scholarship and other Community based activities as per their FCRA 
(Registration Number; 094630226) 

World Konkani Centre held “Kavi Sandhi” Konkani Poetry programme under the Joint auspious of “Sarang 
“Community Radio at St. Aloysius College on 23-09-2017. 10 Eminent Konkani poets recited their Konkani Kavithas. 

Navarathri: (Mahanavami) was celebrated throughout India for 9 days and cultural programmes and pooja 
and “Savaisheni” items by ladies at Sri Mahalasa Mahamaya temples followed by Vijaya Dashami on 30-09-2017. 

Deepavali Parab (Festival of Lights) was celebrated throughout India with gaiety and splendorous from 17th to 20th 
October 2017. 

Cricket: India won the ‘5 ODI Series’ against Australia under the captaincy of Mr. Virat Kohli on 1-10-2017. 
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Vishwa Konkani Stree Shakti Mission: Valedictory of 2nd batch of ‘Cloth designing Training Camps’ for Konkani 
Ladies was held at World Konkani Centre. Sewing Machines were distributed to economically backward Konkani Ladies 
by Mrs. Kudgi  Sudha Sudhakar Shenoy. Mrs. Deepa Pradeep Pai, (Hangyo Ice Creams Pvt. Ltd), presided over the 
function. Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy addressed the gathering.  Mrs. Geetha C. Kini Convener of the Vishwa Konkani 
Stree Shakti Mission gave the report.  

All India Konkani Parishad Goa   The All India Konkani Convention of the Parishad -2018 will be held at Mumbai. 
And Mr. Payyanur Ramesh Pai Kochi, Kerala is the President Elect.  

Daijiworld Swabhiman Awards were distributed to 10 economically and physically handicapped backward people of 
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi district at Town Hall, Mangaluru on 17-10-2017.  “Former Vice Chancellor, MAHE 
University, Padma Bhushan Dr B M Hegde gave the keynote address. Mr. Hemacharya, editor-in-chief of Daijiworld 
Weekly welcomed. Chairman of the selection committee Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy was present.  

 “Anthu” A Konkani Movie directed and produced by Karopady Akshya Nayak, Putturu was released in Big Cinemas 
in Mangaluru and other cities in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts.  

 Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Samaroh-2017: The World Konkani Centre organised Two days’ ‘Vishwa Konkani Sahitya 
Samaroh’ held at World Konkani Centre on 19th & 20th November 2017 in association with Department of Kannada and 
Cultural, Government of Karnataka, and Kendra Sahitya Academy, New Delhi under the Theme "Writing for Children 
Today: Revisioning the Moods, Modes, Methods and Media" at the memorial stage. The stage is named as ‘Panjae 
Mangesh Rao’ Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Samaroh. Prof. K. Byrappa, Vice-Chancellor of Mangalore University 
Inaugurated the function. Chief Guests Prof. Varun Sahni, Vice Chancellor, Goa University, Dr. Tanaji Halarnkar, 
Convener, Advisory Board for Konkani, Sahitya Academy and Dr. Kiran Budkuley, former Dean, Goa University, 
English department were present.  Sri N.S. Madhavan, renowned Malyalam writer gave Keynote address.      Late ‘J. M. 
Lobo Prabhu and Louella Lobo Prabhu’ memorial Lecture was given by Dr. M.R. Thampan, Former Director, State 
Language Institute, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. “Saraswathi Samman” honoured Sri Mahabaleshwar Sail was also 
felicitated during the valedictory function.   
 
Vishwa Konkani Awards ceremony: The prestigious Vishwa Konkani Awards were conferred on five eminent 
achievers in various fields in a splendid ceremony held at Sri Sudheendra Hall, Canara Girls High School, Dongerkey, 
Mangaluru on 20th November 2017. 
Dr B A Vivek Rai, Former Vice-chancellor of Hampi Kannada University presented the Vimala V Pai Konkani Sahitya 
Puraskar to Sri Gajanan Jog for his 'Khand Ani Her Katha' (Konkani short stories), Vimala V Pai Vishwa Konkani 
Poetry Award to Sri Wilson Kateel for his 'Encounter' (anthology of Konkani poems), Basti Vaman Shenoy Vishwa 
Konkani Seva Puraskar to Dr G Nagendra Prabhu for his exemplary service in the field of science and research, and Dr 
Usha S Heranjal for her outstanding service in the field of healthcare. 
Dr Tanaji Halarnkar was honoured with the Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribution to Konkani language and 
Konkani movement. Each award was presented with a purse of   Rs 1.00 lakh in cash, certificate, memento and shawl etc. 
  
Dr B A Vivek Rai Addressing the gathering, said, "I congratulate all the awardees. I have been watching the functioning 
of World Konkani Centre spearheaded by Basti Vaman Shenoy. The Vishwa Konkani Kendra is doing tremendous job in 
emphasising Konkani language and culture.  
  
Sri T V Mohandas Pai, Chairman of Manipal Global Education said, "We need to emphasise and put efforts into saving 
our language and culture. Konkani has a vast history and our community should be united in taking our culture and 
language forward. Today we have awarded the prestigious awards to five achievers. We need to recognise those who 
contribute towards Konkani culture and language, only then can we will be a rich, accomplished society. 
  
Founder President of World Konkani Centre Sri Basti Vaman Shenoy welcomed the gathering. 



 

Khabbar XL  No. 3  Page: 9 Internal 

Sri Siddhartha M. Pai, Sri Ramdas Kamath U, President of Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship Fund, Sri Kudpi 
Jagadish Shenoy and Sri Venkatesh N Baliga, Vice Presidents, Vishwa Konkani seva Puraskar Chairman Sri C.D. 
Kamath, Secretary Sri B. Prabhakar Prabhu and Smt. Shakuntala R. Kini and others were present.  
 
“THE KONKANI PEOPLE OF KARNATAKA; A STUDY OF THEIR ORIGIN, MIGRATION AND 
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS”: A documentation proposal submitted by Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy to Konkani 
Adhyana Pitha (Konkani Chair) under Mangaluru University is accepted. Prof. K.Byrappa Vice Chancellor and 
President of Adhyayana Pitha is taking real interest in this project from World Konkani Centre activities. 
  
“Vachana” Konkani Translation Book released: “The Basava Samiti, Bangaluru under the Presidentship of Sri 
Aravind Jatti (Son of Late Sri B.D. Jatti, Former Chief Minister of Karnataka, and Former Vice President of India and 
Founder President of Basava Samiti Bangaluru) has published “Vachanagalu” in Kannada and took up a great Project of 
Tranlating the Volumes in 22 Indian Languages (recognized by Govt. of India under VIII th Shedule of in Constitution) 
and Konkani is one. Dr. Geetha Shenoy is the Co-ordinator for this project for translation to our Konkani language. The 
translated Volumes were released by our Honb’le Prime Minister of India Sri Narendra Modiji at ‘Vigyan Bhavan’ New 
Delhi sometimes back. And Hon’ble Modiji honoured Dr. Geetha Shenoy also in the public function.   
 
Now the ‘Vachana’ Konkani Translation book releasing Ceremony will be held on 10.12-2017 at World Konkani Centre. 
Dr. P. Dayananda Pai, Chairman, World Konkani Centre will release the translation book. 

 
 

Delicacies from the kitchens of our own Julia Child 
By Gokul M Nair, as published Sep. 9, 2016 The New Indian Express 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Delicacies-from-the-kitchens-of-our-very-own-Julia-
Child/2016/09/09/article3617378.ece 
Submitted by: manthra108@gmail.com  
CHENNAI: Delicious vegetarian recipes which can be cooked with easily available ingredients, expertly assayed by 

a motherly figure, catering to a new generation of people eager to return 
to their roots…what more can one want from the perfect cookbook? 
“Cooking makes everyone happy —  both the cook and the people eating. 
So why not share it with the world?” gushes veteran food expert Chandri 
Bhat, whose new book Kitchen Nostalgia: 50 Heartwarming Vegetarian 
Curries will be released today at Hotel Savera.  

City Express caught up with the octogenarian, who has served as mentor to 
a lot of famous names in the culinary industry, about her gastronomic 
journey and the inspiration for her new book. 

“I absolutely love cooking! The happiest memories in my life are from the 
kitchen,” smiles Chandri, who has over the course of the past 50 years 
worked in various fields related to food and cooking — including teaching 
cooking, writing food reviews, food styling and professional consultancy. 
“During weddings in my ancestral home in Mangalore, instead of playing 
with other children, I used to sit in the kitchen and watch the professional 
chefs cook!” she recalls.  

Chandri was later introduced to pan-Indian cuisine when she spent time in Mumbai and Delhi with her sisters, 
who lived in government colonies. “There were families from across India staying there, and it was from them 
that I explored cuisines from other states,” she says.   
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She really started branching out while teaching cookery at the Cultural Academy in Santhome. “Corporates 
started approaching me for demonstrations and promotions. I was also a professional food consultant for food 
appliance companies, wherein I would travel to various countries and study their cuisine to see how our 
appliances could be adapted for them,” she says, adding that it exposed her to a lot of different cuisines.  

It is out of her vast experience that she came up with Kitchen Nostalgia. “These are dishes that have been culled 
over the course my career, tried and tested by hundreds of people, to be passed on to the younger generation,” 
she says of the book, which includes daily fare as well as for special occasions.   

Chandri elucidates on three main aspects of the book she feels are important. “All recipes in the book are curries, 
because they are the backbone of many Indian and Asian meals. You can make a satisfying meal out it with 
anything, from rice or breads! Also, they are all vegetarian because I wanted to show with more people adopting 
vegetarianism globally, there lots of options. I have included only 50 recipes, because I wanted to take the best 
of cuisine from easily available ingredients for people to make them at home.”  

All proceeds from the sale of the book will go to the National Association for the Blind (NAB), says Chandri. “I 
was introduced to this form of charity through K Mahadevan (chef and restaurateur), with whom I started 
Chennai Culinary Institute, where we trained lesser advantaged people to cook and take it up as a profession,” 
she says. She is also the founder of Winners Bakery, where she trains people in the bakery business.   
 

Editor Special: MANGALORE (MANGALURU) 
Being from Mangaluru, I am a bit biased towards my hometown. Mangaluru made some headline news last 
quarter, and I am sharing this with the readership. 

* The only city in the world with 9 names: Mangalore * 
 Yes. Mangalore is the only city in the world with nine names. Any country or city in the world is most commonly called 
two‐three names. Mangalore is a coastal town known as the gateway to Karnataka and has 9 names. Yes. There are 
different names in different languages. Most people do not know all the names. And they are: 

1. In English: Mangalur (Mangalore / Mangaluru) 
2. In Kannada: Mangalore 
3. In Tulu: Kudla 
4. In Konkani: Kodial 
5. In Barry: Mikaala 
6. In Malayalam: Mangalavaram / Mangalapuram 
7. In Sanskrit: Manjuran 
8. In Urdu: Cowal and 
9. In Arabic: Manjiyore 

* HANGYO bags 2 Gold, 3 Silver and 1 Bronze * 
 
HANGYO bags 2 Gold, 3 Silver and 1 Bronze to it's kitty at the Great Indian Ice Cream and Frozen Dessert 
contest organized by Dupont and Indian Dairy Association at Gurugram. Owners, Deepa Pai and Pradeep G 
Pai and their dedicated team overwhelmed that their 15 years of hard work and relentless efforts are recognised 
and appreciated.  
 

* Ideal Ice Cream bags 8 Awards‐3 Best in India,4 Gold/1Silver in Great Indian 
Ice‐Cream Contest* 
As appeared in The Mangalorean November 18, 2017 issue By Alfie D'Souza, Pics by Astel, Team Mangalorean. ‐  
  
Mangaluru: When it comes to bagging awards in the Ice Cream products, Ideal Ice Cream‐ a Mangaluru City based Ice‐
Cream Company is always on the go‐ and added to its credit even this year, for many years in the row – it has bagged 
eight medals in season six of the Great Indian Ice‐cream and Frozen Dessert competition concluded at Gurugram (earlier 
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known as Gurgaon) on Thursday 17 November 2017. Ideal has continuously been winning awards from the year 2008, 
and this year it has been phenomenon with the company winning more awards than the previous years. And with the 
company slogan ” Milky Way To Your Heart”‐ no doubt that Ideal Ice Cream has reached millions of their customers 
locally, nationally and internationally. And Mangalorean should be proud of this Mangaluru based Ice Cream Company 
bagging awards nationally among other big Ice Cream Companies in India. 
 

* The 50 Safest Cities in the World‐ Mangalore is the only Indian city. * 
As published by The Daily Meal 
Submitted by  
Officially known as Mangaluru, Mangalore is the only city in India to make this list. The safety index of 76.64 should put 
your mind at ease as you explore the city's heritage, which includes rule by the Portuguese and Mysore. 
 

* A Forgotten Son of Mangalore* 
One of Mangalore s greatest sons, Lieutenant Colonel Vaman Raghunath Mirajkar, was born in 1887, after his early 
education in Mangalore, he did his MBBS from Grant Medical College in Bombay in 1913. He later enlisted in the army 
and did his post graduation in Surgery. During World War I he served in France and then Iraq. After the war he also 
served in Afghanistan. In 1924 he went to the UK to do his FRCS.  
 
He came back to India and worked at the Lahore Medical College and retired as Professor of Surgery in 1946. What is 
remarkable and many of my surgeon friends will be astonished to know is ‐ that he was the President of the Association 
of Surgeons in India (ASI) in 1945. Probably the first Mangalorean doctor to head any national medical association.  
 
What is much more important than all this is, that Lt Col Dr VR Mirajkar left us Mangaloreans, a Legacy. A legacy we 
have unfortunately neglected and regretfully ignored. Lt Col Mirajkar donated the bungalow he built, to be used as a 
museum, named after his mother, the Srimanthi Bai Memorial Museum or the Mirajkar Museum is the City s first 
museum.  
 
The museum is situated in Bejai and is a vital link to our City s glorious past. The museum has coins and artefacts 
donated by Colonel Mirajkar, these include sculptures, coins, paintings and weapons from the 16th and 18th century.  
 
Distressingly we have not made use of Col Mirajkar s bequest. We often proclaim our intentions to preserve our culture, 
but how many of us have even visited this museum or motivated anyone to visit? how many even know of its existence?  
 
The museum hardly attracts a dozen visitors a day. Its exhibits lie there‐ forlorn, isolated and ignored by the citizens for 
whom it's meant, while we use every platform, on social media and outside in a cacophony of voices, trumpeting our 
pride and touting our self‐identity and tribal passions towards our civilisation and culture, while conveniently ignoring 
this proud outpost of our origins, an embodiment and essence of our past.  
 
This is an impassioned plea to all of you who’ve read this post and/or shared it, please, please do more, much more, tell 
your friends, tell your friends to tell their friends, tell family, tell everybody you know about this quaint little museum 
and it's narrative about our history.  
 
Next time you go for an outing, take your friends there, or if you live abroad and you’ ve come to your hometown for the 
holidays and you ve planned your annual pilgrimage to 'Pabbas', then, venture a little further, take your kids there, 
spend a little time at Col Mirajkars endowment, learn a little about our magnificent heritage and I assure you, nay, 
guarantee you, that every minute you spend there, every second, will be worth it. 
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Konkani Profile: Actress: Samskruthy Shenoy 
 

Samskruthy	Shenoy	is	a	GSB	actress	who	has	acted	in	
Malayalam,	Telugu,	Tamil	and	Kannada	films.	She	
was	born	in	Kochi	on	November	20th	1998.	She	was	
educated	at	Saraswathi	Vidyanikethan	Public	School	
in	Kochi.	She	has	learned	Bharatnatyam,	
Mohiniyattom	and	western	dance	from	Thandav	
Dance	School.	She	said	that	her	parents	were	initially	
against	the	idea	of	her	becoming	an	actress	but	later	
agreed	as	long	as	her	studies	don't	get	affected.		
	
She	started	her	career	as	a	model	of	Lukmance	Model	
Management	agency.	She	went	on	to	do	modeling	for	
the	Kalyan	Silks	Ad	Sale	jingle	and	an	ad‐film	for	the	
PP	Mall	Mukkam	before	she	landed	the	lead	female	
role	in	the	Telugu	film,	Hrudayam	Ekkadunnadi	
directed	by	debutant	director	Vi	Anand.	Her	maiden	
release,	however,	became	the	Malayalam	film,	My	
Fan	Ramu	in	2013	that	featured	her	in	a	supporting	
role.	She	had	also	been	chosen	to	play	the	lead	role	in	
the	Tamil	film	Kutti	Puli	starring	M.	Sasikumar,	but	
had	to	back	out	from	the	project	due	to	exams	and	

illness	of	her	grandmother.	She	was	chosen	as	the	brand	ambassador	to	launch	the	Amma	Kitex	
Dezire	youth	bags	in	April	2013.		
	
Her	first	release	that	had	her	in	a	starring	role	was	Black	Butterfly	(2013)	directed	by	Rajaputhra	
Ranjith.	She	played	a	Plus	Two	student	named	Aarathy	in	the	film,	who	falls	for	her	neighbour.	
Shenoy,	who	was	13	years	old	when	she	filmed	for	Black	Butterfly,	said	that	it	wasn't	easy	to	play	
a	romantic	character	at	her	age	and	that	she	was	"very	uncomfortable	initially".	The	film	was	
released	on	February	15th,	2013	and	turned	out	to	be	a	commercial	failure,	although	her	
performance	was	received	well	by	critics,	with	The	Hindu's	critic	noting	that	she	was	"a	surprise	
package".	Hrudayam	Ekkadunnadi	in	which	she	played	Nithya,	a	"soft	spoken	service‐oriented	
cool	and	calm	character",	released	a	month	later.		
	
In	2014,	she	was	first	seen	in	Vegam	directed	by	adfilm	maker	Anil	Kumar.	She	later	made	her	
Tamil	film	debut	with	Kaadu,	a	film	based	on	the	subject	of	deforestation	that	saw	her	playing	a	
rural	girl.	Her	Kannada	movie	Happy	Birthday	was	released	in	August	2017	and	received	well	in	
rural	areas.	She	earned	very	good	reviews	for	same.	Among	her	other	films	were	the	
Suseenthiran	production	Vil	Ambu	and	the	musical	love	story	Kanaa	in	Tamil,	Anarkali	directed	
by	Sachi	and	Nikkah	directed	by	newcomer	Azad	Alavil	in	Malayalam.		
	

We	should	all	be	indeed	proud	of	her	achievements	&	wish	her	all	the	best	in	her	future.	Happy 
Birthday to Samskruthy Shenoy (November 20th)   
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Man with a Huge “Negative” Carbon Footprint: Dr. Jayant Baliga 
As published in The Hindu August 21, 2016 issue By Shubashree Desikan 
(submitted by drnmpai@gmail.com) 
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/man-with-a-huge-negative-carbon-
footprint/article9014803.ece#.V7pB3HsqrtU.email 

Dr. Baliga’s invention, the IGBT, helps increase energy efficiency and 
touches our lives daily, be it in cars or refrigerators 
 
Known as the “man with the largest negative carbon footprint in the 
world,” Indian-born American electrical engineer Jayant Baliga is the 
inventor of the insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT), a device that 
enabled the electronics in the now ubiquitous CFL lamp. An alumnus of 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, Dr. Baliga, who won the global 
energy prize in 2015, was in the city last month to preside over the 
convocation of his alma mater and receive an honorary doctorate from the 
institution. 
 
While he has many inventions to his credit, the one that stands head and 
shoulders above the rest is the IGBT, which functions as a kind of 
electronic switch. Tiny giant 
 
A CFL lamp needs such a switch as opposed to a tungsten-based lamp. In 
the latter, energy is lost due to the heating required by the tungsten 
filament. A CFL lamp works through a gas discharge. IGBTs are used to 
generate the gas discharge, which lights up the bulb. The IGBT’s other 
advantage was to allow for electronics to fit into the small volume of the 
base below the gas tube. 
 
The use of electronics helped bring down the size, as well as the cost, of 
CFL lamps. Compared to incandescent bulbs, CFL bulbs improved 
lighting efficiency by 75 per cent. Use of CFL lamps instead of traditional 

lighting, in the last 25 years, has saved the world 73,000 Terawatt-hours of energy and almost 5.7 trillion litres of gas, and 
has helped decrease carbon dioxide emissions by 49.5 billion metric tonnes. 
 
Yet it was not easy for this component to be accepted initially, and there were many sceptics, said Mr. Baliga. “I had to 
convince not only the management at the GE research labs where I worked but even the Chairman of GE Jack Welch. 
After his buy in, I had to execute the design and fabrication of the device in a manufacturing line resulting to product 
availability in less than one year,” he said. General Electric then accepted the technology for a range of small appliances 
(steam irons, space heaters, etc.), major appliances (refrigerators, washing machines, microwave ovens, etc.), air-
conditioning heat pumps, numerical controls for factory automation (robotics), lighting products, and even in their 
medical products (X-ray, CAT, MRI). 
 
Selling a disruptive technology wasn’t easy. Dr Baliga recalls how it turned out that his product came to impact the entire 
portfolio at GE: 
 
“One of the Vice-Presidents at GE was trying to create a new product – adjustable speed motor drive for air-conditioning 
heat pumps. He challenged us at the GE research labs to create a viable technology. In response, I proposed the IGBT and 
informed him of other potential applications within GE.” 
 
The old or traditional motor drives used induction motors and dampers to regulate the output power to loads such as 
compressors in air-conditioners. Dampers waste a lot power as heat, making the efficiency only 50 per cent. The IGBT 
was used to create an adjustable (or variable) frequency power source by using pulse-width modulation. In simpler words, 
Dr. Baliga says, “Moving from the traditional motor drive to the one based on IGBT is a paradigm shift – from analogue 
power control to digital power control with a massive increase in efficiency!” 
Company-wide adoption 
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According to the scientist, “The V-P got excited and went all the way to the top and informed Chairman Jack Welch. Jack 
Welch decided to come from his head-office in Connecticut to my labs in Schenectady, New York, to be briefed on this 
innovation that would impact the entire portfolio of products at GE.” Dr. Baliga says a 30-minute presentation convinced 
Mr. Welch. “His reaction was to support my proposed development and commercialization effort. But he embargoed any 
release of information on the IGBT so that GE could exploit it for its products. This prevented my scientific publications 
on the IGBT for several years.” 
 
His advice to inventors and entrepreneurs is to get to understand the applications of the innovation. “Only then can it be 
marketed successfully. It is important to understand the complexities of manufacturing the invention to get it to the 
marketplace quickly,” he said. 
 
All this happened in the 1970s and 1980s, when venture capital activity in North Carolina was very small when compared 
with the Silicon Valley. He recalls, “In the 1970s, and 1980s, I worked for a large company (GE) to bring my ideas to the 
market. In 2000, I began to create start-up companies in North Carolina. Seed funds were available to get the companies 
going. But even after demonstrating that my ideas worked, it was difficult to get the larger amount of funds to grow my 
company. So, we ended up with a successful exit by having the companies acquired.” 
4 start-ups 
Dr. Baliga has been successful in founding four start-ups. “Silicon Wireless Corp created a revolutionary super-linear 
power RF MOSFET for use in cellular base stations. The company grew to 42 employees and was acquired by Fairchild.” 
Another one, Silicon Semiconductor Corp was started to commercialise his silicon chip set for powering microprocessors 
inside laptops and servers. This company’s technology was licensed for production by Linear Technologies Inc. A third 
start-up Micro-Ohm Corp was begun to create a revolutionary TMBS rectifier used in solar panels and power supplies. It 
was licensed to Vishay-Siliconix and became their most successful new rectifier product in 25 years, he said. “Giant 
Semiconductor Corp was created to commercialize my GD-MOSFET technology. This technology was licensed to Alpha 
and Omega Corp and is also made now by Infineon, Fairchild, and other companies for automotive electronics.” 
 
Dr. Baliga’s 1979 theory relating properties of semiconductors to the performance of power devices resulted in an 
equation named Baliga’s figure of merit (BFOM). This led to a comparison among semiconductor materials – Silicon, 
Gallium Arsenide and Silicon Carbide. “This predicted 13.7x enhanced performance by replacing Silicon with Gallium 
Arsenide which I demonstrated at GE in the 1980s. It predicted 200x enhanced performance by replacing Silicon with 
Silicon Carbide which I successfully demonstrated at my PSRC labs in North Carolina.” 
 
A recent update regarding Dr. Baliga’s recent work on wide band gap semiconductor based power devices. The article 
stops with his work in the 1990s to create high performance power switches from silicon carbide to replace existing 
silicon devices. In 2015, President Obama granted NCSU a $ 170 Million manufacturing institute called PowerAmerica to 
create the manufacturing infrastructure for this technology in the US and generate high paying jobs. During the last 2 
years, Dr. Baliga has successfully created a process called PRESiCE (Process Engineered for manufacturing SiC 
Electronic devices) while working in this program. This is now serving as the “nations” process for manufacturing silicon 
carbide power devices at a foundry (X-Fab) located in Texas. These SiC devices are now being used in solar inverters and 
servers for cloud computing. They will be used in electric cars within the next few years. He proposed this technology 35 
years ago and worked on demonstrating it in the 1990s. It is nice to see his dreams for this technology finally come true 
even though it has taken such a long time. His silicon IGBT produced a revolutionary change in power electronics in the 
1980s. The silicon carbide power devices are considered to be the next revolutionary advance to power electronics. 
 

Higher Cost of Higher Education and Need for Scholarship 
By: -   Sadanand N. Pai, Cypress, TX 

If you watch on youtube video of 40,000 mid-day meals at the cost of Rs 5 (in Hyderabad), you will see the 
workers working hard from 3.00AM to deliver the meals to hungry people by noon by delivery trucks with the 
message from the ISKCON founder Prabhupada _” nobody within 10KM from our center shall go hungry and 
feeding the hungry is not charity.” The satisfied customer including a Muslim auto rickshaw driver praise Hare 
Krishna for the good job. That was the goal of Prabhupada, that by reciting the name of Hare Krishna people 
will attain salvation.       
Similarly, in 2010 Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund (VKSSF) was established with the goal of “No 
Konkani child be deprived of higher education due to lack of means” by eminent philanthropists like T. V 
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Mohandas Pai of Infosys, Dr Ranjan Pai, Dr P. Dayananda Pai and host of others. The fund distributes nearly 
2000 scholarships at a cost of 20 million rupees a year by awarding  Rs 30,000 to Engineering and Rs 40,000 to 
MBBS Students. This is a significant development compared to other scholarship leagues awarding 5000 to 
6000 for engineering and MBBS degree students. I am glad to note our own Vasanth Bhat was also one of the 
early donor to VKSSF.  
 
This year some Engineering colleges like VJTI, IIT Powai etc. have raised their tuition to Rs 70,000 per annum. 
I realized that when cost of higher education is going up astronomically, it may be necessary to establish a full 
scholarship to help any economically challenged Konkani student. I was hesitant whether there will be any 
candidate to receive such scholarship. The GSB Scholarship league found a deserving economically challenged 
Konkani student getting admission to NITK, Suratkal. On getting the news of award of full scholarship, his 
parents thanked the league profusely, as they could not raise required tuition of Rs 70,000 from several sources 
and even had to pawn their belongings. They even told that when they could afford, they will return the full 
amount to the league so that one more student will get the benefit.   No parent should face such situation to 
provide higher education to their deserving children. The league told me that some more donors have come 
forward to award full scholarship. I hope more such donors will come forward in coming years, as it is only 
paying back to the society the benefit we received so far to improve our life. 
 

Fascinating Article on Konkani 
From: Vineet Nayak, Edison, NJ 

A fascinating article about Konkani Language. Do read it - I learned things about our language I never knew 
before! 
 
Excerpts: 
"Even amidst the babel of the Census of India’s 122 major languages, Konkani stands out as unique. Its 
undisputed homeland is Goa, but four times as many native speakers live outside the state. It is the only language 
in the world in everyday use in five different scripts: Devanagiri, Malayalam, Kannada, Arabic and Latin (aka 
Romi)." 
 
"The Konkani diaspora is highly distinctive, including, variously, the fathers of the current prime ministers of 
both Ireland and Portugal, three members of parliament in the UK, the 2016 winner of the prestigious 
Sprakprisen prize for excellence in Norwegian prose, and at least 40,000 “Kokni” Muslims, who have lived for a 
century in South Africa’s Cape Town." 
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/AJVHke7VvvvVPerV1jv8WO/Konkani-a-language-in-crisis.html  
  Konkani: a language in crisis - Livemint 
www.livemint.com 
The only language in the world in use in five different scripts—even in the babel of India’s 122 major languages, 
Konkani is unique. But does it have a future? 

Konkani Calendar 

Januray 2018 February 2018 March 2018 
1st Poornami 3rd Sankashta Chathurthi 1st Holi 
4th Sankashta Chathurthi 3rd HAAS Satyanarayana Pooja 4th Sankashta Chathurthi 
13th Makara Sankranthi 12th Kumba Sankranthi 14th Meena Sankranthi 
16th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 13th Maha Shivaratri 17th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 
23rd Ratha Saptami 15th Amavasya (Dark Moon) 18th Ugadi – New Year Day 
27th Yekadashi  25th Shri Rama Navami 
31st Poornami  27th Yekadashi 
  31st Shri Hanuman Jayanthi 
   
Khabbar thanks  My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham, NC and Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Waukesha, WI  
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My Sincere Thanks To …….. 
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar.  Monetary means is one of them.  The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the 
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar.  This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you ..... 
 

Names Amount, $ 
Pradeep & Geetha Bhandarkar, Bloomfield Hills, MI 100.00 
Venkatrao & Vasanti Pai, Stamford, CT 51.00 
Govind & Pratibha Boloor, Houston, TX 92.00 
Ravi & Sharda Shenoy, Montville, NJ 50.00 
Nityanand & Sulatha Prabhu, College Point, NY 100.00 
Sunil & Sandhya Shenoy, Spring, TX 50.00 
Suren & Vidya Kamath, San Antonio, TX 50.00 
  

Statement of Accounts 
Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 

Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XL No. 3 4,085.00  
Money Received:   
Subscriptions (24) and donations 768.00  
Interest 2.00  
Sub Total: 770.00  
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XL No. 3):   
Printing- Khabbar (285) - 20 pages  408.70 
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (254)  180.34 
Mailing Canada Khabbar (7 )  8.05 
Overseas (20)  60.00 
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.  397.91 
Sub Total:  1,055.00 
Final Balance: 3,800.00  
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time. 
 

Kwiz 
The last quarter’s quiz: 
In this Konkani family, Shruti's daughter Arshika need to be picked from the school every other day. Shruti asks one 
of her colleagues to pick her from school. Shruti devised a password mechanism to confirm that Arshika goes with 
the correct person only. 
The password on Monday was   SAM16. 
The password on Wednesday was  RSW39. 
What will be the password for Friday? 
Answer: TIF56 (T - 5th letter from Shruti, I - 5th letter from Arshika, F – Friday, 5 - 5th day of the week and 6 - Number of letters in 
Friday)!
The following gave the right answers: 
Vindya Bhat, New York, NY 
Praveen Kamath, Centreville, VA 

Govind Kamath, Austin, TX 
 

This Kwarter’s Kwiz 
By “Vasanthmaam” 

Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter.  If you can solve this correctly, send it to 
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue if your subscription is current. 
 
If abc+abc+abc = bbb, can you find the value of a, b and c? 

____ 
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NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Quarterly Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Namaskaru.  
 
The NAKA board is still actively looking for a host city to hold the next Konkani Sammelan in July 2020. We 
are meeting on a monthly basis to see how NAKA can play a bigger role in helping the Konkani community in 
NA. Our first initiative, a new Webiste http://www.mynaka.org is up and running with basic information. We 
are planning to add more services and also make it more interactive so our community can participate and get 
involved with the NA Konkani community at large. 
 
I am glad to hear that the Konkani families affected by Hurricane Harvey in Houston were lent a helping hand 
by the HAAS. Our heartfelt thanks to Mrs. Jayanthi Nayak and all the members who stepped in to help their 
fellow Konkani families during the time of need. 
 
Ramesh Kamath (IT infrastructure): president@mynaka.org  
Ajay Rao (NAKA Endowment): vp@mynaka.org  
Damodar Baliga (Treasurer): treasurer@mynaka.org  
Promod Mavinkurve (Membership): executive@mynaka.org  
Sudha Shenoy (Cultural): secretary@mynaka.org 
  
I am very hopeful that you will come forward to lend your hand to help us go thru this journey together. 
 
All the financial dealing of NAKA has been transparent and here’s the statement for this quarter: 

 
NAKA - Statement Of Accounts 

Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $ 
8/31/17 Balance from last report 190,795.41  
11/30/17 Interest for the quarter 8.22  
 Final Balance: 190,803.63  

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA 
 

Devu Baren koro 
Ramesh Kamath President@mynaka.org http://www.mynaka.org  
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc. 

43 Spray Court Bayport, NY 11705 
(631) 472-1418 

www.Konkanicf.org  
Email: contact@konkanicf.org  

Registered Charity under 501 (3)(c) 
EIN # 90-0482868 

APPEAL 
December 6, 2017 	

President: 
Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Mrs. Veena Kamath 
 
 
Directors: 
 

The Stock market  is up, American GDP  is growing at a  record pace, Unemployment  is at 
lowest level in years, Economic picture looks very rosy, we sincerely request you to share a 
fraction  of  your  wealth  with  Impoverished  &  Unfortunate  Konkanis  in  India. 
 
 Konkani Charitable Fund’s mission  is  to  support and assist orphanages, old age homes  in 
India, provide educational scholarships for impoverished and deserving Konkani students to 
complete  their higher education. To  fulfill  this endeavor, we need  continued  support and 
donations by generous patrons like you.  We hope that you will be able to contribute to one 
or more  of  the many  charitable  causes  and  experience  firsthand  the  pride  and  pleasure 
derived from supporting these noble causes.  
 
With your help Konkani Charitable Fund raised over $ 285,000 last year for Konkani Charities 
in India. Some compelling reasons for contributing to Konkani Charitable Fund: 
 1.  KCF  is  dedicated  to  perform  humanitarian  work  to  benefit  needy  Konkanis  and 
organizations. 
2. KCF is an approved 501 (3) (C) charitable organization by the IRS, and all donations to KCF 
qualify for tax deductions. 
3. KCF allows you to direct your donation to a specific charitable organization of your choice 
within the KCF approved list. 
4. KCF is managed solely by volunteers; hence 100% of your donation goes to charity 
5. An Anonymous donor is donating to KCF $100,000 each year for last seven years. Most of 
our donors are repeat donors because they appreciate our Mission, Dedication & Work. 
 
And above all, Charity improves your sense of wellbeing and strengthens your spiritual life. 
Many corporations offer matching gift programs. Please inquire with your employer's human 
resources  department  to  find  out  if  your  company  has  a matching  gift  program  so  as  to 
double your donation.  
 
 You can help us by buying online at Smile.Amazon.com. Register once and every time you 
buy merchandize on Smile.Amazon.com worth $ 100, Amazon will donate 50 cents to KCF. 
 
Contact KCF at gabhandarkar@gmail.com to become a part of KCF and a beacon of hope. 
 P.S. Please send in your checks to KONKANI CHARITABLE FUND 43 Spray Court, Bayport, 
NY 11705.or Donate via Pay Pal at our Website.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call President of KCF Gopal Bhandarkar at (631) 472 ¬1418. 
 
The most  important  thing  in  life  is  not  how much  you  have,  but  how much  you  gave!   
Remember you cannot take it with you! 

Devu Baren Koro 
KCF Board of Directors 

Website: www.konkanicf.org  

Dr. Surendra Shenoy 
Mr. Ravi Shenoy 
Dr. Vijaykumar Rao 
Mrs. Aruna Acharya 
Dr. Vasudev Shenoy 
 
Founder/Director: 
Mr. Ramesh Kamath 
 
 
Emeritus Directors: 
Mr. Ravi Baliga 
Mr. Ashok Bhatt 
Dr. Ganesh Bhat 
Mr. Ananth Prabhu 
Prof. Vinayak Kudva 
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Klassified 
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers.  Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America.  The advertisement rates are: 
   Matrimonial (5 Lines) 1/4 Page  1/2 Page  Full Page 
Subscribers            $15.00     $25.00   $45.00   $85.00 
Non-Subscribers  $25.00   $45.00   $85.00   $160.00 
Non Konkani  $50.00   $90.00   $170.00   $320.00 
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay 
anonymous by using Khabbar reference. 
WANTED:  
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be 
published in Khabbar.  Share your news with fellow Konkanis.  Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, 
TX77566-0222. Email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping 
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan 
Scholarships.  Send your generous contributions to: American 
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321 
 

KONKANI CHARITIES 
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps 
in India.  Send your donations to:    Saraswat Foundation 
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067 

 
F O R  S A L E 

2012Sammelan DVD set, which includes 9 DVD's, is on 
clearance sale. Send us $20, which includes shipping and 
handling, and you can have this memorable event DVD set for 
your collection. If interested, please send the check payable to 
NAKA and mail to: 
Gopal Bhandarkar M.D. 43 Spray Court, Bayport, NY 11705 
 

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 
The soirika magazine edition (http://www.soirika.com) has 
been named as SAMBHANDU and will be done by: 
 Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi Math, # 14, 
Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram, Bangalore 560 055 
 

 
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE 

As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath 
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact: B.S. Kamath, 
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, HariShanker Joshi 
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068 

Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392 
 

FREE DOWNLOAD 
Free PDF download of Journey of a Konkani family, a book 
published by Ajjalkani Books, is now available from Dropbox 
at www.journeyofakonkanifamily.com  

Shri LaxmiVenkateshayaNamah 
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest 

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, 
SudarshanaHoma&PavamanaHoma, Hindu weddings, 
Upanayanam, Naming ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, 

Bhagavath Katha, etc., ShanthiPaatha/Homa, Housewarming, 
Religious class – stotra’ssamskith etc., 

Shradha/AparaSamskara (last rituals), Astrological 
consultation by phone and in person 

Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, GaneshaNavagraha 
Satyanarayan Puja & other services 

Puja/Homa services offered at the patron’s/priest residence.  
2031 Mount Vernon Drive, Waukesha, WI 53186 

(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell) 
www.puja123.com     Email : rvbhat1958@gmail.com 

 
A P E A L 

A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization 
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and 
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative 
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of 
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of 
Income Tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate 
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the 
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to 
Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur. The donors in USA can 
help us directly or indirectly thru KCF, 43 Spray Court, 
Bayport, NY 11705, to build this Palliative Care Centre. 
Please, visit our website: www.oldagehome-india.org 
 

FREE 
(For North American patrons only) First come first served 
Novels in English & Kannada by renowned Konkani author. 
If interested, email: khabbar@hotmail.com 

 

 


