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Khabbar Follies
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a
Konkani point of view. The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind thatKhabbar is a part & parcel
of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has
developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families
and here are some examples of those close encounters of a
different kind….……
--------------------------------------------------------------------------The Khabbar is probably the most important quarterly
newsletter in North America.
The mailing list is equally important. The recent Sammelan
proved that it is always nice to have the mailing list as current
as possible. With that in mind, the Advisory Committee of
Khabbar felt that it will be nice to mail this issue of Khabbar
to one and all in the latest Khabbar list. Bear in mind, this list
the revised to reflect the latest addresses captured during the

KS-2012. Even though KS-2012 used the Khabbar mailing list
to contact North American Konkanis, I do see quite a few
names that were not in the original list. Also, quite a few
people have moved since the last Khabbar List was updated in
end of 2011.
Anyway, if you get this issue of Khabbar via US Mail, then,
your name and address is in the Khabbar Mailing List. If you
do not want to be in the Khabbar List, let me know and I‟ll
make sure you are “de-khabbarized”.
Please note that the Khabbar mailing list will never be used
for commercial purposes!
*****

SUBSCRIPTION FORM:
Dear Konkani family,
It is time to renew your subscription for 2012.The numbers on the mailing label clearly
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2010.Please, note that
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging
on to eKhabbar.com.
If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at
$15.00/yr. Please, don't pay for future years!
Fill the form below and send your
subscription with a check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX775660222. (Canadian Konkanis please pay cash or MO in US$)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________________________________________________________ ___
Email ID:

_____________________________________________________________________________

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name
Boy/Girl
d.o.b.
Hobby/Interest
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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EDITORIAL
Dear Konkani family,
I hope all is well with you and your
family.
What a sammelan! The 1,815 Konkanis
from all around the world had one of the
best times of their lives attending the 2012
Sammelan. Dr. Bhandarkar and his team
KS-2012 delivered the fun times to one
and all. Read all about it in this issue.
To celebrate this great event of 2012, the
Advisory committee of Khabbar has
advised me to mail this issue of Khabbar
to all the people in the Khabbar mailing
list. This will also let you know that you
are in the Khabbar mailing list. Please, let
me know if you want to be removed from
the list.
The Khabbar Mailing List is a prized
possession of our community and please
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send names
and addresses of Konkani families that are
not in the list to P. O. Box 222, Lake
Jackson, TX 77566-0222, or email
khabbar@hotmail.com and rest be assured
that I‟ll “Khabbarize” them!
The after effects of KS-2012 is great.
Already the youth are planning Konkani
Youth Convention in LA area in 2013.
Please, help our youngsters who are trying
hard to maintain our culture here in North
America.
Also, based on the philanthropic ideas
discussed during KS-2012, quite a few
people came up with ideas to help our
community. This is really an encouraging
sign and I hope we as a community can be
a strong base here in North America to
help our needy.

The newly re-organized North American
Konkani Association (NAKA)is already
busy in making NAKA a viable
organization in North America. Your help
is needed here. Please, help them to make
our community strong here in North
America. Khabbarwill publish all the
developments and progress made by
NAKA on an on-going basis.
Khabbar will also publish progress made
by Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF)on a
regular basis.The response to KCF at KS2012 was very encouraging. The team
KCF needs all our help to help our folks
anywhere in the world.
The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in
your area who send in the hoon Khabbars
on a regular basis are doing an outstanding
job. Remember, if it did not appear in
Khabbar, then it did not happen in
North America! If your area is not
represented wholly, let me know and I'll
recruit more volunteers. You can send the
news
items
via
email
(khabbar@hotmail.com).
On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still
remained as a champ. What a pity,
onlyfour peoplewere able to solve last
quarter‟s quiz! Let us see how you will do
with this quarter‟s quiz.
The progress of the ambitious project,
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas Ani
Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks to
Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has devised
a method wherein families wanting to help
Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti Pratistan
can do so with relative ease! Call him at
(702)-341-6706
or
email:
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bastishenoy@gmail.com if interested to
extend your help for this worthy cause.
Indeed, the Kendra has become a center of
attraction and I urge all North American
Konkanis to visit the Kendra to see what
way they can benefit from this. Also, see
in what way we can help our brethren who
are doing an outstanding job in preserving
our culture.
Khabbarwill always publish appeals for
charity free of charge but cannot collect
money on behalf of any charity. Families
are encouraged to send the money directly
to the concerned charities or thru KCF if
approved by KCF.
Khabbar firmly
believes in helping our people whether it is
in India or here. Here‟s a link to all the
appeals I gotten so far:
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.
htm
On the sad note, I have to mention the
untimely death of my good friend, Mr.
Arun Manelkar of Edison, NJ. He will be
missed by one and all. He was a champion
for Konkani causes and a great supporter
of Khabbar.
I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from
this world will materialize soon. Hope
Peace & Tranquility will prevail.
Have a great and safe Fall. Happy Diwali
to you all.

Devu Boren Karo.
Vasanth
Honorary Editor

A Thank you note to all the out of
town Volunteers from the
President of Sammelan 2012
On behalf of the Executive Committee & Chairs of all the Committees
of the Konkani Sammelan 2012, I wish to thank all those volunteers
who stepped forward to volunteer their services during Sammelan.
The overwhelming support and hard work of these volunteers was
responsible for an enjoyable Sammelan. Special thanks to the
Volunteers who served food to over 1800 attendees with a smile &
chose to eat last. Their sacrifice ensured that meal times at the
Sammelan were punctual & well organized. This generous act
portrays the true Konkani spirit of camaraderie and selfless service.
Kindly condone our inability to thank each of you in person and
accept this as a token of our appreciation and love.

Dev Baren Koro

Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar
President
Konkani Sammelan 2012
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Hoon Khabbar
Congratulations:
Having finished his first year of Law
at Cardozo School, NY, ANEIL
KOCHIKAR PAI was awarded a
fellowship to do internship in the area
of Intellectual Property in the
international arena. Accordingly, he is
currently doing summer internship in
the IP area at the prestigious law firm
of Amarchand Mangaldas in Parel,
Mumbai. Aneil has also been selected
to work in the Cardozo Criminial
Clinic, pro bono, to work on cases
where innocents may be wrongly
convicted. Aneil has also been
admitted to the Cardozo Law Review.
AMAR
KOCHIKAR
PAIwas
recently promoted to the position of
Managing Director of the German
subsidiary of Avaya Communications.
It is the largest international
operations of the US based
Communications
giant.
Amar
currently resides in Frankfurt,
Germany.
Mr. PANKAJ DHUME was elected
as the President of the Indo-American
Chamber of Commerce of Greater
Houston (IACCGH) for 2013 by its
Board of Directors and publicly
announced at its annual gala on
August 25th. Pankaj has served in the
capacity of Director & Director-atlarge of the Chamber from 1999.
While he lived in Pune, India, he also
served as the Chairman of the Indo
American Chamber of Commerce of
Pune in 2009. Pankaj and his wife
Asha are actively involved in the
community where they live. They
lived in India from 2001 to 2010 and
are now settled in Sugar Land a
suburb of Houston, Texas.
SANDESH BHAT of Acton, MA has
been promoted to head-up IBM
software group in India on a 2 year
international assignment, based out of
their HQ in Bangalore.
ANJALI, d/o Arvind& Anastasia Pai
of Rockaway, NJ won 1st place in
Long Jump at the USATF Northeast
Youth Indoor Championship meet
earlier this year. With a jump of 16
feet, 04.06 inches she broke the

USATF Northeast Zone indoor record
for Youth Girls (13 - 14 yrs.) and
qualified for USATF Youth Nationals
Indoor Championship meet. Although
she did not jump her personal best, she
got 2nd place in Long Jump at the
Indoor National Championship meet.
Anjali has had a very successful
indoor and outdoor track season this
year. The Rockaway Pai‟s are very
proud of her and look forward to
another successful Track & Field
season.

School as a salutatorian with 4.39
GPA in June 2012. She is a recipient
of Regent's Scholarship and will be
pursuing Biology and Psychology in
her undergraduate
program at
University of California, Berkeley.

Konkani Graduates:

AJIT, s/o Drs. Ramdas & Sudha Pai
of Redlands, CA, graduated from
Redlands High School in June 2012
and has joined University of Redlands
in Redlands, CA with merit
scholarship. Over the last 4 years he
volunteered in research at Loma Linda
University School of Medicine in
California resulting in several
published research papers and book
chapters.

SAMEER, s/o Deepak &SheilaKini
of Westford, MA, graduated, with
honors, from Westford Academy.
Sameer was awarded the Forty
Memorial
scholarship
for
his
academic excellence. He will attend
Rice University in Houston, TX this
fall.
In medical school VINAY, s/o
Venkatrao & Prabha Pai of Danville,
CA was selected and commissioned
into
the
Health
Professional
Scholarship Program with the US
Army. Upon graduation from UMKC
in 2008, he was promoted to Captain
(CPT) then completed a transitional
year internship at Madigan Army
Medical Center, WA. Since then he
has served in a variety of assignments
and operations around the world with
awards to include the Army
Commendation Medal (ARCOM); the
Lieutenant General (LTG, 3-star)
William Webster coin, the Special
Troops Battalion coin for clinical
excellence and maintaining medical
readiness of his troops; and two Army
Achievement Medals (AAM) for
dedication to medical excellence and
for medical support in an operation for
a deployed environment.
His time with US Army will terminate
in Oct 2012. He is excited to begin his
civilian life with a Diagnostic
Radiology Residency program with
Jackson Memorial Hospital/University
of Miami in FL starting in July 2013.
NIVEDITA, d/o Indira and late
Prakash Keshav of Simi Valley, CA,
graduated from Santa Susana High
Khabbar XXXV No. 3 Page: 5

RUSHEEL, s/of Sudhakar & Mithra
Nayak of La Mirada, CA, graduated
from Fairmont Preparatory Academy
on May 31, 2012 and will be joining
the BA/MD program at Northwestern
University in Chicago.

AMOL, s/o Aravind & Beena Shenoy
of Granada Hills, CA, graduated from
University of So. California (USC) in
May 2012 with B.S. in Accounting,
and will begin working at Deloitte and
Touche in the fall.
ALLYSON, d/o Prakash & Lynne
Mallya of Sierra Madre, CA,
graduated
from
Washington
University in St. Louis in May 2012.
Allyson earned a B.A. in Biology with
minors in Finance and Psychology.
She intends to continue on to graduate
school.
ASHIMA, d/o Aravind & Beena
Shenoy of Granada Hills, CA,
graduated from Ross School of
Medicine and has started her
Residency
at
University
of
Connecticut, Hartford.
NITIN, s/o
Deepak & Asha
Ubhayakar of Upland, CA, graduated
from University of Cincinnati, College
of Medicine in Ohio. He has started
his three-year residency in Emergency
Medicine at Jacksonville, FL.

Arangetram:
NIVEDITA KESHAV, d/o Indira and
late Prakash Keshav of Simi Valley,
CA, performed her Bharatanatyam
Arangetram (Solo Dance Production)
on July 14th, 2012 at the Smothers
Theater of Pepperdine University in
Malibu, CA. Nivedita is a disciple of
Guru Padmini Vasan (Padmalaya
School of Dance) in Thousand Oaks,
CA. The beautiful dance performance
was well attended by friends and
family from U.S., Canada, and
Singapore.

Brahmapodesham:
Ashok & Smitha Kamath of Katy, TX
celebrated the brahmopadesham of
their son, Chi VISHAL , grandson of
Sri Venkatesh and late Sharada
Kamath of Kallamundkur and
grandson of Balakrishna & Jaya
Shenoy of Bangalore, on Sunday July
8th 2012 at Sri T. V. Raman Pai Hall
in Mangalore, India at 11:25 am
(Simha Lagnam).
Vivek & Manasi Kolpe of Simi
Valley,
CA,
celebrated
the
Upanayanam (munjhi) of their son,
Chi. VIR on Sunday, May 6, 2012 at
Udupi Krishna Math in Woodland
Hills.
Needless to say, the vatus are busy
doing Sandhyavanadams.

Phone Changes:
The home phone number of the
AMLADIs, Shyam & Meera, of
Malibu, CA has been changed to
(310)-401-3063.

Newly Weds:
Sudhakara & Nalini Rao of Canton,
MI celebrated the marriage of their
daughter, Sow. DIVYA with Chi.
SURAJ, s/o Komal & Pitu Punjabi at
The Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago
in Lemont, IL on Saturday June 23rd
2012. The reception followed the
event at the Marriott at Oak Brook, IL.

& Veena Nayak of Great Meadows,
NJ, on June 9, 2012 in Rancho
Cucamonga, CA.
Chi. VIKRAM, s/o Vinod & Radhika
Hattiangadi of Tustin, CA, married to
Sow. VAISHNOVI, eldest daughter
of Ganapati & Devika Kamat of Apex,
NC on June 24, 2012. The wedding
was a very traditional Konkani
wedding held at Mangalore. The
newlyweds reside in El Segundo,CA.
Chi. Dr. SACHIN, s/o Suresh & Usha
Shenoy of Sugar Land, TX married to
Sow. Dr. GAYATHRI, d/oDrs.
Manjunath & Rita Shenoy of Dubai,
on July 10th2012 in Sugarland, TX.

New Arrival:
LEELA, a baby girl to Sapan &
Devika Shenoy of Monrovia, CA, on
May, 18th 2012. The proud paternal
grandparents are Umesh & Savitha
Shenoy of Karkala and the maternal
grandparents
are
Ramrao
&
Swarnalatha Kamath of Mumbai.
KARTHIK, a 7 lb. 2 oz., 19-3/4” tall,
baby boy to Vikas & Kanthi (Shenoy)
Yalamanchili of Dallas, TX on
Monday June 25th 2012 at 5:49 AM. A
brother to Arjun. The proud maternal
grandparents are Sudhakara &
Prathima Shenoy of Houston, TX and
the proud paternal grandparents are
Murali Prasad & Chaya Yalamanchili
of Dallas, TX.
LILY MEERA, a baby girl to Nihaal
Rao & Deepa Shah of Phoenix, AZ,
on August 11, 2012 in Phoenix, AZ.
The proud paternal grandparents are
Mohan & Suman Rao of Litchfield
Park, AZ, and the maternal
grandparents are Kirti &Bharati Shah
of El Centro, CA.
PREESHA, a baby girl toSharad &
Ruchi Mallya of New Providence, NJ
on WednesdaySep 5, 2012.A sister to
Karthik. The proud grand parents are
Sudhakar & Nandini Mallya of
Wanaque, NJ.

Sow. PRIYA, d/o Jagdish & Jothi
Gangolly of Claremont, CA married to
Chi. AJAY, s/o Ammunje Sadanand

KONKANI HAPPENINGS
The Konkani Association of Northern California (KAOCA)
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Obituary:
Prof. SANJEEVA R. NAYAK (81)
of East Quoque, NY passed away
peacefully in house on 5-31-2012 (3
O‟clock). He came to Washington
D.C., for his Doctorate in Politics in
the year 1962 where he met Jeeta
Nayak and married same year. He is
survived by his wife, Jeeta Nayak,
Sons - Sunil Nayak, Sudhir Nayak and
widowed daughter-in-law Bekky
Nayak and three grandchildren. He
had retired as Prof. of Politics from
South Hampton Campus. During his
tenure he helped many students who
became Mayors, Policemen and
Politicians with whom he was closely
in contact.
He was born in Hangarkatta, just north
of Udupi.
Smt. KRISHMABAI HARIDAS
(87), wife of late Gurunath Haridas,
mother of Indira Keshav of Simi
Valley, CA, passed away peacefully
on June 20th, 2012 in Bangalore. She
is survived by four children and their
families.
ARUN MANELKAR (56) passed
away peacefully on Friday June 29th
2012 in Edison, NJ. Khabbar sends
heartfelt condolences to his wife
Sheela and family of Edison, NJ,
brother Nitin Manelkar & family of
Mesa, AZ
GOURISHANKAR
HIKRAMANE,husband of Nirmala,
father of Sucheta Hattiangadi of Vista,
CA, passed away peacefully on June
30th, 2012 in Mumbai. He is survived
by his wife, daughter Sucheta, son-inlaw, Bipin and grandson, Rishi, and
his siblings and their families.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to the family.
Smt. PADMAVATHI SHENOY
(93) passed away peacefully in
Mangalore on August 12, 2012.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to her son in law Ramachandra Prabhu
& family of East Elmhurst, NY.
******

Sports Day: KAOCA members had a hectic schedule this summer. Beginning with Sports Day on June 3rd, 2012. Almost 100
people turned up for the KAOCA Sports Day at the Warm Springs Community Center in Fremont, CA. KAOCA Sports Day is an
extravaganza of sports (carom, table tennis, chess and cards), karaoke, cooking contest and finally bingo. Members also enjoyed a
robust round of karaoke which was well represented by kids, and adults with a medley of English, Hindi and Kannada songs.
Everyone got to exercise their taste buds when the food cooked by our own expert KAOCA cooks was unveiled. Judges were
randomly chosen from the members to keep the judging fair and free from bias. The evening ended with an energetic round of bingo.
Sammelan participation: In the last week of June more than 20 KAOCA families participated in the Konkani Sammelan in Edison, NJ.
It was the largest contingent apart from the host contingent. KAOCA members volunteered, judged events, participated in a variety of
events (2 plays, Konkani speeches, Konkani Idol, Konkani‟s Got Talent, East-West Fusion Jam) making their presence felt. They also
won a variety of prizes in many of these events. KAOCA‟s Konkani Sammelan 2008 organizing Committee also received honors for
the team award for organizing most successful Konkani Sammelan 2008. The team dedicated this award to the memory of Late Shyam
Taggarse.
Mahalaxmi Shenoy Concert: After performing to rave reviews at the Konkani Sammelan followed by successful
performances in Boston, Pittsburgh, and other places, KAOCA hosted „Surmani‟ Mahalaxmi Shenoy at the Sai Parivaar Auditorium in
Milpitas, CA on June 11, 2012. She regaled the audience with her own style of Konkani bhajans, Marathi abhang, classical songs and
semi-classical devotional songs which are her genre. Her performance was very well attended and appreciated by all.

KAOCA Summer Picnic: KAOCA members in full strength (almost 200 people) attended the KAOCA Summer picnic at
Central Park in Santa Clara, CA on June 18th, 2012. The weather Gods blessed the event with wonderful California weather that day.
The activities began with wonderful snacks, and barbecue. This was followed by an amazing lunch. Panak during snacks and Jal Jeera
with lunch added punch to the meals. Evening snacks with tea and coffee provided a true summer picnic experience.
In the meantime, after snacks, the players set up a volleyball court and there were several rounds of a spirited men‟s volleyball
contest. A women‟s throwball contest after lunch drew huge participation. This was followed by a series of sport event for kids and
adults including 3 legged race, and spoon-lemon race(s) for various age groups.
All the above events this summer have been successful due to the tremendous support of the volunteers and keen participation by
KAOCA members. The KAOCA Committee would like to say a big thanks to the volunteers for their immense help with food and
logistics.
Last but not least, Pt. Sri Upendra Bhat (disciple of Pt. Bhimsen Joshi) will be hosted by KAOCA for a concert on October 6th, 2012
at the Cubberley Theatre in Palo Alto, CA.
Contributed by Milind Gokarn, President (KAOCA), San Jose, CA

Bhanap Annual Picnic:
The Saraswat Foundation held their annual Bhanap picnic at Reichler Park in South Brunswick, NJ on Saturday August 4, 2012. The
all-day event included breakfast, lunch and dinner and lots of recreational activities.

Konkani Association of Southern California(KASC)
KASC annual picnic was held on Saturday, Aug. 18th, 2012 at the beautiful Heritage Park, Cerritos. The theme was "Konkani
Olympics". It was a very hot day, and we were relieved that we had a shelter above us, besides a few shady trees, a small pond with
ducks close by and mild cool breeze which kept us cool. With "Konkani Olympics" theme in mind, Rajesh and Deepa Prabhu had
planned to light up an oil-burning Tiki torch and was carried by Mr. & Mrs. Kamath of Mumbai who are visiting their daughter,
Devika. Cultural Secretaries Deepa and Rohan Samsi had arranged many new and interesting games and competitions that kept
everyone entertained and busy. There was good catered food for early dinner with variety of freshly made crispy dosas, idlis, vada,
sambar, fried rice, rasmalai, watermelon etc., before everyone dispersed. Thanks to all volunteers and committee members, especially
Rohan and Deepa Samsi, Rajesh and Deepa Prabhu for coming early and arranging the snacks and games, and Mohini and Mohan
Kamath for reserving the picnic site. We also enjoyed sweet figs and fresh curry leaves to take home, grown at Sridhar(mam) Rao's
garden. We all had a fabulous time.

Houstan Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS)
The HAAS Janmashtami event held at Austin Parkway Hall in Sugar Land, TX on 12th August was a great success! We had a very
good response, and it was nice to see all of you! There was a record number of more than 90 people, including children. This event
was filled with a variety of programs such as bhajans, kids‟ performances, Dahi Hundi, and dandiya.
This year the Janmashtami event was unique since it was almost completely planned and organized by the children and youth.
Nishant Kelkar and Pranav Rao were in charge of the function and Emceed the event. Anisha Kelkar, with some help from Sheila
Prabhu had a full list of adult and children‟s programs planned, which kept everyone entertained for almost one whole hour. The kids
programs were sandwiched between 2 scintillating performances by the adults.
The event started off with the invocation to Lord Krishna by Maya Prabhu. Then Subhiksha Shenoy performed a wonderful dance.
Subhiksha's graceful performance was truly enthralling. Following that were the kids programs. There were lovely dances by
Mahamaya, Sneha and Reim. There was cute song cum dance by Sayali, Natanya and Chaitra who played the Gopikas with Rivan
playing the part of Lord Krishna. This was very aptly choreographed by Anisha. Then there were bhajans by the children. There was
again Mahamaya, then Sneha and Chaitra, and also Gaurav, Varun and Rohan with his sister Neha accompanying him on the
Harmonium. All these programs were very beautiful and this shows the breadth and depth of the talent of our HAAS youngsters!!
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After the kids programs, it was time for the bhajans. Ashwin Bhat, Ramkrishna Prabhu and Suresh Pai along with Maya Prabhu and
Kusum Pai sang beautiful rocking bhajans by Art of Living. They were accompanied by Umesh Baliga on keyboards. It was great to
hear them sing these very entertaining 'rocking ' bhajans !
Now it was time for the traditional Dahi Hundi which all the kids were looking forward to! The kids enjoyed stealing the Dahi &
cheese from the pot, and also eating it, all the while accompanied by a 'Govinda Ala Re' chant sung by Gaurav Nayak.
Lastly the Aarti was performed, followed by the serving of the Prasad, made by Jyoti Nayalkar.
By then everyone was hungry, and it was time for lunch. The mouthwatering menu was catered by Satish Rao, who also very
generously sponsored the lunch. There was rice and Dal with Chana and Kadgi Ghashi and Pineapple Gojju. There was also delicious
Pineapple Sheera. Jyoti Pachi had got a lot of homemade Dahi and Dahi Bhat which was amazingly mouthwatering.
The last event after lunch was the Dandiya. This year, the adults and children had a real blast with the Dandiya Raas as they danced
away to the dandiya music for more than an hour!! The credit goes to the energetic youngsters and the young at heart and also the
kids. All of this fun having been made possible by the sensational music compiled and played by our talented HAAS DJ Gurudutt
Kamath.
This finally brought the Janmashtami celebration to an end. It was so enjoyable, that it will not be forgotten for a while at least !
The HAAS Committee thanks all the people involved in making this event a success. A special thanks to Sujata Mcfadden for her
generous donation. Thanks also to all the participants and their parents for encouraging them to take part. It is great to see such
enthusiasm and joy when so many members take part! Thanks also to all the volunteers who helped set up, clean up, serve food and
manage the sound system. It was wonderful to have you all to help out.
By: Anisha Kelkar

MAHALAXMI CONCERT :
After the splendid performance at the KS-2012, Ms. MAHALAXMI SHENOY, the anchor artist of the KS-2012 toured North
America and gave concerts at the following cities to a record number of fans.
On July 4th at the residence of Guru & Bina Trasi‟s residence (sponsored by Dr. Gopal Bhandarkaras Fund raiser for KS 2012); July
6,7,8 in Boston (hosted by Sudhakar Rao); July 13,14,15 in Connecticut (hosted by Divakar Shenoy); July 20,21,22 in Pittsburgh
(hosted by Dr. Narayan Nayak); July 27,28,29 in Sugar Land (hosted by Suresh Shenoy); August 3,4 in Los Angeles (hosted by Dr.
Ramdas Kamath); August 5th in San Diego (hosted by Arkal Mohan Shenoy) wherePandit Ravi Shanker was in the audience; August
10,11,12 in at San Francisco (hosted by Ravi Baliga); August 17,18,19 in Chicago (hosted by Dr. Vasant Acharya); August 24,25,26
in Salt Lake City (hosted by Gopalkrishna Pai); Aug - Sep 31,1,2 in Houston (hosted by Pushpa Shenoy). More concerts are planned
prior to her return to India

KHABBAR FROM KULAR
By: - Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY
Punar Pratishta of deity Sri Vedavyasa was performed by H.H.Sudheendra Tirtha Swamiji of Sri Kashi Mutt Samsthan at S.V.S.
Temple Car-Street Mangalore on 13-06-2012 Thousands of devotees coming from all parts of India attended the function.
Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy was felicitated with Madhav Manjunath Shanbhag Life time award by Goa Konkani
Akademi at Panaji for his long time Services to Konkani Language, literature, art & culture, folklore.
Team Vishwa Konkani, Sri T.V. Mohandas Pai, Dr. P. Dayanand Pai, Sri Pradeep G. Pai, Sri Venkatesh N. Baliga attended 8th
North American Konkani Convention held at New Jersey on June 29, 30 and 1st July 2012.
1st and 2nd years Recipients of Vishwa Konkani Students Scholarship numbering 406 students were called to Vishwa Konkani
Kendra in 10 batches for Soft Skills, Public Speaking Training etc., under BOTP and KSHAMATA from 12th June 2012 to 31st July
2012.
Centenary of 19th Swamiji of Kashi Mutt Samsthan H.H. Sukratindra Swamiji Deeksha Mahotsav was celebrated at Mangalore S.V.S.
Temple Car street.
Mr. R.V.Deshpande, former Minister Gov. of Karnataka and Chairman (emeritus) Konkani Language & Cultural Foundation has
been nominated to the Board of Trustees of Sri Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthan, Tirupati.
The “KONKANVERTER” was launched at World Konkani centre on 11-08-2012 devised by Mr. Gurudutt Bantwalkar Asst.
Director World Institute of Konkani Language (Research Study) World Konkani Centre. The KONKANVERTER is hailed by
Konkani linguistic, writers, Readers, Scholars world over. The “KONKANVERTER” facilitates conversion of script from one to
another i.e. from Devanagari to Kannada, Roman, and Malayalam and vice versa writers and lovers of Konkani literature from all
parts of the Globe have hailed “KONKANVERTER” as an unifying force for Konkani communities.
Sri RamaKrishna Mutt, Mangalore published translation of Life and Teaching of Swami Vivekananda in Konkani language on 22-082012 at Mangalore. The book was released by Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy. The Translation is done by eminent
writer Mrs. Padma M. Shenoy.
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At Mangalore, distribution of Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Ceremony went very well on 25.08.2012. It was a great event for
Konkani people particularly to Konkani youth and students as Hon. Chief Minister of Karnataka Shri Jagadish Shettar attended the
function to distribute Scholarships the whole heartedly commended the initiative taken by Vishwa Konkani Kendra in general and the
mentor Shri T.V. Mohandas Pai, in particular. The function was also attended by Shri Oscar Fernandes, M.P. who lit the
ceremonial lamp and distributed Scholarships, lauded the initiative of Shri T.V. Mohandas Pai. And he also remembered the services
of all time Konkani greats Late A. Subbarao Pai, Dr. T.M.A. Pai, Shri T.A. Pai, Shri U. Srinivas Mallya and other Konkani leaders for
their services in the fields of Education, Banking, Industry, Medical services and brought name and fame for Konkanis at National and
International level. Shri T.V. Mohandas Pai presented his Key Note address during the function and advised the Konkanis to come
forward to strengthen the Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund which gives Konkani people an opportunity to serve our younger
and upcoming Konkani youths aspiring for higher education.
Engineering and Medical and also other Konkani Students in total
1338, got Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarships for Rs.2.00 Crores during the above ceremony.
Well-known Konkani poet John Baptist Sequeira, popularly known as J B Sequeira passed away on September 6 in Australia. He
was 75. He was the past vice-president of Konkani Bhasha Mandal, Mumbai and had presided over the 18th All-India Konkani
Sahitya Sammelan held at Curchorem in Madgaon, Goa in 2007. JB Sequeira is the Winner of „Sahitya Akademi award‟ (1988), „The
Dr. TMA Pai Foundation Award‟ (1989), „Sandesha Konkani Best Literature Award‟ (2003) and is named „Kaviraj‟ by Kalasagar,
Mumbai and also is associated with many Konkani organizations and institutions.

HISTORY OF SARASWAT MIGRATIONS
To the editor of Khabbar,
Below is an article sent to me by a non Konkani friend, I had sent it to many of my friends everyone liked it, it has generated lot of
interest in many Konkanis in India and also here in US. I do not know the author or anything about the article, except it looked very
interesting, looks authentic, looks like lot of research has gone in, I thought if you can publish lot of other Konkanis can read about
our history. I am sending it to you exactly like I received it. I only wish I knew the author was . Thank you.
Shalini Bhat
sbhat@charter.net
Editor’s Reply:
Thanks. This unedited version will be published in parts

History of Saraswat Migrations (6 of )
Major migration
The Saraswat migrations reached its peak during the second exodus from Goa (in 1560 AD). Many of them came to
Calicut, but were not welcomed by the Ruler Samoothiri of Calicut. So they moved still southwards. The first batch settled
in Cherai, the area between Azheekal and Elankunnapuzha in the Vypeen island. In 1565 AD the idol of Lord Varaha
brought from Goa by the settlers was installed at Cherai. In search of trading opportunities, some moved along the sea
coast and settled in places like Alleppey, Purakkad and Kayamkulam. However, the major concentration was in Cochin
area. They called their place of settlement Gosripuram, which is derived from the word Goapuri. They belonged to the
Madhwa cult and had links with the Kumbakonam mutt. The saraswats settled in Cochin setup temples of their
Kuladevtas.
The social life of GSBs was inseparable from the temples and social exchanges with the locals was limited. Most of the
new GSB settlers in Kerala were very poor. However they managed to get Royal patronage and free land for establishing
their temples. Only a few (who migrated in the first phase, mainly traders in Cochin and Kasargod) were well off. They
took control of the temples and the vast lands associated with it. The poor dispersed further in search of opportunities
and doing petty business like pappad making and cooking. The GSBs thus belonged to 3 classes - businessmen, landlords
and poor.

Venkateswara as presiding deity

Swami Vijayendra Tirtha of Kumbakonam mutt visited Cochin and performed Chaturmasa Vrita among the Gowda
Saraswat Brahmin Community of Cochin. He had a miraculous idol of Venkateswara with him. Upon seeing the radiance
of the idol, the community of Cochin under the leadership of Sri Mala Pai, requested the idol from the Swamiji. He agreed
to hand over the idol in exchange for a heap of gold coins that would immerse the idol (Kanakabhisheka). A rent-free site
was granted by the Prince of Cochin to build a temple. The Gosripuram temple was constructed and this Venkateswara
idol was permanently installed in the Cochin temple as the main deity of Saraswats in 1599 AD. The Pratishtha was
performed by Swami Sudheendra Tirtha, the disciple of Swami Vijayindra Tirtha. This idol has a major role in the events
to come. click for origin of the Venkateswara idol.
Gradually saraswats residing in other parts of Kerala also installed the images of Venkateswara as presiding deity in their
temples.
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Major Events and Activities
In 1627 A.D, Vira Kerala Varma Raja of Cochin gave the Konkanis certain rights and privileges such as exemption from
payment of Purushantharam or succession fee, permission to construct houses with bricks mortar and wood and also to
conduct business from Cochin with foreign countries. This is considered as the magna carta of the Konkani community in
Kerala. After this the Saraswats became supreme in trade and commerce. Again in 1648 A.D, the Raja of Cochin, Vira
Kerala Varma, gave the community the civil and criminal powers to be exercised by them within the well-defined
boundary of their settlement called ‘Sanketam’. The Saraswats could secure all these privileges in Cochin because of their
skill and ability as overseas traders.
During the second half of the 17 Century AD while the Portuguese were dominating Cochin, the Dutch made an
unsuccessful attempt to capture the Fort at Cochin from the Portuguese. The Konkanis who rendered assistance to the
Dutch were tortured by the Portuguese and their houses, markets and temple known as Cochin Tirumala Devaswom were
plundered. The Konkanis left Cochin along with the Venkateswara idol to a place called Udayamperur and remained there
till Jan 1663. When the Portuguese surrendered to the Dutch, the Konkanis came back to Cochin and reconstructed the
Cochin temple. The second Prathistha of Lord Venkatesvara was performed in the reconstructed temple at Cochin during
the year 1719 AD. The consecration took place at the hands of Swami Devendra Tirtha, the sixth pontiff of Sree Kashi
Mutt Samsthan.
While the Konkanies were at Udayamperur where they remained as refugees without shelter, they took a pledge to
spread their habitation in sixteen places, eight in CochinKingdom and eight in Travancore area thereby building sixteen
Tirumala Devaswoms and calling each place a gramam.
According to the Grandavari records in Cochin Archives, the Dutch company had secured in 1663 the privilege of extraterritoriality for the Konkanis and Christians in the Cochin kingdom. The privilege permitted the Konkani and the local
Christian subjects of the Cochin prince for trial of all suits filed by these people or against these people, in the Courts o f
the Dutch Company. They secured this privilege because Konkanis were the people whose help the Dutch needed most
for their commercial transactions, and the local Christians because they were the co-religionists of the Dutch. The
Saraswats competed with the Jaina traders and the Muslim Mopla traders on the West Coast in their overseas trade. The
Europeans especially the Dutch and the Portuguese, who disliked the local Muslims for their close alliance with Arabs who
were the rivals of these Europeans in oceanic trade, maintained special relations with the Saraswats in their commercial
transactions. The Dutch who founded their factory at Cochin and monopolized the trade of the port relied on the
Saraswats for securing goods like pepper, rice, forest products etc.
The Dutch had settled in Cochin at the full tide of Konkani predominance. The Dutch had given them the right to collect
income from Mattancherry and Cherlai, to collect farms and customs of Amaravati and to conduct the affairs of
Mattancherry and Cherlai and of Konkani temples. In the agreement made in 1772 with the Raja of Cochin , the Dutch had
also stipulated that the Raja shall impose no new demand on the Konkanis that they shall have full liberty to complain to
the Dutch Governor, if aggrieved, and that the Raja shall not interfere in any matters of the temple without the
knowledge and consent of the Company.

The story of Kalaga Prabhu
Baba Prabhu was the foremost among the Konkani merchants in Cochin. David Rahabi, a Jew business man and attorney
in Malabar was close friend of the Prabhu and left his son young Ezechiel in charge of the Prabhus who had initiated the
young jew to business. In 1752 Ezechiel Rahabi started partnership business with a prominent merchant Kalaga Prabhu.
Unfortunately for Prabhu, he was indebted to Ezechiel and in 1770, Ezechiel took over a warehouse of Prabhu as part of
payment of the debt without consulting the Prabhu. Kalaga Prabhu then approached the Governor, who ordered the
Ezechiel to return the keys to Prabhu. The keys were returned and Ezechiel kept away from the disputed warehouse till
Ezechiel was dead. On 11-11-1771, a sensational law suit began between the three sons of Ezechiel and Kalaga Prabhu.
Kalaga Prabhu then entered into correspondence with the generals of Hyder Ali with the aim of humiliating the Raja of
Cochin and the Jews of Cochin. The correspondence was detected in time and the Kalaga Prabhu and his son Chorda
Prabhu were caught and exiled for life to Cape of Good Hope. This last known man of a great Konkani family was the first
Indian to settle in South Africa.
Kalaga Prabhu had earlier constructed temple at Cherlai with granite stones. The temple was dedicated to Lord Siva and
worshipped as Vasukewara which was later renamed as Keraleswara. It is believed that the linga of Siva was brought by
Kalaga from the shores of Rameswaram.
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After the exile, the Dutch sold at public auction all properties of Kalaga Prabhu including the Keraleswara temple. The
temple and the property of Kalaga were purchased by one Nagaresa who entrusted the same to the Raja of Cochin.
However, the Raja of Cochin in 1790 handed over the management of the Keraleswara temple to Cochin Tirumala
Devaswom.

Konkani Sammelan 2012 - Insider report
-Vinatha Pai
Henry Kissinger famously said, “The task of a leader is to get his people from where they are to where they
have not been”. Nearly two years ago, one man stepped forward, volunteered and took charge of the Konkani
Sammelan 2012. In doing so, he set in motion a process that would touch, enrich and inspire countless
individuals and change their perspectives forever. The greatest asset of the Konkani Sammelan 2012 is its
unassuming, mild-mannered President, Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar. His quiet reserve and cool countenance belie
his iron will, tenacity and indomitable spirit - traits that have orchestrated the Sammelan success story. Having
assumed charge at short notice, he reached out and built, what is now hailed as the “dream team”. Putting
together a Sammelan is no lean task and requires constancy, determination and team spirit. Realizing the true
value of experience and camaraderie, Dr. Bhandarkar called on his closest friends to join him. Mr. Ravi
Shenoy readily accepted his call to arms and joined as Vice- President of the Sammelan. Complementing the
President‟s leadership skills, Ravi Shenoy proved invaluable with his astute business acumen, exemplary
negotiation skills and unsurpassed energy. Stalwarts of the NAKA board and original proponents of the
Konkani Sammelan, Dr. Vasudev Nayak, Mrs. Nina Padukone and Mr. Damodar Baliga enhanced the
credibility and diversity of the Executive Committee.
Once the Executive team drafted its vision, they reached out to Konkani residents in the Tri -State area. Since
time was a crucial factor, various committees were formed and bifurcated based on volunteer skills, interest and
enthusiasm. It is fairly obvious that having the right people determines the success or failure of any project. So
also, the success of the Konkani Sammelan 2012 hinged on the ability of its leaders to identify and select
individuals who would serve their committees well. With a whisper and a prayer, the organizing committee
watched as eager volunteers and well-wishers joined hands in this combined endeavor.
With continued efforts to garner interest and raise capital - vital ingredients to host a soiree of this magnitude the dream team dreamt big, planned diligently and toiled relentlessly. The tone from the top drove all team
efforts and camaraderie held all volunteer teams in good stead. Backed by more than 60 volunteers and the
Executive committee members, Dr. Bhandarkar pulled out all stops to make this Sammelan incomparable in
scale and volume. Giving credence to the essence and need for a Sammelan, “Patrons of the Sammelan” donors, registered attendees, well-wishers, advertisers and sponsors - joined the bandwagon and generously
gave of themselves. As the number of registrants increased and general euphoria filled the hearts and minds of
all participants, the donations trickled in. The Konkani Sammelan 2012 has created history by organizing the
largest Konkani Sammelan in North America with 1825 delegates!
The Executive Committee and its band of volunteers have spent countless days and devoted innumerable
personal hours in a labor of love. In spite of personal and professional commitments, they espoused the
Sammelan motto, “Connecting Konkanis Heart to Heart, Home Away from Home”. As the hours, days and
months melted away, they connected, consulted, conspired and co-ordinated their efforts in their mutual desire
to deliver a convention par excellence. Keeping budgets and quality in mind, each volunteer strived to procure
the best deals, employ the best people and provide the best experience to all attendees. Contingencies were
discussed, back-up plans were pondered, alternate solutions were debated and exigencies were anticipated due
to the sheer size of the venue and large number of attendees.
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The Konkani Sammelan 2012 was held in Edison, New Jersey from June 29th to July 1st, 2012. This three day
extravaganza saw attendees from India, Canada, Netherlands, Singapore, U.A.E, United Kingdom and Norway.
Adding to the star value and merit of this convention, intellectuals and celebrities from India and USA graced
the occasion. A rousing red carpet welcome set the tone during the reception dinner organized on 29th June,
2012. The anticipatory glow and radiant faces shone bright and clear, matched only by the finery and splendor
of jewels on display. New expectations met old faces, merged with happiness and the outside world ceased to
exist as friends and relatives succumbed to emotion and the inevitable - “Panchadik”. The wonderful ambience
of the venue added to the allure and ecstasy of the entire convention. The spirited and talented team from
“Elegant Affairs” transformed an ordinary convention center into a magical, exquisitely beautiful venue. A
special mention must be made for the sisters Shobha Rao and Sharada Shenoy from “Elegant Affairs” for
their generosity. Their artistry and skill made the Sammelan experience surreal for all attendees. Each day
heralded singularly vibrant visual treats which appeased our aesthetic sensibilities and stimulated our senses.
With magnificent floral designs, intricate tapestry patterns, artistic dining arrangements and wonderfully
synchronized alterations in the overall display, they elicited sighs of delight. Truly remarkable.
As the excited attendees mingled and made merry, the enticing aromas wafting around the venue beckoned and
lured the crowd. The cocktails and appetizers, followed by sumptuous meals aided the rendezvous and
energized the eager crowd. Delicious meals, served at various intervals, were prepared by Chef. Panduranga
Rao with the infrastructure provided by Mr. Sateesh Dasari of Dakshin Restaurant, NJ. The Boloor brothers
provided invaluable assistance in over-seeing the preparation and quality of food as well its timely
transportation. Volunteers of the food committee, Sharada Rao, Shobha Shenoy and Suman Nayak worked
in tandem, under severe duress and seemingly tirelessly to ensure that all attendees enjoyed excellent food.
The opening ceremony held on 30th June, 2012, paved the way for an entertaining, enlightening and enjoyable
experience. The opening dance “Ammi Kon”, written and composed by Shyam Amladi andperformed by more
than 50 dancers, breathed new life into our sense of unity and pride for our cultural heritage. Dr. Bhandarkar‟s
opening speech welcomed the august gathering and officially opened proceedings. Chief Guest of the
Sammelan, Shri. T.V. Mohandas Pai elevated the intellectual and emotional quotient of the audience with his
impassioned speech, exhorting all of us to value our traditions, our language and to give back to the community
by uplifting our brethren in India. The celebrity roster at the Sammelan saw an impressive line-up which
included stalwarts like Padmabhushan Shri Shyam Benegal, Ms.Kalpana Lajmi, Bollywood actress
Amrita Rao, Master Chef Floyd Cardoz, animation pioneer Shri Ram Mohan, founder of IAAC, Ms.
Aroon Shivdasani, Dr. Vijay Balse, Konkani Vidwaan Arun Ubhayakar etc. The entertainment programs
were well conceived and selected after careful evaluation. They showcased, entertained and educated the
audience about culture, cinema, art, cuisine etc. The Entertainment Committee ensured that all programs were
relevant, contemporary and entertaining.
Catering to diverse interests, workshops were organized to address a wide range of topics including
entrepreneurship, creative writing, Hinduism, culture, philanthropy and education. These workshops addressed
and encouraged everyone from the community to expand their horizons, inculcate a love for learning, nurture
and protect our culture at the risk of losing our cultural footprint. It showcased the importance of giving back to
the community, uplift those that are less fortunate and work for the betterment of mankind. The Konkani
Sammelan 2012 is indebted to the following individuals for their time and expertise - T.V Mohandas Pai, Ajit
Prabhu, Ranjit Date, Vinodh Bhat, Krishnanand Nayak, Shobhan Bantwal, Savitri Babulkar, Vanita
Braver, Swami Shantananda, Raghuchandra Bhat, Vinayak Kudva, Sharmila Rao Thakkar, Kalpana
Bhandarkar and Shanthi Gopal Pai.
In order to ensure that our Konkani youth enjoyed their Sammelan experience, various activities were organized
to retain their interest. In collaboration with YMCA, kids‟ camps and games were conducted for children
categorized under various age groups. Stories, fables and imagination are an integral part of childhood and
“Kanyo Time” catered to this childhood necessity. Children also took center stage in various programs and
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cultural events. Music, dance, story- telling, sports, social events etc., will be an indelible part of their
Sammelan memories.
The awards committee felicitated Konkanis of merit who have excelled in their respective fields/professions and
contributed to society through their accomplishments. NAKA awards were presented to Padmabhushan Dr.
Jose Pereira (Konkani Language, Literature & Education), Dr. Jayant Baliga (Technology &
Innovations), Vasanth Bhat (services to the Konkani community in North America), Dr. Mohandas Kini
(gift of vision), Dr. T.M.A Pai (posthumously, for his leadership in Banking & Education). Awards for
excellence were also presented to Kavita Baliga (Music), Dr. Vijay Balse (Performing Arts), Dr. Narayan.
H. Nayak (Visual Arts), Dr. Krishna Shenoy (Research), Dr. Prasad Kadle (Technology), Dr.
Annapoorna Kini (Professional Achievement), Dr. Shyam.J. Kamath (Education), Ms. Priyanka Kamath
(Sports) and Ms. Aishwarya Raja (Outstanding Youth).
Sending the audience into raptures with their mellifluous voices, musical maestros from India and USA drew
applause as well as appreciation from the audience. Mahalaxmi Shenoy, a budding artist from India held the
audience spell bound with her rendition of Bhajans and classical songs. Artists like Shyam Amladi, Sandhya
Sanjana and Namita Kallianpurkar kept up the tempo with alternate music and revived the crowd with their
melodies.
Audio Visuals & lighting was provided by Brijender Singh& his company Event EQ,of Baltimore. With
excellent acoustics, dramatic visuals and surround sound, the Event EQ made the Sammelan experience
exemplary. With best in class LCD screens and speakers set up throughout the venue, it made the music
visceral, personal and vivid. It was exuberant without being rambunctious, dramatic without being theatrical
and vivid without being loud. The superior quality of the audio visuals was easily comparable to some of the
best music concerts in the world.
From registrations, fund raising, finance, publicity, good facilities, hospitality, transportation and
accommodation, medical assistance and communications: many volunteers have toiled behind the scenes,
content to shun the limelight for a greater good. These volunteers have derived immense pleasure from a job
well done and earned their reward through the palpable excitement and joy that was visible throughout the
venue. “Smriti”, the official magazine of the Konkani Sammelan 2012, was released and distributed to all
attendees. With much pride and appreciation, the names and photographs of these wonderful volunteers have
been included in the souvenir. These volunteers and their families truly embody the Sammelan ethos and have
left their indelible mark during this journey.
We are gradually moving towards a society which distances itself from uncompromising traditions and
questionable norms. With expanding borders and open views, we‟ve embraced the global world, its ideologies
and its changing dynamics, refuted claims of social subjugation in favor of intellectual supremacy; even diluted,
to some extent, our religious and cultural practices due to constraints of time and enthusiasm. We are constantly
exploring empty spaces, travel overseas without qualms, mingle and cohabit with people of all races, across
continents. Truly, we are global citizens and we hail ourselves for it. We take great pride in this international
camaraderie, espouse this inclusive, modern and temperate way of life, garner support for it and take our
subsistence to a whole new level. Borders do not bother us; we scoff at whimsical, delusive and fanatical views
and are not afraid to voice our own. Social networking has super ceded social visits and in many cases, become
a foil to our constantly evolving lives. Our peers and the generation preceding us have helped clinch this deal
with a sense of pride and wonder.
The biggest metamorphosis has been in our family setup. Migration for economic and professional
development, increasing trend of nuclear families along with a growing perception of personal
space/independence has led to a „franchise family‟ culture. Far from the homeland, this almost-imperceptible
sense of isolation threatens to eclipse our accomplishments and it gnaws at us. Our growing bouts of nostalgia
and the incessant need to draw parallels with our childhood, our memories from another land, are sure
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indicators that materialistic comforts and professional success are not the only parameters to measure. Only a
sense of belonging, realizing that we are miniature parts of a whole can sustain our sense of self-worth. Through
the continuous machinations of life, the delicate balance of society hangs on our ability as human beings to
collaborate and co-exist. Common ideologies and common code of ethics are necessary to bind us, give us a
measure to weigh our abilities and morals as we gather, disseminate and grow as communities.
Konkani Sammelan‟s truly espouse the values that we cherish. It provides us a platform to connect with
members from the fraternity, sustain our cultural identity and enables us to devise methods to protect our
singular status in society. It empowers us with a sense of belonging and helps the younger generation imbibe
values and admire their roots.. Success of the Konkani Sammelan 2012, is not measured merely by good food or
quality of variety entertainment, nor by the number of attendees and their finery. It is measured by the immense
sense of kinship and pride derived by attendees over three days of revelry. As they walked away from the
venue, many of the attendees made a solemn promise to themselves - “ I will attend all future Konkani
Sammelans ”. That promise, sense of hope and contentment is the defining moment of success of Sammelan
2012.
On the lighter side of KS-2012 (from a special Khabbar correspondent):

1. Of all the bar tenders at KS-2012, one was getting the maximum tips. Then, I realized his entrepreneurial skill. He
had put “Dev Borem Korum” on his tip plate! No wonder, he got the most tips!!
2. During the gala dinner and dance , this reporter noticed that the first lady was quietly watching Gopal mam
dancing the night away on the dance floor. He approached her and asked her to joinher husband at the dance
floor. She mused- “You see I have bad knee; He’s been stressed with KS-2012 since 14 months. Today, he is
really relaxed, because of the success of KS-2012. That’s why he is all out there!”
3. This lady visiting from India needed special diet (brown bread and Soy milk only) and she asked me whether
anything can be done about her diet. A volunteer said that he will do it for her. He went out of his way to bring
this food to this lady. Not only that, he made sure that she would have this special food throughout her stay at
KS-2012. Now, that’s called hospitality. Thanks Anmol Karnad, you deserve a special mention!
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4. On a serious note, the philanthropic topics discussed during the KS-2012 seminars were really heartwarming.
Already several ideas were passed on to concerned Konkani authorities to help our brethren in India. Hope,
these kinds of suggestions keeps flowing.

Konkani Calendar
October 2012
3rd Sankashta Chaturthi
6th Pt Upendra Bhat concert (KAOCA)
14th Amavasya (Dark Moon)
15th Navarathri – Beginning
16th Tula Sankranthi
19th Lalitha Panchami Sharada Pooja
20th KOA Dhandiya
22nd Durgashtami
23rd Ayudha Pooja
24th Vijaya Dashami
25th Yekadashi
29th Poornami

November 2012
2nd Sankashta Chathurthi
12th Naraka Chaturdashi
13th Deepawali
15th Vrishk Sankranthi
17th HAAS Diwali
17thKAO Diwali
23rd Karthika Yekadashi
24th Uthana Dwadashi
26th Vaikuntha Chaturdashi
28th Karthika Poornami

December 2012
1st Sankashta Chaturthi
12th Amavasya (Dark Moon)
15th Dhanu Sankranthi
18th Skanda Shashti
23rd Vaikuntha Yekadashi
24th Mukkoti Dwadashi
27th Poornami

Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai for furnishing the Panchang, My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham, NC and
Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI

My Sincere Thanks To ……..
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar. Monetary means is one of them. The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar. This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you .....

Names

Amount, $
50.00
350.00
101.00
60.00
50.00
50.00
60.00
51.00
101.00
100.00

Vishwanath & Nalini Shenoy, Burlington, Ont
Mohan & Vasumathi Pai, Fresh Meadows, NY
Vasudev & Shobha Shenoy, Houston, TX
Narendra & Sujata Pai, Lewistown, PA
Vijaykumar & Prema Rao, Oak Brook, IL
Sunil & Sandhya Shenoy, Spring, TX
Praveen & Prema Prabhu, Greensboro, NC
Ramachandra & Prabha Malya, Houston, TX
Gopal & Pratibha Bhandarkar, Bayport, NY
Venkatraman & Vaishali Pai, Danville, CA

Statement of Accounts
Description
Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXV No. 2
Money Received:
Subscriptions (53) and donations
Advertisements (2)
Interest
Sub Total:
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXV No. 1):
Printing- Khabbar(360) - 20 pages
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (317 )
Mailing CanadaKhabbar (12 )
Overseas (20)
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.
Sub Total:
Final Balance:
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time.

Kwiz
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Credit, $
4,705.00

Debit, $

1,839.00
50.00
1.00
1,890.00
450.73
206.05
14.04
60.00
449.18
1,180.00
5,430.00

The last quarter’s quiz: Find the smallest area one can obtain making a polygon out of 12 sticks. Hint: Find the lower bound
of the area.
The Answer: As shown below, on a 2-dimensional analysis, lower bound area of a 12-sided polygon will be approximately
zero.(It is a polygon, only if end points are in contact, so included area is just above zero) as shown in the next page.

The following gave the right answers:
Vindya Bhat, Atlanta, GA
Sridharan Raman, Atlanta, GA

Shivdev Ubhayakar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX

This Kwarter’s Kwiz
By “Vasanthmaam”
Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter. If you can solve this correctly, sendit
toKhabbar address to have your name published in thenext issue
This absent minded Konkani bank teller switched the dollars and cents when he cashed my check giving me dollars instead of cents
and cents instead of dollars. After spending five cents, I discovered that I am left with exactly twice as much as my original check!
What was the amount of the check?

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association Update
To All Our North American Konkani Friends:
The North American Konkani Association (NAKA) was formed soon after the first Konkani Sammelan held in New
Jersey in 1996. NAKA was incorporated in 1998 to unify all Konkanis in North America, promote social and cultural
activities, and preserve the Konkani heritage and traditions. With Nina Padukone, Damodar Baliga and Vasanth Bhat
as founding members, NAKA has since been a force in assisting Sammelan host committees – where most of the support
was at an advisory level. Over a decade time, NAKA recruited key people from all the previous Sammelans expanding the
Board membership to seventeen.
On June 29th, 2012, NAKA held a meeting to address the ever-growing needs of the Konkani community in North
America and host elections for a new executive board. Due to the time constraint and limited resources, the seventeenmember Board could not reach out to all Konkanis in North America to hold a general election for a new executive board
and decided to nominate within the board. The election results were: Ravi Baliga from Danville, California - President;
Sadanand Mankikar from Toronto, Canada - Vice President; Suresh Shenoy from Houston, Texas - Treasurer; Sheila
Shenoy Reddy from Las Vegas, Nevada - Secretary; and Ranjit Shiralkar from Dallas, Texas - Executive Board
Member.
Understanding the urgent need for a strong umbrella organization to oversee the social and cultural needs of Konkanis at
large, NAKA plans to provide and generate financial resources for major activities/events such as Sammelans, Youth
Conventions, disaster relief, career growth, etc.; provide networking capabilities for the Konkani community on various
levels; and be an effective and efficient mouthpiece for the Konkani Community of North America on all matters that
affect the betterment of the Community. We have already started working on the logistics of organizing the next
Sammelan! NAKA looks to the community for support as it strives to maintain and create plans to strengthen, unite and
ignite the Konkani community.
Finally, we would like to take this time to formally congratulate the New Jersey Konkani Sammelan Committee. Because
of your dedication, passion and hard work, the convention was an immense success! Not only did the Sammelan provide
diverse and over-the-top programming inclusive of all age groups, the Sammelan was within budget and has plans on
returning all seed money NAKA provided. NAKA commends the New Jersey Sammelan Committee for all its due
diligence in “connecting Konkanis, heart to heart, home away from home.”
Thank you,
Ravi Baliga, President

NAKA Logo Contest!
Creative? Love being Konkani? Artistic?
NAKA needs a logo and we want you to help us create one! This logo will be featured on all NAKA correspondence and
even during all NAKA functions including Sammelans! The logo should reflect the North American Konkani community
- our heritage, diversity and strength.
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Please submit your ideas to northamericakonkaniassociation@gmail.com by October 31st!An independent panel will
judge entries, and the creator of the winning entry will receive a prize of $101! If you require any additional information,
please email us at northamericakonkaniassociation@gmail.com. We look forward to all the submissions!

Konkani Sabha Events for 2012
We take this opportunity to thank you all for the support and your involvement in the Konkani Sabha activities in NJ/NY area during
the past years. During the last few weeks, we have met and put together a plan for 2012, and we would like to share this with you all.
Following are the highlights of the KONKANI SABHA activities for the remainder of the year 2012.
Diwali:
Date: Saturday, November 10th, 2012
Time:3:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Location: Shri Venkateswara Temple Community Center, Bridgewater, NJ 780 Old Farm Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Tel:(908) 725-4477
Cost: Registration and Payment by October 20th - $16 (12 years and older) and $9 (ages 6 to 12) Registration after October 20th and
at the door - $18 (12 years and older) and $11 (ages 6 to 12) Advance Registration and payments will also be accepted at the picnic
Activities: Variety Entertainment, Socialization, Appetizer and Dinner
We once again thank you all for your support. We hope to have continued support and involvement from all of you in the coming
years. We also ask each of you to spread the word to any Konkanis you know. Also visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/
for details and updates.
Thanks and regards,
Office Bearers Konkani Sabha

Konkani Appeals
To:
The Past Beneficiaries
GSB Scholarship League,
Dwarkanath Bhavan,
Katrak Road, ,
Mumbai 400 031
India
Dear All,
GSB Scholarship League has entered into its 100th Year. We are planning the Celebration on the 16th of December 2012. We have
hundreds of our beneficiary scholars in USA, but contacting them has been a Herculean task.. We do not have their mail ids. Letters
written to them are coming back to the League‟s office as the addressee is not traceable We are all aware that this “KHABBAR”
magazine, a friendly magazine is read by all and we want to rejoin the link with all our past scholars through this medium. Please
contact us through our mail id, info@gsbscholarshipleague.org you can also go through our website www.gsbscholarshipleague.org
Please remember that we have been looking for you. We want to establish the precious contact with all our past scholars. Centenary of
such an institution is very rare and valuable to all of us.
With best wishes,
Gita R.Pai, (Trustee, GSB Scholarship League)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

KONKANI YOUTH CONVENTION |2013
LOS | ANGELES
This is an open letter to all Konkanis:
We as the Konkani youth have reached an important crossroad in building upon our past conventions and preserving
what we have for future groups and generations. While we have been given a lot of opportunities growing up here in the
US and other western countries, we don’t want this to have a diminishing effect on staying connected to our Konkani
culture. The goal of these youth conventions has been to preserve and strengthen our cultural bonds in addition to the
lifelong friendships and relationships we build, and the long lasting memories we take away. We are striving to make sure
these conventions aren't merely isolated events, but to help facilitate the coming together of people appreciating an ageold culture and tradition that binds us all together.
Before we talk about the actual convention, I want to speak about the time leading up to the event. Instead of being seen
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as just an annual gathering, we want to inspire our generation to do more during this time. Growing up in North America
has given us the chance to experience so many things we might take for granted, but that kids our age in India can only
dream of. We want to reach out to Konkani-speaking youth in India and create a type of mentorship - perhaps as simple
as pen pals. Many of these kids will never have the chance to leave India, but still aspire to do so and want to know what
life is like in other parts of the world. The least we can do is reach out and let them know about the lives of Konks in this
country, and the levels of success we've reached, helping inspire them. We will work with various organizations in the
area there and build upon past service-based activities that have been involved there. In an increasingly social world,
connecting with others is as easy as simply reaching out.
Many of us will admit to wishing we had done more to learn about Konkani culture apart from eating daalithoi - exploring
the history, the language, etc. We want to be more interactive about this, not just learning about our history through
Google searches and Wikipedia articles. At the KYC we want to bring back the Konklish (Konkani - English) dictionary
that was incredibly popular in the past. We also want the attendees and even those who can't attend to have fun with the
culture and the language. One of the activities we want to put on in the time leading up to the KYC is a short film
competition (Los Angeles is the world's capital of entertainment after all). The subject matter can be about anything, but it
has to incorporate Konkani culture in some form - the food, the language, or the history. Videos will be voted on leading
up to the convention, and a winner will be revealed during the KYC.
Our primary goal for this convention is for everyone to have fun, safely and responsibly. This is a time for old friends to
see each other and reconnect, and to make new friendships that last a lifetime. People from all walks of life come to
enjoy themselves and the city they've traveled to for this. We're a diverse group of people despite having a similar
background, and that's what makes us so great. Because we deal with a smaller group than the regular sammelans, we
can take advantage of the many attractions the city has to offer.
At this convention, we are going to make a big push to attract as many people from all age ranges, especially those who
are in college or have just graduated. Those of us who have started our professional lives and careers are a great
resource to the younger Konks, and this will serve as a great networking opportunity for everyone. We want to get people
to exercise their physical, mental, and even spiritual selves. With all this however comes the reality that these events
have a cost. We are reaching out to the greater Konkani community to garner the support we need. We are not looking
for massive donations (although those are always welcome), but rather the opposite. We are acutely aware of the
financial strain people are under. The last thing anyone wants to hear is another plea for donations. 1But hear this...
All we're asking for is 1500 people to step up and contribute $35 each. That's less than the number of people that
registered for this year's sammelan in New Jersey, yet will amount to so much.
Why $35?
Because it's a reasonable amount, and if just 1500 people donate (that's only 375 people from the west, south,
midwest, and east regions), that puts us over $50,000. We would obviously welcome and appreciate donations
larger than this as well.
Why would we need so much money for just one convention?
We're not doing this just for next year's youth convention. We're doing this to ensure that future conventions have
the necessary funding as well. Any funds not used specifically for this KYC will be earmarked by NAKA as a
standing financial resource for future conventions.
This ties into us doing what we can to change the notion that the sammelans are isolated events. Being a Konkani youth
isn't something that starts and stops for one weekend a year – but rather an ongoing process that continues to connect
and bind us. As long as there are youth, we must ensure there will always be youth conventions.
We would like to end by going back to the beginning. We are at an important turning point when it comes to youth
conventions, not only in the near term, but for years to come. We want to make sure the threat of losing our common
heritage is something that can be deflected or deterred for many years to come, and the greatest tool for doing so is
through the sammelans, both youth and regular.
We humbly ask you to support us through a small tax-deductible donation and help us as we achieve our goals together.
Please be so kind as to visit our donation page at indiegogo.com/kyc2013losangeles for more on how to give to the
2013 Konkani Youth Convention, and for the latest updates please visit our blog at kyc2013la.wordpress.com.
Thank you,
The 2013 Los Angeles Konkani Youth Convention Organization Committee
CONTACT |Amar Bhakta

WEBSITE |kyc2013la.wordpress.com

EMAIL |kyc2013la@gmail.com

Khabbar XXXV No. 3 Page: 18

Khabbar XXXV No. 3 Page: 19

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070
(650) 596-0716
Web Address: Konkanicf.org
7 September 2012
Thanks for your support

Chair Persons:
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath
Email:
Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.org

Vice Chair Persons:
Vinayak & Radha Kudva
Email:
Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org

VP Finance & Secretary:
Ashok & Amita Bhatt
Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf.org
VP Implementation:

Ravi & Asha Baliga
Email: Ravi.Baliga@konkanicf.org

VP Publicity & Fund Raising:
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy
Email:
Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.org

VP Youth:
Ananthkrishna & Sulatha
Prabhu
ananth.prabhu@konkanicf.org

We went to Konkani Sammelan 2012 in New Jersey with the hope of connecting
with Konkani’s of North America. Our goal was very simple - reach out and
explain our mission to those who attended the Sammelan. But the response from
all of you went beyond our expectation. In the short period of three days, you all
donated more than $18,000 in actual contributions excluding pledges for
continued support. For that we want to say “Thank You”.
Hundreds of people came to the booth, talked to us and showed their support. It
confirmed what we always knew of our Konkani friends – They have a heart filled
with compassion. The desire to help fellow human beings was vividly on display.
It made us proud to experience the warmth of your friendship, eagerness to
respond to the needs of those who are less fortunate.
This year alone KCF donated more than $120,000 to various charities. Small or
big, KCF responded to those who sought help. Your overwhelming support at the
Sammelan convinced us that we are on way to lend a helping hand in a bigger
way.
Very soon 2012 will end and we will step into a new year. Now is the time to
think about making charitable contribution. Remember that all donations to
Konkani Charitable Fund gives you tax benefits according to applicable tax laws.
So please consider making a donation before the year end. Your contribution will
make a difference.
At the Sammelan, Chief Guest Mr. Mohandas Pai said, “…charity is not a hand
out. …it is an opportunity for each one of to do something good in life.”
It is a joy to share, and we can count our blessings because we are able to share.
Devu Baren Koro

- Board of Directors, KCF
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Klassified
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers. Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America. The advertisement rates are:
Matrimonial (5 Lines)
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page
Subscribers
$15.00
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
Non-Subscribers
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
$160.00
Non Konkani
$50.00
$90.00
$170.00
$320.00
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay
anonymous by using Khabbar reference.
WANTED:
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be
published in Khabbar. Share your news with fellow Konkanis. Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson,
TX77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com
KONKANI CHARITIES
MATRIMONIAL
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping
Parents invite matrimonial correspondence for their 32 year
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan
old son who wants to marry by Dec 2012, from educated girl
Scholarships. Send your generous contributions to: American
with
fair
complexion.
Send
particulars
to
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN46321
meginpet41@hotmail.com or call (925)-829-6902.
KONKANI CHARITIES
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps
in India. Send your donations to: Saraswat Foundation
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA19067
MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining
a list of Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.
Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy
8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV89145
Phone: (702)-341-6706; Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
Please call weekends only 10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)
APPEAL
From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions
(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU
will be done by: Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi
Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram
Bangalore 560 055
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE
As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:B.S.Kamath,
Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building, Hari Shanker Joshi
Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068
Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392

Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest
Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, Sudarshana Homa &
Pavamana Homa, Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming
ceremony, etc.,Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc., Shanthi
Paatha/Homa, Housewarming, Religious class – stotra‟s
samskith etc., Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals),
Astrological consultation by phone and in person
Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha Navagraha
Satyanarayan Puja & other services
Puja/Homa servicesoffered at the patron‟s/priest residence.
366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI53045
(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell)
www.puja123.com Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com
APPEAL
A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of
Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to
Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized
Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence,
the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF,
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA94070, to build this
Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website:
www.oldagehome-india.org
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