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Khabbar Follies
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a
Konkani point of view. The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel
of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has
developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families
and here are some examples of those close encounters of a
different kind….……
--------------------------------------------------------------------------The Khabbar is probably the most important quarterly
newsletter that every North American Konkani is awaiting to
read on a regular basis. The “demand” to read this newsletter
is really competitive, that few households have had “fights”
over who will get to read the Khabbar first!
Here’s an incident about that fierce competition to read the
Khabbar that happened to a young recently engaged second
generation American Konkani youngster.

“Thanks Vasanth uncle, for the latest issue of Khabbar. I just
want to share some good news about me. I got engaged
recently.
BTW, my fiancé always goes through my mail and steals my
Khabbar. She loves reading it and especially enjoys your
articles on the Saraswat migration. She hides it and I get to
read Khabbar only after her going thru all the 20 pages!
I hope to introduce her to you soon!”
Editor’s Reply:
This is a nice “quarrel” to have. May be this couple should get
two copies of Khabbar, his and hers!?!

I got a letter from this young man about Khabbar.

*****

SUBSCRIPTION FORM:
Dear Konkani family,
It is time to renew your subscription for 2012. The numbers on the mailing label clearly
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2010. Please, note that
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging on
to eKhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at $15.00/yr.
Please, don't pay for future years! Fill the form below and send your subscription with a
check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis
please pay cash or MO in US$)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email ID:

_____________________________________________________________________________

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name
Boy/Girl
d.o.b.
Hobby/Interest
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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EDITORIAL
Dear Konkani family,
I hope all is well with you and your
family.
This issue of Khabbar has been mailed to
ALL families that have paid dues at least
once since 2009. In other words, families
who have not paid since 2008 will not be
receiving this issue. And if you paid for
2009 only, then this is the last issue you’ll
get. The numbers on the mailing label
clearly indicate the year/s the dues for
Khabbar has been received since 2009 and
if there is any error let me know.
Even in these tough economic times, the
Advisory Committee of Khabbar has
decided that the annual dues will remain
the same at $15.00 a year and for that you
get:
 Four issues of the Khabbar,
 Annual Mailing List and
 Discounted advertisement rates.
This issue has not been mailed to families
that have specifically indicated that they
will access eKhabbar. The on-line version
of Khabbar, eKhabbar, will be on the web
a quarter after mailing the hard copies.
Please, note it is time to renew your
subscription for 2012. The Khabbar
Mailing List is a prized possession of our
community and helps me to keep it up-todate. Send names and addresses of
Konkani families that are not in the list to
P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 775660222, or email khabbar@hotmail.com and
rest be assured that I’ll “Khabbarize”
them!
It is time to focus our attention to the next
major event – the Konkani Sammelan-

2012 (KS-2012). Thanks to Dr. Gopal
Bhandarkar and his enthusiastic team of
volunteers, the progress made for KS-2012
is very encouraging. The “sweet sixteen”
sammelan will be an event no Konkani in
North America should miss.
I have dedicated quite a few pages in this
issue covering the various aspects of KS2012. The Konkanis from the Northeast
are ready to host this great event. Various
committees are looking for your help in
contributing articles, money, ideas, plans,
etc. and please, extend your support
Khabbar will publish all the developments
and progress made by NAKA on an ongoing basis. Currently, Board members
Sheila & Sadanand are working on plans
to make NAKA a viable organization in
North America. Send your constructive
suggestions to any of the Directors of the
NAKA Board. Also, Khabbar will publish
progress made by Konkani Charitable
Fund (KCF) on a regular basis.
The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in
your area who send in the hoon Khabbars
on a regular basis are doing an outstanding
job. Remember, if it did not appear in
Khabbar, then it did not happen in
North America! If your area is not
represented wholly, let me know and I'll
recruit more volunteers. You can send the
news
items
via
email
(khabbar@hotmail.com).
On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still
remained as a champ. What a pity, only
three were able to solve last quarter’s quiz!
Please, note that your subscription should
be up-to-date to have your name published
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if you solve the quiz correctly. Let us see
how you will do with this quarter’s quiz.
The progress of the ambitious project,
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas Ani
Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks to
Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has devised
a method wherein families wanting to help
Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti Pratistan
can do so with relative ease! Call him at
(702)-341-6706
or
email:
bastishenoy@gmail.com if interested to
extend your help for this worthy cause.
Indeed, the Kendra has become a center of
attraction and I urge all North American
Konkanis to visit the Kendra to see what
way they can benefit from this. Also, see
in what way we can help our brethren who
are doing an outstanding job in preserving
our culture.
Khabbar will always publish appeals for
charity free of charge but cannot collect
money on behalf of any charity. Families
are encouraged to send the money directly
to the concerned charities or thru KCF if
approved by KCF.
Khabbar firmly
believes in helping our people whether it is
in India or here. Here’s a link to all the
appeals I gotten so far:
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals.
htm
I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from
this world will materialize soon. Hope
Peace & Tranquility will prevail.
Happy Yugadi to you all.
Devu Boren Karo.
Vasanth
Honorary Editor

Letters to the Editor ......
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise. Letters may be edited for publication.
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters. Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.
******
Dear All,
Sri. Nagesh Sonde, the famous Konkani
writer, has published a few books in his
web site, which are available for FREE
download to genuine readers. Given
below are two such books, which will be
of common interest to us:
ENGLISH
DAKSHINATYA
SARASVATS
http://nageshsonde.com/sarasvat.html
KONKANI : KONKANI BHASHECHO
ITIHAS
http://nageshsonde.com/images/KonkaniBhashecho-Ithihas.pdf
Try for yourself, to benefit from the
publications, and pass on the good news
to likeminded people.
Bhaskar Shenoi
remanse@hotmail.com
Anugraha Charitable Trust

Dear Vasanth,
Here is this year’s analysis of the 2012
Khabbar Mailing List dated 12-15-2011:
Of the 2,307 families in the list (it was
2,159 last year!); we have Konkanis living
in 46 states & DC (same as last year!).
We still do not have any Konkanis living
in Alaska, North Dakota, South Dakota,
and Wyoming!!
Also, we have:
234 Kamat(h)
224 Shenoy, Shenai, Shanbh(o)ag(ue)
217 Pai
159 Nayak (Naik)
122 Prabhu
98 Rao (u)
88 Bhat(t)
47 Baliga
42 Kini

36 Mal(l)ya, Mallia, Mahale
32 Nadkarni(y)
24 Kudva
24 Bhandarkar, Bhandari(y)
18 Hegde
14 Acharya.
12 Hatt(i)angadi(y)
12 Kop(p)ikar
The Kamat(h) families have maintained
their lead. California still leads with 677
families (it was 546 last year!) and San
Jose, CA has the highest number of
Konkani families living (114)! It was 89
last year!!
Keep up the great work.
Ravindra Nayak,
Flanders, NJ

Konkani Sammelan 2012 (KS-2012) and You!
Here’s an email send by Mr. Ganapathi Shenoy requesting fellow Konkanis to get involved with KS-2012. I really liked this because
Mr.. Shenoy made few salient points worth repeating. Here’s that email:
Dear Friends and Relatives: 2 weeks back I had sent you guys an email request asking you to do the following 4 things, namely:
1. Register for the Konkani Convention 2012
2. Book your hotel rooms
3. Come up with a donation that you feel you can afford
4. Forward this email to every Konkani that you know, living in the Americas.
Since then, a few of you have chosen to do exactly what I requested you to do, all 4 things that I mentioned above. A few of you did
first 2 things and a few did the last 2. Overall the response back to me was good and provocative. That’s what has prompted me to
send this second request.
There is one more reason for this follow up request: One of my friends who has promised to take the donation part seriously, asked me
a serious question which prompted me to think that there are definitely some more of you having the same question. The question was
“(1)What does this Sammelan give us
(2) why are we holding these Sammelans
(3) why should I donate
(4) how much should I donate and
(5) how long do I have to donate”.
These are some serious questions thrown at me by my friend in one breath like a sale offer 4 for one kind of deal and here are the
answers that I could come up with.
1.

Why do we need these Sammelans? The answers are:

A:
There is always strength in the numbers. That’s why Canadian Geese fly south before winter in a /\ (upside down V)
formations in large numbers. They burn 30% less calories to achieve the same goal of flying out of Canada and reaching South
America. This is like Theru and Karthik Punnavs back home when people who live in different parts of India would return to
Mangalore, Karkal and Bantwal etc. and rejuvenate their contacts. The Sammelans are tools to maintain our language, our traditions &
our culture in this country of our adoption. History shows that this great melting pot called America, will absorb your unique identity
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in one or two generations. With the help of these Sammelans we can try to postpone what is inevitable, as long as possible for our
children & grand children's sake.
B: When you are talking about Konkani Identity, it is not something to be taken lightly. We are the progeny of a group of proud
people who sacrificed everything that they possessed to preserve their unique God given identity called Konkanis, when they were
threatened by the Portuguese of their very identity. In the history of human race, no other group of people were ever told by a foreign
power not to use their language inside the office corridors and in official communications and those who refused to accept that dictum
were persecuted. Consequently came the migrations in large number for Konkanis from Goa to North Kanara and then to South
Kanara and then to Cochin. What they preserved for 100s of GENERATIONS even at the cost of losing their lives, families and
possessions, we are faced with the threat of losing that unique KONKANI IDENTITY in one generation because we migrated to
America. These Sammelans can rekindle the pride in our children. The reason why we go mostly by our Last Name like Shenoy, Pai
& Kamath etc. is to let the other Indians know that we hail from that uniquely educated and successful community called Konkanis.
Have you heard in the recent past in fireside conversations “THOSE ISRAELIS ARE SMART PEOPLE”? That’s what rest of the
Indians said about Konkanis once upon a time. We were and still are considered as the smartest amongst the smart people. That’s the
whole idea behind these Sammelans to rekindle that pride in our youngsters. Nina Padukone and her group is trying their very best to
bring out as much information about who we are in as short a time as possible during the convention. Of course, no convention will
give everything to everyone who attends. In a melting pot society of America, does that matter? Yes it does and rightly it should.
That’s what all of us are trying to preserve by attending these conventions because of the knowledge we have gained by looking at the
history that a Tradition and Culture once lost cannot be regained..
2.

Why are we even holding this convention?

If you look at the history of Konkani Institutions like Canara High School & College in Mangalore or Bantwal Schools & the
College, they all sprang out of an idea that came out in a congregated setting like this Sammelan called Theru and Karthik Punnavs.
We don’t have those festivals in these United States of America. I was a witness during the Temple meeting in Bantwal some 40 years
back. Out of the 100s of people that had gathered there, one said, “Why can’t we Bantwalkars have a College like they have in
Karkal?” That’s all that guy said. BINGO! A discussion started and a few years later, we had a college in Bantwal. Similarly, if we
gather even once in 2 years, there is a strong possibility of some good things coming out of these Sammelans. Something like that
couldn’t have happened without Khabbar & these Sammelans. There is always a strength in the numbers. Hence, it is imperative that
you attend it and we gather at least once in 2 years. The point I am trying to make is, if we all gather together in large numbers there is
a possibility of some great ideas may come up that may help us and our children the cause of maintaining our identity.
3.

Why should I donate?

If we all leave it to the President and the Committee of the Convention to do everything for us, the question comes what did you
do to make this Convention happen. Tomorrow or in some distant future your kids or grand kids may ask ‘MOM & DAD, WHAT
DID YOU DO IN THE KONKANI SAMMELAN” and I recommend, you better stack the deck now by doing every one of the 4
things that I have asked you to do above. This is the time you better show up at the play. Think of it like a ball game and it is the 9th
inning and your team is losing by 3 runs and your bases are loaded and the coach is asking the team in the dugout “WHO WANTS
TO BAT” and would you step out and say “ME” or say “Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar”? When the rubber meets the road folks, that’s where
your mettle will show up how much pride you have in being a Konkani. If you can’t do the first 2, you can definitely do the last 2
things I have asked. There is no maximum limit for the donations neither a minimum. There are no rules as to whom you cannot
forward this email. You can volunteer in any of the innumerable activities that will take place in those 3 days.
4. AND THERE IS A POSSIBILITY YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER MAY FIND A PARTNER there in the congregation. To be
specific, just to make my point, the President of the Convention Dr. Bhandarkar’s son found his bride at a convention. My own
children met their best Konkani friends at a convention. Because of our kids, now our families have become very close. And I am so
proud of our relationship with these families that we came to know through our kids that they even traveled all the way from Orlando
FL to Las Vegas to attend our son’s wedding. And don’t forget the Youth Seminars where this jellying of the Konkani youngsters
happens.
5.

When do I Donate?

The answer is NOW. Because, many of the expenses that happen during these Conventions are front loaded. Means, the Exec.
Committee has to pay in advance and the committee needs the money now. And, if they are sure how much they will raise, they can
plan on offering a better fun filled Convention. These conventions require a lot of money and if the commitments are made and money
flows in on time, they can upgrade Batate Upkari into Bibbo & Thendle Upkari.
Again, ladies and gentlemen, only reason I am writing this is, I don’t want you to feel bad later on when the time to act is over. Least
you can do is send emails to your friends and urge them to attend the Sammelan and to forward the emails. PLEASE TRY. You and I
are friends and I am banking on you to do this.

Khabbar XXXV No. 1 Page: 5

Hoon Khabbar
Congratulations:
Georgia Health Science University,
Augusta GA announced today the
appointment of Dr. M. VINAYAK
KAMATH M.D. of Martinez, GA as
the Robert G. Ellison Distinguished
Chairman of Cardiothoracic Surgery,
Director of Cardiovascular Services
and Professor of Surgery at the
Georgia Health Science University.
The approval from the Board of
Regents, University System of
Georgia is expected shortly.
Dr. Kamath will be overseeing
departments
of
Cardiology,
Cardiothoracic
Surgery
and
Cardiovascular Anesthesia. He will
also be responsible for strategic
planning and faculty development of
cardiovascular services at Georgia
Health Science University.
Dr. Kamath's term begins September
1,2011"
The Medical College of Georgia was
renamed as Georgia Health Science
University February 1, 2011.
A Konkani woman recognized in the
highly competitive Silicon Valley.
KIRAN KINI MALHOTRA was
listed as one of three “Women of
Influence 2011” in the March 18, 2011
issue of Silicon Valley/San Jose
Business Journal. She is the executive
director of entrepreneurship network
TiE Silicon Valley.
Markad Vasudeva Kamath, MD
MPH FAAP of New York was
honored on 17th December 2011 by
his alma mater, Kasturba Medical
College (KMC), Manipal/Mangalore
under the Manipal University for his
achievements in the profession, with
the University Distinguished Alumni
award at the Ruby (40th) Reunion of
his class which joined KMC in 196970. The reunion saw over 125 of this
class, the highest number ever for a
single class in KMC (in the words of
the Vice Chancellor Dr. Ram
Narayan) to assemble during alumni
celebrations. Dr. Kamath gathered
information on his classmates, and
with the help of a core alumni
committee, contacted them and
brought them under one roof for this
once-in-a lifetime assembly of

classmates, their first ever! The Ruby
Redbook published at this time can be
seen on the university website:
www.manipal.edu
Sri DAMODAR & Smt. KANAKA
PRABHU of Pittsburgh, PA gave a
talk on “Hindu Symbols and Temple
Rituals” to some 40 executives of
Polaris Company in Chennai. Also,
the Prabhus gave a talk on Acu
Pressure to treat diseases like
Diabetes, Eye problems, etc. to a
senior citizen group in Chennai and
Bangalore. Also, Sri Prabhu gave a
talk on “Swami Vivekananda” on Jan
20, 2012 in S. V. Temple in
Pittsburgh, PA.
Pt. HARIHAR RAO of Pasadena,
CA, was recognized and honored by
Dhwani Academy of Percussion
Music in Bellflower, CA, on Nov. 13,
2011. He got an award for his lifelong
tireless contribution and leadership to
promote Indian Classical music in
Southern California.
Pt. Harihar Rao is the founder of the
most authentic Indian Classical music
organization, Music Circle, in
Southern California. Since late 1970s,
he has encouraged, organized,
promoted, and selflessly educated
Indian music lovers of Southern
California. Dhwani Academy of
Percussion Music published first book
for Blind Tabla students of India in
Braille.
Ravi Pai Honoured!
During his recent visit to his
hometown Ganguli, RAVI PAI of
Markham, Ont. was honoured by the
Management Committee of G. S. V.
School’s Association. The Function
was arranged at the newly built hall in
the new building of S. V. Higher
Primary School.
Several students, entire teaching staff
and all the members of the
Association were present. In the
felicitation program, several speakers
spoke about Ravi Pai's achievements
in his academic and professional life
and how the students can learn from
him to achieve success in life. They
also spoke of his continued support to
the school's activities and his recent
donation of a large amount given to
Khabbar XXXV No. 1 Page: 6

the school building project in memory
of his father, Late Bhande Ramaraya
Pai. In his address to the students, Mr.
Pai advised the students of the
importance of education and to use all
the facilities available in the school to
lay a strong foundation for their future
life.
He thanked the association for the
honour.
PRERNA, d/o Satish & Vandana
Prabhu of Mississauga, Ont. won the
1st prize in the Art competition held at
the Panorama India – India Republic
Day Celebrations 2012 at the Pearson
Convention Centre in Brampton on
January 29th 2012.
This was the second time in a row –
she had won a prize at the last year’s
competition as well!

Relocation:
The PAI family, Dr. Reetesh, Dr.
Katherine Doeden along with their
daughter, Kiran (3) have moved to
University of Pittsburgh from Stanford
University effective 1/1/2012. Dr.
Reetesh K. Pai will be associate
professor in the department of
Pathology at the University of
Pittsburgh. Katherine Doeden will
work with University hospitals. Their
new home address is 6937 Rosewood
St., Pittsburgh, PA 15208.
The NAYAK family, Keshav &
Suman with their son relocated from
San Diego, CA to 11716 Eastfield
Road, Poway, CA 92064. The new
telephone is (858)-605-5870.
The LOMBEYDA family, Ashwini
Nayak & Santiago together with their
kids, Gian Suhas and Uma have
relocated from Pasadena, CA to 178
N. Madison Avenue, Monrovia, CA
91016. The new telephone is (626)239-6139.

Engaged:
Chi. VIJAY of Redwood City, CA,
s/o Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath of San
Carlos, CA engaged to Kum.
SONAL, d/o Dinesh & Kalpana Shah
of Houston, TX.

New Arrival:
NIVED, a baby boy to Rohan &
Deepa Samsi of Redondo Beach, CA
on March 2nd, 2011. A little brother to
Ninarika.
The
proud
paternal
grandparents are Gurunandan &
Suman Samsi and the maternal
grandparents are Pundalika & Laxmi
Kudva of Bangalore.
ARIYA UMA, a baby girl to
Malavika Gangolly & Ashwin
Ramakrishnan of Studio City, CA on
Aug. 10th, 2011. The proud maternal
grandparents are Jagdish & Jothi
Gangolly of Claremont, CA and the
paternal grandparents are Sita & S.V.
Ramakrishnan of Rancho Cucamonga,
CA.
LEVI, a baby boy to Nathan &
Stacey Maskeri of Philadelphia, PA on
Jan. 13, 2012. A brother to Lily. The
proud paternal grandparents are
Chaitanya & Gayatri Maskeri of Simi
Valley, CA.

FEDERICO, a 8lbs-10oz.baby boy
born to Romain & Niki Nayalkar of
Austin, TX at 9:15 AM on Saturday
Feb 11, 2012. A younger brother to
Lorenzo.
The
proud
paternal
grandparents are Suresh & Jyoti
Nayalkar of Sugar Land, TX.

PREMALATA
GANGOLLY,
mother of Jagdish Gangolly of
Claremont, CA, passed away on
Oct. 11th, 2011 in Mysore. She is
survived by one son, Jagdish and one
daughter, Jyoti Bailur of Mysore and
their families. Khabbar sends heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved families.

85th Birthday Bash:
Friends and families of Pandit
HARIHAR RAO celebrated his 85th
birthday in a grand scale in Pasadena,
CA.

Obituary:
ASHOK KULKARNI, husband of
Nalini Kulkarni and father of Uma
Gulvady of Saugus, CA, passed away
on Jan. 16, 2011 in Mumbai. He is
survived by his wife and three
daughters, Uma of Saugus, Ahilya
Mallady of Plainsboro, NJ, and Lalitha
Dixit of Dallas, TX and their families.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to the bereaved families.

Sri. U. KESHAV MALLYA (89)
passed away peacefully in Bangalore
on December 17th, 2011. He retired as
the Managing Director of the National
Book Trust of India in 1980. Khabbar
sends heartfelt condolences to his
daughter Sheila Pai and family of
Germantown, TN.
NARASIMHA SHENAI (69) passed
away on Jan 8, 2012 in Fairfax, VA.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to his wife Vasanthi and family of
Fairfax, VA, brother Madhu Shenoy &
family of Plymouth, MA.
******

KONKANI HAPPENINGS
The Konkani Association of Northern California (KAOCA)
The Konkani Association of Northern California (KAOCA) organized a dinner fund raiser to create awareness of the Konkani
Sammelan 2012 amongst the konkanis in the Bay Area and also to raise funds to support the Sammelan activities. It was held on
February 4th, 2012 at the Mayuri Restaurant in Santa Clara, CA. Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar joined us at the event and provided a complete
overview of the activities that one can expect at the Sammelan in New Jersey starting June 29th, 2012.
The event was amazing and very successful with a total of close to $40,000 being raised at the event. Close to 80 people attended the
event. A unique aspect of this event was an Art Auction with art pieces donated by local bay area artists. The artists (Mrs. Rekha
Kamath, Mrs. Ranjana Kulkarni, Smt. Subadra Perumal, and Dr. Narayan Nayak) gave their best work of art towards the cause.
Ramesh Kamath (Jr.) did a wonderful and masterful job as a Konkani auctioneer where he really encouraged a spirited competitive
streak across the various dinner tables to raise a lot of money for the Sammelan activities. Some of the prices that the art work
attracted has created a record of sorts for the art auction format of fund raising in the Bay area.
Muralidhar Kamath, Mohan Kamath, Kiran Mundkur, Ananth Prabhu, and Milind Gokarn with mentoring guidance by Ramesh
Kamath (Sr.) managed the core logistics of organizing the event. The event organizers along with KAOCA Committee of 2012 would
like to thank all the people who attended, the artists who contributed their art and the organizers of the Sammelan (who attended the
event in Santa Clara) in making this fundraiser a success.
KAOCA’s next event is the Ugadi event to be held on April 21st at the Woodside High School Performing Arts Center in Woodside,
CA.
- reported by Milind Gokarn
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------

Konkani Association of Southern California(KASC)
Konkani Association of Southern California (KASC) Deepavali 2011
By: Deepa Samsi
Diwali celebrates the victory of light and hope over darkness, symbolized by the victory of King Ram and his return from 14 years of
exile. KASC’s annual Deepavali event was celebrated at Laguna Woods Clubhouse # 2 on November 5, 2011 between 3:30 - 8:00 pm.
Various Diwali related contests were organized to highlight the talents of the KASC members. The Diwali Saanth (Mela) included
Rangoli, Mithai, Kur-Kur Khaan and Akash-Kandil (Diwali lanterns).
Konkanis are known to have a sweet tooth and this fact was obvious as the majority of the participants took part in Mithai contest.
There were some colorful and beautiful Rangolis too. Kur-Kur Khaan and Akash Kandil contest were new contests introduced this
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year. After the social hour, members began the program with Aarti and prayer to God Ganesh and Goddess Lakshmi. Popular Bhajans
were sung by KASC ladies, children and men.
This was followed by kids’ mythological parade. KASC parents and especially the mothers did a fabulous job of dressing up their kids
in avatars such as Ram, Narad, Lakshmi, Hanuman, Sita, and Shakuntala etc. It was really nice to see the kids in different
incarnations.
After this program, our KASC president Mr. Rajesh Prabhu introduced us to the upcoming Konkani Sammelan’s President Dr. Gopal
Bhandarkar. "Connecting Konkanis, Heart to Heart, Home Away from Home" is the theme of Konkani Sammelan. Sammelan
President, Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar made an official announcement of this event and talked to KASC members more about this bi-annual
event. This time the Sammelan will be held in New Jersey between June 29-July 1, 2012. He asked KASC members to register for the
function as well contribute towards fund raising for the event.
This program was followed by a Kathak Dance by Shreya Pai. Subsequently a group dandiya dance was performed by mothers and
kids of Orange County. The dance number was the popular “Radha Kaise Na Jale” from the movie Lagaan and was a quite a team
effort by the mothers and the kids, and was well received.
After this program Ruthi Shenoy enthralled the audience with her Bollywood performance. She danced for the number “Rock n roll
soniye” from the movie Kabhi Alvida Na Kehnaa. Suraj Pai mesmerized the audience with his amazing piano performance. Some of
the music played by him included Fluer de lis, Vivaldi, Mozart and a more modern Cold-Play. He is definitely a budding piano artist
in the KASC community. Shreya Pai also danced for a Bollywood number “ Maiyya Yashoda” from the movie Hum Sath Sath Hain.
Her performance was enjoyed by all the KASC members.
The last program for the evening included a Diwali Jeopardy hosted by the quiz master, Rohan Samsi. This trivia event was very
interactive. Like the TV jeopardy, Diwali jeopardy was quite competitive and tested our knowledge on Diwali subject. There were
different categories and the tougher questions had higher wages.
The event was followed by a nice authentic Konkani Dinner which included Daali Tauy, Puli Kodel, Chane Ghashi, Upkari, and
Papad. Overall it was a successful event and we had a great gathering. Thanks to all the KASC members for a fabulous turnout.

Shivaratri Bhajan
KASC held their annual Shivaratri Bhajan on Saturday, March 3rd, 2012 at the Laguna Woods - Club House #2 in Laguna Woods,
CA. 92637. The program included Social Gathering/ snacks, Bhajan and Aarti, Pot Luck Dinner and Clean up
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Houstan Area Amchigale Samaj (HAAS)
The HAAS 2012 Satyanarayan Puja was held on Sunday, Feb 5th 2012 from 10 am onwards at Eldridge Park Community Center,
Sugar Land, TX. It was a well-attended and a successful event with a total attendance of 82 people which included 64 adults and 18
children.
At this event the Pennies for Patients drive was coordinated by Prabha and Anu Malya for donation to the Leukemia and lymphoma
Society (LLS).
After the Puja, an election was held for the HAAS Treasurer Position which was vacant due to Arundhati Nagarkatti’s move to
California and Mrs. Jyoti Nayalkar won the election.

The Konkani Association of Ontario:
The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) had their annual Skiing & Snow tubing event on February 11th 2012 at Ski Snow Valley,
Barrie at Midhurst, Ont. Families had lots of fun and enjoyed the day on the slopes.
The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) held their second annual Communication & Leadership program on February 25th 2012
at the Shree Krishna Vrundaavana Auditorium in Toronto, Ont. with the youth participating spending the day with their facilitators
sharpening their skills.

KHABBAR FROM KULAR
By: - Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY

260 Konkani Engineers and Medical students who are enjoying Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarships were given residential
Training for 3 days each under BOTP (Beneficiary Orientation and Training Programme at Vishwa Konkani Kendra in seven
batches from 26.12.2011 to 28.01.2012.
`Punarprathista’ of Lord Veera Venkatesha at Rathabidi , S.V.S. Temple, Mangalore was performed by H.H. Sri Sudhindra
Thirtha Swamiji and Shishya H.H. Sri Samyameendra Thirtha Swamiji in a very very grand manner. The construction of new
Girbhagraha was built with a cost of about Rs.12 Crores. This historical and monumental event was followed by Kodial Theru
from 26th to 31st January 2012.
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Chandrahasa Konkani Drama Centenary: `Chandrahasa’ Konkani drama was first staged at Bantwal Shri Venkatramana
Swamy Elementary School on 10.02.1912. Late Shri Bolanthoor Krishna Prabhu scripted drama, directed and music. Late shri
Prabhu had written another 8 Konkani Dramas, 3 Kannada dramas. His book `Kannada Subodha Shataka’ was made text Book
by the Education Department of erstwhile Madras Presidency under British Rule.
Now Vishwa Konkani Kendra has organized Centenary of the Konkani Drama `Chandrahasa’. The Centenary year
celebrations were inaugurated by Mrs. Sandhya S. Pai , Editor, Taranga on 10.02.2012 at Bantwal School Grounds by lighting
the lamp. Well known Kannada and Tulu writer Shri Arya Laxminarayana Alva released a book on the life of late Bolanthur
Krishna Prabhu written by Mr. B. Madhukar Mallya. Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy, President, Vishwa Konkani Kendra welcomed
the gathering. The Konkani play Chandrahasa was staged by young students of Bantwal SV.S. Educational Institutions.
A two days’ National Seminar on Konkani Theatre was held at Vishwa Konkani Kendra Auditorium on 10th and 11th
February 2012. Participants from Mumbai, Goa, Karnataka and Kerala attended the Seminar. Mr. Pundalik Naik, Goa has been
nominated as Chairman of Vishwa Konkani Natak Academy inaugurated by Dr. H. Shantharam, Administrator, Academy of
General Education, Manipal at Canara High School, Urva, Mangalore on 11.02.2012. Also the drama Chandrahasa was
staged by Konkani Students of Nalanda School, Mangalore.
All India Konkani Parishad 28th Adhiveshan was organized at Shivaji Park, Mumbai on 17th, 18th & 19th February 2012. Mr.
Arvind Bhatikar, IAS, Goa (former Chairman of Goa Port Trust) presided over the Adhiveshan. Past Presidents Vishwa
Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy, Dr. Tanaji Halarnkar, Shri Pundalik N. Naik, Goa, Dr. H. Shantharam, Manipal and
working President Shri K. Gokuldas Prabhu attended the Adhiveshan. Also delegates, speakers, Konkani poets had attended in
large numbers coming from Kerala, Karnataka, Goa and Ernakulam.
Kendra Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi awarded Konkani Sahitya Award to well-known Konkani Poet Mr. Melwyn
Rodrigues, Mangalore (member of Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Academy) for his poetry book `Prakriticho Pass’.
Dr. L. Sunithi Bai, Kochi has been awarded Kendra Sahitya Akademi Translation award for the book `Mahakavi Govinda Pai’
translated by her to Konkani and Hindi was published by Vishwa Konkani Kendra.
Mr. M. Madhav Pai, well-known Sanskrit, Prakrit, Kannada and Konkani grammarian was awarded `Sandesha’ Award for his
Konkani literary works on 26.02.2012 at Sandesha, Mangalore. His Kannada Konkani Ratnakosh, Konkani (Tadbhav) Sanskrit
Shabdakosh has been published by Vishwa Konkani Kendra last year.
Mr. Melwyn Rodrigues was felicitated by his admirers at a gala function at Milagres Church Hall, Mangalore on 03.03.2012
for getting Sahitya Akademi literary award for his book `Prakriticho Pass’ (a collection of Poems) by a Committee headed by
Mr. Basti Vaman Shenoy(President, World Konkani Centre). A Kavi Sammelan was also held.
Dr. V.S.Acharya, Udupi, Minister for Higher Education in the Karnataka State Government passed away on 14th February
2012. He was doyen of erstwhile Jana Sangha and presently M.L.C. in the BJP Government. A mild spoken personality and
close to Manipal Institutions.
Sri Pangal Rabindra Nayak, Chairman, Hanuman Transport, Udupi will be felicitated on his attaining 90 years, by his
admirers and the public at Udupi on a grand scale.
Goa Konkani Akademi formed by Government of Karnataka will honour and felicitate, Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman
Shenoy for his lifelong service to Konkani Movement, language, literature and art and culture. He will be conferred with
Madhav Manjunath Shanbhag (who founded All India Konkani Parishad in 1939 at Karwar) award at Panaji, Goa on
24.03.2012.
Shree Poornaprajna Vasathi Nilaya (A home for active Saraswath Senior citizens) in Mangalore was inaugurated on Saturday
March 3, 2012 by H. H. Shrimad Vidyadhiraj Theertha Sripad Vader Swamiji of Shree Samsthan Gokarn Parthagali Jeevotham
Mutt.
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SHANTHI JAYAKUMAR
Shanthi Jayakumar of Rollingwood, TX will complete 4 years on the Rollingwood Council in May 2012 and has decided not to run
for re-election. Here’s an article that appeared in The Westlake Picayune Editorial that was devoted to Shanthi's accomplishments:
http://westlakepicayune.com/2012/03/01/shanthi-jayakumar-to-bow-off-the-rollingwood-city-council-after-fruitful-tenure/
OPINION
Shanthi Jayakumar to bow off the Rollingwood City Council after fruitful tenure
Thursday, March 1, 2012 | Ed Allen | 1

Shanthi Jayakumar decided not to run for re-election to a third term on the Rollingwood City Council for an appropriate reason
– to spend more time with her first grandchild. Jayakumar began her quest for a seat on the council for the noble objective of
making a difference in the city she clearly loves and is bowing off in hope of a difference for an equally noble cause.
She states in a letter on this page that she is proud of helping initiate several key projects. Among them is one that will
eventually result in the resurfacing all streets that were badly damaged during the city’s wastewater project. But many of her
neighbors will likely add that they most appreciate her for being willing to advocate for them and speak out in their behalf.
Jayakumar frequently spoke in behalf of her neighbors who were reluctant to go before the City Council. She would voice
concerns for them on often universally accepted issues that her neighbors simply did not want to be associated with being
against. An example was a community garden that Jayakumar supported. She simply pointed out that some neighbors preferred
the park be left as it was and moved on after the council noted the concerns and weighed them in their decisions.
She was a cheerleader for community volunteers that she felt deserved recognition. She also frequently updated the council
when a longtime resident passed away. In short, she considered herself more than an elected official. She considered herself a
good neighbor who was willing to fight for her fellow residents when necessary.
Serving on local city councils is an often thankless job that requires long hours. There is no monetary pay. Rather, the only
payment a council member receives is an occasional pat on the back. We hope residents will take time in the coming weeks or
at the next council meeting on March 21 to do just that. We join them in saying thanks for a job well done.
Here’s a “Letter to the Editor” written by Shanthi to The Westlake Picayune, the local newspaper:
http://westlakepicayune.com/2012/03/01/thank-you-for-the-honor-of-serving-as-a-rollingwood-alderwoman/
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thank you for the honor of serving as a Rollingwood alderwoman
Thursday, March 1, 2012 | Special to the Picayune
Dear Editor:
Elections are once again upon us. Having served on the Rollingwood City Council for the past four years, I have decided to take
a break. My passion for serving the city has not diminished, but I now wish to spend more time with my first grandchild and
recently retired husband.
I stand ready to serve our city again at a future time.
My proudest achievement on the council has been initiating our street paving project. During the past two years, several streets
have been paved by directing a portion of our sales tax revenue towards street projects. An agreement with Travis County for
street paving has yielded significant cost savings to the city. The council plans on getting more streets paved each year in
tandem with water system improvements.
Over the last four years, the city council has successfully worked on many issues, including upgrading the water system,
improving fire protection, posting audio recordings of council and commission meetings on the website, installing an
emergency notification system and improving communications with citizens. The council is currently negotiating the terms of
ownership for our sewer system. There is much left to do, and I wish the future council success in keeping Rollingwood the
unique city it is.
A distinct honor of being an elected official is the opportunity to meet with neighbors to understand their vision for our city. I
have endeavored to listen to all sides of each issue. Often, I had to do extensive research on controversial topics before forming
my own opinion. I have always believed that it is better to err on the side of more transparency instead of less. Secrecy has no
place in governance.
I sincerely thank my fellow citizens for providing me with the opportunity to serve the city that I love so much. I live here. I
give here.
Shanthi Jayakumar
Rollingwood alderwoman
Note: Shanthi put in a lot of time and effort to attend to city matters and we can all take pride in her achievements!
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Silicon Valley’s Women of Influence- Kiran Kini Malhotra
As appeared in the Special supplement March 18, 2011 issue of Silicon Valley/San Jose Business Journal- the article “TiE executive
pushes new programs” by Gloria Wang Shawber
When KIRAN KINI MALHOTRA became the executive director of entrepreneurship network TiE Silicon Valley in late 2008, she
was immediately faced with two major challenges. She was the first woman in that position, and she lacked experience in
entrepreneurship.
“People were applauding --- they need more women at TiE” she said. “But, it’s pretty influential role and they were like, ‘You need to
prove yourself’”
The timing also wasn’t ideal for Malhotra – the economy had just tanked and being an entrepreneur required adapting to a rapidly
changing world.
Under her leadership, the number of members and events at TiE Silicon Valley have remained constant, despite the economic
downturn. The organization has also launched several new programs over the past two years, including the Growth Company Forum,
which provides education and advice to entrepreneurs in mid/late stage companies; TiE 50, which annually names 50 promising
startup companies; business boot camp sessions and power networking lunches; and TiE Angels, an angel investment group.
TiE was founded in 1992 by professionals who saw the need to foster entrepreneurship in the Silicon Valley, particularly in the
Indian-American and South Asian community. At the time, Indian-American entrepreneurs had nowhere to turn for support and
networking and it was difficult time to secure funding. The organization was the “only game in town” Malhotra said, and it grew
quickly.
Today, the global TiE is acknowledged as the largest organization in the world that fosters entrepreneurship. It has 56 chapters in 13
countries and more than 13,000 members. It has moved away from its focus on the Indus community and is now “open and inclusive”
with its mission being “to promote entrepreneurship through mentoring, networking and education.”
Malhotra, 41, has a background in social work, most recently as an advocate for victims of domestic violence, as well as experience in
nonprofit management. She has taken on her role with vigor, especially of its all-inclusive focus must start with strong community
outreach.
She oversees a staff of four and a volunteer base of more than 400 entrepreneurs, investors and other executives. TiE Silicon Valley’s
services include mentorship, industry specific forums, networking mixers, and a sponsorship program. The highlight of its
programming is TiEcon, an annual conference in Santa Clara that draws more than 3,000
TiE’s network is constantly expanding and evolving, and Malhotra must balance those change while maintaining the brand.
“The challenge now is to manage the growth and stay on the trends and cutting edge of entrepreneurship,” Malhotra said.
TiE also faced with competition that it didn’t have in the early 1990s.
“You don’t necessarily have to come to TiE to get to India,” Malhotra said.
Malhotra and TiE Silicon Valley’s board of directors, led by longtime executive Vish Mishra, are focused on how to differentiate the
organization from its peers.
Because of her leadership role, Malhotra feels a responsibility to attract women entrepreneurs to TiE Silicon Valley. “I know that there
are women in technology out there,” she said, “and we’ve got to find them and we’ve got to showcase them.”
She tries to ensure that there are successful women on the panels at TiE events and that women are involved in the organization of
events. TiE also has a Women’s Forum, with specific networking events and breakout sessions at TiEcon.
Malhotra is passionate about her job but is adamant about drawing the line between work and home. A single mother, she generally
avoids working weekends in order to maximize her quality time with her 9 year old daughter. She commutes to Santa Clara from
Danville because her daughter’s two grand mothers and father live there.
“There’s no way I could have this job without the support of my family, my friends.” She said.
A Konkani woman is recognized in the highly competitive Silicon Valley.
KIRAN KINI MALHOTRA was listed as one of three “Women of Influence 2011” in the March 18, 2011 issue of Silicon Valley/San
Jose Business Journal.

HISTORY OF SARASWAT MIGRATIONS
To the editor of Khabbar,
Below is an article sent to me by a non Konkani friend, I had sent it to many of my friends everyone liked it, it has generated lot of
interest in many Konkanis in India and also here in US. I do not know the author or anything about the article, except it looked very
interesting, looks authentic, looks like lot of research has gone in, I thought if you can publish lot of other Konkanis can read about
our history. I am sending it to you exactly like I received it. I only wish I knew the author was . Thank you.
Shalini Bhat
sbhat@charter.net
Editor’s Reply:
Thanks. This unedited version will be published in parts
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History of Saraswat Migrations (4 of )
The Bhanaps and Chitrapur mutt
The group of Smarta Gowda Saraswats (mainly Kushasthalikar and Keloshikar families) who migrated to Karnatak at the
time of the Muslim invasion in the 1400’s were mostly the educators and administrators. This migrant group moved a little
inland to North and South Kanara. Their intelligence and generations-old experience as administrators, allowed some of
them to secure prominent positions as accountants in the courts of the Hindu rulers of the time. One such Hindu king of
the Keladi kingdom, was so impressed by the diligence and skills of his Saraswat accountant, that he decreed that each
village in his kingdom, be administered by a Saraswat. Eventually these Saraswats took on the name of the village as
their last name. Once they had migrated to the Kanara district, the Shenvis were not able to sustain their unity with the
Saraswat Brahmins they had left behind in Goa. Even though they continued to believe in Smarta tradition, their
connection with the Kavale mutt was cutoff since the Kavale mutt at Kushathali was destroyed in 1564 AD and Swamijis
shifted to Varanasi and were not available locally.
Although the Saraswats were well respected as accountants, they were not readily recognized as true Brahmins by the
local Brahmins (due to jealousy), accusing that the Saraswats have no spiritual guru in reality and complained to the
King. So the King issued a decree stating that unless the community showed them their guru, heavy penalties would be
imposed on them. Therefore, the Shenvis felt that it was necessary to seek a spiritual preceptor for their community.
They pleaded with a Saraswat Sanyasi, Parijananasharma Swamy, visiting from North India, to become their Guru. He
consented to guide the community and established a new Mutt for them in Gokarn in 1708 AD. The King of Nagar had his
prejudices about the new guru. So he asked the Saraswats to get their Mathadhipati consented by the Jagadguru
Shankaracharya of Sringeri mutt. Swami Parijnanashrama travelled to Sringeri to meet the Shankaracharya and the
consent was granted. This firmly established Parijnanashram Swami as the guru of the community. In 1739 AD, the ruler
Basavappa Nayaka II donated land in Gokarn to build a mutt in reverence to their primary deity, Shri Bhavanishankar.
His successor Shankarasharma Swamy travelled to Chitrapur and attained Samadhi there in 1757 AD. Another Mutt
establishment was built in Chitrapur near Shirali in Uttara Kannada and it became headquarters of the Mutt. This group
considered themselves as superior in intellect and cutoff the connection with other groups in Goa claiming that they are
the descendants of Kashmiri Brahmins and eventually formed their own sub-sect, called the Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmins
(also referred as Bhanaps after one of their popular caste members) and continued their Smarta tradition.
When the British ruled India, the Bhanaps took to English education earlier than others. Subsequently, they were able to
obtain key jobs at the district offices and the Collector’s offices in Mangalore, Honavar and Karwar. They were also quickly
employed as administrators in the Cotton and Textile export industry in Kumta, Hubli and Dharwad. Many Bhanaps made
their way into the cosmopolitan city of Bombay by the late 1800's.

The worshipped deity of the Chitrapur Mutt is Bhavani Shankar. The present pontiff of the Mutt
is Shrimad Sadyojat Shankarashram.
The Chitrapur saraswats follow Smarta tradition. The Chitrapur Mutt is located at Shirali, Uttar
Kannada Dist.

To South by Sea
Many Saraswats (mainly traders) sailed south from Goa, along the Konkan coast and disembarked at several ports to start
a fresh new life in places such as Ankola, Kumta, Honavar, Bhatkal, Gangoli, Basrur, Udupi, Mulki, Mangalore, Ullal,
Calicut and even as far south as Cochin. This group became widely dispersed, living in villages and towns all along the
Konkan coast.
THE SECOND EXODUS (16th century)
The Saraswats had migrated from Goa during the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries, but the exodus became thicker after the
entry of the Portuguese from the 16th century. In 1510 A.D, Panaji was captured by the Portuguese general Alfonso
Albuquerque from the Adil Shah dynasty of Bijapur, and the Portuguese rule was established. At first, the Portuguese
did not interfere with the locals, although they banned the sati rite (burning of widows). They employed
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Hindus and engaged them in their armies, and they maintained good trade relations with the Hindu
empire of Hampi. When different Christian missionaries arrived in Goa, the question of religious tolerance
began. The Hindu temples were destroyed and forced conversions to Christianity took place. The official figures show
that 280 temples in Berdez and 300 temples in Salcette were destroyed. The Portuguese built churches in many places
where the temples stood. In 1559 A. D, King Joao III of Portugal issued a decree threatening expulsion or execution of
non-believers in Christianity. They were forced to eat beef. This was perhaps the worst of times seen by the Konkani
people. The saraswats who were poor and belonged to lower strata got converted to Christianity and the rich had the
power to resist conversion and stayed back in Goa. Those belonged to the middle class who refused conversion had to
flee.
Having thrown the idols of their Kuladevatas (resident deities) into wells, thousands of Saraswath Brahman families fled
to interior Maharashtra and coastal Karnataka. About 12,000 families from the Sasashti District of Goa, mostly of
Saraswats and including Vanis (Vaishyas), Kunbis (cultivators), Sonars (goldsmiths) and others fled by ships to the
southern ports from Honavar to Kozhikode. Many settled down at these ports, which already contained Saraswat traders
and spread into the interior. About 4,000 went north-east to settle down in Maharashtra and Indore, and others went
south to settle in Karwar and South Kanara. It is said that once tensions died down, the Brahman men alone travelled
back to their native places and brought back their Kula Devatas. The families who escaped were never to see Goa again.
The last of those who were expelled by the Portuguese from Goa landed in Calicut, Kerala but were driven out by the
Zamorin. And so they went to Cochin and Travancore. This happened sometime in the year 1560 A. D.

Those settled in Karnataka and Kerala easily adapted to locale. In due course their Konkani became heavily mixed with
local languages. By the end of 17th century there were at least two distinct groups - Kerala Konkanis (malayalam as the
local language) and Mangalore Konkanis (Kannada as the local language).

Konkani Calendar
April 2012
2nd Yekadashi
6th Shri Hanuman Jayanthi
6th to 8th KISS Picnic
9th Sankashta Chaturthi
13th Mesh-Sankranthi
14th Saura Ugadi
20th Amavasya (Dark Moon)
21st KAOCA Yugadi
24th Akshaya Thritiye

May 2012
2nd Yekadashi
4th Shri Narasimha Jayanthi
5th Vaishaki Poornami
5th KAO Satyanarayan Pooja
8th Angaraka Chathurthi
13th Vrisbh-Sankranthi
20th Amavasya (Dark Moon)
31st Yekadashi

June 2012
3rd Poornami
6th Sankashta Chaturthi
14th Mithun-Sankranthi
19th Amavasya (Dark Moon)
29th Ashada Yekadashi

Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai for furnishing the Panchang, My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham, NC and
Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI

My Sincere Thanks To ……..
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar. Monetary means is one of them. The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar. This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you .....

Names
Rajarama & Aneetha Shenoy, Huntington, CT
Gopal K. Bhat, Mooresville, NC
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath, San Carlos, CA
Anonymous from NJ
Suresh & Usha Shenoy, Sugar Land, TX
Shivadev & Jayalata Ubhayakar, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Ganapathi & Gayathri Shenoy, Las Vegas, NV
Dattananda & Shantha Bhat, Mumbai, India
Vasudeva Kamath, New York, NY
Sudhakar & Nandini Mallya, Wanaque, NJ
Ramchandra & Sheela Nayak, Doylestown, PA
Pooja Shenoy Deveau & Ryan, Plymouth, MA
Muralidhar & Sudha Shenoy, Durham, NC
Vasant & Kirti Acharya, River Forest, IL
Ramakrishna & Maya Prabhu, Houston, TX
Anil & Mridula Rao, Friendswood, TX
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Amount, $
60.00
55.00
51.00
65.00
501.00
115.00
65.00
500.00
60.00
50.00
60.00
51.00
50.00
101.00
51.00
100.00

Statement of Accounts
Description
Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXIV No. 4
Money Received:
Subscriptions (91) and donations
Interest
Sub Total:
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXIV No. 4):
Printing- Khabbar (380) - 20 pages
Printing- Khabbar Mailing List (340) - 31 pages
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (344 )
Mailing Canada Khabbar (12 )
Mailing Khabbar Mailing List (252)
Mailing Canada Khabbar Mailing List (7)
Overseas (20)
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.
Sub Total:
Final Balance:
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time.

Credit, $
2,705.00

Debit, $

3,311.00
4.00
3,315.00
470.22
613.43
220.16
12.96
211.68
12.32
60.00
399.24
2,000.00
4,020.00

Kwiz
The last quarter’s quiz: Given 12 sticks, each 1 ft. long, how can you arrange them into a polygon to get highest area? What will be
that area? Now, how can you rearrange them into another polygon to get 6 sq. ft. area?
The Answer: A 12 sided equilateral polygon (Dodecagon) with area 11.2 SF; A 3 sided right angle triangle (3, 4, and 5) or a 3step structure (3’ high & 1’ deep) with area 6 SF.
The following gave the right answers:
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX
Shivadev Ubhayakar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA

Swathi Kamath, Las Vegas, NV

This Kwarter’s Kwiz
By “Vasanthmaam”
Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter. If you can solve this correctly, send it to
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue
Continuation of last quarter’s quiz, how can you re-arrange these 12 sticks into another polygon of 12 sides to get 4 sq. ft.
area?

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association
The NAKA Board consists of:
Vasanth Bhat, Damodar Baliga and Nina Padukone (Founding members), Ramesh Kamath & Bharat Shiralkar, Vasant
Acharya & Sandhya Kamath, Suren Kamath, Sudhir Golikeri & Suresh Shenoy, Ramadas Kamath, Ashok Bhatt &
Sadanand Mankikar, Ravi Baliga. Seema Kamath, Ranjit Shiralkar & Sheila Shenoy Reddy (Youth).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------------This quarter, NAKA Directors from KAOCA group held fund raising dinner in Santa Clara, CA to support KS-2012. $40k was
collected. NAKA is finding ways to support KS-2012 to be a successful sammelan. Both Sheila Shenoy Reddy and Sadanand
Mankikar are working on avenues to make NAKA a viable organization in North America.
If any North American Konkani has any constructive suggestions, please, contact any of the NAKA Board Members or send them to
NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Phone: (718)-251-4795 and Email: naka1@indiatimes.com

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts
Date
11/30/11
2/29/12

Description
Balance from last report
Interest
Final Balance:
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Credit, $
Debit, $
94,274.51
17.70
94,292.21
Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA

Connecting Konkanis, Heart to Heart, Home away from Home

Dear Konkani friend,
Konkani Sammelan 2012 is coming up soon. Why should you register today?
It is one of the most unique events in the life of a North American Konkani. And, the Sammelan would not be complete
without you. It’s a special place where you can feel proud, inspired, and completely at home. It’s where you reunite with
old friends and make new ones and of course, feast on Konkani delicacies for 3 days straight! 1,200 of your fellow
Konkanis have already registered. Visit the website and register today (www.konkani2012.org). Sooner you register, better
it is for the organizing committee to plan this event.
Why is Konkani Sammelan important to community?
Konkani Sammelan is an investment in the community. Your attendance, and donations and volunteering for Sammelan pay big
dividends to you and your community. Many of these benefits are immediate, and some are intangible and long term. For example,
Konkani Sammelan:
 Generates community spirit and confidence amongst the members
 Showcases collective community voice, presence and talent under one roof
 Provides cultural exposure and experience to our children
 Builds network for adults and youth to connect at emotional, social and professional levels
 Serves as a channel for donors, sponsors and volunteers to give back to the community
 Creates an opportunity for volunteers to enhance their management and leadership skills
 Brings a sense of fulfillment in our lives, away from our Konkan coast home
 Sows altruistic seed in Konkanis to donate/volunteer for future community events and causes
Here’s what we’ve planned for you:









Exceptional Entertainment programs featuring the brightest talents in the community
Seminars and workshops you’ll find nowhere else, including an all-day Medical Symposium
A mini-sammelan for Konkanis<18 and <10 with special workshops, games and activities
Breakout sessions just for Konkani Youth
Reunion forums for alumni of engineering colleges such as IITs, KREC and MIT (Manipal)
Special networking sessions for doctors, IT and finance professionals
A chance to meet, hear and hobnob with the community’s high achievers, like Mohandas Pai, Shyam Benegal, Arun
Netravali, Jayant Baliga, Floyd Cardoz, Kalpana Lajmi and Amrita Rao
Four mouthwatering Konkani feasts each day, including a closing night Gala Dinner and Dancing

Become an “insider” (volunteer):
The best way to experience and enjoy the Sammelan is to become an “insider” and volunteer. The Konkani Sammelan is a
community event put together entirely by volunteers. There’s no greater pleasure than being a part of this core group. This
Sammelan will need to be supported by approximately 200 volunteers, donating 20,000 total volunteer hours. Volunteers will receive
Certificate of Appreciation from the Sammelan President. In addition, to make sure you don’t miss vital parts of the Sammelan when
you’re volunteering, you will receive complimentary Sammelan DVDs, tiered to the level of volunteering. We still need more
energetic and enthusiastic volunteers. Please fill out the Volunteer Form on our website to indicate your interest
(www.konkani2012.org).
Go above and beyond--contribute:
Registration is a great place to start. Registration fees for the 3 day event have been designed to enable the most people in the
community to attend. The fact is, registration fees cover only a fraction of the cost of organizing a Sammelan. Mouthwatering
Konkani meals, exceptional entertainment, seminar and workshop speakers, convention center rental (including their labor charges by
unionized workers) etc., add up to far more than registration fees bring in. That’s why every additional contribution will help make the
Sammelan successful…and earn you a special mention on the donor list.
Many ways to contribute: donations, sponsorships and souvenir advertisements
Make a donation by check or Pay Pal through our website. Sponsor a Sammelan event such as breakfast or other meal. Visit the
website under donations to check out some of the tiered tokens of appreciation, such as complimentary admission tickets, and front
row seats, reserved for larger donors. But no donation is too small. All donors above $50 will get a Letter of Appreciation from the
Sammelan President, and tiered tokens of appreciation which will include combinations of complimentary Sammelan DVDs, Souvenir
copies and opportunity to take pictures with Organizing Committee members.
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If you are a professional (doctor, accountant, lawyer, financial adviser) or own a business, run an ad in the Sammelan Souvenir
magazine—even a “compliments” or “good wishes” personal advertisement is welcome.
Unable to attend this Sammelan for any reason? Please consider donating to this unique Konkani event anyway. All net donations
through NAKA (North American Konkani Association) are tax-deductible in the US. In addition, please check if your company has a
program to match 1:1 employees' donations to eligible organizations and NAKA should most likely be on that list. So, for example, if
you donate $140 and you get tax benefit of say $40, your net $100 donation would fetch $280 toward supporting the Sammelan.
Please send your donations or payments for souvenir advertisements directly by making your check payable to “North American
Konkani Association (NAKA)” and mail to: Konkani Sammelan 2012, 14 Raphael Drive, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852, USA.
We will work hard to keep our expenses to a minimum and control all costs. Any surplus funds, if at all, will be held by NAKA and
used prudently for future Sammelans, or other community events and initiatives. We are far away from surplus position currently.
Make the Sammelan a roaring success by attending, donating and volunteering – Konkani Sammelan will not be complete without you
– we need your support.
What to do next?
Visit the Sammelan website to register, donate or volunteer today (www.konkani2012.org). The sooner you register and support, the
more likely you are to get involved and the richer your experience will be. Please share this information with your friends and family.
This Sweet Sixteen Sammelan coming to NJ/NY and the broader US North East area in 16 years is a major milestone. We consider it
our blessing to be at this point in our respective lives to help host this Konkani Sammelan. We look forward for your continued
participation and support. If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions, reach us at sammelan@konkani2012.org.
See you at the Sammelan June 29-July 1, 2012.
Organizing Committee – Konkani Sammelan 2012

Konkani Sabha Events for 2012
We take this opportunity to thank you all for the support and your involvement in the Konkani Sabha activities in NJ/NY area during
the past year. During the last few weeks, we have met and put together a plan for 2012, and we would like to share this with you all.
Following are the highlights of the KONKANI SABHA activities for the year 2012.

Picnic: Rain or Shine
This year as NJ/NY and the broader US North East region is hosting the Konkani Sammelan, we have decided to do our picnic in
August rather than our regular June picnic schedule.
Date: Saturday, August 25, 2012
Time:10 AM to sunset
Location: Mercer Park East Picnic Area, 1347 Edinburg Dutch Neck Rd
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550
Cost:$5 (18 years and older) and $3 (ages 3 to 17) payable at the registration desk at the venue - To cover the cost of rent of the park,
beverages, watermelon and supplies.
Activities: Children’s activities, Cricket, Badminton, and Volleyball
Note: Please bring food items (entre only) enough for 2 families. Dessert will be provided by Konkani Sabha. For details including
directions, visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/
So, come on, don’t miss out on the fun!!

Diwali:
Date: Saturday, November 10th, 2012
Time:3:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Location: Shri Venkateswara Temple Community Center, Bridgewater, NJ 780 Old Farm Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Tel:(908) 725-4477
Cost: Registration and Payment by October 20th - $16 (12 years and older) and $9 (ages 6 to 12) Registration after October 20th and
at the door - $18 (12 years and older) and $11 (ages 6 to 12) Advance Registration and payments will also be accepted at the picnic
Activities: Variety Entertainment, Socialization, Appetizer and Dinner
We once again thank you all for your support. We hope to have continued support and involvement from all of you in the coming
years. We also ask each of you to spread the word to any Konkanis you know. Also visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/
for details and updates.
Thanks and regards,
Office Bearers Konkani Sabha
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Konkanis In Southern States (KISS) Picnic – April 6–8, 2012
It’s time for a weekend of fun and excitement with your family and friends at the KISS (Konkanis in Southern States) 2012 picnic!
This is an annual picnic that we have held since 1988. Let us keep this rich tradition going. The picnic will be held at Fort Parker State
Park from 5 P.M. on Friday, April 6th to Noon on Sunday, April 8th . The park (http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/fortpark/ ) is located
7 miles south of Mexia and 6 miles north of Groesbeck on State Highway 14. The entrance is on Park Road 28. There will be pizza on
Friday evening. Meals on Saturday will include breakfast, lunch and dinner, and on Sunday there will be “BRUNCH.”
Come ready to have fun!

Registration Charges:
Early Registration: Please register on or before March 23rd 2012 :
Adults (12 and above)- $50
Senior Citizens (65 and above) and Children (between 5 and 12) - $35
Children 5 and under – FREE
Late Registration: After March 23rd 2012:
Adults (12 and above)- $60
Senior Citizens (65 and above) and Children (between 5 and 10) - $35
The park admission fee is NOT included in the KISS registration charge, and each family has to pay at the park entrance. The
admission fee is $2 per day per person 13 years or older.
Accommodations: On site- Charges are included in the price. There are heated (and A/C) barracks with 96 bunk beds. Beds have
mattresses; you just have to bring sheets, blankets and pillows. Availability is on a “first-come-first-serve” basis.
Off site – We have discounted rates for KISS guests at the establishments below. Mention KISS or Mr. Santosh Pai for special rates.
1. Best Western Inn, 1012 N Ellis Street, Groesbeck, Texas, 76642-2107 ($55 + Tax); Ph: 1-254-729-0077
2. Days Inn, 1304 North Hwy 14 Groesbeck, TX 76642 ($55 + Tax); Ph: 1-254-729-3335
3. Best Western Limestone Inn & Suites, 1314 East Milam Street Mexia, TX 76667-2533 ($60 + Tax); Ph: 1-254-562-0200
Area Coordinators:
Austin: Mr. Dinaker Rao (512-837-7159
Dallas: Mr. Prakash Kagal (972-633-5605),
Mr. Arvind Betrabet (469) 688-5021
Houston: Ms. Neela Kamath (281-498-3188),
Mr. Suresh Shenoy (281-494-0153)
Registration:
Registration Form available online at http://dl.dropbox.com/u/24518155/KISS%202012%20Registration.pdf
Please make checks payable to Mr. Asit Kini
Mail Registration Form with check to
Asit Kini
PO Box 270905, Flower Mound, TX 75027.
If you have trouble with online form access, use the form below..
************************************************************************************************************
Please return the Registration Form to attend KISS 2012 with the following information
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State & Zip: __________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
E Mail: ________________________________________________________
# of People
Registration Fees
Adults ………………………………………………………………………......................................................
Senior Citizens (Above 65 Years) ………………………………………..........................................................
Kids (Between 5 and 10) …………………………………………………........................................................
Kids Below 5 Free…………………………………………………………………………...............................
Grand Total………………………………........................................................................................................
Arriving early on Friday ……………………………………………………………………………………….(Y/N)
Mail Registration Form with check to
Asit Kini
PO Box 270905, Flower Mound, TX 75027.
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070
(650) 596-0716
Web Address: Konkanicf.org
March 5, 2012
Getting Ready for Konkani Sammelan

Chair Persons:
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath
Email:
Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.org

Vice Chair Persons:
Vinayak & Radha Kudva
Email:
Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org

VP Finance & Secretary:
Ashok & Amita Bhatt
Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf.org
VP Implementation:

Ravi & Asha Baliga
Email: Ravi.Baliga@konkanicf.org

VP Publicity & Fund Raising:
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy
Email:
Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.org
VP Next Gen. & Communication:
Ananthkrishna & Sulatha Prabhu
ananth.prabhu@konkanicf.org

As we get ready for Konkani Sammelan 2012, we are reminded of the past
Konkani Sammelans. It is hard to believe that four years have passed since the
last sammelan. Looking back at every Konkani Sammelan, we realized that it is a
lot more than meeting and eating. It is a great occasion to develop a dialogue on
ideas of common interest; it is a time to recognize the great strides made by
many Konkanis in entrepreneurship, education, arts, culture, and in various
other professions; it is an event for us feel proud of our community; it is a point
in time to look at ourselves from where we were to where we can go and
everything that we have achieved. It is a source of hope, and inspiration for our
future generation.
It is at the Sammelan of 2008, Konkani Charitable Fund seedling was first
planted so that we can make a humanitarian work to better our community, and
Konkanis in particular. When the idea was discussed, the goals were clear. We
knew what we wanted to achieve; but we were far from knowing the path to
reach the goal. It took a few likeminded people to join hands and come up with a
strategic plan to nurture this seedling and make it grow. After two years, we
started seeing the fruits of that seedling which has now become a small plant.
Our Konkani friends started sending money for various humanitarian projects
from children’s welfare, healthcare, education and even lending a helping hand
to bring some sunshine to our senior citizens. We relished the fruits of this plant
and it has been the most heartwarming experience for all of us.
The happiness radiating from the face of parents when their 6 year old child
walked for the first time with the help of braces donated through KCF, the smile
of a 80 year old woman who could walk in the gardens of her retirement home
in the cool breeze of the evening because of solar pole lamps installed by KCF,
the tears of joy of a student who is now able to go to engineering college because
of the educational aid provided by the KCF, and the comfort of the elderly in a
nursing home knowing that they no longer have to live under a leaky roof
because KCF provided for a new roof have made us realize that we can receive
the greatest joy with our charitable work.
At the Konkani Sammelan 2012, we want to share this joy with everyone and
give an opportunity to be a part of this most rewarding experience. Please come
and talk to us at our Konkani Charitable Fund booth and join us celebrate the
Joy of Giving.
Devu Baren Koro

- Board of Directors, KCF
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ASTROPRO

For Vedic Almanac, Astro-chart, Muhurthas and Star
Match (compatibility)

NOW IN iTUN ES APP STORE
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Klassified
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers. Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America. The advertisement rates are:
Matrimonial (5 Lines)
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page
Subscribers
$15.00
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
Non-Subscribers
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
$160.00
Non Konkani
$50.00
$90.00
$170.00
$320.00
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay
anonymous by using Khabbar reference.
WANTED:
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be
published in Khabbar. Share your joy or grief with fellow Konkanis. Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake
Jackson, TX 77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com
KONKANI CHARITIES
APPEAL
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping
From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan
(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU
Scholarships. Send your generous contributions to: American
will be done by: Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi
Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram
Konkani Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN 46321
Bangalore 560 055
KONKANI CHARITIES
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps
in India. Send your donations to: Saraswat Foundation
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA 19067
KONKANI COOK BOOKS
The two Konkani Cook Books, "Indian Cooking Konkani
Style" and "Millennium Masala Konkani Style" published by
American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) are for sale. The
cost per book is $12.00 + $1.50 for S & H. Mail check
payable to A.K.A. to: Mrs. Sandhya Kamath, 440 Glencrest
Dr., Barrington, IL 60010, Phone: (847)-277-9771
skamath@aol.com
F R E E (For North American patrons only)
“Proud To Be Konkani” CD
Courtesy of KS-2002, the hit song “Proud To Be Konkani”
CD’s are available for FREE. Contact: khabbar@hotmail.com
to get your FREE copy.
MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining
a list of Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.
Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy
8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV 89145
Phone: (702)-341-6706; Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
Please call weekends only 10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)

Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest
Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, Sudarshana Homa &
Pavamana Homa, Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming
ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc., Shanthi
Paatha/Homa, Housewarming, Religious class – stotra’s
samskith etc., Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals),
Astrological consultation by phone and in person
Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha Navagraha
Satyanarayan Puja & other services
Puja/Homa services offered at the patron’s/priest residence.
366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI 53045
(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell)
www.puja123.com
Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com
APPEAL
A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of
Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to
Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized
Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence,
the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF,
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, to build this
Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website:
www.oldagehome-india.org
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE
As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:
B.S.Kamath, Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building,
Hari Shanker Joshi Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068
Tel: 011-91-22-2828-3392
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