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Khabbar Follies

In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a
Konkani point of view. The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel One person from TX wrote that there is NO solution to the

of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has quiz because there are NO Konkani mankads!

developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families

and here are some examples of those close encounters of a Another family, also from TX, gave the correct solution and

different kind.......... more. He went on to give the names of those eight Konkani
mankads! Starting with “Vasanth, and ........ 1” he named all

The responses to Khabbar quizzes are always lukewarm. | do the other seven and to my surprise, he is right!!

not know whether quizzes are tough or people just don’t care.

But, some people always respond on a regular basis and some Well, now, do we know who the other seven are? Should that

even add some “twist” into their answers. be the next quiz? Just kidding. Please, don’t send me the

Case in point is about the solution to the last quiz (Khabbar names of the other seven Konkani mankads.

Vol. XXXIV - No. 1) about Konkani mankads. Fkkkk

SUBSCRIPTION FORM:

Dear Konkani family,

It is time to renew your subscription for 2011. The numbers on the mailing label clearly
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2008. Please, note that
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging on
to eKhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at $15.00/yr.
Please, don't pay for future years! Fill the form below and send your subscription with a
check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis
please pay cash or MO in US$)

Name :

Spouse Name:

Address:
Telephone:
Email ID:
............................................................................................................... CRILATLEN.....tretc ettt sae e sane
Name Boy/Girl d.o.b. Hobby/Interest

Comments, if any:
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Dear Konkani family,
I hope all is well with you and your
family.

This issue of Khabbar has been mailed to
ALL families that have paid dues at least
once since 2009. In other words, families
who have not paid since 2008 will not be
receiving this issue. The numbers on the
mailing label clearly indicate the year/s
the dues for Khabbar has been received
since 2009 and if there is any error let me
know.

Even in these tough economic times, the
Advisory Committee of Khabbar has
decided that the annual dues will remain
the same at $15.00 a year and for that you
get:

e  Four issues of the Khabbar,

e  Annual Mailing List and

e Discounted advertisement rates.

This issue has not been mailed to families
that have specifically indicated that they
will access eKhabbar. The on-line version
of Khabbar, eKhabbar, will be on the web
a quarter after mailing the hard copies.

Please, note it is time to renew your
subscription for 2011 if you have not
already. The Khabbar Mailing List is a
prized possession of our community and
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send names
and addresses of Konkani families that are
not in the list to P. O. Box 222, Lake
Jackson, TX 77566-0222, or email
khabbar@hotmail.com and rest be assured
that I’11 “Khabbarize ” them!

This year the Konkani Youth Convention
will be held in Houston from August 5" to

EDITORIAL

7" Khabbar will publish all the details as
them become available. Already Konkani
youth from 11 States have registered for
this event. | request every parent to
encourage their Kkids to attend this
convention. For further information
contact kirthanshenoy@gmail.com
seema.r.kamath@gmail.com or
eudyavar@gmail.com. Any help you
render to our youngsters is highly
appreciated.

Yes, we will have Konkani Sammelan in
2012 (KS-2012). Thanks to Dr. Gopal
Bhandarkar and his enthusiastic team of
volunteers, the progress made for KS-
2012 is very encouraging.

Khabbar will publish all the developments
and progress made by NAKA on an on-
going basis. Send your constructive
suggestions to any of the Directors of the
NAKA Board. Also, Khabbar will publish
progress made by Konkani Charitable
Fund (KCF) on a regular basis.

The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in
your area who send in the hoon Khabbars
on a regular basis are doing an
outstanding job. Remember, if it did not
appear in Khabbar, then it did not
happen in North America! If your area
is not represented wholly, let me know
and I'll recruit more volunteers. You can
send the news items via email
(khabbar@hotmail.com).

On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still
remained as a champ. We have only 12
correct responses to the last quarter’s
quiz! Let us see how you will do with this
quarter’s quiz!?!

The progress of the ambitious project,
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas
Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks
to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has
devised a method wherein families
wanting to help Konkani Bhas Ani
Sanskriti Pratistan can do so with
relative ease! Call him at (702)-341-6706
or email: bastishenoy@gmail.com if
interested to extend your help for this
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has
become a center of attraction and | urge
all North American Konkanis to visit the
Kendra to see what way they can benefit
from this. Also, see in what way we can
help our brethren who are doing an
outstanding job in preserving our culture.

Khabbar will always publish appeals for
charity free of charge but cannot collect
money on behalf of any charity. Families
are encouraged to send the money directly
to the concerned charities or thru KCF if
approved by KCF. Khabbar firmly
believes in helping our people whether it
is in India or here. Here’s a link to all the
appeals | gotten so far:
http://www.ekhabbar.com/Special Appeals
.htm

I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from
this world will materialize soon. Hope
Peace & Tranquility will prevail.

Have a great and safe summer.

Devu Boren Karo.

Vasanth
Honorary Editor
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L_etters to the Editor ......

Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise. Letters may be edited for publication.
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters. Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.

*hkkkkk

Konkani Sammelan — 2012- June 29, 30 & July 1, 2012

Dear Editor,

With approval from NAKA Board, we, the volunteers from Tri State area , today launch our project to hold Konkani Sammelan 2012
(KS-2012) in our area. The dates are June 29, 30 & July 1, 2012, ( Friday, Saturday and Sunday) and the venue will be New Jersey
Convention and Exposition center in Edison, NJ.

After a lapse of almost three years of no Konkani Sammelans in North America, | think our community is yearning for one. While trying
to get feelers about possibility of hosting KS-2012, the response | got from tristate area and across North America was overwhelming. |
really feel we are ready to host KS-2012.

First meeting was held on Memorial Day, May 30th. A core group of 55 enthusiastic & eager volunteers attended the meeting. | rolled
out the plan for the Sammelan. The following positions were named:

President: Gopal Bhandarkar
Pratibha Bhandarkar
Vice President: Ravi Shenoy
Sharda Shenoy
Treasurers: Damodar Baliga & Gurudutt Kamath
Food Committee: Suresh Shenoy, Sharda Shenoy, & Shobha Rao
Entertainment: Nina Padukone & Arun Manelkar
Souvenir Committee: Ganesh Kudva & Chaitanya Bijoor
Fund Raising: Gopal Bhandarkar, Ganesh Bhat, Dev Kini, Ravi Shenoy & Divakar Shenoy
Meeting & Seminar: Rajesh Mallya & Ganapathi Kamath
Awards Committee: Vasudev Nayak & Krishna Prabhu
Decorations Committee: Sharda Shenoy & Shobha Rao
Registration & Web: Sandesh Bhat, Vivek Shenoy & Sheela Manelkar
Publicity Committee: Santosh Kamat
Medical Conference: Dr. Ganesh Bhat & Dr. Premila Bhat
Audio Visual Committee: Vineet Nayak
Transportation & Accommodation Committee: Prem & Jyoti Shenoy
Youth Committee: Mahanth Joishy & Apoorva Shenoy
Hospitality Committee: Shaila Nayak, Vidya Nayak, & Poornima Kamath
Facilities: Arun Heble & Saraswathy Naimpally

An executive committee was created which includes The President, the Vice President, & 3 members at large, Dr Vasudev
Nayak, Damodar Baliga & Nina Padukone.

I urge all of you work hard for the Sammelan, make it one of the best Sammelan, so that you can look back & proudly say “Yes, I was
part of it”. We have only 14 months to go & | say "Yes, We Can!" and “we will”.

Gopal Bhandarkar M.D., bhandarkar11705@gmail.com

Editor’s Reply:
Thank you for spearheading KS-2012. You are right. Our community in North America is really ready for these biennial sammelans.

The Advisory Committee of Khabbar will provide all the support needed for you and your team to make this event, KS-2012, a success.
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Congratulations:
RAKSHITH NAIK (Shannu) of
Houston, TX, SUNIL G. SHENQY of
Spring, TX and SURESH B.
SHENOY of Sugar Land, TX
participated in the 29" Annual BP MS
150, a two-day fundraising bike ride
from Houston to Austin organized by
the National MS Society, Lone Star
Chapter in April 2011. It's the largest
non-profit event of its kind in North
America with 13,000 registered
cyclists, 3,000 volunteers and
countless supporters and spectators.
The BP MS 150 in its history, has
raised more than $131 million for MS
research, programs and services for
persons living with Multiple Sclerosis.
This is the third time for Shannu,
second time for Sunil and first time for
Suresh to participate in this great event
and all these Konkani riders raised
more donation than their goal.

On Saturday, May 21st, 2011, the
India Center of Clear Lake (ICCL)
Seniors' Club hosted their fourteenth
annual reception for high school
graduates of Indian origin from the
Clear Lake area. This year over fifty
students from the Clear Creek
Independent School District were
honored, including one valedictorian
(Saurabh Limaye of Clear Brook High
School) and one salutatorian (Neil
Patel of Clear Brook High School).
Smt. RADHA GOLIKERI of Clear
Lake, who was instrumental in
organizing the event, gave the
welcome address. Dr. Devdutt
Nagarkar of Sugar Land, TX served
as the keynote speaker and offered
words of wisdom to the graduates. Mr.
Lachhman Das, one of the longest
standing members of ICCL, presented
the gifts to each student. The MC for
the event was Ms. Rita Golikeri. The
event was held at Mogul Indian
Restaurant in Clear Lake. Nearly 600
students have been felicitated since the
first reception in 1998.

Dr. AJIT B PAI, MD of Richmond,
VA co-authored the chapter "Special
Considerations for Military Personnel:
Unique Aspects of Blast Injury" in the
recently  published  Manual of

Traumatic Brain Injury Management
(Demos Medical, editor; Zollman).
Another chapter he co-authored is
currently in  press and titled
"Metabolic Disorders" in the second
edition of Spinal Cord Medicine
(Lippincott  Williams & Wilkins,
editor: Campagnolo and Kirshblum).
Both titles are core books for care
providers working in the fields of
traumatic brain injury and spinal cord
injury.

BINA KAMATH successfully
completed the Payroll Compliance
Practitioner certification in Dec '10
conducted by the Canadian Payroll
Association. On April 18th 11 she was
promoted to "Payroll Administrator,
Intermediate Accountant" by
ZoomerMedia Ltd. Television
Division.

The Society of Professional Journalists
(SPJ) the nation's most broad-based
journalism organization, dedicated to
encouraging the free practice of
journalism, awarded First Place in
“Excellence in Journalism
Competition-2010” in Pacific
Northwest region to The Seattle Times
in Business Reporting. The Seattle
Times team consisted of SANJAY
BHATT of Seattle, WA, Jennifer
LaFluer and Genevieve Alvarez.

The Society of Professional Journalists
(SPJ) the nation's most broad-based
journalism organization, dedicated to
encouraging the free practice of
journalism, awarded First Place in
“Excellence in Journalism
Competition-2010” in Pacific
Northwest region to The Seattle Times
in Personalities Reporting. The Seattle
Times team consisted of SANJAY
BHATT of Seattle, WA, and Marc
Ramirez.

Dr. PRABHAKAR BALIGA MD, of
Mt. Pleasant, SC, Professor and Chief,
Division of Transplant Surgery at
Medical University of South Carolina
was named to the FITTS-RAJA
ENDOWED CHAIR IN
TRANSPLANT SURGERY on June
9, 2011.

Hoon Khabbar

This is a very high and prestigious
honor for a true Konkani son.
Prabhakar is the son of Dr K
Rathnakar and Suneethi Baliga and
brother of Arkal Vasanthi Shenoy of
Delmar, CA. He received an
Achievement Award during Konkani
SammeLAn 2004 in LA. He is married
to Kamakshi and their older son
Abhay attends Georgia Tech and
younger son joins as freshman this fall
at Colorado State University.

Mr. GANAPATHI KAMATH, CPA,
CMA, CIA of North Brunswick, NJ
became a Partner at Loeb & Troper
LLP a CPA firm based in Manhattan,
NY, which is a recognized leader in
the health care, not-for-profit and
special needs industries. To celebrate
this happy occasion, his wife, Mrs.
Suvarchala Kamath gave a party to
friends and family on May 29, 2011 at
Rasoi Banquet, South Brunswick, NJ.

Konkani Graduates:
AJAY, s/o Manohar & Ajita Shenoy
of Suffield, CT has successfully
completed his Masters Degree in
Economics from the University of
Michigan and is well on his way to
complete his doctorate in Economics.

SMITA, d/o Vilas & Sneha Prabhu of
Lancaster, PA, earned her M.Ed. in
Language and literacy on May 6, 2011
from  Millersville  University  of
Pennsylvania. Smita already has a BA
with a double major in Spanish and
International Studies. She plans to be a
teacher in Spanish and ESL in
secondary schools.

CHETAN, s/o Girijanand & Jyothi
Bhat of Loma Linda, CA, graduated
in the top 1% of his high school class
and will be joining University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) for
his undergraduate studies.

MAKANA, d/o Darrell & Sagary
Krulce of Solana Beach, CA,
graduated from Torrey Pines High
School, San Diego. She plans to study
Chemical Engineering as a Trustee
Scholar, Viterbi School of
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Engineering, University of Southern
California (USC) in Los Angeles

SHUBIR, s/o Nikil & Sujata Dutt of
Irvine, CA, graduated from University
of California, Berkeley in Cognitive
Sciences and received the Robert J.
Glushko  Undergraduate  Research
Award in Cognitive Sciences. He will
be joining University of California,
San Francisco (UCSF) Memory and
Imaging Center as a research associate
doing research.

SEEMA, d/o Vivek & Jyoti Ullal of
Simi Valley, CA, graduated from
University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), with Applied Maths major.
She is awarded 2011 Chancellor’s
Service Award and lifetime award for
excellence in leadership and service to
UCLA and the community. She will be
teaching High School Math in Newark
(N.J.) School District through Teach
for America program from mid-
August.

VIKRAM, s/o Vinod & Radhika
Hattiangadi of Tustin, CA, completed
his Master's in Chemical Engineering
from California State University, Long
Beach in December 2010. They held
the graduation/convocation ceremony
on May 27th, 2011. He joined
Chevron from February 2011.

Dr. AMBIKA SHENOY, d/o Dr.
Rajarama & Aneetha Shenoy of
Shelton CT, completed Pediatric
Pulmonology Fellowship at the Yale
University School of Medicine.
Additionally, she completed a 4th
Year of training through a grant
awarded by the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation. She will be starting in
August 2011 as an Attending
Physician at the A.l. duPont Hospital
for Children in Wilmington, DE,
affiliated with Thomas Jefferson
University in Philadelphia.”

Newly Weds:

Chi. VIVEK, of New York, NY, s/o
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath of
Edison, NJ married Sow. SUMA, d/o
Drs Kesavan & Prabha Sudheendran
of Memphis, TN on Saturday March
26" 2011 at Beachfront, Azul
Sensatori Resort in Puerto Morales,
Mexico.

Change in Contact Info:
PUSHPA DESAI of Missouri City,
TX has changed her phone to (832)-
539-4854 (Home & Fax) and the
second phone is (713)-510-5907.

Relocation:
The SHENOY family, Madhu &
Sunila, have relocated to 16 Kate's
Glen, Plymouth, MA 02360. The new
telephone is (508) 224-6430 and email
ID: ShenoyM@aol.com.

The NAYALKARS, Suresh & Jyoti
have moved within Sugarland, TX to
1707 Randons Point Dr., Sugar Land,
TX 77478. as of Monday May 9th
2011. Their new phone number is
(832)-886-5919 and email IDs:
suresh@nayalkar.com and
jnayal@hotmail.com

The NAYAK family, Harish &
Jennifer, together with their kids,
Kiran, and Ariana have moved from
Rochester, NY to 33 Fox Hill Drive
Fairport, NY 14450. The email ID:
harish.nayak@gmail.com

New Arrival:
VAIBHAYV, a baby boy to Shrinath &
Arundhati Shenoy of San Diego, CA
on Feb 7, 2011. A younger brother to
Gaurav. The proud paternal
grandparents are Narayan & Malathi
Shenoy of Kundapura and maternal
grandparents are Devadas & Prathima
Nayak of Shimoga.

SUNAYA LEELA, a 6 Ibs 14 oz, 20
inch baby girl born to Sidhya
Jayakumar & Maneesh Amancharla of
Austin, Texas on May 15, 2011. The
proud maternal grandparents are Jay &
Shanthi Jayakumar of Austin, TX and
the proud paternal grandparents are
Amaresh & Jyoti Amancharla of
Houston, TX.

1% Birthday Bash:
SIDDHI, d/o Anil & Shilpa Pai of
Stroudsburg, PA celebrated her 1°
birthday with family and friends.
Weather was great and kids played
games. Food was excellent. On the
whole, it was a fun-filled day.

Brahmopadesham:
Chi. ARJUN, s/o Gopal & Deepa
Prabhu of San Jose, CA celebrated the
Brahmopadesham  ceremony  on
Saturday, April 9th, 2011 at Jain
Center Of Northern California,
Milpitas, CA.

Needless to say, the vatu is busy doing
sandyavandanams.

75" Birthday Bash:
Families and friends of
VENKATESH KAMATH of
Northvale, NJ gave a surprise 75th
Birthday bash on March 26th at Sitar
Palace in Orangeburg, NY. It was very
special event for a very special person.

Leaving for India:
The NAYAK family, Ramesh &
Neerajakshi of N. Billerica, MA will
leave for India for good. Khabbar
wishes the Nayaks all the best.

Obituary:

Long time KAO member Smt
RAJALAXMI known as Leela in
Karnataka Society Mumbai wife of
Madhusudan passed away on Jan 14th
2011, due to Cancer, She was 52.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to the beleaguered family. Rajalaxmi
was hailing from a well-known south
Indian dance Bharata Natyam family,
her father is a renowned murdungam
artist and a retired producer of All
India Radio Mumbai Karnatak
Sangeet.  Rajalaxmi  was  very
outspoken, loving, caring, supportive
and a wonderful person, she use to
attend all the events and programs of
the association, her friendship and
respect to everyone was well known.
Her dance contribution to Konkani
Sammelan through her daughter
Minakshi was one of the outstanding
and remembered by every Konkani
member who attended the event.
Rajalaxmi’s intention was to bring this
KAO to a bigger platform making
each and every Konkani to attend
every event not to forget our strong
culture and bring this association a big
success. Let us pray for her wish come
true and make use of this association
by interacting with every one and give
their helping hand and valuable time
for our future generation.
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Smt. VATSALA PAI (73) passed
away in Mumbai on January 14, 2011.
She is survived by 2 sons, 2 daughters
and their families. Khabbar sends
heartfelt condolences to her son,
Shivdas Pai and family of
Scarborough, Ont.

Dr. PARAMSOTHY
SIVAGURUNATHAN passed away
peacefully on Sunday, March 6th,
2011. Khabbar sends heartfelt
condolences to his daughter Nisha Pai
and son- in law of Dr. Nikhil Pai.

SUMITRA SHENOY KONCHADY
(78) passed away peacefully on March
7th 2011 in New Jersey. Khabbar
sends heartfelt condolences to her
daughter Neeta Acharya & family of
Jackson Heights, NY, son Vivek
Shenoy & family of Edison, NJ, son
Krishnanand Shenoy & Family, son
Devanand Shenoy & family of Jackson
Heights, NY, daughter Chanchala
Manjunath Nayak & family of Jackson
Heights, NY, daughter Bina Vasanth
Baliga & family of Jackson Heights,
NY, daughter Rohini Shenoy & family
of Bangalore, India., son Shivanand
Shenoy & family, Abu Dhabi UAE.

Smt. TARA G. NAYAK (82) w/o late
Mr. S G Nayak of Mumbai passed
away peacefully in Mangalore on
March 22nd 2011. Khabbar sends
heartfelt condolences to her daughter,
Gita Bantwal & family in Jamison,
PA, sons Radhakrishna Nayak &
family of Mangalore, and Ajit Nayak
& family of Denver CO.

She had moved to Mangalore from
Mumbai in April, after her husband
passed away after spending 55 years in
Bombay. She will always be
remembered for her hospitality and
great cooking; some of her recipes
won prizes in various cookbook
contests. When she was a student at
Canara High School in Mangalore she
won prizes for badminton and ring
tennis. She also excelled at sewing
clothes and in machine embroidery
and her work has been displayed at
exhibitions. Always cheerful, she
never complained and cooked until a
month before she passed away. Her
grandson Vivek Bantwal had this to
say about her: “I will miss Amama.
The thing I most hope to take away
from her is her energy and optimism.
She was always enthusiastic and
whether she had an easy day or a
difficult day her demeanor was always

positive and that’s how I’ll always
remember her.”

Smt. SUMAN BHAT (nee Prafulla
Shenoy) w/o Late Dr J V Bhat passed
away peacefully surrounded by loving
family and friends on April 5, 2011 in
Bangalore after a brief illness. She
leaves behind her daughters Ramani
and Nalini; sons Satchidanand and
Girijanand; nine grandchildren and a
large circle of family and friends.

UDYAVAR DEVDAS DUTT,
husband of Ravikala Dutt of Baroda,
India and father of Nikil Dutt of
Irvine, CA, passed away on May 31st,
2011. He is survived by his wife, two
sons, Nikil and Rohil and their
families. Khabbar conveys heartfelt
condolences to the grieving family
members.

*kkkkik

Send your “hoon Khabbars” to:
Khabbar,

PO Box 222

Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222
Email: khabbar@hotmail.com

KONKANI HAPPENINGS

DC Metro Konkanis celebrated the Ugadi Festival on Saturday, April 2 from 6:30 PM to 11:00 PM at Cascade Senior Center in
Sterling, VA. The function started with “Meet and Greet with Appetizers” followed by Cultural Program consisting of Kids Program:
Ages 1 to 3 (Fancy Dress), Ages 3 and above (Dance, Music or any other talent performance), Adults (Dance, Songs, Fashion Show,
Skit, Jokes/Speech). After the Ugadi Special Jevan, the Open Dance Floor kept the people on their feet all night long.

Konkanis converged at the Fort Parker State Park in Mexia, TX to participate in the Konkanis in Southern States (KISS) picnic from
April 22 to 24, 2011. The weather was beautiful throughout the weekend and everyone enjoyed the festivities. This year event was led

by the Houston area Konkanis.

As always, the function started with pizza and bhajias on Friday with lots of Karaoke singing and jokes followed by dancing. The
delicious meals (Breakfast, lunch and dinner) on Saturday specially catered by Udipi Café were a treat to the Konkani palate. There
were varieties of sports, many activities during the day on Saturday with a first-class entertainment in the evening. The entertainment
included performances from all age groups with popular songs, classical and Bollywood dances, instrumental pieces and comedy
routines. After the evening program, almost all were on the dance floor till the wee hours. There was plenty of time for socializing and

for panchaadika.

Overall, this was another memorable picnic, a 23" KISS picnic with the highest number ever attending a KISS picnic with lots
of new comers . Kudos to our organizers and the attendees!!

HAAS Update:

By: Special KISS Correspondent

The Houston Area Amchigale Samaj ( HAAS) held the annual Satyanaryan pooja on Saturday February 12" 2011 at Eldridge Park
Community Center Hall, in Sugar Land, TX.

The Houston Area Amchigele Samaj (HAAS) held a "Spring Fling" picnic event at the Lost Creek Park in Sugar Land, TX on April
16, 2011. There was plenty of great food and also fun events for both kids and adults. Link is at http://www.ourhaas.com/37.html
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Also, on June 24, HAAS is organizing a Big Bollywood Bash event at the Austin Parkway Community Center. This will be a
Bollywood themed fun event with a Bollywood costume parade, chaat stall, Bollywood trivia games, karaoke and open floor dancing.
Contact: gautamshiralkar@hotmail.com

Submitted by: Gautam Shiralkar, gautamshiralkar@hotmail.com

Konkani Sabha held their annual summer picnic at Mercer Park East Picnic Area in NJ on Saturday June 11" 2011

AMKA update:
It has been a busy six months for the American Midwest Konkani Association (AMKA) headquartered in Chicago, IL. We have
had a bowling event and our annual Ugadi celebration both of which were enjoyable and had excellent member participation

Our most recent event was a new volunteering initiative “AMKA-cares” was held on May 15th and was co-ordinated by AMKA
committee members Anand and Leena Balsekar. AMKA members and children spent time with residents of the Westmont
Convalescent and rehabilitation Center in Westmont, IL. Eight musical performances from AMKA children set the tone for an
enjoyable afternoon. The highlight of the afternoon was a game of bingo which was lively not only for the residents but for AMKA
volunteers as well — thanks to the excitement that AMKA youth committee members Kunal Savkur and Raj Acharya brought by the
lively way in which they conducted the game. It was a touching sight to see AMKA members and children wholeheartedly mingling
and chatting with the residents as well as helping them come in and out of the dining hall, play the game, etc. The residents seemed to
enjoy the time we spent with them.

Thanks to the generosity of AMKA members, we were able to give several gifts to all participants of the Bingo game. Also, we
collectively made a financial contribution to the Westmont Rehab and convalescent center.

This new AMKA volunteering initiative was a profound and touching experience for all of us — it gave us a glimpse into the lives of
the residents and permitted us to show our support for them, even if it is for the brief time we spent with them.

AMKA Ugadi celebration was held on April 9 at the Balaji temple, Aurora, IL. The evening commenced with traditional Aarti and
bhajan and was followed by a lively entertainment program that included 18 items and approximately 75 participants spanning all ages.
Following this a traditional Konkani Jevan, cooked by committee members, was served to all attendees and was much relished.
Daandiya Ras followed the dinner and was a fitting finale to an exciting evening. Overall, it was an enjoyable start to the new year for
the 185 attendees who were present.

Our next event is a picnic at Blackwell forest preserve, Wheaton, IL on August 13, 2011. For forthcoming events and additional details
regarding AMKA, please visit our website www.amkachi.org

Submitted by: Surendra Basti (sbasti@yahoo.com

Konkani Association of California (KAOCA) Updates:
Konkani Association of California in the Bay Area has been active in the last few months organizing the following:

Family Giving Tree Volunteering (1 KAOCA participated in a volunteer event on Dec 19th 2010 in collaboration with the Family
Giving Tree, a well know local volunteer organization that helps in fulfilling holiday gift wishes of children living below the poverty
line in the Greater Bay Area. The response for the event from KAOCA members was so overwhelming that we were able to gather 60
volunteers within two days. We had many families with adults and kids alike participate in sorting and wrapping gifts. It was a great
learning experience for KAOCA kids and everyone enjoyed some snacks after a fulfilling event.

Ugadi Function "] The annual KAOCA Ugadi Function was held on 26th March 2011 at the Sunnyvale Hindu Temple. The evening
started with shacks featuring rulaav, chooda, undo, brownies and sandwiches. The entertainment program MC theme was centered
around the hot topic of “social networking” with a premise that amchigeles have perfected this for decades. The program began with a
prayer. This was followed by a skit by some of the guest MCs on how social networking was done in the 60s in a temple corner
reminiscent of what happens typically back home at any social or religious event. The social networking theme was continued by the
Konkani Youth MCs throughout the evening program with various Konkani and English dialogs. The entertainment program continued
with a bhajan, classical Carnatic Song, a medley of classical song and Kathak dance, Goan Dance, a variety of songs and dances for
popular Bollywood numbers, western dance, middle school musical and finally topped by the all new Konkani Language Quiz that was
enjoyed greatly by the participants and the audience. There was quite an emphasis on the Konkani language in the program. The
entertainment program was followed by dinner featuring authentic Konkani items including dalithoy, chana gashi, batata humman,
ambe sasam, karathe & kanaga podis, nonche and madgane. This was followed by lively DJ music and dancing to Indian and Western
numbers. Another salient aspect of this year’s Ugadi function was the money raised for Konkani charitable causes in collaboration with
the Konkani Charitable Fund. KAOCA members donated over $1000 to the noble cause of helping needy Konkani students and the
elderly.
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Upcoming Events:
KAOCA will be having its traditional Sports Day combined with the all new Konkani Food Extravaganza at the Warm Springs
Community Center in Fremont on Saturday June 4th. In addition there will also be a Karaoke session followed by Bingo.
The annual KAOCA Summer Picnic is planned for Saturday August 20th at the Santa Clara Central Park. Additional details about the
event will be published on the KAOCA web site soon.
Mohan Kamath (2011 KAOCA President)
mohan_kamath@yahoo.com

www.kaoca.org

The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAQO) held a Communication/ Leadership/ Mentoring Workshop on Saturday March26, 2011
from 8:45AM to 5 PM at Earl Bales Community Centre in Toronto. The program for this workshop for the youth from 14 to 20 years
consisted of:

Part 1. Communication and Leadership

Evaluating a Speech

Preparing a speech

Delivering a speech

Introducing a speaker

Speeches by students and evaluations by students

Delivering an impromptu speech

Impromptu speeches

Conducting an effective meeting

PART 2. Mentoring

Teaching in Schools, University Teaching and Research, Medicine, Banking and Finance, Social Work/NGO, Corporate Finance and
Management Accounting, Academic and Applied Research and Pharmaceutical/Manufacturing/Quality Management.

The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) held their annual Ugadi function which included Talent Show and Sloka Recital on
Saturday April 9, 2011 at Earl Bales Community Centre in Toronto. The program included Aarti/ Sloka Recital by Kids, Bhajan,
Panchang Vachan, Talent Show, Snacks, Socializing and Clean-up.

The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAQO) held their annual SatyaNarayan Pooja on Saturday May 14, 2011 at Bharat Mata
Mandir in Brampton, ON.

Konkani Associations Office Bearers

Here is a listing of current Office Bearers of local Konkani Associations:

The Houston Area Amchigale samaj (HAAS) 2011/2012 Management Committee:
Gautam Shiralkar - President

Raghavendra Shenoy - Vice President

Rajnish Kelkar - Secretary

Arundhati Nagarkatti - Treasurer

Narendra Rao - Asst Treasurer

Sunil Pai - Youth Coordinator

The 2011 Office Bearers of the Konkani Sabha (KS):

Ganesh Kudva (President) ganeshmkudva@yahoo.com
Santosh Kamat(Vice President) santosh.kamat@utoronto.ca
Vivek Shenoy(Secretary) vivekshenoy@gmail.com
Dinakar Bhat(Treasurer) dbhat2@yahoo.com

Amit Kantak(Joint Secretary) kvamit@yahoo.com

The Konkani Association of Ontario (KAQO) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2010-2011
President: Chaitanya & Rupa Baliga, 905-553-2345, President@Ontario-Konkanis.com

Vice President: Pramod & Maithili Udiaver, 905-567-3610, VP@Ontario-Konkanis.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Ajay & Chitra Rao, 416-445-4442, Treasurer@Ontario-Konkanis.com

Jt. Secretary- Treasurer: Kartik Kulkarni, 647-401-2553, JtTreasurer@Ontario-Konkanis.com
Entertainment: Kashinath & Kasturi Nayak, 416- 315-3534, Entertainment@Ontario-Konkanis.com
Jt. Entertainment Coordinator: Kaustubh & Smruti Bailoor, 905-232-4702, JtEntertainment@Ontario-Konkanis.com
Food Coordinator:Diwakar & Poonam Kamath, 905- 232-4646, Food@Ontario-Konkanis.com

Jt. Food Coordinator: Geetha and Gopinath Rao, 905-494-1115, JtFood@Ontario-Konkanis.com
Webmasters: Jayesh & Gayatri Nayak, 416-880-5082, Web@Ontario-Konkanis.com

Jt. Webmaster: Anil & Leena Velgekar, 647-274-2019, JtWeb@ontario-konkanis.com
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Youth Coordinator: Deepti Shanbhag, 905-785-7047, Youth@Ontario-Konkanis.com

Jt. Youth Coordinator: Kaushik Baliga, 905-553-2345, JtY outh@Ontario-Konkanis.com

Advisory Committee/Scholarship Committee: Avinash & Madhuri Gaitonde, Som Naimpally, Nagesh & Bina Kamath, Neela
Sukhtankar, Gurunath & Vinaya Pai, Abhay Kulkarni, Hemant & Minal Tallur, Maya Kamath, Nishant Mankikar (Youth Rep.)

KHABBAR FROM KULAR

By: - Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY

350th year celebrations of Shri Gokarn Mutt were held at Mangalore with the divine presence of H.H. Sri Vidyadhiraj Thirth
Sripad Wader Swamiji of Shri Gokarn Parthagali Jeevotham Mutt. H.H. Swamiji honoured and felicitated eminent Bankers Mr.
M.D. Mallya, K.V. Kamath, H.S.U.Kamath, Mr. Jagadish Pai K.L. at a gala function.

On 5.3.2011 : Dr. Ramdas Pai, Chancellor, Manipal University for Padmabhushan Award and Mr. N. Yogish Bhat for elected as
Deputy Speaker of Karnataka State Legislative Assembly were honoured at a gala function at Mangalore Town Hall arranged by
World Konkani Centre. Dr. P.Dayananda Pai, Presided. Madam Grace Pinto, Founder, Ryan International Educational
Institutions was the Chief Guest. Mr. T.V.Mohandas Pai, Shri S.M.Arshad, Managing Director, Mohtisham Complexes Pvt. Ltd.
and Shri Pradeep G. Pai, Secretary, Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund gave felicitation speeches. Vishwa Konkani Sardar
Basti Vaman Shenoy welcomed the gathering. Mr. Venkatesh N. Baliga proposed Vote of Thanks.

On 26.03.2011 : Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy was honoured by Dr. M. Veerappa Moily, honourable Minister for
Law, Government of India at Vogga, Bantwal for his long standing services to the downtrodden and needy people. The function was
arranged by Rotary Club, Bantwal during Electrical supply to 100 houses of poor people of Bantwal area.

Ugadi was celebrated on 04.04.2011 throughout India with pomp and fervor and religious programmes.

Noted Konkani Kannada writer Mrs. Sandhya Shevagoor, wife of artist Shri Ramdas Shevagoor died at Mangalore on 13.4.2011.
She authored several Konkani Books especially for the younger once. She was felicitated by Dr. T.M.A. Pai Foundation and other
Konkani Associations in the past.

‘Kundya Kurkul’ age old Konkani Children Folk tale was staged at 11 places from Bangalore to Karwar. The folk drama is sponsored
by World Konkani Centre, produced by Mr. Prakash Shenoy and directed by Shri Jagan Pawar, Mangalore. The drama also
recorded at Bangalore Doordarshan Kendra (T.V.) by Mrs. Usha Kini, Assistant Director. The drama and the theme well received by
the public in all the places at Mangalore, Karkal, Bangalore, Udupi, Kundapura, Bhatkal, Honavar, Kumta, Karwar and Uppunda. (can
be seen on www.Vishwakonkani.Org )

‘Gumat’ the Kudumbi Community Hall was inaugurated on 17.4.2011 at Gurupur Yedapadavu. The Kudumbi Konkani people, a
Konkani Tribal Community with an history of over 1000 years from Goa, migrated to Udupi and Mangalaore districts.

20th All India Konkani Sahitya Sammelan was held at Karwar, Sadashivgad, Uttara Kannada District, Karnataka State. Dr. Meena
Kakodkar, eminent Konkani writer presided the 3 days” Sammelan and was inaugurated by Shri Giriraj Kishore, noted Hindi writer.

The Kalasha-Nidhi Stapana and Foundation Stone laid for the Garbha Gudi(Sanctum Sanctorum) of Shri Veera Venkatesh Temple,
Mangalore by Paramacharya of Shri Kashi Mutt H.H. Srimad Sudhindra Thirtha Swamiji on 6.5.2011(Akshaya Tritiya day).
Shishya SwamiJl, H.H. Sri Samyameendra Thirtha Swamiji was also present. It is Rs.8.00 Crore project.

The Biography "Adamya Chetana’ of Mr. R.V. Deshapande, Chairman emeritus of Konkani Bhas Ani Sanskriti Prathistan and
Founder V.R. Deshapande Educational Institutions, Haliyal, North Kanara District was released at Bangalore on 14.5.2011 by H.H.
Sri Ravishanker, Art of Living, Mr. K.V. Kamath (ICICI), Mr. T.V. Mohandas Pai (Infosys Technologies Ltd.) were the Chief
Guests.

World Konkani Centre has selected 15 teachers to teach Konkani from 6th Standard onwards in High Schools of Uttara Kannada,
Udupi and Dakshina Kannada districts. They will teach Konkani as Third language. The Karnataka Government has approved
Teaching of Konkani in High Schools of Coastal Karnataka.

On 22.5.2011 at Kochi Prabhakar Prakash Orphanage and Old Age Home constructed by Anugraha Charitable by Anugraha
Charitable Trust was inaugurated by H. H. Sri Samyameendra Thirtha Swamiji, Shishya Swamiji of Shri Kashi Mutt, Vishwa
Konkani Sardar Shri Basti Vaman Shenoy was honoured during the occasion for his services for Konkani language.
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Shri Vedavyasa Samskrit Vidya Pitha was inaugurated by H. H. Sri Shivananda Saraswati Swamiji of Shri Kavale Mutt on
25.5.2011 at Mulki near Shri Venkatramana Temple. A Samskrit books library having books of Rs.30.00 lakhs has been donated by
Shri Ramadas Kamath U (Director of Infosys Technologies Ltd., Bangalore).

2nd year Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund : Scholarship season has started.

World Konkani Centre has also launched "Kshamata’ and *"Mentorship’ for the Konkani youth. To enhance the employment potential
of the community’s youth, Vishwa Konkani Kendra has launched ‘Kshamata’, the Employable Skills Programme for Konkani Youth.
Vishwa Konkani Kendra has conceived an outreach programme to develop the innate potential of Konkani youth through relationship
based approach.

Infosys Announces Leadership Succession: K. V. Kamath named as the Chairman

Bangalore, India - April 30, 2011: The Board of Directors met today and announced the following changes to the Board.

Mr. N. R. Narayana Murthy appointed Chairman Emeritus.

Mr. K. V. Kamath named as the Chairman of the Board.

Mr. S. Gopalakrishnan named as the Co-Chairman of the Board.

Mr. S. D. Shibulal named as the Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director.

The appointments are effective from August 21, 2011. The decision of the Board is based on the recommendations of the Nominations
Committee. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Jeffrey S. Lehman, Chairman of the Nominations Committee said, "This is a great moment
for Infosys. These three leaders meld an extraordinary range of talents and experiences with a united commitment to drive the company
to unprecedented levels of accomplishment while remaining true to its historic values. We could not be in better hands."”

Manipal : Dr Ramdas Pai Among Padma Bhushan Awardees
As appeared in Daijiworld Media Network - Mangalore

Dr Ramdas Pai has been selected for this award for his contributions to the field of education as he continued the good work of his
father in developing the educational institutions set up by him. For the past three decades Dr Ramdas Pai has been striving hard to
improve the quality of the educational institutions he manages. He is a workaholic and though he is 75, age has not come in the way
of his activities or slowed down the pace of his work. As Chancellor of Manipal University, Associate Vice Chancellor of Manipal
Sikkim University, President of Manipal Education and Medical Group, he has been instrumental in ensuring top quality medical
treatment even to the common people. The father-son duo, late TMA Pai and Ramdas Pai has contributed immensely for the growth
of Mangalore and Udupi as a health care and educational hubs and bring them on par with that of the western countries.

Ramdas who is a medical graduate from Karnataka University obtained his masters in Hospital Administration from America’s
Philadelphia Temple University. He began his career in 1961 as the administrator of Manipal Hospital along with his father, and now
is a leading light in spreading medical education at the global level. Manipal University runs Manipal Medical College, Dental
College, Nursing and Pharmaceutical Colleges, Mangalore Medical College and Hospital, and also hospitals in Udupi and Karkala.
Manipal Institute of Technology (MIT) managed by him is recognized as one of the top most technical colleges of India.  As a result
of his vision and farsightedness, he has been successfully managing altogether 11 hospitals in South India, including Bangalore.

The Manipal Sikkim University which is a collaboration of Manipal Education and Government of Sikkim, provides distance
education. Credit goes to Ramdas Pai for opening college campuses in Malaysia, Nepal and Middle East countries. He is the initiator
of the “Arogya Card” introduced by Manipal University which has successful in providing top class medical facilities to the poorest of
the poor at a reasonable cost. Through Manipal Education Foundation, Dr Ramdas Pai has been providing Scholarship worth crores
to talented and meritorious students.

In true recognition of his valuable contributions to the field of education and health care, he has been selected for the prestigious
Padma Bhooshan award. He is the recipient of many national and international awards and now the President has recognized his
marvelous contributions to the field of health and education by selecting him for this award.

CUPID IS SECULAR

By: - Smt. Radha Golikeri, Houston, TX

Arranged marriages are not unique and have existed, in some form, in most societies all over the world. A generation ago, a bride and
a groom rarely spoke to each other and in many cases they did not see each other till the wedding day. Even today, in spite of
modernization, it still works in some cases.
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Advancement in all fields and industrialization has brought in its wake social mobility resulting in liberal attitudes towards mate
selection. Newspapers focus on matrimonial advertisements that give a wider scope and freedom to boys and girls to select their future
spouse. By and large, they choose partners who are like themselves with respect to age, education and social background. Good health,
sound character and special merits are also desirable qualities. A sense of humor may be taken into consideration. It is of paramount
importance in tiding over frictions, which are not rare in any human relationship.

Some families strongly insist that their children choose a partner from the same religion, and when they marry into another faith it is
disapproved of and viewed as a catastrophe or a cardinal sin. There are extreme cases, though few, where parents have threatened to
disown their sons or daughters for having married outside their religion. More often than not, these warnings become insignificant
when the grandchild arrives.

Religious difference should not affect personal relationships. People are born into different religions and taught their own faith.
Basically, each faith has similar teachings such as a code of ethics, a set of values, moral principles and standards of what is proper and
fitting. Emphasis is placed on truthfulness, impartiality, justice and respect for women. Staying away from evil doings is also an
important and common teaching. Followers of every faith will agree with these virtues and cautions.

The question of faith is absolutely a matter of one’s own choice and it is fostered and nurtured within oneself. Religion should not
come in the way of our dealings and friendships. Perhaps if we could have combined all religions’ teachings into one faith, the world
would have been much happier today.

KONKANI SAMMELAN and YOU, Perfectly Together

By: - Vasanth Bhat, Honorary Editor, Khabbar
“Hey, Vasanth, when is our next Sammelan?”
“You know, we look forward to meeting fellow Konkanis once every two years (during our biennial Sammelans). Any chance we will
ever have another Sammelan? And if yes, how soon?”
“We love these Sammelans. Good food, good friends, good networking, we really miss it. We need these Sammelans to return. Can
you do something?”

The Konkani Sammelan-2008 feels like a long time ago and people are yearning for another one of its kind. Every Konkani family
function that I have attended in North America, people have asked me such questions and it seems they are genuinely interested in the
return of these get-togethers.

The North American Konkani Sammelans, initiated in 1996, have been a success right from the beginning. What started out as
""Kindling the Konkani Spirit™ in NJ in 1996 grew up as ""Nurturing Konkani Culture™ in California in 1998. The Millennium
Sammelan in 2000 in Chicago boosted the Konkani spirits high by “Promoting Konkani Heritage'. And obviously the Konkani
Sammelan 2002 in Houston made us all **Proud to be Konkanis". The 2004 Konkani Sammelan in Southern California certainly did a
marvelous job in “Preserving Our Heritage & Promoting Our Youth”. The 2006 Canadian Sammelan helped us in “Remembering
Our Past & Looking To Our Future” and the 2008 Sammelan in Santa Clara “Awakened the Konkani in us All”.

The Sammelans have evolved from their humble beginnings in NJ to become a flagship event hosted by local Konkani associations
throughout North America. Every two years, some local Konkani associations would step up to the challenge of hosting a Sammelan.
And every time, they rose to the challenge. The 2-1/2 day events highlighted sumptuous Konkani food, entertainment, seminars and
workshops, etc. Konkani Sammelans have been a toast of our community. While the attendance has increased as an indicator of their
popularity, so has the management of hosting these Sammelans.

However, recently the perception has become that these Sammelans are too big to manage. The newer and smaller Konkani
associations are afraid even to discuss hosting one in their backyard! For these reasons there hasn’t been a Sammelan since 2008. The
future of Konkani Sammelans is uncertain.

Regardless, I continue to hear the question, “When is our next Sammelan?”

With this in mind, Ramesh Kamath and | approached Dr. Gopal Bhandarkar of Bayport, NY to see whether he had an interest to host
the Sammelan in 2012 in the Northeast. Gopal also felt a biennial Sammelan is a must for North American Konkanis and agreed to host
one if there was significant support from the local community. To his surprise, he found an overwhelming majority of people in the
tristate area of NY/NJ/CT who supported the idea. Even more surprising was that most of the people who supported this idea were the
younger generation Konkanis as well as the veterans who had gone through the rigorous exercise of hosting the Sammelan in 1996!
The mold has already been set for 2012. Now I can finally answer the question: Yes. We will have a Sammelan in 2012 in NJ, KS-
2012.
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What resources does KS-2012 have?

With an overwhelming majority of people supporting KS-2012, Gopal and his team will have an important ally, NAKA. Thanks to the
foresight of Nina Padukone, a not for profit organization, NAKA (North American Konkani Association) was formed soon after the
first Sammelan. With Nina, Dammu and | as founding members, NAKA has since been a force in assisting organizations of the
Sammelans. Most of the support was at advisory level. NAKA has also helped in fund raising efforts for all the Sammelans. All the
surplus funds from these Sammelans have been deposited with NAKA and today NAKA holds over $124k to promote Konkani
culture. NAKA in turn has provided seed money to all the Sammelans since 2004. NAKA has been transparent and quarterly
statements of accounts are published in Khabbar on a regular basis. NAKA will continue to wholeheartedly support Konkani
Sammelans in the future.

Further, NAKA is working with local Konkani organizations to explore whether there is an interest in hosting future Sammelans.
NAKA'’s door is always open for any constructive suggestions you may have.

NAKA also recruited key people from the previous Sammelans to join the Board. These people can guide the future Sammelans based
on their “lessons learned” from hosting Sammelans. As the leadership of NAKA changes, we can expect an infusion of new ideas
going forward. | look forward to these changes.

Path Forward:

| appeal to the community at large to get involved in helping KS-2012 and future Sammelans. Maybe our legacy will be set here in
North America. There is a questionnaire prepared by Ranjit Shiralkar. Here’s the link to that survey:
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/U2JX22SUUPAV

Please fill it out at your earliest convenience. Help us restore the Konkani Sammelan now and into the future.

HISTORY OF SARASWAT MIGRATIONS

To the editor of Khabbar,

Below is an article sent to me by a non Konkani friend, I had sent it to many of my friends every one liked it, it has generated lot of
interest in many Konkanis in India and also here in US. I do not know the author or any thing about the article, except it looked very
interesting, looks authentic, looks like lot of research has gone in, I thought if you can publish lot of other Konkanis can read about our
history. | am sending it to you exactly like I received it. I only wish I knew the author was . Thank you.

Shalini Bhat

sbhat@charter.net

Editor’s Reply:
Thanks. This unedited version will be published in parts

History of Saraswat Migrations

GSBs in Kerala

Saraswats in India Early settlements

Early origin > )

Migrations from Saraswat Desh FOL_'nd'nc_’ of I.<ash| Mutt
- . Major migrations and

In Bihar

= events

To Goa - .

Persecution
Kavale Mutt

Tirumala deity

Exodus from Goa The 20th century

Prelude

The history of Saraswats is a record of their struggle for existence and a chain of migrations, the longest
and the most wide spread among any groups in India. Even after generations and centuries they preserve
their culture and traditions intact. Their traditions are unique and tolerant that they worship Shakti, Shiva
and Vaishnava deities as well.
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Who are Gowda Saraswat Brahmins?

The Gowda Saraswat Brahmins claim their origin to the Brahmins who lived on the banks of the now extinct
river Saraswati of Punjab. They derived their name from either the river Saraswati or from their spiritual
leader Great Sage Saraswat Muni who lived on the banks of Saraswati. These Brahmins were one of the
Pancha Gowda Brahmin groups who lived north of the Vindhyas. They belonged to Smarta tradition and
primarily worshiped the five deities: Shiva, Vishnu, Devi, Surya and Ganesha. Throughout the course of
history, the Saraswat Brahmins have migrated to a variety of locations and are found mostly in Western
coast of India.

Brahmins in India

The Brahmins in India were divided into two major groups based on geographical origin of the people. The
Brahmin groups that lived to the north of the Vindhyas were referred to as Gowda Brahmins, whereas the
Brahmins who lived to the south of the Vindhyas were referred to as Dravida Brahmins. Each group was
further divided into five sections according to the regions of their settlement.

The five (Pancha) Gowda Brahmin groups were Saraswats, Kanyakubjas, Gaudas, Utkals, and Maithilas. The
five (pancha) Dravida Brahmin groups were Andhras, Maharashtras, Dravidas or Tamils, Karnata, and Kerala
Brahmins.

As the southern brahmins had domiciled in the south for long, the Saraswats who came to the South newly
were described by the local brahmins as Gowda Brahmins in general (because they belonged to Panch
Gowda group) and thus the prefix Gowda was added to the Saraswats who were from the Saraswat region.

The origin

The exact origin of the Saraswat Brahmins is difficult to ascertain. The Saraswat Brahmins are mentioned in
the Vedas, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the Bhagavata and even the Bhavisyottara Purana. According
to Puranas, they are Aryan migrants from Central Asia who came to the Indian sub-continent through the
Hindu-Kush mountains and the Khyber pass to south in about 2000-1500 B.C. Click to see location of
settlements

Most of them settled along the banks of Saraswati river. There were more than 1200 such settlements of
migrants. They settled to an agrarian life, supplemented by cattle grazing. These settlers came to be known
as Saraswats. Education was of great importance to the Saraswats and so they taught their young the
Sanskrit language and enlightened themselves from the Rig Veda. Although they spoke Sanskrit in public,
they innovated a simplified version of Sanskrit called Brahmani which they spoke only at home. This
language was the grass-root for the present day Konkani language. Over the years along the Saraswati, the
Saraswats established the concept of Kuladevatas or family gods, and began worshipping
them.

They accepted the Great Sage Saraswat Muni (son of Rishi Dadichi), living on the banks of

Saraswati as their Guru. There were about 60,000 (Shatsahasara) Brahmins who were his

disciples. When a severe famine which lasted for about 12 years hit the region and the crops

were not enough to feed everyone, the survival of the Saraswats was at stake. When they
Y could find no apparent solution to their vexing problem, at the advice of their Guru who was

~ pragmatic, they started to feed on fish from the Saraswati river for survival. Thus they
became the only fish-eating Brahmins ever known. This settlement was in the land between the
saraswati and Drishadvati rivers.

A story: The fish eating habit of Saraswat Brahmins finds mention even in Ramanyana. Before performing
Rajasuya yagna, Shri Rama asked Lakshmana to invite all the Brahmins for the yagna. Lakshmana invited
everybody, except Gaud Saraswat Brahmins. When asked, Lakshmana explained that he observed them
eating fish, which was considered non-vegetarian and therefore they could not be Brahmins. Shri Rama was
puzzled and asked Lakshmana to elaborate what he saw. Lakshmana explained how the Brahmins would
catch the fish, separate the head and tail from the fish, then using vedic mantras rejoined the head and tail.
They would then release the fish in water. The fish would live again. The Brahmins ate the middle portion of
the fish. Shri Rama was impressed. Since the Brahmins were not killing the fish, he felt that no sin was
committed. Shri Rama instructed Lakshmana to invite Saraswat Brahmins to the Rajasuya Yagna.
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The River Saraswati and Saraswat Desh

The mythological river Saraswati (named after the Goddess Saraswati),
flowed in Northern India in the present Punjab and Rajasthan region,
from the Himalayas to the western sea near Dwaraka in Gujarat. The
vedas were composed mostly on her banks. The Rig Veda describes this
river as the holiest, the purest and the grandest of rivers. The river has long since dried out because it
flowed from the receding glaciers of the great ice age 10,000 years ago. The land between the rivers
Saraswati and Dristhadvathi (near the present day Kurukshetra) was called the Saraswat Desh which
was the homeland of Saraswats who are considered the fore-fathers of Saraswats of Goa, Kanara and
Kerala. There is a strong belief that in Prayag, Allahabad, flowing under-ground Saraswati joins Ganga
and Yamuna to form the Triveni sangam. It is also believed that the river changed its course over the
centuries. A part of this mighty river became the small river Ghaggar and one of the tributaries of the
Saraswati became the Sutlej, now a tributary of the Indus. Today's scientific evidences have proven the
existence of the Saraswati river. click to know more about the mystery of Saraswati river...

To Be continued.........

Konkani Calendar

July 2011 August 2011 September 2011
14" Poornami 3" Naga Panchami 7" Yekadashi
16" Kark-Sankranthi 5™ to 7" Konkani Youth Convention 10" Anantha Chaturdashi
18" Sankashta Chaturthi 9" Yekadashi 10" HAAS Janmastami
23" KAO Picnic 13™ AMKA Picnic 11" Poornami
13" Poornima - Yajurpakarma 12" Mahalaya
16™ Angaraka Chaturthi 15" Sankashta Chaturthi
16" Simh-Sankranthi 16" Kanya-Sankranthi
21 Shri Krishna Janmashtami 26™ Amavasya (Dark moon)
28™ Amavasya(Dark moon) 27" Navarathri - Beginning
31% Gowri Thrithiye-Ganesh Chathurthi

Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai for furnishing the Panchang, My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham,N C and
Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI

My Sincere Thanks To ........

Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar. Monetary means is one of them. The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar. This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you .....

Names Amount, $
Pundalik & Roopalatha Shenoy, Goshen, NY 50.00
Narasimha & Shantha Kamath, Edison, NJ 81.00
Ravi & Sharda Shenoy, Montville, NJ 50.00
Krishna & Padmini Nayak, Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 50.00
Venkatraman & Vaishali Pai, Danville, CA 51.00
Anonymous from NJ 50.00
Uma & Madakasira Yadunath, Freehold, NJ 66.00
Satish & Vranda Kamath, Budd Lake, NJ 50.00
Vasudev & Shaila Nayak, Mays Landing, NJ 160.00
Shyam & Kalyani Amladi, Oak Park, CA 115.00
Damodar & Shobha Baliga, Brooklyn, NY 50.00
Ashok & Suman Bhat, Tampa, FL 51.00
Ravi & Asha Baliga, Danville, CA 51.00
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Statement of Accounts

Description Credit, $ Debit, $
Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXI1V No. 1 3,105.00
Money Received:
Subscriptions (73) and donations 1,713.00
Interest 2.00
Sub Total: 1,715.00
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXIV No. 1):
Printing- Khabbar (370) - 20 pages 514.60
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (330 ) 201.30
Mailing Canada Khabbar (12 ) 12.00
Overseas (20) 60.00
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc. 417.10
Sub Total: 1,205.00
Final Balance: 3,615.00

Money spent on this issue was not available during press time.

Kwiz

The last quarter’s quiz:

Suppose 8 Konkani mankads (monkeys) take 8 minutes to finish 8 bananas; How many Konkani mankads does it take to eat 40
bananas in 40 minutes?

The Answer: Eight mankads!

The following gave the correct answer:
Suresh B. Shenoy, Sugar Land, TX
Vasanth Bhat, Lake Jackson, TX
Vindya Bhat Raman, Atlanta, GA
Sridharan Raman, Atlanta, GA
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX

Sachin Kamath, Plainview, NY

Shivadev Ubhayakar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA
Ashok N. Pai, Houston, TX

Chetan Kamath Budd Lake, NJ

Sahana Rao, Centreville, VA

Rohan Mallya, New Providence, NJ

Swathi Kamath, Las Vegas, NV

This Quarter’s Quiz

By “Vasanthmaam”
Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter. If you can solve this correctly, send it to
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue
Take the odd number out of this series:
43 26 50 37 17 82

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association

The NAKA Board now consists of:

Vasanth Bhat, Damodar Baliga and Nina Padukone (Founding members), Ramesh Kamath & Bharat Shiralkar, Vasant
Acharya & Sandhya Kamath, Suren Kamath, Sudhir Golikeri & Suresh Shenoy, Ramadas Kamath, Ashok Bhatt & Sadanand
Mankikar, Ravi Baliga. Seema Kamath, Ranjit Shiralkar & Sheila Shenoy Reddy (Youth).

If any North American Konkani have any constructive suggestions, please, contact any of the NAKA Board Members or send them to
NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Phone: (718)-251-4795 and Email: nakal@indiatimes.com

This quarter, the NAKA Board has been busy in helping the Konkani Youth Convention — 2011. Also, the Board worked with
Konkanis of tristate area of NY/NJ/CT to resurrect the Sammelan for 2012!

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts

Date Description Credit, $ Debit, $
02/28/2011 | Balance from last report 124,072.37
5/31/11 Proceedings from Sale of books — courtesy Mohan & Mohini Kamath, Cerritos, CA 150.00
5/31/11 Interest 37.33
Final Balance: 124,259.70

Signed: Damodar Baliga, Treasurer, NAKA
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KONKANI YOUTH SAMMELAN THIS YEAR IN HOUSTON, TEXAS

In this August 5-7th Weekend, the great and fourth largest city in the US, Houston, TX, will host our
Konkani Youth Sammelan for Konkanis 18 and older.

For those of you who are not familiar with our organization, North American Konkani Youth
Association (NAKYA) strives to preserve, promote and advance Konkani culture among the youth of
the Konkani community. This youth-led organization provides the opportunity for Konkani youth to
come together and grow as a community while developing a personal connection to the Konkani
heritage. NAKYA will facilitate and maintain a forum for young adults to link with others who share a
common interest in maintaining and extending their Konkani roots.

The Konkani Youth Convention is only 2 Months away! Already Konkani youth from 11 States
have registered! Don’t miss the opportunity of the year! visit www.kychouston2011.com to sign up
to attend this years' KYC!

These conventions are a great opportunity to reconnect with old friends and to meet new Konkanis
from all over the country. In addition, we'll be taking ya'll to some of Houston's finest restaurants, "El
Real" (one that's... owned by Top Chef contestant Bryan Caswell) and showcasing some of the best
nightlife in the city.

Remember: If you attend KYC, your registration fee will be refunded after the Convention!
Kirthan Shenoy,
3406 S Briarpark Ln., Sugar Land, TX 77479.
Tel: (832) 573 — 9991, Email: kirthanshenoy@gmail.com

Konkani Sabha

Following is the highlight of the KONKANI SABHA activity for the year 2011

Diwali:

Date:  Saturday, October 22" 2011

Time: 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Location: Shri Venkateswara Temple Community Center, Bridgewater, NJ 780 Old Farm Road, Bridgewater, NJ 08807

Tel: (908) 725-4477

Cost: Registration and Payment by October 1st - $16 (12 years and older) and $9 (ages 6 to 12) Registration after Oct 1st and at the
door - $18 (12 years and older) and $11 (ages 6 to 12) Advance Registration and payments will also be accepted at the picnic
Activities: Variety Entertainment, Socialization, Appetizer and Dinner

Communication: Email, Phann newsletter postings, web site postings, and postings in the Khabbar will be the usual modes of
communication. Please encourage all Konkanis you know to update their contact information and email addresses with us. We also
have a monthly newsletter Phann. Rajesh Nayak, treasurer of Konkani Sabha, is the editor of Phann. The newsletter is published to
members of Yahoogroups. There is no fee to join the Yahoogroups. If you are interested in receiving the newsletter, please visit our
website http://www.konkanisabha.org/. Click on the left side Subscribe to Newsletter. Web Site: We will be striving to post
information on various activities, on a timely basis, on our websitehttp://www.konkanisabha.org/. Please spread the word about our
website.

Email: Our email address is konkanisabha@gmail.com Additional Activities: Based on success of our initiatives this year, we hope to
have more activities in the coming years. More activities will require more volunteers. We encourage anyone interested in getting
involved to contact us.

Ganesh Kudva (President) ganeshmkudva@yahoo.com Dinakar Bhat(Treasurer) dbhat2@yahoo.com

Santosh Kamat(Vice President) santosh.kamat@utoronto.ca Amit Kantak(Joint Secretary) kvamit@yahoo.com

Vivek Shenoy(Secretary) vivekshenoy@gmail.com

We once again thank you all for your support. We hope to have continued support and involvement from all of you in the coming
years. We also ask each of you to spread the word to any Konkanis you know and have them send their contact information and email
addresses. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact any of us. Our email address is konkanisabha@gmail.com Also
visit our website at http://www.konkanisabha.org/ for details and updates.
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NAYAMPALLI SHRI KASHIMATH
SHRI GOPALAKRISHNA TEMPLE

P.O. Santhekatte — 576105, Kallianpur, Udupi Dist. Karnataka, Phone : 0820-2580422

Date : 05 - 05- 2011
Dear Sir,
I am enclosing herewith an appeal on behalf of Shri Gopalakrishna Temple, Nayampalli Shri Kashi Math with a request to
publish the same in Konkani Khabbar magazine. | am the vice president of the Vyavasthapaka committee of the temple.
Yours sincerely,
Prof. K D Kini
Retd. Prof. & Dean of students, MIT Manipal
Retd. Principal, Canara Engg. College, Mangalore
Anubhav, VidyaRatna Nagar, Manipal — 576 104
Email : kdkini_mit@yahoo.co.in

AN APPEAL

Shri Madhwacharya in his younger days accompanied his mother to Nayampalli known as Ghrithavalli in olden
days. At this village Shri Gopalakrishna Temple situated on the banks of river Suvarna with a history of more
than eight centuries was handed over to H.H Shrimad Sumathindra Theertha Swamiji, Mathadhipathi of Shri
Kashimath Samsthan Varanasi by a Dana Patra in the year 1825. The present Pontiff H. H. Shrimad
Sudheendra Theertha Swamiji, Mathadhipathi, Shri Kashi Math Samsthan Varanasi constituted Vyavasthapaka
Samithi to look after day to day affairs and functioning of the temple.

In view of the above with trust in Shri Hari Gurudeva with a dream in mind a team with humility has taken up
the Jeernodhara of the temple complex as per temple Vastu. The first phase of the work, Main Garbhagriha,
Veeranjaneya Garbhagriha, Mukha Mantapa and Gopura, has been completed.

Now with the blessings of H.H. Shrimad Sudheendra Theertha Swamiji, Mathadhipathi, Shri Kashi Matha
Samsthan Varanasi, samithi has taken up the second phase of the work. The estimated cost of the project is
as below.

In this Devine project participation by a large section of the people is necessary. Hence liberal contributions
and donations towards construction is solicited from all the well wishers philanthropists and devotees to
make this temple in to a vibrant spiritual centre.

We the members of the samithi, devotees appeal to you, to donate generously.

The cheques/DD may be drawn favouring
‘Nayampalli Shri Kashi Math Gopalakrishna Temple’
Direct remittance may also be sent to :
Our S.B. A/cno: 1385101016191 Canara Bank, Kalianpura, Udupi

H. Natesh Nayak
President & Members
Nayampalli Shri Kashi Math
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FUND INC.
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Il SUPFORT OF KONKAHIS
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Chair Persons:

Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath

Email:

Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.ol

Vice Chair Persons:

Vinayak & Radha Kudva

Email:

Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org

VP Finance & Secretary:
Ashok & Amita Bhatt
Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf

VP Implementation:

Ravi & Asha Baliga

Email: Ravi.Baliga@kanicf.org

VP Publicity & Fund Raising
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy

Email:

Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.c

Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 940
(650) 596-0716
Web Address: Konkanigfrg

June 10, 2010

Periodic report

The Konkani Charitable Fund is glad to celebrate its first birthday. It started with two
humble goals. First, to help Konkani charitable organization through humanitarian
grants. Second to provide an opportunity to Konkanis and friends of Konkani an
opportunity to fulfill their philanthropic desires to help the needy and take tax
advantages afforded by tax advantages. The results for the first year far exceeded our
expectations. Thanks to many Konkani supporters.

The six members of founding members of the Konkani Charitable Foundation met
almost every month to draft the constitution, get registration with IRS, and develop
guidelines for the working of the foundation. Many points of view and many useful
suggestions were brought out during these meetings. In every discussion, the mission
statement steadfastly stayed anchored to humanitarian service.

Helping elderly have a better quality of life, helping needy to get better higher
education, and providing support to those with special healthcare needs remained the
basic goals of the foundation. At the same time, the foundation kept its doors open to
new ideas, new opportunities and new points of view. We need everyone’s support in
furthering the work of the KCF. So take this opportunity to contact KCF either through
Khabbar or emailing directly to one of the KCF members.

In the first year, we have helped more many organizations (the list has been published
in the previous Khabbar)

Chetana is one such organization.

Chetana is a child development Center providing support to children who are mentally
challenged, and physically challenged such as cerebral palsy, downs' syndrome, and
autism. Over 60% of the beneficiaries are from low income families. Seventy five
students are presently enrolled into the day school. Out of the total number of 75, 42
are mentally challenged, 13 have multiple disabilities, 8 have cerebral palsy, 7 are
downs' syndrome and 5 are autistic. For many of these children and their parents your
support is their only hope. We salute all the donors for their generous support. “Devu
Baren Koro”

This is an opportunity for everyone. You can make a difference for one child at a time.

- Board of Directors, KCI
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Klassified

Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers. Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America. The advertisement rates are:

Matrimonial (5 Lines)  1/4 Page

Subscribers $15.00 $25.00
Non Subscribers $25.00 $45.00
Non Konkani $50.00 $90.00

1/2 Page Full Page
$45.00 $85.00
$85.00 $160.00
$170.00 $320.00

The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay

anonymous by using Khabbar reference.
WANTED:

Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be
published in Khabbar. Share your joy or grief with fellow Konkanis. Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake

Jackson, TX 77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com

KONKANI CHARITIES
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan Scholarships.
Send your generous contributions to: American Konkani
Association, 1153 Tamarack PI., Munster, IN 46321

KONKANI CHARITIES
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps
in India. Send your donations to:  Saraswat Foundation
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA 19067

KONKANI COOK BOOKS

The two Konkani Cook Books, "Indian Cooking Konkani
Style™ and "Millennium Masala Konkani Style™ published by
American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) are for sale. The
cost per book is $12.00 + $1.50 for S & H. Mail check
payable to A.K.A. to: Mrs. Sandhya Kamath, 440 Glencrest
Dr., Barrington, IL 60010, Phone: (847)-277-9771
skamath@aol.com

Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest

Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, Sudarshana Homa &
Pavamana Homa, Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming
ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc., Shanthi
Paatha/Homa, Housewarming, Religious class — stotra’s
samskith etc., Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals),
Astrological consultation by phone and in person
Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha Navagraha
Satyanarayan Puja & other services
Puja/Homa services offered at the patron’s/priest residence.
366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, Wl 53045
(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell)
www.pujal23.com  Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com

F R E E (For North American patrons only)
“Proud To Be Konkani” CD
Courtesy of KS-2002, the hit song “Proud To Be Konkani”
CD’s are available for FREE. Contact: khabbar@hotmail.com
to get your FREE copy.

MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining
a list of Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.
Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy
8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV 89145

Phone: (702)-341-6706; Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
Please call weekends only 10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)

APPEAL

A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of
Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to
Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized
Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence,
the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF,
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, to build this
Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website:
www.oldagehome-india.org

APPEAL
From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions
(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU
will be done by: Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi
Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram
Bangalore 560 055

MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE
As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:
B.S.Kamath, Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building,
Hari Shanker Joshi Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068
Tel: 011-91-22-2828-33

MATRIMONIAL
Parents invite matrimonial alliance for their daughter - 29, ht
5'4", smart, beautiful, fair, MS (USA), BE (India), working for
MNC, wants to settle in USA. Email photo and biodata to
shenoy.ri@gmail.com or call 469-619-2561
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