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Khabbar Follies
In this section, Khabbar looks into the Konkani community and anything and everything that is Konkani from a
Konkani point of view. The names will never be published but geographic location will be identified in general
terms.

There is no doubt in my mind that Khabbar is a part & parcel
of life of Konkanis in North America. In fact, Khabbar has
developed a special relation with most of the Konkani families
and here are some examples of those close encounters of a
different kind….……
----------------------------------------------------------------------------I never realized, being the honorary editor of Khabbar does
have some fringe benefits. In reply to last quarter’s quiz, I got
couple replies with correct solutions but with a twist.
Firstly, this person from Manipal, India wrote:
“Hey Vasant Uncle,
I received the new edition of khabbar, thank you so much for
sending it to me. I solved the kwiz of the glasses: by pouring
the contents of the 2nd glass into the 5th, the glasses are

alternating filled and empty. Now, I have a brain teaser for
you:
Editor’s Reply:
Thanks. Here we go with this quarter’s quiz.
Secondly, this family from NJ solved the quiz and went
further:
“Hi Vasant,
While I was pouring the second full glass into the empty fifth
glass, I came up with a stock tip...XYZ$# ..invest at your own
risk. Hope everything is fine in Lake Jackson.”
Editor’s Reply:
Should have invested on the tip! It is up by 10%!!
*****

SUBSCRIPTION FORM:
Dear Konkani family,
It is time to renew your subscription for 2011. The numbers on the mailing label clearly
indicate the year/s the dues for Khabbar has been received since 2008. Please, note that
you have the FREE access to the eKhabbar, the electronic version of Khabbar, by logging on
to eKhabbar.com. If you want hard copy, then only remit your subscription at $15.00/yr.
Please, don't pay for future years! Fill the form below and send your subscription with a
check payable to Khabbar to P. O. Box 222, Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222. (Canadian Konkanis
please pay cash or MO in US$)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Spouse Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________________________________________
Email ID:

_____________________________________________________________________________

…………………………………………………………………………………………………Children……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name
Boy/Girl
d.o.b.
Hobby/Interest
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments, if any: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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EDITORIAL
Dear Konkani family,
I hope all is well with you and your
family.
This issue of Khabbar has been mailed to
ALL families that have paid dues at least
once since 2009. In other words, families
who have not paid since 2008 will not be
receiving this issue. The numbers on the
mailing label clearly indicate the year/s
the dues for Khabbar has been received
since 2009 and if there is any error let me
know.
Even in these tough economic times, the
Advisory Committee of Khabbar has
decided that the annual dues will remain
the same at $15.00 a year and for that you
get:
 Four issues of the Khabbar,
 Annual Mailing List and
 Discounted advertisement rates.
This issue has not been mailed to families
that have specifically indicated that they
will access eKhabbar. The on-line version
of Khabbar, eKhabbar, will be on the web
a quarter after mailing the hard copies.
Please, note it is time to renew your
subscription for 2011. The 2011 Khabbar
Mailing List has been mailed only to
families that have paid their subscriptions
for 2010. The Khabbar Mailing List is a
prized possession of our community and
help me to keep it up-to-date. Send names
and addresses of Konkani families that are
not in the list to P. O. Box 222, Lake
Jackson, TX 77566-0222, or email
khabbar@hotmail.com and rest be assured
that I’ll “Khabbarize” them!

The Konkani Youth are planning their
biennial convention in Houston in 2011.
It’s going to be held in August (5th to 7th ).
Khabbar will publish all the details as
them become available. For further
information
contact
kirthanshenoy@gmail.com
seema.r.kamath@gmail.com
or
eudyavar@gmail.com. Any help you
render to our youngsters is highly
appreciated. Thanks for all of you for
supporting our youngsters who are doing
such a great job in maintaining our culture
here in North America.
Khabbar will publish all the developments
and progress made by NAKA on an ongoing basis. Send your constructive
suggestions to any of the Directors of the
NAKA Board. Also, the much anticipated
Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) was
incorporated. Khabbar will publish
progress made by KCF on a regular basis.
The unofficial Khabbar correspondents in
your area who send in the hoon Khabbars
on a regular basis are doing an
outstanding job. Remember, if it did not
appear in Khabbar, then it did not
happen in North America! If your area
is not represented wholly, let me know
and I'll recruit more volunteers. You can
send the news items via email
(khabbar@hotmail.com).

The progress of the ambitious project,
Konkani Kendra, the Konkani Bhas
Ani Sanskriti Pratistan is good. Thanks
to Basti Ganapathi Shenoy who has
devised a method wherein families
wanting to help Konkani Bhas Ani
Sanskriti Pratistan can do so with
relative ease! Call him at (702)-341-6706
or email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
if
interested to extend your help for this
worthy cause. Indeed, the Kendra has
become a center of attraction and I urge
all North American Konkanis to visit the
Kendra to see what way they can benefit
from this. Also, see in what way we can
help our brethren who are doing an
outstanding job in preserving our culture.
Khabbar will always publish appeals for
charity free of charge but cannot collect
money on behalf of any charity. Families
are encouraged to send the money directly
to the concerned charities or thru KCF if
approved by KCF.
Khabbar firmly
believes in helping our people whether it
is in India or here. Here’s a link to all the
appeals I gotten so far:
http://www.ekhabbar.com/SpecialAppeals
.htm
I hope the struggle to rid terrorism from
this world will materialize soon. Hope
Peace & Tranquility will prevail.
Happy Yugadi to you all.

On the Quiz front, Khabbar has still
remained as a champ. We had only 14
correct responses to the last quarter’s quiz
(which was relatively easy)! Let us see
how you will do with this quarter’s quiz!?!
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Devu Boren Karo.

Vasanth
Honorary Editor

Letters to the Editor ......
Letters to the Editor will be considered for publication unless the writer requests otherwise. Letters may be edited for publication.
Editor reserves the right not to publish anonymous letters. Initials only on request if the writer includes his or her name.
******
Dear Vasanth,
floor is run as an eye hospital in
Dear All,
collaboration with Comtrust eye
Here is this year’s analysis of the 2011
hospital providing significant amount
Khabbar Mailing List dated 12-09We are glad to bring our latest (Dec
of charity care.
2010:
2010) issue of in-house newsletter,
Of the 2,159 families in the list (it was
Anugraha Sandesh. The quality of the
A latest model WiproGE color
2,143 last year!); we have Konkanis
pictures is downgraded to reduce the
Doppler has been installed greatly
living in 45 states & DC (same as last
file size.
helping the cardiologists. An alcohol
year!). We still do not have any
de addiction centre has been
Konkanis living in Alaska, Montana,
If anybody is interested to get the
established with 10 in- hospital beds.
North Dakota, South Dakota, and
hardcopy, please feel free to send your
Unfortunately, alcoholism has become
Wyoming!!
address.
a major social problem in Kerala. We
hope to modernize the centre with help
Also, we have:
We regret the delay of publishing the
from a well known de addiction centre
221 Kamat(h)
same by a few weeks.
in USA.
208 Shenoy, Shenai, Shanbh(o)ag(ue)
With regards
199 Pai
R Bhaskar Shenoi
We also render free follow up check
152 Nayak (Naik)
President
up for cardiac patients treated at Satya
118 Prabhu
Anugraha Charitable Trust
Sai hospital at Puttaparthy/ Whitefield.
88 Rao (u)
remanse@hotmail.com
SIMS has provided nearly 3 million
79 Bhat(t)
Indian Rupees worth of charity care in
46 Baliga
******
2010. The hospital still is not in a
36 Kini
position to meet the running expenses
32 Nadkarni(y)
Dear friend,
and depend on donations from
32 Mal(l)ya, Mallia, Mahale
generous patrons.
24 Kudva
It is my privilege to update you on the
We cordially invite you to visit the
21 Bhandarkar, Bhandari(y)
activities of our trust in 2010.
hospital at your convenience. We look
18 Hegde
Presently we are supporting a
forward to your continued support and
14 Acharya.
nonprofit charitable hospital at
well wishes. Your Donations are tax
12 Hatt(i)angadi(y)
Kanhangad in North Kerala. The
deductible.
11 Kop(p)ikar
hospital Satchidananda Institute of
Please
visit
our
web
site
Medical Sciences (SIMS) was
www.anandashramfoundation.org for
The
Kamat(h)
families
have
inaugurated in February 2008 under
details.
maintained their lead. California still
the auspices of Anandashram, a
leads with 544 families (2 more than
renowned
centre
for
spiritual
With regards,
last year!) and San Jose, CA has the
guidance. The land was donated by
Jay K Raman MD FACS FRCS©
highest number of Konkani families
Anandashram and the hospital was
President
living (89)! It was 88 last year!!
built with donations from the public.
jaykraman@yahoo.com
Keep up the great work.
Presently SIMS is a multi specialty
hospital with about 100 beds. It has
******
Ravindra Nayak,
medical,
surgical
(with O.R.),
Flanders, NJ
laparoscopic,
gynecological,
Send your “hoon Khabbars” to:
Orthopedic and pediatric sections. 24
Khabbar,
hour emergency room, pharmacy, a
PO Box 222
Editor’s Reply:
Thanks for timely evaluation of the
fully equipped laboratory, dialysis, XLake Jackson, TX 77566-0222
Annual List. You are right, we still do
ray, ultrasound and scanning with
Email: khabbar@hotmail.com
not have any Konkanis in those 5
color Doppler and physiotherapy are
States and I hope someone will
also available. We run a free O.P.
discover Konkanis in those States!
daily with free medicines. One whole
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Hoon Khabbar
Congratulations:
Popular desi radio station recently
organized funtaksari competition in
which SHWETA and RAKSHA
SHENOY won the second and third
prize respectively. For the first time in
the history of KLOK radio station,
participants were asked to come to the
radio station to play the funtakshari
competition, and was broadcasted live.
Competition was held on Fridays, 9 to
10 PM for three consecutive weeks.
Total of 12 people participated in the
competition and 50% of the people
were eliminated at the end of each
episode. Shweta and Raksha made it to
the final round. Competition was very
tough and there was tie between teams.
Tie breaker was adopted to decide the
ultimate winners.
They got
opportunity to meet with KLOK RJs
- Vinay, Shree, Naveen and Ritu, and
had dinner with them! When asked
about the experience, Shweta and
Raksha said - "It was lots of fun! We
got an opportunity to meet with the
RJs, see the radio station, and
understand how radio station works! It
was really a memorable experience"
AJAY, s/o Arun & Sujata Kamat of
Sunnyvale, CA has founded a start-up
Micromobs. Micomobs is a social
networking site with some unique
features. Micromobs is a group
messaging service and is the easiest
way to manage and communicate with
multiple groups. Micromobs presents
your group messages as a stream of
content which means you can chose
which messages to respond to and
which messages to skim over or
ignore. This means your group
messages will no longer clutter your
inbox, and you won't need to go to
different websites to interact with
your
various
social
groups.
Micromobs solves numerous problems
inherent in other social networks.
1. It brings real-time messaging to all
of your groups (in one place)
2. Modernizes group communication
(who wants to use old applications!?)
3. Allows groups to create private or
public micro messaging mobs
4. Makes it dead simple to
communicate with your groups.

Tryout this exciting new site at
www.micromobs.com a simple way to
communicate with multiple groups.
New York Governor David Paterson
appointed noted nephrologist Dr. J.
GANESH BHAT, MD of Malba, NY
to the NYS Public Health and Health
Planning through 2016. Previously he
was a member of the New York State
Public Health Council appointed by
Governor Paterson. Co-founder of the
Atlantic
Dialysis
Management
Services in Queens, Dr. Bhat has
practiced nephrology for almost 30
years and is a founding member of
Mattoo & Bhat Medical Associates,
P.C., one of the largest non university
based nephrology practice in New
York City. Dr. Bhat is also the
Chancellor of Xavier University
School of Medicine in Oranjestat,
Aruba in the Dutch Caribbean. Dr.
Bhat has held numerous teaching and
administrative positions in the NY
area, including Assistant Professor of
Medicine at SUNY Stony Brook,
Clinical Assistant Professor of
Medicine at Albert Einstein School of
Medicine, Nephrology Director at
Queens Hospital Center and Flushing
Hospital Medical Center, and Medical
Director at North Shore/LIJ Hospital
at Forest Hills.
As appeared on the latest issue of The
South Asian Times (volume 3, Issue
37 January 1-7, 2011 New York
Edition)
http://www.thesouthasiantimes.info/no
de/146
AMOGH BOLOOR of La Jolla, CA,
s/o Govind & Pratibha Boloor of
Clearlake, TX received a special
recognition
and
reward
from
GlaxoSmithKline R & D for the
contribution he
made
towards
invention of the Cancer drug. He was
rewarded GlaxoSmithKline ADSs for
his work as an inventor on
GlaxoSmithKline patent for this
medicine. This is a rare award that is
carefully considered by a senior group
of R & D leaders when a GSK
medicine is launched and available for
patients. Relevant patent claims are
reviewed annually and the most
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important
contributions
to the
successful creation of a valuable
medicine are selected for this award.
His reward was based on the type of
granted patent claims and the nature of
his invention.
PANKAJ DHUME of Sugar Land,
TX has accepted the invitation to join
the Board of Directors of PrathamHouston.
Pratham (www.prathamusa.org) is a
global non-profit organization that is
focused on education for the underprivileged in India.
VINAYAK PAI of Albuquerque, NM
was featured in Feb 27th 2011 issue of
Udayavani as an NRI living in Udupi
and helping to keep the town clean by
picking up the litter along the
neighborhoods of Ajjarkadu park. Sri
Pai while staying in Udupi would get
up early morning and go to the park
and clean the area of all the debris
thrown by the people the previous day.
His untiring efforts not only made the
park clean but, also gave him
recognition from the community.
January 18, 2011 edition of New York
Times published an article “Appearing
Virtually at a Store Near You ...” By
Andrew Adam Newman where-in a
promotion developed by SHAI RAO,
VP of creative at GoldRun, the
fledgling New York agency, was
featured.
The promotion for Esquire magazine
allows iPhone users to have their
picture taken with a virtual image of
the model Brooklyn Decker at Barnes
& Noble stores. Brooklyn Decker,
who was voted the sexiest woman
alive by Esquire readers recently and
is featured on the cover of its February
issue, began appearing at the stores to
pose for photographs with fans. Ms.
Decker is not setting foot in the actual
stores, but is appearing virtually
through a novel use of GPS
technology with broad marketing
potential. Using an iPhone with a
special app, visitors to the stores can
select from among several poses by
Ms. Decker, who then appears in the
center of the viewfinder and is

superimposed
wherever
the
Smartphone is pointed.
Ms. Decker was viewed in more than
700 Barnes & Noble locations.
“This allows us to connect the brand
with the user at the time and the place
where it makes the most sense,” said
Shai Rao. “It’s content delivered to
you that meets you at the pace and
pattern of your life.”

Konkani Graduates:
PREETI, d/o Smt. Sunita Acharya &
Late Vittal Acharya of Des Moines,
IA, was recently awarded the First
Level Five Leadership Award for
blending the paradoxical combination
of personal humility with intense
professional will. Level 5 leaders take
organizations from Good to Great.
Under Preeti's leadership, Iowa Home
Care has more than doubled in census,
earnings, employees and visibility.
Preeti recently secured Medicare
certification for the agency's new
location in North Central Iowa. In her
current role, Preeti is responsible for
overall operations in the State of Iowa.
She is the first and youngest leader in
the history of the organization to
receive this award. Preeti lives in
historic Des Moines with her two
dogs, Soldier, a five year Chowbrador
rescue, and Lily, a yorkie poo rescue.
To learn more about Level 5
Leadership, please visit the Harvard
Business Review at http://hbr.org/hbmain/resources/pdfs/comm/microsoft/l
evel-five.pdf

New Arrivals:
ELLIANA, a 8 lb. 4 oz. and 19.5" tall
baby girl to Harish & Nicole Kamath
on September 22, 2010. The proud
paternal grandfather is H. Ganesh
Kamath.
KAIDAN DEV, a baby boy born on
January 19, 2011 to Dr. Sameet &
Maya Koppikar of Scottsdale, AZ, a
brother to Karina Uma. Proud
grandparents are Shyam and Dr.
Vinaya Koppikar of Madison, WI and
Prakash & Shobhan Bantwal of
Robbinsville, NJ.

Newly Weds:

Ramachandra & Prabha Malya of
Houston, TX celebrated the marriage
of their son, Chi. RAHUL with Sow.
SWASTHIKA, d/o Tonse Ganesh &
Maya Pai of Udupi at Fortune Inn,
Valley View, Manipal on January 8th
2011.
Basti Ganapathi & Gayathri Shenoy of
Las Vegas, NV celebrated the
marriage of their son, Chi. ASHVIN
with Sow. CASIE, d/o Charles &
Diana Schedel at Hindu and Jain
Temple of Las Vegas on Sunday
March 6th 2011.
Chi. Dr. Kaustubh Shiralkar, s/o
Mr. Gautam Shiralkar & Mrs. Usha
Shiralkar, will wed Sow. Dr. Namita
Gupta, d/o Drs. Krishan & Pushpa
Gupta in Sugar Land, TX on March
19.
Their
wedding
site
is
www.NamitaAndKaustubh.com

Relocation:
The SHENOY family, Vasanth &
Chethana, along with their children
Nina and Nikhil relocated from
Fremont, CA to 6255 Main Branch
Road, San Ramon, CA 94582. The
telephone remains the same at (510)713-9144
and
email
ID:
vasanthshenoy@yahoo.com
The AMLADI family, Shyam &
Kalyani have relocated from Chicago,
IL to 5490 Evanwood Avenue, Oak
Park, CA 91377.

60th Birthday Bash:
Friends and families threw a surprise
60th birthday bash to GOVIND
“SHENOY” SHETTY of Houston,
TX on Friday Jan 7th 2011 at the
residence of Suresh & Usha Shenoy in
Sugar Land, TX. The function
included roasting of the most admired
“Konkani” of Houston followed by
sumptuous food, music and dance.

Obituary:
SHIBRUR ROHINI KAMATH (85)
passed away peacefully on Friday
December 17th 2010 in Flushing, NY.
Khabbar sends heartfelt condolences
to her sons, Premanand Kamath &

KONKANI HAPPENINGS
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family of West Windsor, NJ,
Krishnanand Kamath & family of
Flushing, NY; brothers Vittal Kudva
& family of Troy, MI, Venkatesh
Kudva & family of Superior, CO,
Vinayak Kudva & family of
Williamson, WV; and sisters Nalini
Pai & family of Dundas, Ont, Vijaya
Shenoy & family of Puttur, India and
Gowri Shenoy & family of Mangalore,
India.
Sri JAYANT KAMATH (65) of
Toms River, NJ passed away in NJ on
January 25th 2011. Khabbar sends
heartfelt condolences to his wife
Jayanti Kamath & family of Toms
River, NJ, and brother, Dr. Vasant
Kamath & family of Rehoboth, MA.
Sri VINOD PRABHU (61) passed
away in Mumbai on January 30th
2011. Khabbar sends heartfelt
condolences to his brother, Dr. Vilas
Prabhu & family of Lancaster, PA and
sister Sumana Nayak & family of
Wanaque, NJ.
Sri. KULYADI MADHAV PAI (75),
a cloth merchant and owner of
Kulyadikar’s Nutan Silks passed away
in Mangalore, India on February 9th
2011. He was a talented Kannada
writer and orator, and contributed in
great measure to Kannada culture and
literature for four decades. Madhav
Pai had worked with B M Idinabba
and Keekana Ramachandra for
enriching Kannada literature. He was a
great admirer of DVG’s work,
‘Mankutimmana Kagga’, and took
interest in studying the work, making a
reference to it, and spreading
awareness about the spiritual contents
of this work through his books,
speeches and articles. Khabbar sends
heartfelt condolences to his son
Govind Pai & family of Aurora, IL.
******
Send your “hoon Khabbars” to:
Khabbar,
PO Box 222
Lake Jackson, TX 77566-0222
Email: khabbar@hotmail.com

Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) went on a one day skiing and snow-tubing activity at Ski Snow Valley, Barrie on Sunday,
February 13th, 2011.
Konkani Association of Ontario (KAO) participated in the Indian Mela and Republic Day Celebration organized in association with
The Consulate General of India on Saturday January 29th 2011 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Pearson Convention Centre, 2638 Steeles
Avenue East, Brampton, Ontario.
The Anugraha Education Board, arm of the Anugraha Charitable Trust, Ernakulam held a Career Guidance Seminar at Gujarathi
College Auditorium in Kochi for Under- graduate and post-graduate students on Jan 9th 2011. “Steps to Success” was the key note
address by Sri B. S. Warrier.
Konkani Association of California (KAOCA) in the Bay Area was very active in the last few months organizing the following events
in the Fall and Winter:
Concert - KAOCA organized a classical music concert by Grammy Award Winner Pt. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt and Suben Chatterjee on
September 18th at Gunn High School in Palo Alto. This was a joint venture with Kannada Koota of Northern California (KKNC). The
event was well attended by not only KAOCA and KKNC patrons but also beyond both our communities. The concert was a great
success and has in some sense put KAOCA in the limelight with other communities in the Bay Area.
Dandiya- KAOCA organized a Disco Dandiya event for the first time ever to celebrate the festivities of Navarathri on October 23rd at
the Centreville Junior High School in Fremont. The event was attended by over 200 people and was a grand success. Many Konkani
families came along with their friends. The event started at 7 PM with free Dandiya lessons. Later there was a great variety of Dandiya
and Garba music that everyone enjoyed dancing to until midnight.
Diwali - KAOCA’s annual Diwali function was celebrated on November 13, 2010 at the CET Auditorium in San Jose. There were
over 375 attendees. The event started at 4 pm with snacks that included Masala Puri and Shira. There was also an exhibition of art and
craftwork (painting, needle work, embossing etc.) created by members of the KAOCA community. The Entertainment program started
at 5 pm and included couple of skits and a variety of song and dance programs. Another new fun event was the Family Jeopardy show
that featured facts from Konkan Coast to California Coast and kept the audience on their toes. Dinner followed at 8:15 pm and the
elaborate menu included Valval, Ambe Upkari and Veg Kurma. The evening ended on a high note after the DJ music.
Family Giving Tree Volunteering - KAOCA participated in a volunteer event on Dec 18th in collaboration with the Family Giving
Tree, a well know local volunteer organization that helps in fulfilling holiday gift wishes of children living below the poverty line in
the Greater Bay Area. The response for the event from KAOCA members was so overwhelming that we were able to gather 60
volunteers within two days. We had many families with adults and kids alike participate in sorting and wrapping gifts. It was a great
learning experience for KAOCA kids and everyone enjoyed some snacks after a fulfilling event.
Our next event is the annual Ugadi function scheduled for March 26th at the Sunnyvale Hindu Temple.
KAOCA Committee
www.kaoca.org

KHABBAR FROM KULAR
By: - Vishwa Konkani Sardar BASTI VAMAN SHENOY
H.E. Pratibha Patil, President of India visited Mangalore On 09.12.2010 and honoured Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman
Shenoy and Lion Past Gov. Ln. Austine D’Souza Prabhu of Kalasampath, Chicago during Cultural Convention organized by
Mandd Sobhann, Mangalore.
Vimala V. Pai Vishwa Konkani Sahitya Puraskar : Shri Digambar Kamath, Hon. Chief Minister of Goa honoured Mr.
Mahabaleshwar Sail, writer for his outstanding Konkani Book `Hawthan’ On 18.12.2010. Famous Oriya writer Prof. Prafull
Kumar Mohanty felicitated Mr. Sail with `Vimala V. Pai Best Konkani Book’ Award, Shawl and purse of Rs.1.00 lakh, the biggest
award for Konkani. The Book `Hawthan’ will be translated to English, Kannada and Malayalam.
Dr. Dayananda Pai chaired on the occasion, attended by President World Konkani Centre Basti Vaman Shenoy, Shri T.V.
Mohandas Pai, Mrs. Vimala V. Pai, Shri Pradeep G. Pai, Secretary, Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund, Mangalore,
Prashant Naik, President, Konkani Bhasha Mandal(R.), Goa.
`Kundya Kurkul’ Konkani children folk tale was staged by 40 Konkani children at Karkala on 12.12.2010 and on 5.2. 2011 Mangalore
during `Karavali Utsav’.
World famous Hindustani vocalist `Bharath Ratn Pt. Bhimsen Joshi’ died on 24.1.2011 at Pune(Maharashtra). He was 89.
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Scholar and Konkani Research personality Prof. M. Madhav Pai was honoured with `Konkani Sahitya Ratnakar’ Title by `Kodial
Khabar’. Konkani Fortnightly at Bhuvanendra Hall, Canara High School by Mrs. Padma Mohan Shenoy on 29.1.2011.
`Reaching the Unreached’: There are over 3.00 lakhs Konkani people in Gujarath migrated from Ratnagiri, Malawan(Konkan Norm
of Goa) during the Inquisition in the 16th & 17th Century. There was no connection with Konkani heartland Goa. At the instance of
Mangalorean Eye Specialist Dr. Usha Heranjal settled in Valsad (Gujarath) visited World Konkani Centre 3 months back and
informed about their settlings in Gujarath. On 23.2.2011, Vishwa Konkani Sardar Basti Vaman Shenoy visited Valsad and reached
them and discussed about bringing them in Konkani main stream.
Khabbar Editor Shri Vasanth Bhat and Smt. Poornima Bhat visited World Konkani Centre on 27.2.2011. They were much
impressed by the Vishwa Konkani Kendra activities.
Kodial Theru was celebrated with usual pomp and grandeur in the 2nd week of February 2011. Pattashishya of H.H. Sudhindra
Thirtha Swamiji, H.H. Samyamindra Thirtha Swamiji was present. A Youth Conference was held on 13th February Sunday at
Shri Veera Venkatesha Temple, Car Street, Mangalore.
75th issue of Kodial Khaber was released on 4th Jan 2011 at Town Hall Mangalore. Follow the link for some snaps taken during the
function....
https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=baligavenkatesh&target=ALBUM&id=5569458228565130369&authkey=Gv1sRgCJG
WiJHfxtWOmwE&feat=email

Obituary:

Anant “Uncle” Pai Popularized Indian Culture thru Comics

By: Quaid Najmi (as appeared on the internet)
Mumbai, Feb 24 (IANS) ANANT V. PAI, a chemical engineer who taught Indian culture, tradition and ethos through Amar Chitra
Katha comics to millions of his countrymen, passed away here Thursday evening. Popularly known as ‘Uncle Pai’, he is survived by
his wife Lalitha and elder sister Sumati Prabhu. A younger sister, Savita Prabhu died a few years ago, Pai’s nephew Suhas Prabhu said.
“As per his wishes, his funeral will be a private affair and shall be completed at Shivaji Park Electric Crematorium tonight (Thursday)
itself,” a grieving Prabhu told IANS.
Born Sep 17, 1929 in a modest family of Venkataraya Pai and Susheela in Karkala, Dakshin Kanara district of Karnataka, the young
Anant completed his primary education in the only school in the village. Orphaned at the age of two and looked after by other senior
family members, Anant shifted to Mumbai when he was 12 for pursuing his secondary school and higher education. A bright student,
he went on to become a chemical engineer from the prestigious University Institute of Chemical Technology, formerly UDCT,
University of Mumbai.
Prabhu said that from his early school days, Pai was deeply interested in the Vedas, Puranas and other ancient Indian literature, besides
religious, cultural studies and languages. At a relatively young age, Pai mastered Sanskrit and the ancient Indian languages of Pali and
Ardhimagadhi, which are no longer spoken commonly and have been virtually relegated to the ancient language departments of a few
universities in the country. “He had a great flair for telling stories, especially to children. I remember, as a child, how he would
mesmerise me with great stories of our ancient heroes, gods and goddesses and others, bringing them alive before me,” a tearful
Prabhu recalled. With his deep knowledge of the ancient Indian scriptures, Pai had shlokas and verses ready at any time and would
recite an appropriate one for any occasion.
In the 1950s, he joined The Times of India group as an executive in its publications division where he handled the Indrajal Comics
with several popular titles like Phantom and Mandrake The Magician. It was in early 1967 that Pai was shocked when in a
Doordarshan quiz show, the participants could not reply to a question, “Who was Ram’s mother in Ramayana?”
This inspired him to chuck his job and start a publication in comics format dedicated to Indian mythology, ancient culture, folk tales
and contemporary history. After several rejections to his proposal, he finally partnered with India Book House’s G.L. Mirchandani to
launch the Amar Chitra Katha (translated as Immortal Pictorial Tales) in 1967. Around that time, Prabhu said that he experimented as a
writer and published a Hindi novel “Beech Ki Kadi” as he was proficient in over a dozen languages, including Urdu. For Amar Chitra
Katha, Anant Pai donned several hats as the editor, graphics master, writer, publisher, educator, historian and presented the first
original Indian brand of comics featuring all that was native to the sub-continent’s culture and traditions. It proved to be an instant hit
among the masses and soon went into translations in over 20 languages, with millions of Indians growing up and devouring his words
of wisdom.
Till date, it has published around 440 titles and sold nearly 100 million copies, including “Krishna,” its top-selling title which went into
several re-prints and independently sold several million copies. Its current annual sales are in the range of around three million copies.
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Two years after creating publishing history with Amar Chitra Katha, Pai launched the Rang Rekha Features, the country’s first comics
and cartoons syndicate and followed it up with Tinkle children’s magazine in 1980.
His interactive style through Tinkle and the legendary status he had achieved through Amar Chitra Katha earned him the title of ‘Uncle
Pai’ by which he remained famous. As reading habits started dwindling, he readily accepted modern forms of media and scripted and
produced two video movies “Ekam Sat” and “The Secret of Success” in Hindi and English.
He also brought out an audio series on Amar Chitra Katha comics entitled “Storytime With Uncle Pai”, besides several general interest
and self-help books. Keeping a strict 3 a.m.-9 p.m. regimen, Pai was an avid reader, a teetotaler and strict disciplinarian who relaxed
by listening to Rabindra sangeet. Around five years ago, when this writer met him and commented on his youthful agility and zest for
life, Pai smiled and said: “I am still a child, hungry for knowledge of my country’s ancient culture. Only my body grows old, but my
mind is forever young, just like my immortal stories.” Some years ago when the BBC made a documentary on Pai, he was asked who
comprised his first audience in story-telling — he pointed at (Suhas) Prabhu. “I was the first person to whom he told all his stories
before telling them to the whole world… I feel honoured and humbled by this,” Prabhu said. Widely travelled around the world and in
the remotest corners of India, Pai was bestowed honours and awards everywhere.
Five years ago, Pai handed over the work of Amar Chitra Katha to a professional team of ACK Media, but continued to serve there as
a consultant, working on his stories, drawings and paintings of his comics till the very end, Prabhu said.

Bonding Trip to India
By: Kalpana Bhandarkar-Bhat
Here’s a write up about the experience of newlyweds (2006) who visited India to meet their grand mothers. The article was written in
2006 under my insistence but published late!

This past December, my husband Vinodh and I (henceforth “we”) visited India together for the first time as a married couple. For us,
the trip was about seeing family around the country, but most importantly to see and be with our three grandmothers (my maternal
grandmother and Vinodh’s maternal and paternal grandmothers).
Like many other Indians and Indian Americans, we set off for our bi-annual journey to India at high time: late December. As we
struggled to secure tickets on the right days at the “right” price, we quickly remembered the thousands of others in the U.S. that shared
our excitement in trying to get to our homeland for a quick visit. Soon, we found ourselves on the Air India seats that we would occupy
for the next 22 hours. The ride over goes quickly. We spent time detoxifying from all we’d left behind in NY, time coupled with the
anticipation of landing in Bombay.
One of my favorite parts of landing at Chatrapati Shivaji International Airport is pushing a trolley cart full of oversized bags out of the
airport, half of them packed by our parents containing precisely-labeled items for family members. Amidst the curious eyes and waving
hands outside the terminal, we search for my cousin Arun, who approaches with a huge smile. Thirty minutes later, we enter the house
my father grew up in, welcomed by kumkum water and some late night snacks. The entrance and sitting room in the house is
unchanged – a reminder of the consistency of family and the understanding that we are always welcome in this house.
The following ten days were, for us, full of love, laughter, comfort, and discovery. Bombay is always our home base, and we struggle
to manage the balance between seeing all family members inhabiting the North and South sides, while also wandering into Bombay’s
night and shopping life. From there, we headed to Udupi, to spend 1.5 days in the house my mother grew up in, and in the town where
almost all her family, including her mother, live.
For us, no experience is more powerful than seeing our grandmother for the first time in several years. There is an honor in touching
the feet of the woman who gave birth to your mother and her siblings, and raised them with all the love she has. My grandmother has a
catalogue of stories, and tells them with the same excitement the third time, as the first. During this trip, she basked in the joy of
showing me old pictures of my mother, emphasizing the facial features we share. Though she’d already eaten, she sat next to me during
lunch the first day, confessing that she wanted to keep looking at me since I reminded her so much of my mother, her daughter. At that
moment, it hit me hard that even though my mother left Udupi 40 years prior, the void it left in my grandmother has never fully healed.
From Udupi, we went to Kodiyal, Mangalore to Vinodh’s father’s brother’s place, in which his grandmother lives. I met Bapamma for
the first time. She showered us with nothing but deep love and unique stories about her children, her grand children, and especially her
great grand children. She showed us pictures of Vinodh and me and other sentimental items, such as our wedding invitation, that she
keeps in the cabinet in her room. Though I tried to be discreet, she noticed when I pulled the raisins out of the sheera we ate the next
morning and placed them on the side of the plate. She shows her affection for Vinodh in a unique way, reciting stories from his
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childhood trips to India and joking about his pronunciation of Konkani words. She reminds us that she’s anxiously awaiting a meeting
with her “ponthre” – her son’s son’s son. (Note: We have since given birth to her 17th great grand child, her son’s son’s daughter.)
Next, we head to a different household in Mangalore, in which Vinodh’s mother’s side of the family resides. We meet his aunts,
cousins, and his beloved grandmother, who traveled thousands of miles to New Jersey a year earlier to serve as the matriarch of our
wedding. She was shy when we entered, but quickly retreated to ensure we had enough to eat. She has a quiet sense about her –
watching us when we weren’t looking. The next day, we were en route to Mysore, on windy often unfinished roads, but Vinodh’s uncle
mastered the roads unscathed since he travels them weekly. We had arrived at Mamamma’s home in Coorg, and it was clear she felt at
home here. She managed the house, the cooking, and all else.
Mysore and then Bangalore were filled with meals and catch up time with family. Seeing the two cities back to back showed us the
almost untouched beauty that Mysore has, but I couldn’t help but think that one day its beauty may be overcome by the hoards of
traffic that has transformed Bangalore. Then, back to Bombay for us, spending time with more Uncles, Aunts, and cousins. New Year’s
Eve was spent with many of Vinodh’s cousins, each who carry an individual light and love for one another.
The next day, it was time for us to leave. Though the trip was less than 10 days, we had accomplished what we set out to – rekindle the
deep connection we have with our own family that email or phone just can’t address, build a relationship with our newfound in-laws,
and stop to absorb all the changes happening in India – economically, socially, culturally. I came to appreciate how as humans we bond
with our loved ones and how individual nurture is required to ensure the fire that maintains that bond never extinguishes. I am looking
forward to soon taking our daughter on her first trip to India and await watching her experience India and our extended family in her
own unique way.

Adi Shankaracharya – A Saint for All Reasons
By: - Shyam Amladi, shyama@aol.com

Adi Shankaracharya of Kaladi has often been heralded by both followers and leading theologians as the greatest of all Hindu saints—
of course historically and not mythologically speaking. His writings, teachings and his beliefs have flourished through many centuries
as superb examples of how one’s spiritual life should be led, and over the years, have gained in stature and following. Some have
likened him to a composite of Vyas, Narad and Saraswati---spreading knowledge to the masses, interpreting profound texts and very
cleverly disseminating structure and process of adopting religion into one’s life.
Who was he? What exactly did he do that so powerfully transformed Hinduism as it is practiced today? What challenges did he
overcome?
CONTROVERSY IN SHANKARA’S BIRTHDATE(S)
In examining his life, one is immediately struck by the controversy surrounding his birthdate. Typical of customary disdain of Hindus
for historical accuracy, there are two powerful and divergent schools of thought, both supported by circumstantial evidence. One
claims that he lived about 2,500 years ago, in the 5 th or 6th century BC (509 BC, according to some), and the other claims that he was
born in the 9th century (805 AD, to be exact). Thus his birthdates are almost 1,500 years apart! His life, accomplishments and
numerous other details from the controversial century of his birth onwards, however, are strikingly similar. He was born a Brahmin in
modern-day Karnataka, He passed away at the young age of 32, and almost single-handedly created and developed the cannons of
modern Hindu spiritual and metaphysical thought and practice.
Since we have to live with this unresolved error in dates, let us move on to the life and relevance of Shankaracharya. He was an
extraordinary man. He may have been the earliest Hindu evangelist. As you are aware, Hindu religion is not given to Christian/Islamic
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style evangelism, since traditionalist Hinduism, has always forbidden any proselytization and (if the Shankara’s latter birthdate is
accurate) was suffering from apathy and attack from other religions like Islam and Buddhism.
Using a combination of tireless crusading, superior intellect and a keen sense of administrative acumen, Shankaracharya almost singlehandedly rejuvenated the Hindu religion of his time. Now, common lore has it that he did this to save Hinduism, or to prevent
conversion to Buddhism, the other prevalent religion during the 8-9th century in India. Several noted historians have a different
explanation. Both Buddhism and Hinduism were in decline for different reasons during Shankara’s time. The common man was sorely
out of touch with both religions. Both were either overburdened with dictated rituals, or shallow of thought and obsessively hidebound.
So, in the end, it is much more likely that all of Shankara’s efforts, his intellect and his energy were directed towards effectively
expanding the following of Hinduism among born, but non-devout or non-practicing Hindus. But more importantly, he used his
knowledge of the scriptures, his excellent command over Sanskrit and his tireless energy to shape the meaning and practice of the
Hindu religion for centuries to come. And he accomplished several lifetimes’ work by the young age of 32! By the way, coincidentally,
the same age at which Christ is supposed to have died, as well as Krishna.
SHANKARA’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS
It is impossible to capture his awe-inspiring feats in the span of a short article, but I have attempted to highlight his specific successes
as they relate to improving common man’s understanding and practice of the Hindu religion. Above all, it is remarkable that even
though a saint and purportedly aloof from the world, he actively involved himself in the affairs of the world.




Shankara was perhaps the first modern and historical figure who emphasized and developed in a cogent manner, a monistic
interpretation of the Upanishads thus saving both the scholars and the laity from the confusion brought on by the Samkhya
tradition founded by Kapila around 700 BC to extract the duality concept of the Upanishads---and possibly mold devotees’
opinion in a certain way. Shankara’s belief in the Upanishads was that it did not separate Atman (Truth or Reality
comprehended subjectively) from Brahman (Truth or Reality comprehended objectively). He insisted that Brahman was the
way to get to the ultimate goal, be one with Atman---and he proceeded to fundamentally transform the Hindu religion. Then
he interpreted some of the critical building blocks of knowledge about the Hindu religion and philosophy.
Shankara’s particular school of philosophy is generally known as Advaita (monistic) philosophy, as differentiated from
Dvaita (dualistic). Shankara was one of the first scholars to introduce and assimilate into his commentary of the Upanishads,
the concept of Para (superior) and Apara (inferior) tiers of knowledge and thus challenged the Samkhya teachings. Very
simply put, Samkhya made the distinction between “revealed” (called Shruti by Kapila) and “acquired” knowledge of the
Truth, calling the former the superior form, the latter inferior. Not surprisingly, according to Shankara, any reference to the
Brahman as monistic within the Upanishads is Para form of knowledge. Shankara’s reasoning behind this conclusion was
brilliantly simple. He believed that a monistic Brahman was formless and not cluttered by sensory perception (also called
“upadhis” or context bound by time and materialism) and therefore was the highest form of knowledge, hence “para” form.
Conversely, any reference to Brahman as dualistic (separated by Reality as conceptualized by senses or tarka or reasoning
and discourse) is apara form of knowledge. With this stroke of genius, Shankara accomplished several important goals for the
common man. He made Upanishads less daunting to study and comprehend; while subordinating Reasoning to Intuitive
Knowledge, he did accommodate those scholars who either believe in or obsess about Tarka as an essential attribute to realize
Truth or the Ultimate Reality; he resolved the controversy about choosing between Atman and Brahman and in the process
made monistic beliefs more common among philosophers and the elite, without actually marginalizing Kapila and his
followers; and while he continued the Samkhya tradition of distinguishing between para and apara forms of knowledge, he
quietly relegated this distinction in priority to gaining knowledge of Brahman.
He organized four principal, and many other satellite Pithas, or religious and spiritual retreats, literally in four corners of the
country---the principal being Joshi, Puri, Dwarka and Sringeri. Like the Spanish missionaries of the medieval era, he actually
traveled and administered each of these Pithas and installed his trusted disciples to manage them. He imposed rigorous
discipline at the four Maths he established. In fact, here are the four pre-conditions that had to be fulfilled by anyone wishing
to study and stay at the Maths.
1.
2.
3.
4.



knowledge of the distinction between eternal (Shashwat) and non-extant (Nashwar)
subjugation of all desire for Phal (fruits or results of effort)
must possess comprehensive tranquility—patience, self-restraint and faith
must desire release from this world

He broke tradition with the then prevalent Hindu culture and introduced the concept as well as the practice of the Celibate
Monk, himself going from Brahmachurya to Sanyas, skipping the intervening two life’s phases of Youvan and
Grihastavastha. It is likely that this, in part, may have been to counter the pattern among the Buddhist monks, who were
ordained to be celibate---a pattern which was believed to have attracted many young and devout Hindus who wanted to
practice religion the rest of their lives.

Khabbar XXXIV No. 1 Page: 11



Shankara’s writings easily bestow upon him the title of being India’s greatest religious philosopher, combining the genius, as
it were, of an Aristotle and the spirituality of a Jesus Christ. He interpreted such obtuse and otherwise incredibly profound (at
least for the lay man) scriptures such as Upanishads, Vedant Sutras and Gita.

I wanted to highlight the complexity of Shankara’s personality and intellect and point out several instances of angularity in his life---I
am sure, all for the best of reasons, to make Hinduism more practicable and accessible to all of us.
==He is said to have believed that untouchables could not enter religious sanctuaries and recite scriptures; and yet historians
have said that upon being challenged by an untouchable, he retracted his earlier position and composed a beautiful poem in
praise of all men.
==Even though he did not set himself out to be a ecumenic (a unifier of sects) and was a Lord Shiv devotee he did unite
Hindus of different denominations, and gave them precious tools with which to practice religion, free from sectoral dogmas
and sacraments
==Although he was an ascetic, he seems to have an uncanny sense of what common men wanted out of religion. Witness how
Shankara laid down laws relative to firm, almost impossible levels of discipline and selflessness as a condition to entry and
learning in the Pithas, he opened them up to the community for discourse and celebration of festivals and rituals.
==Although a staunch proponent of the Dnyana Marg as the only way to Nirvan or liberation, Shankara composed beautiful
hymns, prayers and poems to the gods, thus giving his generation, as well as those to come, a treasure with which to practice
the Bhakti Marg as well. One of his memorable poems, containing 34 verses, is Bhaja Govindam, which is said to have been
composed by him to acquaint devotees to the joy of being one with God, and to not overly be burdened by rituals.
==He had formally entered the Sanyasa phase and yet, when his mother died, he is said to have broken down and performed
her last rites, against the prevailing tradition and his own teachings of non-attachment.
In closing I have included a stanza from his famous poem that reveals his passionate belief in the Advaita philosophy.
gurucharaNambuja nirbhara bhakta:
samsAradacIradbhava mukta:
sendriyamAnasa niyAmAdevam
drakShyasi nija hrdayastam devam

Being devoted completely to the lotus-feet of the
Master
become released soon from the trans-migratory
process
Thus: sense and through the discipline of mind
control--you will behold the deity that resides in
your heart.

HISTORY OF SARASWAT MIGRATIONS
To the editor of Khabbar,
Below is an article sent to me by a non Konkani friend, I had sent it to many of my friends every one liked it, it has generated lot of
interest in many Konkanis in India and also here in US. I do not know the author or any thing about the article, except it looked very
interesting, looks authentic, looks like lot of research has gone in, I thought if you can publish lot of other Konkanis can read about our
history. I am sending it to you exactly like I received it. I only wish I knew the author was . Thank you.
Shalini Bhat
sbhat@charter.net
Editor’s Reply:
Thanks. This unedited version will be published in parts

Prelude
The history of Saraswats is a record of their struggle for existence and a chain of migrations, the longest and the most
wide spread among any groups in India. Even after generations and centuries they preserve their culture and traditions
intact. Their traditions are unique and tolerant that they worship Shakti, Shiva and Vaishnava deities as well.

Who are Gowda Saraswat Brahmins?
The Gowda Saraswat Brahmins claim their origin to the Brahmins who lived on the banks of the now extinct river
Saraswati of Punjab. They derived their name from either the river Saraswati or from their spiritual leader Great Sage
Saraswat Muni who lived on the banks of Saraswati. These Brahmins were one of the Pancha Gowda Brahmin groups
who lived north of the Vindhyas. They belonged to Smarta tradition and primarily worshiped the five deities: Shiva,
Vishnu, Devi, Surya and Ganesha. Throughout the course of history, the Saraswat Brahmins have migrated to a variety of
locations and are found mostly in Western coast of India.

Brahmins in India
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The Brahmins in India were divided into two major groups based on geographical origin of the people. The Brahmin
groups that lived to the north of the Vindhyas were referred to as Gowda Brahmins, whereas the Brahmins who lived to
the south of the Vindhyas were referred to as Dravida Brahmins. Each group was further divided into five sections
according to the regions of their settlement.
The five (Pancha) Gowda Brahmin groups were Saraswats, Kanyakubjas, Gaudas, Utkals, and Maithilas. The five
(pancha) Dravida Brahmin groups were Andhras, Maharashtras, Dravidas or Tamils, Karnata, and Kerala Brahmins.
As the southern Brahmins had domiciled in the south for long, the Saraswats who came to the South newly were
described by the local Brahmins as Gowda Brahmins in general (because they belonged to Panch Gowda group) and thus
the prefix Gowda was added to the Saraswats who were from the Saraswat region.

The origin
The exact origin of the Saraswat Brahmins is difficult to ascertain. The Saraswat Brahmins are mentioned in the Vedas,
the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, the Bhagavata and even the Bhavisyottara Purana. According to Puranas, they are Aryan
migrants from Central Asia who came to the Indian sub-continent through the Hindu-Kush mountains and the Khyber
pass to south in about 2000-1500 B.C. Click to see location of settlements
Most of them settled along the banks of Saraswati river. There were more than 1200 such settlements of migrants. They
settled to an agrarian life, supplemented by cattle grazing. These settlers came to be known as Saraswats. Education was
of great importance to the Saraswats and so they taught their young the Sanskrit language and enlightened themselves
from the Rig Veda. Although they spoke Sanskrit in public, they innovated a simplified version of Sanskrit called
Brahmani which they spoke only at home. This language was the grass-root for the present day Konkani language. Over
the years along the Saraswati, the Saraswats established the concept of Kuladevatas or family gods, and began
worshipping them.
They accepted the Great Sage Saraswat Muni (son of Rishi Dadichi), living on the banks of Saraswati as their Guru.
There were about 60,000 (Shatsahasara) Brahmins who were his disciples. When a severe famine which lasted for about
12 years hit the region and the crops were not enough to feed everyone, the survival of the Saraswats was at stake. When
they could find no apparent solution to their vexing problem, at the advice of their Guru who was pragmatic, they started
to feed on fish from the Saraswati river for survival. Thus they became the only fish-eating Brahmins ever known. This
settlement was in the land between the Saraswati and Drishadvati rivers.
A story: The fish eating habit of Saraswat Brahmins finds mention even in Ramanyana. Before performing Rajasuya
yagna, Shri Rama asked Lakshmana to invite all the Brahmins for the yagna. Lakshmana invited everybody, except Gaud
Saraswat Brahmins. When asked, Lakshmana explained that he observed them eating fish, which was considered nonvegetarian and therefore they could not be Brahmins. Shri Rama was puzzled and asked Lakshmana to elaborate what he
saw. Lakshmana explained how the Brahmins would catch the fish, separate the head and tail from the fish, then using
vedic mantras rejoined the head and tail. They would then release the fish in water. The fish would live again. The
Brahmins ate the middle portion of the fish. Shri Rama was impressed. Since the Brahmins were not killing the fish, he
felt that no sin was committed. Shri Rama instructed Lakshmana to invite Saraswat Brahmins to the Rajasuya Yagna.

The River Saraswati and Saraswat Desh
The mythological river Saraswati (named after the Goddess Saraswati), flowed in Northern India in the present Punjab
and Rajasthan region, from the Himalayas to the western sea near Dwaraka in Gujarat. The vedas were composed mostly
on her banks. The Rig Veda describes this river as the holiest, the purest and the grandest of rivers. The river has long
since dried out because it flowed from the receding glaciers of the great ice age 10,000 years ago. The land between the
rivers Saraswati and Dristhadvathi (near the present day Kurukshetra) was called the Saraswat Desh which was the
homeland of Saraswats who are considered the fore-fathers of Saraswats of Goa, Kanara and Kerala. There is a strong
belief that in Prayag, Allahabad, flowing under-ground Saraswati joins Ganga and Yamuna to form the Triveni sangam. It
is also believed that the river changed its course over the centuries. A part of this mighty river became the small river
Ghaggar and one of the tributaries of the Saraswati became the Sutlej, now a tributary of the Indus. Today's scientific
evidences have proven the existance of the Saraswati river. click to know more about the mystery of Saraswati river...
To Be continued………
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Konkani Calendar
April 2011
2nd Amavasya(Dark moon)
4th Ugadi- New Year Day
9th AMKA UGADI
12th Shri Rama Navami
13th Mesh-Sankranthi
14th Yekadashi
14th Saura Ugadi
17th Shri Hanuman Jayanthi
20th Sankashta Chaturthi

May 2011
2nd Amavasya(Dark moon)
5th Akshaya Thritiye
13th Yekadashi
14th Vrisbh-Sankranthi
15th Shri Narasimha Jayanthi
16th Poornami
20th Sankashta Chaturthi

June 2011
1st Amavasya(Dark moon)
11th Yekadashi
14th Mithun-Sankranthi
15th Poornami
18th Sankashta Chaturthi
30th Amavasya(Dark moon)

Khabbar thanks Sri P. V. Kamath of Mumbai for furnishing the Panchang, My Astrologer-version 1.0 by Mr. Muralidhar Shenoy, Durham,N C and
Vedamoorthy Raghuchandra Bhat of Brookfield, WI

My Sincere Thanks To ……..
Some readers go out of their way to help Khabbar. Monetary means is one of them. The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has decided on publishing the names of the
families that has contributed $50.00 or more to Khabbar. This quarter, the following have extended their help and thanks to you .....

Names
Sudhir Golikari & Ranjana, Houston, TX
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath, San Carlos, CA
Damodar & Shobha Baliga, Brooklyn, NY
Jnaneshwar & Vidya Nayak, Cupertino, CA
Ramnath & Rajshree Pai, Tampa, FL
Shivadev & Jayalata Ubhayakar, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Balakrishna & Indumathi Pai, Bloomfield Hills, MI
Vasant & Kirti Acharya, River Forest, IL
Dr. G. K. Bhat, Mooresville, NC
Anil & Mridule Rao, Friendswood, TX
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy, Olivette, MO
Gopi & Sheila Pai, Germantown, TN
Sudha Kini, Bloomfield, MI
Shrikar & Nirmala Bangalore, Grafton, WI
Mohan & Mohini Kamath, Cerritos, CA
Arvind & Neela Kamath, Houston, TX
Pankaj & Asha Dhume, Sugar Land, TX
Ramakrishna & Maya Prabhu, Houston, TX
Ravi & Vidya Joshi, Mission Viejo, CA
Vasudev & Shobha Shenoy, Houston, TX

Amount, $
51.00
50.00
50.00
100.00
151.00
115.00
116.00
51.00
55.00
100.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
51.00
50.00
50.00
66.00
51.00
51.00
101.00

Statement of Accounts
Description
Balance Carried over since Khabbar Vol. XXXIII No. 4
Money Received:
Subscriptions (115) and donations
Interest
Sub Total:
Money Spent (Khabbar Vol. XXXIII No. 4):
Printing- Khabbar (430) - 20 pages
Printing- Khabbar Mailing List (365) - 29 pages
Mailing - First Class Mail-Khabbar (383)

Credit, $
2,115.00

Debit, $

3,138.00
2.00
3,140.00

568.93
626.33
233.63
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Mailing Canada Khabbar (16)
Mailing Khabbar Mailing List(224)
Mailing Canada Khabbar Mailing List(10)
Overseas (20)
Mail Fines, computer paper & labels, envelopes, service fees, etc.
Sub Total:
Final Balance:
Money spent on this issue was not available during press time.

16.00
174.72
17.60
60.00
452.79
2,150.00
3,105.00

Kwiz
The last quarter’s quiz:
Six glasses are in a row. The first three... are full of juice; the second three are empty. By moving only one glass, can you arrange them
so empty and full glasses alternate?
The Answer: Pour the juice from the second glass into the fifth glass, moving only the second glass!
The following gave the correct answer:
Suresh B. Shenoy, Sugar Land, TX
Govind Kamath, Austin, TX
Sahana Rao, Centreville, VA
Rupali Shenoy, Westford, MA
Chetan Kamath Budd Lake, NJ
Akshay Kamath, N. Brunswick, NJ
Sachin Kamath, Plainview, NY

Sachin Shenoy, Manipal, India
Swathi Kamath, Las Vegas, NV
Shivadev Ubhayakar, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA
Vindya Bhat Raman, Atlanta, GA
Sridharan Raman, Atlanta, GA
Sudhakar Mallya, Wanaque, NJ
Aditya Kamath, Centreville, VA

This Quarter’s Quiz
By Sachin Shenoy, Manipal, India
Continuing with the Konkani tradition of quizzing, here's the brainteaser for this quarter. If you can solve this correctly, send it to
Khabbar address to have your name published in the next issue
Suppose 8 Konkani mankads (monkeys) take 8 minutes to finish 8 bananas; How many Konkani mankads does it take to eat 40
bananas in 40 minutes?

NAKA, the North American Konkani Association
The NAKA Board now consists of:
Vasanth Bhat, Damodar Baliga and Nina Padukone (Founding members), Ramesh Kamath & Bharat Shiralkar, Vasant
Acharya & Sandhya Kamath, Suren Kamath, Sudhir Golikeri & Suresh Shenoy, Ramadas Kamath, Ashok Bhatt & Sadanand
Mankikar, Ravi Baliga. Seema Kamath, Ranjit Shiralkar & Sheila Shenoy Reddy (Youth).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If any North American Konkani have any constructive suggestions, please, contact any of the NAKA Board Members or send them to
NAKA, 2465 Bergen Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234. Phone: (718)-251-4795 and Email: naka1@indiatimes.com
This quarter, the NAKA Board has been busy in helping the Konkani Youth Convention – 2011. Also, the Board is
investigating to resurrect the Sammelan for 2012!

NAKA - Statement Of Accounts
Date
10/31/2010
Dec-2010
Dec-2010
02/28/2011

Description
Balance from last report
Donations received: G. D. Bhat, Mumbai, India
Donations received: Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath, San Carlos, CA
Interest
Final Balance:

Credit, $
Debit, $
123,915.85
51.00
51.00
54.52
124,072.37
Signed: Damodar Baliga
Treasurer, NAKA

KONKANI YOUTH SAMMELAN THIS YEAR IN HOUSTON, TEXAS
Khabbar XXXIV No. 1 Page: 15

In this August 5-7th Weekend, the great and fourth largest city in the US, Houston, TX, will host our
Konkani Youth Sammelan for Konkanis 18 and older.
For those of you who are not familiar with our organization, North American Konkani Youth
Association (NAKYA) strives to preserve, promote and advance Konkani culture among the youth of
the Konkani community. This youth-led organization provides the opportunity for Konkani youth to
come together and grow as a community while developing a personal connection to the Konkani
heritage. NAKYA will facilitate and maintain a forum for young adults to link with others who share a
common interest in maintaining and extending their Konkani roots.
If you require additional information about the Houston Konkani Youth Sammelan, please contact us
and we will be happy to answer any questions you may have. You may also visit us online at
www.kychouston2011.com , or contact us directly by email at kyc11houston@gmail.com
We are asking you to help us out this year by giving a tax-deductible donation to NAKA. We work
very hard to provide to be the organization that fosters Konkani heritage and its evolving traditions
among all Konkani youth in North America, and to prepare the youth as future leaders of the North
American Konkani Association (NAKA).
We hope we can count on you for a generous donation of $100 or more. However, please note that
any donation amount is always welcomed. Checks can be made payable to NAKA, along with a
memo to “Youth Convention,” will be more than sufficient.
The Youth Sammelan provides Konkanis with networking, new friends, the preservation of our
culture, and a general fun and wholesome weekend. Don’t miss the opportunity to experience this
moment with your fellow konks!
Thank you for your consideration. NAKA, NAKYA & the Houston Planning Committee could not do it
without the generosity of donors like yourself.
Kirthan Shenoy
3406 S Briarpark Ln.
Sugar Land, TX 77479
(832) 573 – 9991
kirthanshenoy@gmail.com
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Appeal
(Submitted by Mukund Pai, Solon, OH)
Shri Ramana Seva Sangha
Kumta – 581 343 (U.K.), Karnataka, India
President

Vice President

Secretary

Editor “Ramana Sandesh”

Smt. Vinaya Shanbhag

Sri A. R. Masurkar

Shri K. P. Bhat

Dr. M. D. Naik

Donations may be drawn in the name and style of "Shri Ramana Seva Sangha, Kumta" by Cheque or Bank Draft and be
sent to the address given below. The No. of the S.B. Account of our Sangha is also given for your convenience.

Dear Devotees,
“Sri Ramana Seva Sangha” came into existence about four decades ago in 1968 in order to propagate the life
and teachings of the great sage of our times Sri Ramana Maharshi. The efforts of Sri U. S. Chandavar, Dr. M. D.
Naik, Sri K. P. Bbat and Sri Pranavananda Swamiji bore fruit when they started Sri Ramana Seva Sangha under
the able Presidentship of Dr. R. M. Masurkar as a result of the divine grace and encouragement of .Shri Swami
Rameshwar who had settled in Valgalli village. He had intended that there ought to be a centre in Kumta
through which people could benefit by knowing the life and teachings of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi.
Since then our Sangha is conducting programmes to celebrate His Jayanti, Aradhana and Advent to Arunachala
every year. “Sri Ramana Satsang” is held on every Sunday at Sri Vithoba Temple. We are publishing a quarterly
magazine in Kannada "Ramana Sandesha". It is the only Kannada magazine about Sri Bhagavan and contains
articles about Him and His teachings only. Swami Pranavananda actively participated in our activities and wrote
and published books in Kannada like Ramana Vachanaveda, Ramanopanishad and Paravidya. The book “Sri
Ramana Maharshi and the path of self knowledge” by Arthur Osborne was translated into Kannada by Dr. M. D.
Naik and was published by Sri Rarnanasramam, Tiruvannamalai. The Ramana Maharshi centre for learning of
Bangalore had conducted many programmes of music and dance “Ramananjali” by the guidance of Sri A. R.
Natarajan and his family. These programmes had considerable effect on the public of Kumta which is a small
town situated in the western comer of Karnataka. On one occasion; Sri V. S. Ramanan the present President of
Sri Ramanasramam addressed a gathering of devotees. So far all our activities are conducted in Sri Vithoba
Temple of Kumta. We thank Sri R. S. Bhagwat an eminent social worker and his family for malting the
necessary arrangements for our programmes in the premises of the temple.
It is our cherised desire to have an independent hall for our activities. A plot measuring 3 guntas and 8 annas
(S.No. 465 Plot No. 88/2) at Koppalkarwadi was purchased from the Government by spending Rs. 35,000-00. A
compound wall is already constructed spending nearly Rs. 70,000-00. A Shrine named “Sri Rarnana Mandir” is
proposed to be constructed in this place. The estimated cost amounts to Rs 11 Lakhs. We eagerly wish to start
and complete the project as soon as possible.
We hereby humbly appeal to all the devotees and philanthropists to extend their wholehearted support and
cooperation for this noble cause. The No. of the S.B. account of our Sangha concerning the construction is
Corporation Bank Kumta (S.B. A/c. No. 10034). Estimated cost Rs. 16,81,7l7/President
Smt. Vinaya S. Shanbhag,
"Yashodham", Herwatta- 581 332
Tel. Phone : (08386) 222998

Secretary:
Shri K. P. Bhat
Shri Gajanan Press, Kumta 581 343
Mobile : 8861047684
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Konkanis In Southern States (KISS) Picnic – April 22–24, 2011
It’s time for a weekend of fun and excitement with your family and friends at the KISS (Konkanis in Southern States) 2011 picnic!
This is an annual picnic that we have held since 1988. Let us keep this rich tradition going. The picnic will be held at Fort Parker State
Park from 5 P.M. on Friday, April 22nd to Noon on Sunday, April 24th. The park (http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/fortpark/ ) is
located 7 miles south of Mexia and 6 miles north of Groesbeck on State Highway 14. The entrance is on Park Road 28. There will be
pizza on Friday evening. Meals on Saturday will include breakfast, lunch and dinner, and on Sunday there will be “BRUNCH.”
Come ready to have fun!

Agenda:
Friday, April 22nd:
5.00 P.M. to 8.00 P.M. 8.00 P.M. to 11.00 P.M. -

Registration, Panchadika & Pizza
Karaoke, Bhajan, Anthakshari & Dance.

7.00 A.M. to 8.30 A.M. 9.00 A.M. to 12.00 P.M. 12.00 P.M. to 1.30 P.M. 2.00 P.M. to 4.30 P.M. 4.30 P.M.
5:00 P. M. to 7:00 P. M. –
7.00 P.M. till Midnight -

Breakfast
Volley Ball, Cricket, outdoor games for adults (Kids will have face painting & other activities)
Lunch
Kids only time: Entertainment, games,
Light Snacks, Tea & Coffee.
Break/Refresh time
Entertainment, Dinner, Camp fire, Jokes & Dance

Saturday April 23rd:

Sunday April 24th
8.00 A.M. Onwards: - Brunch, Easter egg Hunt for the Kids, clean up.

Registration Charges:
Early Registration: Please register on or before April 15th, 2011 :
Adults (12 and above)- $45
Senior Citizens (65 and above) and Children (between 5 and 12) - $30
Children 5 and under – FREE
Late Registration: Beginning April 16th, 2011:
Adults (12 and above)- $55
Senior Citizens (65 and above) and Children (between 5 and 10) - $35
The park admission fee is NOT included in the KISS registration charge, and each family has to pay at the park entrance. The
admission fee is $2 per day per person 13 years or older.
Accommodations: On site- Charges are included in the price. There are heated (and A/C) barracks with 96 bunk beds. Beds have
mattresses; you just have to bring sheets, blankets and pillows. Availability is on a “first-come-first-serve” basis.
Off site – 1) We have discounted rates for KISS guests at The Best Western Inn, 1314 E. Milam St, Mexia TX 76667
(Tel: 254-562-0200) located about 7 miles from the park. The rates are $ 65.00/night. We have reserved 25 Rooms and the special
rate will be honored till April 10th or until the room block has been filled.
Area Coordinators:
Austin: Ashlesha and Rajiv Hattangady (512-347-9681), Dinkar Rao (512-837-7159), Anu Bajekal (512-795-8627)
Dallas: Prakash Kagal (972-633-5605)
Houston: Mridula Rao (281-992-0132), Sunil Shenoy (281-320-1851), Suresh Shenoy (281-494-0153), Neela Kamath (281-778-1157)
Entertainment: Please contact Neela Kamath (281-778-1157) if you or your kids would like to perform at the Picnic.
****************************************************************************************************************
Please return the Registration Form to attend KISS 2011 with the following information
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State & Zip: __________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________
E Mail: ________________________________________________________
# of People
Registration Fees
Adults ………………………………………………………………………......................................................
Senior Citizens (Above 65 Years) ………………………………………..........................................................
Kids (Between 5 and 10) …………………………………………………........................................................
Kids Below 5 Free…………………………………………………………………………...............................
.
Grand Total………………………………...................................................................................................... ..
Please make checks payable to Neela Kamath and mail with this registration form to:
Neela Kamath, 5603 Twin Rivers Ct, Sugar Land, TX 77479; Phone: 281-778-1157 & e-mail: neela.kamath@gmail.com
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Konkani Charitable Fund, Inc.
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA. 94070
(650) 596-0716
Web Address: Konkanicf.org

Periodic report
Chair Persons:
Ramesh & Pratibha Kamath
Email:
Ramesh.Kamath@konkanicf.org

Vice Chair Persons:
Vinayak & Radha Kudva
Email:
Vinayak.Kudva@konkanicf.org

VP Finance & Secretary:
Ashok & Amita Bhatt
Email: Ashok.Bhatt@konkanicf.org
VP Implementation:

Mar 4, 2011
The Konkani Charitable Fund has completed its first year of operation. The support from
the community is over whelming. The donations have exceeded $75K and the grants
made have exceeded $50 K. The recipients of grants include the funds for senior center
operations, helping the physically challenged children, scholarship for graduate studies
and for work training for women in rural areas. With your support we plan to continue
our efforts in 2011. Our web page will be up and running in a month's time. We have
approved several charities for receiving donations through us. Contact Ramesh Kamath
at karkalmam@yahoo.com to get the list of charities and to know more about KCF.
Please note there is no overhead expense for this fund. We will pass through your
donation in entirety. We will also acknowledge you as the source of donation. This is a
noble cause and the board members of KCF are pleased to offer this service to the
community. If you want to donate funds ( tax deductible) please fill in the following info
and mail it to the address noted.
Thanks again for your support

Ravi & Asha Baliga

- Board of Directors, KCF

Email: Ravi.Baliga@konkanicf.org

Some comments from those who got our help.

VP Publicity & Fund Raising:
Surendra & Shalini Shenoy

“…Thanks for helping me to pay my fees... I have secured first rank once again for the second time
with 75.5% marks with distinction… seeking your blessings for my future endeavors.”

Email:
Surendra.Shenoy@konkanicf.org

-Manoj Pai, Udupi, MBA student
“My results are out yesterday. This time I have got 85.6% which makes my B.E. aggregate to

VP Youth:
Sumeeth Bhat
Email:
Sumeeth.Bhat@konkanicf.org

82.5%...” ( 6-30-2010)” “I have been selected by TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES. Yesterday
there was interview…Thanks for your support.”
-Anant Pal, Mangalre,
“I passed in First Class with distinction. Exams were tough, but this is God's gift to me. Thank u
for your love and support.”
-Adithi Shenoy, Mangalore, B.E. Student
“Thanks a ton for the support, maam. One year period of internship begins from march 1st.”
-Nuvaneeth Kamath, Manipal, Graduated from Kasturba Medical College
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Klassified
Please patronize the Khabbar advertisers. Khabbar reaches over 1,700 families in North America. The advertisement rates are:
Matrimonial (5 Lines)
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page
Subscribers
$15.00
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
Non Subscribers
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00
$160.00
Non Konkani
$50.00
$90.00
$170.00
$320.00
The Advisory Committee of Khabbar has unanimously decided NOT to accept any ads. wherein the advertisers prefer to stay
anonymous by using Khabbar reference.
WANTED:
Any Hoon Khabbar, sunshine news, your or your child's promotion or achievement, articles of interest, etc. are always in need to be
published in Khabbar. Share your joy or grief with fellow Konkanis. Send your contribution to: Khabbar, P. O. Box 222, Lake
Jackson, TX 77566-0222. email: khabbar@hotmail.com
KONKANI CHARITIES
The American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) is helping
eligible Konkani youth by granting College Loan Scholarships.
Send your generous contributions to: American Konkani
Association, 1153 Tamarack Pl., Munster, IN 46321
KONKANI CHARITIES
The Saraswat Foundation is helping poor deserving Bhanaps
in India. Send your donations to: Saraswat Foundation
178 Norman Drive, Morrisville, PA 19067
KONKANI COOK BOOKS
The two Konkani Cook Books, "Indian Cooking Konkani
Style" and "Millennium Masala Konkani Style" published by
American Konkani Association (A. K. A.) are for sale. The
cost per book is $12.00 + $1.50 for S & H. Mail check
payable to A.K.A. to: Mrs. Sandhya Kamath, 440 Glencrest
Dr., Barrington, IL 60010, Phone: (847)-277-9771
skamath@aol.com
KS-2008 D\VDs for Sale
Please send a check for $40.00 (per set) payable to “KAOCA”
and mail to:
Shyam Taggarsi, 20169 Chateau Drive, Saratoga, CA 95070
Please, include your name and address with your order.
F R E E (For North American patrons only)
“Proud To Be Konkani” CD
Courtesy of KS-2002, the hit song “Proud To Be Konkani”
CD’s are available for FREE. Contact: khabbar@hotmail.com
to get your FREE copy.
MATRIMONIAL DIRECTORY
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy of Las Vegas, NV is maintaining
a list of Konkani youth that are eligible for matrimony.
Interested boys and girls can send in their information to:
Mr. Basti Ganapathi Shenoy
8017 Celebreeze Crt., LAS VEGAS, NV 89145
Phone: (702)-341-6706; Email: bastishenoy@gmail.com
Please call weekends only 10:00 AM to 10:00PM (PST)

APPEAL
From January 2009, the soirika magazine editions
(http://www.soirika.com) have been named as SAMBHANDU
will be done by: Sambhandhu, C/o Bangalore Sri Kashi
Math, # 14, Sri Kashi Math Road, Malleshwaram
Bangalore 560 055
Shri Laxmi Venkateshaya Namah
RAGHUCHANDRA BHAT, Konkani Priest
Puja Services as per Vedic rituals, Sudarshana Homa &
Pavamana Homa, Hindu weddings, Upanayanam,Naming
ceremony, etc., Chandi Path, Bhagavath Katha, etc., Shanthi
Paatha/Homa, Housewarming, Religiousclass – stotra’s
samskith etc., Shradha/Apara Samskara (last rituals),
Astrological consultation by phone and in person
Abhisheka-Vayustuti, Shiva, Vishnu, Ganesha Navagraha
Satyanarayan Puja & other services
Puja/Homa services offered at the patron’s/priest residence.
366 Terrace Dr., Brookfield, WI 53045
(262)-717-9370 (H); (262)-424-6641 (Cell)
www.puja123.com
Email: rvbprb@yahoo.com
APPEAL
A great opportunity to serve an Indian Charity Organization
(Anandashram) which shelters already 26 poor old people and
which also offers the free services of a “Hospice” (Palliative
Care center)-a home for the terminally ill Cancer patients of
our society. Income Tax Payees in USA get the benefit of
Income tax Exemption for their donations, if they donate
directly to Konkani Charitable Fund (KCF) Inc., with the
suggestion that they should donate the same amount to
Anandashram Seva Trust ®, Puttur, since KCF has recognized
Anandsharam as one of the recipients of their grants. Hence,
the donors in USA can help us directly or indirectly thru KCF,
230 Oakley Avenue, San Carlos, CA 94070, to build this
Palliative Care Centre. Please, visit our website:
www.oldagehome-india.org
MATRIMONIAL ASSISTANCE
As a service to Konkani community, Sri. B. Srinivas Kamath
will offer free matrimonial assistance. Contact:
B.S.Kamath, Block #5, 1st Floor, Deepak Building,
Hari Shanker Joshi Road, Dahisar East, Mumbai-400068
Tel: 011-91-22-2828-339
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